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E E P K T.

In accordance with the Deliverance of the last General Assem-

bly, the Committee took the necessary steps to bring to a

close their operations under the scheme for the inspection of

religious instruction in schools. They were careful to avoid

the incurring of fresh liabilities ; and they are glad to be in a

position to report that, with the help of the payment due by

the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, a grant of

£300 from the Baird Trustees, and other contributions, they

have been able to discharge the debt of about £1000 reported

to last Assembly.

As the Committee now receive no Church collections for edu-

cational purposes, they will henceforth keep only one account,

into which all receipts from invested money, from individual

contributors or from other sources, will be paid.

As will be seen from the accounts at the end of this Eeport,

the investments of the Committee consist chiefly of buildings

in connection with the Training Colleges, which yield an

annual rent. This annual revenue is charged with the pay-

ment of superannuation allowances to former Assembly teachers

to the extent of £327 per annnm, leaving thus only a small

margin of free income to meet other claims.

THE TEAINING COLLEGES.

The five Training Colleges in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aber-

deen are all in excellent working order. Separate reports by

the respective Sub-Committees will be found in the Appendix.

The following is a summary of the results of the year 1879 :

—
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intimated their intention to reduce the number of Queen's

Scholars on account of whom grants would in future be made.

The Committee having represented the hardship that would be

inflicted by so sudden a reduction, the Department postponed

giving effect to their proposal till 1881. The Committee, how-

ever, have urged that, in their opinion, the number of Queen's

Scholars trained for the office of teacher is not yet in excess of

tlie demand ; and that if it be found, after inquiry, to be so to a

slight degree, this is mainly due to the facilities afforded by the

Department itself to young men and women to obtain recogni-

tion as teachers without having undergone an adequate course

of training. It seems to the Committee that the granting of

Certificates qualifying for the ofhce of public teacher to young

people whose attainments on examination are, in the judgment

of the Department, too low to warrant their admission to a

Training College, cannot but be hurtful to the education of the

country generally, in so far as it permits it to be intrusted to

a less competent agency. The Committee are still urging a

reconsideration of the Government proposal.

Those Queen's Scholars who pass the admission examination

in the first class, and obtain marks showing that they have done

well in Latin or mathematics or Greek, may be sent (as the

Assembly is aware) to the Universities for a two sessions' course

of study. This arrangement has been in operation now for three

years, and there can be little doubt that the general result will

be highly beneficial to the education of the country. Some

difficulties in working the Training College and University

system concurrently have arisen, but these are not insuperable

in their character, and will ere long be overcome. The Univer-

sities of Edinburgh and Glasgow are understood to be making

arrangements—specially calculated to meet the circumstances

of such students—for granting a certificate carrying with it the

title of Literate in Arts, upon examination, after an attendance

on five classes in the Faculty of Arts.

As regards the finance of the Training Colleges, the Com-

mittee have, on the whole, a satisfactory report to make. The

Glasgow Training College still shows a deficiency, occasioned

chiefly by the reduction of receipts from the Practising School,
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owing to the opening of Board Schools in the vicinity ; but this

will be gradually reduced by the measures that have been taken.

While no contribution to the expense of Training Colleges is

asked from the General Assembly, the Committee think it right

to call the attention of the Church to the fact that there are

various objects in connection with the working and develop-

ment of the Training Colleges, for which they will be glad to

have additional resources put at their disposal.

TEACHING OF LATIN—PUPIL-TEACHEKS—
CHANGES IN THE CODE.

In compliance with their duty "to watch the progress of

education, and to report to the Assembly annually on any

matters that may be of interest to the Church," and the special

injunction of last Assembly to make a strong representation,

by means of a deputation, to the Education Department as to

the instruction in Latin of pupil-teachers, the Committee have

to report that at an interview with the Duke of Eichmond and
Gordon and the Vice-President of the Council, last July, a de-

putation submitted their views as embodied in the following

Memorandum :

—

The General Assembly having instructed the Education Com-
mittee to wait by deputation on the Scotch Education Department,
the following summary of the objects of the deputation is sub-

mitted :

—

1. The chief educational question in Scotland at present is that

of the preparation and training of teachers. The Department have
acknowledged this

; and to meet the requu-ements of Scotland they
have taken steps to promote the University instruction of Queen's
Scholars in conjunction with Normal-School training.

2. It has been found, however, that the candidates for admis-
sion to the Training Colleges come up so insufficiently prepared,

especially in the department of languages, as to restrict within
narrow limits the number of those really qualified to benefit by
University classes. The object which the Department and the
Training College authorities had in view when they recognised
arrangements for University instruction, is thus to a large extent
defeated.

.3. This insufficient preparation of Queen's Scholars is due to
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the low standard of the cuvriciilum prescribed for pupil-teachers

in public schools, from among whom candidates for admission to

the Training Colleges almost exclusively come. Boys desiring

to be apprenticed as pupil-teachers are, at the age of fourteen, not

required to know so much as boys of thirteen belonging to the

Sixth Standard in the very schools in which the pupil-teachers

are to serve.

4. So humble a measure of requirement affects the estimation

in which pupil apprentices are held among their fellow-scholars.

One consequence of this must be to lower in the minds of the

young the importance of the teaching profession, and indirectly

to make the office of pupil-teacher less desired by the more capable

boys.

5. The requirements of the Sixth Standard (intended for boys of

thirteen) are demanded of pupil-teachers only at the end of their

second year, when they are sixteen years of age. In the depart-

ment of languages the requirements throughout the apprenticeship

are meagre. Latin is not demanded: it is optional.

6. The result is that, while the few Queen's Scholars who
voluntarily pass in Latin at the admission examination do, in

the course of their two years' Normal School and University

course, obtain a sufficient knowledge of Latin to enable them to

teach it in public schools, those who have not passed the pre-

liminary examination in Latin are, with few exceptions, not com-

petent to give sound instruction in the language.

7. It is evident that the whole question of instruction in "Uni-

versity subjects " in the public schools is ultimately determined by
the amount of Latin with which Queen's Scholars enter the Normal
Schools ; and the Committee would therefore earnestly urge on the

attention of the Department a revision of the pupil-teachers' schedule

in this direction.

8. They would suggest that candidates for apprenticeship (who

must be 14 years of age) should be required to pass the Sixth Stand-

ard, and, in addition, the " first stage " of Latin ; that at the end of

their first year they should be required to pass the second stage of

Latin, and so on.

9. The Committee would also take this opportunity of urging

the Department to increase the requirements in History and Politi-

cal Geography to such an extent as would enable the students to

devote themselves immediately on entering the Training Colleges

solely to Physical Geography and to some special and limited

period of History, and to drop even these departments of study

entirely during their second year. It is not too much to expect

youths of eighteen or nineteen (the age of admission to Training

Colleges) to have a sufficient acquaintance with the facts of British
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History and with general Chronology, and also to be able to fill up

an outline map of any quarter of the globe generally, and of the

British Isles in detail.

10. Whatever may be the case in England, the Committee are

of opinion that such requirements, if made, would be at once and

easily met throughout Scotland ; and they would respectfully urge

that they be enforced for all male pupil-teachers now passing-

through their apprenticeship, as well as for those who are being

apprenticed this year. The matter is one of urgency in the in-

terests of the teaching profession and of the general education of

the country.

The Education Committee would take this opportunity of renew-

ing a suggestion already laid before the Department in the interests

of the Training Colleges and the teaching profession. The sugges-

tion was that Articles 78 and 79, and above all, 94 (a)—whereby

young men and women who are not qualified to enter a Training

College are accorded the same qualification and status for the work

of school assistants as teachers who have received two years' pre-

paration at a Training College—should be rescinded. These rules

operate injuriously against Training Colleges, by placing fully-

trained Queen's Scholars at a disadvantage when they enter the

profession, inasmuch as they have to compete for employment with

inferior applicants who are prepared to accept very small salaries.

Whatever need there may have been at one time for such provi-

sions, it can hardly be deemed any longer desirable to maintain

special arrangements under which the work of instruction may be

committed to instruments inadequately fitted for the duty. It also

appears to the Committee that the Articles complained of tend to

discredit Training Colleges.

AViLLiAM P. Dickson, D.D.,

Convener.

Edinbuegi[, July 1879.

After the points urged in the Memorandum had been dis-

cussed at some length, the deputation were assured that they

would receive due consideration when the Code for 1880 was

being prepared. On the 11th of March the Committee received

the following letter :

—

\' Scotch Education Department,

Whitehall, London, S.W.,

\Oth March 1880.

" Sir,—Adverting to your letter of the 24th December last, I

am directed to state that my Lords have carefully considered the

various suggestions which your Connuittee have, from time to time.
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made to tliem, with respect to several articles of the Code, which

apply to the examination, training, and future prospects of pupil-

teachers and Queen's Scholars.

"They hoped to have received, before the Code of 1880 was

issued, the report of the Commissioners appointed under the En-

dowed Institutions (Scotland) Act of 1878, on the conditions under

which the Parliamentary grant is administered, as specially affect-

ing higher education.
" That report, however, has not yet reached them ; and as my

Lords feel that it may have an important bearing upon some im-

portant questions raised by your Committee, they have deferred

the consideration of those questions for the present, and desire me
to inform you that no final decision has been, or can yet be, come

to, with respect to the suggestions which have been transmitted to

the Department, or brought before their Lordships by deputation.

—

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant,

" F. R. Sanufokd.
" S. S. LAURn:, Esq.,

Education Committee of the Church of Scotland,

Chambers Street, Edinburgh."

The Code of 1880, in so far as it differs from that of 1879,

differs for the better. The changes are, however, slight. A
second adult certificated assistant is now required in schools

attended by 180, instead of 220 as formerly ; and only two

pupil-teachers are recognised for every certificated teacher em-

ployed, instead of three as formerly. These are decided improve-

ments. They tend to throw the education of children more into

the hands of properly-qualified masters and mistresses.

The Endowed Institutions Commission is still sitting, but

expires on the 31st of December next. Their report on the

" conditions according to which, in their opinion, the Parlia-

mentary grant for public education in Scotland may be most

advantageously distributed for the purpose of promoting educa-

tion in the higher branches of knowledge," is anticipated with

much interest.

In name and hy appointment of Committee,

WILLIAM P. DICKSON, D.D
,

Convener.

Edinburgh, May ISSO.
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TRAINING COLLEGES.

APPENDIX I.

REPORT ON THE EDINBURGH TRAINING COLLEGE.

Aj^ril 1880.

The results of the examination for certificates, held in December last,

are exhibited in the following table :

—
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a Gospel (last year, St Luke's), and the Shorter Catechism, 1-81.

Students of the second year study, as hitherto, the Acts of the
Apostles, with one of the shorter Epistles (last year, 1st Peter), and
the remainder of the Catechism. Referring for details to the Report
of the examiners themselves, I may state here that the numbers which
passed were

—

excellent 39, good 6S,fair 51, and under fair 14.

At the examination in Science, which is now held as part of the
Christmas examination, there were presented in Magnetism and Elec-

tricity 43 students, of whom 31 passed and obtained certificates accord-

ingly. Owing to the special conditions, however, laid down by the
Department for their examinations, the above statement by no means
represents the entire scientific work of the College. A large propor-
tion of the senior male students were prepared in Mathematics, though
they did not take the Department's special " Science " paper on this

subject ; and the female students receive an amount of instruction in

(jreometry and Physiography that is most valuable to them, both from
the knowledge they acquire and the training to which they are sub-
jected.

The Drawing examination took place in November. The full cer-

tificate (D), which is granted by the Department to all candidates who
pass in the five branches recognised—viz.. Free-hand, Geometry, Models,
Perspective, and Blackboard Drawing, was awarded to 13 students;
whilst 2.5 prizes were given for excellence in particular papers. The
total number of passes in all papers was 147. As I have stated in

previous reports, the amount of preparation with which students come
up to College in this subject—particularly the female students—is less

than one could desire to see.

The same remark falls to be made about singing. At Dr Hullah's
examination in November, where 94 students (seniors only) were pre-

sented, there were classed as good and ujnoard 20, and fair to good 42,

whilst below fair there were 22. The bulk of the female students have
evidently had some practice in singing beforehand ; but that cannot
be said of the male students. A few of these, who have a natural
liking for the subject, do very well ; the majority, with neither special

aptitude nor special disqualification, have not done enough at the
subject beforehand to awake their interest in it. With them it has
virtually to be begun at the beginning. I have not hitherto reported
specially on the Pianoforte instruction. As may be seen from Dr
Hullah's reports, it has been given for the last six years with remark-
able success ; I am able to add that, given in the manner in which it

is given, it is not only of great use to the students as part of their pro-

fessional equipment, but it is much appreciated by them. All the
members of this class are required to give one hour a-day to practice

at their homes,—a share of their time, not perhaps as large as the sub-
ject would require, but as large as can be afforded to it compatibly
with other claims on the student's time. Sixty-six students are now
receiving this instruction ; so that, with the present fee, the class may
be said to be quite self-supporting.

The number of second-year students who completed their attendance
at the College last Christmas was 94—of these 47 being male and 47
female. Of the male students, 22 liave been appointed to schools, 10
are still attending the University—3 of them for a third session ; the
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remainder are waiting for appointments. Of the female students, 23

are already appointed.

The number of students in attendance during the current session is

as follows :

—

First- Year Students.

1. Queen's Scholars

—
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features of the College, may be noted the spacious lobbies and land-

ings, the well-lighted laboratory, and the examination-hall (used also

as an Art class-room). Altogether the male students have reason to

congratulate themselves on the facilities and comforts that have been
provided for the carrying on of their v?ork.

The premises vacated by the male students in the Training College

at Castle Hill have been placed at the disposal of the Practising School,

which has thus not only obtained much-needed relief, but has ex-

tended itself in the direction of its senior classes. There are now two
classes corresponding to Standards VII. and VIII., in which the most
advanced stages of the common subjects, and, in addition, the higher

subjects of French, and the elements of Mathematics, Science, and
Latin, are taught to boys up to the age of about 15, and girls from 15

to 18. A blank in the curriculum of the school is thus filled up, and
the education of girls is now carried on till the period at which they

may present themselves as candidates for admission to the Training

Colleges. The increase of numbers in the senior department more
than compensates for a certain diminution in the infant and junior

departments, resulting inevitably from the great increase of school

accommodation that has of late years been provided in the city. The
number of the pupils on the roll at the pre.sent date is : of boys 308,

of girls 330,—total 638. Tested either by the reports of H.M. In-

spector on its general condition, or by the results of the annual

Government examination, both in common and in special subjects,

it continues to maintain its high efficiency both as a school and as a

department of the Training College.

JAMES CURRIE,
Rector.

Api^oved by tlip. Sub- Committee, and ordered to be forwarded

to the Committee.

S. S. LAUEIE, Secy.

Edinburgh, A-pril 1880.
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APPENDIX II.

EEPOET 01^ THE GLASGOW TEAINING COLLEGE.

April 1880.

1. Entrance Examination.—257 candidates for admission were ex-

amined in July last, with the following result :

—

Males,

Females,

Total,

Passed in

1st Class.

18

50

68

Passed in

2d Class.

47
63

110

Passed in

3d Class.

6

13

19

Failed.

26
34

60

Total.

97

160

257

45 males from among those who passed in the first and second
classes, and an equal number of females, all first class, were selected
for training, and entered the Institution in January last. Nominally,
admission to the Training Colleges is open to all candidates who pass
high enough at the Entrance examination ; but, practically, it is re-

stricted, at least in the case of this College, to those who have been
pupil-teachers. This is the natural result of the great increase in re-

cent years of the number of pupil-teachers in Scotland, and of the
award of marks for skill in teaching to those candidates only who have
served an apprenticeship. All the male students admitted this session,

and all but three of the females, have been pupil-teachers.

2. Numher in Training.—The number of students at present in
training is 176, distributed thus :

—

1st Year, .

2d Year, .

Males.
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4. A2'>pointments.—Of 48 male students who left the Institution in

December last, 32 have been appointed to schools in Scotland, and one
to a school in England ; 7 still attend the University of Glasgow, and
9 are unappointed. Of 48 females who left at the same time, 20
have been appointed to schools in Scotland, 10 to schools in England,
and 18 are yet without appointment.

5. Christmas Examination

.

—At the Christmas examination for certifi-

cates of merit 181 students were presented. The results are tabulated

below :

—

These results show that the superior standing of the female candi-

dates on admission gives them an advantage over the males, which they
continue to retain throughout the whole of the first year of training.

At the end of the second year's course this difference has quite disap-

peared, through the males attaining the same high standard of pass as

the females. The natural inference is that, previous to admission,

greater zeal and care have been shown in preparing the female than
the male candidates. The attainment of the females now admitted
leaves little to be desired; the attainment of the males shows a gradual

but slow improvement, and in the case of half their number, is much
too low to enable them to enter at once with success on their higher

studies.

6. Science.—In the Science examinations, now held in December, the
standard of pass has been raised very much above that of the former
May examinations. In Mathematics and in Electricity, 4 passed in the

first, and 50 in the second class,— a result much higher than that of the
previous year.

7. Drawing.—Last session 225 passes were made in Drawing, 60
prizes were awarded, and 38 students obtained the full second-grade
Art Certificate, in addition to 13 who were then in attendance, but
who had previously completed their certificate in this subject.

8. Modification of Course of Study.—At the Christmas examination
all but three of the present class of senior male students passed with
credit in History, and a considerable majority were equally successful

in Geography. It has therefore been resolved to omit History from
the second year's course, and to confine the teaching of Geography
almost entirely to its scientific and physical aspect, as treated in the

study of Physiography. The time saved will be chiefly devoted to

further study in Science and Language.
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9. University Study.—37 students attend the University of Glasgow
—7 from the class which left in December last, and 15 from each of

the classes now in training.

students from

—
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wished. The Infant Department is conducted with great kindliness
and tact, and the instruction is considerably ahead of what is required
of infants. Perhaps the most noteworthy feature is the excellence of

the Specific Subjects. I have seldom got such satisfactory answers in

Animal Physiology, Physical Geography, and Domestic Economy. The
pupil-teachers are very well trained, and have written most creditable

papers. Exercises in Military Drill were gone through with great
precision."

In Religious Knowledge the several departments were carefully ex-

amined by the Piector, at the season when the Committee's Inspector
used to visit the schools. The classes made, without exception, so good
an appearance, as to justify the statement that all the departments
would again have been classed excellent had the Committee's In-

spector been the examiner.
15. Discipline.—I have again to report in favourable terms of the

discipline and moral tone of both Training and Practising Departments.

DAVID ROSS, B.A., B.Sc,
Bectoi:

Approved of hy the Suh- Committee, and ordered to he forwarded

to the Committee.

S. S. LAURIE, Secy.

Glasgow, Ajaril 1880.
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tst Year.
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ment, I fear, cannot be looked for unless the subject be taken up at an
earlier age in the schools, and taught systematically through the various
grades.

The following is the classified attendance for the present session :
—

First- Year Students.

1. Bursars

—
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Junior DeiKirtment.

" It gives me great pleasure to report that Miss Webster's classes are

also in a high state of proficiency, and under excellent control. Their
fitness in every particular for the Standards under which they are

presented for examination points to the exercise of great diligence,

skill, and care on the part of the teachers concerned in their instruc-

tion, and gives abundant proof that Miss Webster and her assistants

are, equally with Miss Boss and Miss Milne in the Infants' room, fully

abreast of their duty, not only to their own classes, but also to the

school as a whole.

Senioi' Department.

** The scholars taught in the Senior room are, as a body, not reaching

an equal measure of proficiency with those of the Infant and Junior
classes ; but in some respects the Department has made a good step

in advance since my last inspection of it—^the Third Standard in

respect of Elementary Grammar, the Fourth in Grammar and Arith-

metic, and the Sixth, which is also well taught in Composition, in

Grammar and modern Grammatical Analysis."

In proof of the amount of attention paid in the school to elementary
Drawing, it may be added that a sum of about o£30 has been earned
annually from the Art Department,—no inconsiderable amount, made
up as it is of the small allowances for individual passes.

Miss Ogilvie, one of the assistants in the Senior Department, resigned

at Christmas last, and her place has been supplied by Miss Bissett, one
of the best of the outgoing students of the Training College. During
the past year this Department was so full, that it was found necessary

to add another certificated assistant ; and Miss Cruickshank, also a dis-

tinguished student of the same class, was selected. They have now
been at work for several months, and have given good proofs of their

qualifications for the various duties devolving on them.
I must speak with commendation of the energy and devotion mani-

fested by the teachers, both in the Training and in the Practising

Departments, and of their loyal co-operation with me in everything
calculated to sustain and promote the efficiency of the Institution.

JOSEPH OGILVIE, A.M.,
Rector.

Aberdeen, 5th April 1880.— The above Report was read and
approved of by the Sub-Committee, and directed to be transmitted to

the Secretary of the Education Committee of the Church of Scotland.

JOHN BLACK, M.A.,
Cuiccciiar of Sicb-Committec.
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APPENDIX IV.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND TRAINING COLLEGES.

EXAMINATION IN RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE, 1879.

SENIOR STUDENTS.

The Examination was conducted simultaneously at the several

Training Colleges on the 20th June 1879.
The following are the results, according to the same general method

of judging and classification as I have previously followed :

—

1. Edinburgh.

In the senior male class 45 students appeared for examination (2

being marked as " absent from illness," and 1 as " unexpectedly called

home"). Of these, 2 have been classed as " excellent," 15 as "good,"
18 as " fair," and 10 as " less than fair."

In the senior female class 44 took the paper (2 were " absent from
illness," and one " from family bereavement "). Of these, .3 have
been classed as " excellent," 21 as " good," 18 as " fair," and only 2 as
" less than fair."

2. Glasgow.

In the senior male class 49 students presented themselves, being the
whole number in attendance. Of these, 20 are classified as " good," 1 i

as "fair," and 18 as "less than fair."

In the senior female class there were also 49 present at the exam-
ination, of whom 3 were ranked as "excellent," 20 as "good," 18 as
" fair," and 9 as " less than fair."

3. Aberdeen.

39 students of the second year appeared for examination. Of these,

2 were ranked as " excellent," 13 as " good," 15 as " fair," and 9 as " less

than fair."

These results are alike interesting and gratifying, from whatever
point of view they are regarded. They are satisfactory in themselves,
as showing that the Religious Instruction in the several Training
Colleges is communicated with efficiency and success. They seem,
moreover, to prove that in this respect the three institutions in Edin-
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burgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen stand very much on the same level as

regards the successful working of the system. For in the senior female

class (which alone brings Aberdeen into the comparison) the numbers
stand thus :

—

Excellent. Good. Pair. Less thau fair. Total.

Edinburgh, 3 21 18 2 44
Glasgow, 3 20 18 9 50
Aberdeen, 2 13 15 9 39

Further, when compared with the results of the examination as

given by me last year in regard to the junior class (practically the same
students at an earlier stage), they present a considerably higher average,

and thus attest a decided progress, more especially as regards the

number transferred from the class of " fair " to that of " good " in

Glasgow and Aberdeen. I observe with pleasure (having happened to

retain a scroll copy of last year's lists and marks) that, while the stu-

dents who stood near the head of the lists last year generally occupy a

similar position in those of the present year, most of the others have
made a creditable advance on last year's marks, and but few have shown
a falling off from their earlier percentage.

As regards the character of the papers given in, it may be stated

that many of the answers were marked by greater precision and free-

dom from superfluous details than was formerly the case ; and others

showed, by their deviation from the more common track, evidences of

special reading or reflection. There was, however, also a tendency, in

various cases, when the proper answer to the question was not known
or clearly apprehended, to take refuge in vague general remarks, which
have little real bearing on the matter at issue, and which detract from
the value of the answer, while they add unnecessarily to its bulk.

The individual results are exhibited, as usual, in the classified lists

sent in along with this Eeport.

William P. Dickson.

Univeksity, Glasgow, ZUli S(qdemher 1879.

JUNIOR STUDENTS.

The University, Aberdeen, 15('/t Jtcly 1879.

I have this year examined the papers of the junior students at the
different Training Colleges of the Church. These papers will be found
separately valued and marked in the documents accompanying this

Report ; and all that I propose to do now is to make one or two re-

marks upon them as a whole.
Except in the case of one class of those papers, on which I feel bound

to make a few special observations, I have been much pleased with the
result of the examination. For the most part, the students have an-

swered carefully and well the questions set for them. They have ex-
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hibited a most creditable acquaintance with the prescribed field of study,

and have given ample testimony alike to their own faithfulness and to

that of their teachers. It is true that there is still more of the text-

book style of answering than I should like to see ; but it is fair to

remember that where a limited field is carefully studied with the aid of

a text-book, it is hardly possible to avoid a large measure of similarity

in answers given to questions upon that field. Teachers, however, will

do well to guard as much as they possibly can against the tendency to

learn by rote either from text-books or notes of their own lectures. It

is not easy to estimate aright the amazing power of memory which
pupils often display in preparing for an examination. The only thing

equally remarkable is the speed with which what at one time seemed to

have such complete possession of the mind is forgotten.

It seems to me that I notice improvement this year in two very im-
portant points.

(1.) The knowledge of the Shorter Catechism displayed by the stu-

dents, so far at least as merely giving the words of the answer goes, is

very nearly all that one could wish. The attempt to analyse the

answers, or to fix clearly upon the thoughts contained in the separate

clauses, is not, indeed, quite so satisfactory. Only by such analyses

can the truths contained in the answer be intelligently impressed upon
the minds of the young. Yet mere correctness in repeating the words
is of more value than is often supposed, and I at least attach much im-
portance to it.

(2.) The spelling is this year decidedly better than I have sometimes
seen it. Still it is not quite so good as it ought to be ; and the students

cannot have it too deeply impressed upon them, that if there be one
thing more than another which will suggest to those inquiring after

teachers the thought of imperfect education and inferior culture, it is

bad spelling.

The exception to the satisfactory state of matters of which I have thus
spoken is connected with the junior male students at Glasgow. I do
not understand the amount of deficiency here. It does not mark the
papers of the female students, which exhibit as large a proportion to

be ranked " excellent " or " good " as one has any reason to expect. It

must therefore be the fault of the students themselves ; and carelessness,

rather than want of ability, must be at the bottom of it. The explana-

tion, given by a very large number, of the clauses of the Gospel of St
Luke proposed in the 7th question is very poor ; and the result has
been (though owing also to deficiency in other parts of their papers)
that too many of these students have found their place in the columns
marked "fair," and even "under fair." I am satisfied that things
need not be so, and I trust that there will be decided improvements
against another year.

The papers marked " excellent " and " good " in the following tables

may be recommended for some special recognition of their merit.

The following is a summary of the results in the individual Col-
leges :

—



EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 27

Edinburgh.

Forty male students presented themselves for examination. They
may be thus classed :

—

Excellent (70 per cent and upwards), . . 14

Good (60 per cent to 70 per cent), . . 15

Fair (50 per cent to 60 per cent), . . 9

Under Fair (under 50 per cent), . . 2

40

Forty-three female students presented themselves for examination.

They may be thus classed :

—

Excellent (70 per cent and upwards), . . 20

Good (60 per cent to 70 per cent), . . 17

Fair (50 per cent to 60 per cent), . . 6

Under Fair (under 50 per cent), . .

43
Glasgow.

Forty -two male students presented themselves for examination.

They may be thus classed :

—

Excellent (70 per cent and upwards), . . 3

Good (60 per cent to 70 per cent), . . 5

Fair (50 per cent to 60 per cent), . . 17

Under Fair (under 50 per cent), . . 17

42

Forty-four female students presented themselves for examination.

They may be thus classed :

—

Excellent (70 per cent and upwards), . . 13

Good (60 per cent to 70 per cent), . . 16

Fair (50 per cent to 60 per cent), . . 12

Under Fair (under 50 per cent), . . 3

44
Aberdeen.

Thirty-three female students presented themselves for examination.

They may be thus classed :

—

Excellent (70 per cent and upwards), . . 20

Good (60 per cent to 70 per cent), . . 8

Fair (50 per cent to 60 per cent), . . 5

Under Fair (under 50 per cent), . .

33

WiM. MiLLIGAN.
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APPENDIX V.

CLASS-LIST OF CANDIDATES FOR CERTIFICATES IN THE CHUUCll OF
SCOTLAND TRAINING COLLEGES, YEAR ENDING 31st DEC. 1879.

Note.—The Students in the First and Second Divisions are placed in order of merit. Brackets
denote equal merit. " D " indicates that the Student has obtained a Certificate of Com-
petency as a Teacher of Drawing.

Students of the Second Year.

FIRST DIVISION.
Morrison, Jessie.
Bi.ssett, Maggie M.
Reid, Margaret A.
Smith, Mary A.
Boss, Margaret.
Koss, Isaliella.

Clark, Jane.
Massie, Jane A.
Lobban, Isabella. (D.)
Kemp, Jane.
Cameron, Isabella.

Cruickshank, Margaret
W. L.

Forbes, Annie.
Mowat, Annie.
Gill, Jeannie.
Duncan, Christina.
Smart. Mary.
Gillanders, Mary. (D.)
Johnstone, Isabella W.
Taylor, Mary A.
Reid, Je.ssie.

SECOND DIVISION.
Tough, Annie.
Milne, Barbara J. (D.)

I.—ABERDEEN.
FEMALE STUDENTS.

f Hunter, Margaret R.

\ Watt, Christina B.
Coutts, Charlotte.
Calder, Jessy.
Dick, Annie.
Strachan, Helen.
Reid, Jane.
Gray, Helen.
Scott, Jane.
Lamb, Agnes.

J
Duff. Agnes.

( Duguid, Maggie.
Taylor, Eliza M.
Coutts, Margaret.
Kennedy, Isabella M.

Students of the First Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Begg, Jessie.

Lamb, Eliza.

Leslie, Jessie.

Kemp, Margaret.
Berry, Jane.

( Ander.son, Jeanie.

( Balfour, Catherine.
Chrystic, Maggie,
Rennett, Isabella M. (D.)

Garrow, Jessie.

Gray, Helen M.
Lunisden, Jane.
Aitkin, Agnes H.

f Johnstone, Anne E.

\ Tocher, Agnes.
Cheyne, Jessie A.

f Jackson, Mary.
\ Stephen, Mary M.
Robertson, Christina.
Kerr, Margaret.
Reid, Helen.

f Moir, Jane.

\ Taylor, Louisa S.

Keith, Georgina.
Mackie, Barbara M.

SECOND DIVISION.

Young, Margaret.
Maitland, Jessie.

Creighton, Jane.
Duflus, Maggie.
Finnic, Mary A.
Wilson, Ellen.

Mackay, Christina.

THIRD DIVISION.

Robertson, Isabella A.

II.—EDINBUEGH.

Sliidents of the Second Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

*Middleton, Charles J. (D )
*HamiIton, James.
*Crombie, Robert.
*Williamson, Robert. (D )

*Hunter, Kirkpatrick.
*Marshall, James.
Elliot, William.

( 'Mitchell, John.
\ Savage, Robert F. (D )

(1.)—MALE STUDENTS.

*Fraser, James.
Ross, John C.
Clark, Thomas.
Bell, John. (D.)
M'Curach, Edward.
*Smith, Francis W.
Crawford, Charles. (D.)

SECOND DIVISION.

Kerr, William.
Grieve, William.
Young, John.

Burt, William.
Martin, Robert.
Dunlop, John.
M'Lellaii, Thomas H.
Bowie, James.
Dodds, James.
M'Chlery, Charles.
Whyte, Richard.
Yule, William.
Valentine, Robert.
Smith, James. (D.)
Forsyth, Hugh A.

University Students under Article 102 h. Scotch Code.
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THIRD DIVISION.

Barnes, Gavin J. D.
Black, David.
*Cook, John.
Cowan, Alexander.
Hall, James.
Hamilton, Thomas.
Hewit, Thomas.
Jenkins, William.
Kay, George.
Keilock, Andrew.
*Landles, William R.
M'Innes, Martin B.

M'Phail, Alexander.
TurnbuU, James.
Vandepeear, Thomas.

Students of the First Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Hutcheson, Alexander.
*King, Thomas.

Students of the Second Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Johnstone, Wilhelmina.
Bitchie, Margaret A.
Macpherson, Mary. (D.)

Mitchell, Agnes. (D.)

Riach, Margaret. (D.)

Skeil, Elizabeth D.(U.)
Graham, Christina.

Stewart, Jemima C (D )

Sim, Margaret.
Hobb, Eliza.

Blyth, Catherine.
Kennedy, Kate.
Alexander, Jane. (D.)

Foggie, Mary L.

Malleigh, Mary.
Drummond, Margt. M'X.
Somers, Muir.
Scott, Maggie.
Smart, Isabella.

Hall, Elizabeth N.
Robertson, Jane.
Stewart, Annie.

SECOND DIVISION.

Allan, Janet S.

Cuthbert, Janet G.
Hornell, Elizabeth H.
Foggo, Jane.
Mackenzie, Christina J.

Mackay, Isabella M.
Farrel, Isabella.

Peace, Eliza.

Qstler, Mary J.

MALE STUDENTS—cojiimwed.

Izatt, Andrew.
Hewit, William.
Montgomery, George.
*Burnett, Alexander.
Weddell, Bowmont J.H. R.
Richard, Charles.
*Farquharson, William H.

SECOND DIVISION.

Morgan, Alexander.
Richardson, John.
Brown, John.
Taylor, Charles.
Johnston, Alex. J. (D.)
Belford, Frederick.
Currie, James.
TurnbuU, David L.

Mitchell, John.
*Kean, Charles G. (D.)
Simpson, William.
Scott, Robert.

(2.)—FEMALE STUDENTS.

Robertson, Jane A.
Inglis, Elspit J.

Campbell, Anne.
Ferguson, Maggie W.
Gardner, Jane A.

j Clark, Maria.

( Nicholson, Catherine.

Croal, Christina M.
Lees, Maggie.
Munro, Mary.
Burns, Wilhelmina H.
Hyud, Agnes L.

M'Arthur, Christina.

Hunter, Helen M'l.
Macleod, Wilhelmina.

THIRD DIVISION.

Crerar, Helen.

Students of the First Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Dawson, Mary N.
Reid, Margaret.
Young, Maggie. (D.)

Nicholson, Alexina.
M'Gregor, Elsie.

Forsyth, Christina.

Traill, Alison S.

Leitch, Jane B.
Brown, Janet Y.
Clark, Wilhelmina.
Learmonth, Agnes.
Galloway, Janet W.
M'Glashan, Margaret.
Stobie, Jane.

f Christie, James.
( Russel, Alexander.
Cunningham, John.
Sanderson, John C.

f M'Laren, William.

I Fewster, Joseph A.

THIRD DIVISION.

Birrell, Andrew.
Blake, Charles B.
Douglas, Thomas F.
Dutliie, Alexander M.
Goodall, Peter.
Greenwood, Samuel. (D.)
Lowson, Alexander.
M 'Galium, John.
M 'Galium, Thomas.
Pratt, William.
Seath, William S.

Shedden, George.
Wight, Alexander.

Danks, Christina P.
Cameron, Marjory.
M'Callum, Christina.

SECOND DIVISION.

Fergus, Jane.
Stewart, Elizabeth.
Smythe, Jane H.
Mackay, Helen.
Brown, Jeanie O.
Wardrop, Jane P.
Goodlet, Anne.
White, Helen,

f Drummond, Helen.
\ Stewart, Marion.
MoUison, Sarah.
Stivens, Elizabeth.
Fowlie, Margaret.
M' Walter, Jessie H.
Brabner, Jemima.
Walker, Jessie.

Inglis, Isabella I.

Henderson, Margaret F.
Liddle, Mary.
Richardson, Jane.
Dickson, Jane.
Laverock, Janet L.
Dickson, Jessie.

Mackay, Jane Y.
Campbell, Sarah.

THIRD DIVISION.

Gerrard, Jeannie B.
M'Neil, Minnie.
Wylie, Christina J.
Wyness, Annie.

Stiidents of the Second Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

*Aitken, David. (D.)
"Mitchell, William.

*Macfarlane, Malcolm. (D.)

III.—GLASGOW.

(L)—MALE STUDENTS.
*Bennie, James. (D.)
*Jarvie, Robert.
Crawford, Robert G. (D.)

*Taylor, John (No. 2). (D )

Lambie, Thomas S. (D.)

*Walker, William (D.)

*Moffiitt, William. (D.)
Montgomery, Robert (D.)
Smith, John. (D.)
Baillie, James G. (D.)
*Schultz, Henry B
Douglas, Thomas. (D.)

University Students under Article 102 h. Scotch Code.
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M'Millan, David. (D.)
Maitland, Peter (U.)
Fairlie, Jaines. (D.)
*Ro1iertsoii, Robert (D.)
Patrick, John (D.)
Taylor, John (No. 1). (D.)
Wylie, Alexander.
Duncan, Robert (D.)
Russell, James.

SECOND DIVISION.

Banuerman, David. (D )
Black, John. (D.)
Pinlayson, Peter. (D.)
*Saunders, James.
Nisbet, James. (D.)
Hunter, Robert.
Strathdce, Robert.
Mackellar, Archibald. (D.)

( Brown, William.
( Ritchie, James. (D.)

( Stevenson, John. (D.)
Dykes. Andrew. (D )

Howat, James.
Wdson, William. (D.)
Topping, James. (D )
Bell, Thomas.
Gray, John.

'MALE STUDENTS—continued.

i Nisbet, James.
\ Reid, Robert H.
M'Gregor, Duncan.

THIRD DIVISION.

Hay, John.
Lockhead, George. (D )

Watt, John (D.)

Students of the First Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Paterson, James. (D.)
Connor, Albert. (D.)
*Syningtun, Charles.
*Purdie, William.
Robertson, Charles S
*Crawford, Thomas. (D.)
*Aird, Robert. (D.)
Marshall, John.
Fisher, Alexander B
Gilmour, Duncan P. (D.)
Brown, William.

SECOND DIVISION.

Ferguson, William.
Morton, Alexander
Beveridge, John A.
Hannan, Thomas.

*Wyllie, Alexander L.
Allan, James B.
Russell, James H.
M'Laren, John.
Jarvie, James.

( M'Intosh, John A.
[ Peacock, John.
Simpson, John.
Borrowman, Andrew.
Innis, George A.
Smith, William J.

Barr, Thomas.
*Wilson, Andrew.
Young, Alexander.
Currie, James.
Watt, James N.
Stitt, Robert J.

THIRD DIVISION.

*Allan, John.
Anderson, John.
Heard, James.
M'Adam, James.
M' Knight, George D.

M' Knight, John.
Millar, Archibald.
Miller, George.
Smith, John.

Students of the Second Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Bennie, Annie C. (D.)
Finlay, Elizabeth S. (D.)
Williamson, Janet.
Maxwell, Jane D.
Kinloch, Annie.
Dickinson, Frances J.

M'Kell, Helen. (D.)

Black, Margaret F.

Boyd, Helen B.

( Lindsay, Jane M. (D.)

\ M'Intyre, Isabella. (D.)

Cunningham, Annie M.
Muir, Janet C. (D.)
Morton, Jessie G.
M'Culloch, Marion. (D.)
Norman, Mary.
Paul, Annie.
Gillespie, Maggie.
Beaumont, Jessie M.
Ker, Mary.
Currie, Ruth M. (D.)

( Johnston, Jane A. (D.)

'i Richmond, Elizabeth M.
Dunlop, Eliza S.

SECOND DIVISION.

Andrew, Maggie.
Kennedy, Jane.

(Johnston, Johanna J.

( Philips, Emily.
Nutt, Caroline P. (D )

Scott, Isabella C.

)—FEMALE STUDENTS.
Young, Mary.

|

Rankin, Marion B. t

( Dunn, Martha G.
1 Walker, Mary.
Ewen, Mary.
Thomson, EUen.
Forsyth, Mary.
Ingram, Jane H.

( Watson, Jane
\ Young, Maggie J.

I Fraser, Jessie.

( M'Farlane, Mary L.

Hay, Mary.
Thomson, Jeannie B.
Warden, Agnes.

THIRD DIVISION".

Danington, Isabella G.
M 'Andrew, Julia.

MUler, Janet.

Students of the First Year.

FIRST DIVISION.

Fish, Elizabeth J.

J Lamont, Annie C.

( M'Kechnie, Ellen M.
Chalmers, Helen M.
Cooke, Kate. (D.)
Shearer, Annie.
Baxter, Janet S.

Haining, Jessie.

Murchie, Mary J.

Fry, Marianne.
Hunter, Maggie A.

Craig, Maggie.
Gibson, Jessie. (D.)

Gibson, Elizabeth J.

Andross, Emma E.
Tait, Jane H.
Anderson, Marion C.

J M'Intyre, Margaret C.

( Spence, Ann.
Jackson, Agnes.
Sclanders, Catherine
M'Kenzie, Mary S.

Kerr, Janet S.

( Fisher, Jane W.
( Scott, Jeannie.
Logan, Mary.

SECOND DIVISION.

Auchinachie, Maggie.
Reid, Helen C.

Ward low, Isabella.

f Horn, Agnes.
( Walker, Agnes.
Livingston, Mary E.

Sinclair, Catherine J. E.
Russell, Catherine.
Macinto.sh, IsaViella.

Johnston, Sarah.
Bertram, Jaue.
Murray, Agnes S.

Livingstone, Catherine M.
Campbell, Magdaline E.
Stewart, Charlotte.

Cochrane, Jane E.

M'Lean, Janet.
Stewart, Isabella B

University Students under Article 102 6. Scotch Code.
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APPENDIX VI.

PROSPECTUS OF

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND TRAINING COLLEGES.

Under the Control and Management of the Education Committee of

the Church of Scotland.—Rev. Professor Dickson, D.D., Convener.

General Secretary—Professor Laurie, A.M., F.R.S.E.
„ . . „ ,. . „ , , \ Eev. Professor Dickson, D.D.
Examiners in Religious Knowledge-

j
j.^,^ Professor Milligan, D.D.

The Church of Scotland Training Colleges are situated in Edinburgh,

Glasgow, and Aberdeen. Those in Edinburgh and Glasgow are double

Colleges ; that is to say, they train both Masters and Mistresses. That
in Aberdeen trains Mistresses only. Accordingly, the number of single

Training Colleges is five.

The Students at present (February 1880) in training in these Colleges

are distributed thus :—
Male Students. Female Students.

Edinburgh, .... 90 90
Glasgow, .... 90 90
Aberdeen, .... ... 70

The total number of Students in training under the superintendence

of the Church is thus 430.

The course of training extends over two years, and none are admitted

as Students except those who have passed an Entrance Examination,

conducted by the Scotch Education Department. From among those

who pass the Entrance Government Examination the Committee select

as many as they can accommodate and train, after giving due considera-

tion to the results of their oivn examination in Religious Knotvledge and
Singing. In selecting from among the Candidates, the Committee fol-

low the Government order of merit, but always reserve to themselves

a discretionary power of departing from it. Their general rule is not
to take ani/ Queen's Scholars from the Second Class if the aggregate

number of First-Class successful Candidates is sufiicient to supply the

Training Colleges.

The Programme of Instruction in the Colleges is prescribed by the

Education Department, but the Education Committee of the Church
are not limited by this Programme. They give instruction in Religion,

on the basis of the Bible and Shorter Catechism, and they promote as
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much as possible in their own Institutions, and in connection with the
Universities, the study of Latin, Mathematics, and Elementary Science.

Students do not enter until they are eighteen years of age at least,

and are thus sufficiently advanced to make satisfactory progress under
the tuition of the Masters.

Among the subjects of instruction, the principles and practice of

teaching have a prominent place assigned to them. The lectures of

the Rectors on methods of instruction and school organisation are

practically illustrated in the Elementary or Practising Schools, which
form an integral part of the Training Colleges. In these Schools about
2100 children, from the age of four to sixteen, are on the roll.

Bursaries of the average value of ,£20 per annum, in addition to free

education, are given to all the Male Students ; a considerable number
of Bursaries, of the average value of about £9, is given to Female
Students. A fee for Education is exacted from Female Students.

These Bursaries, as well as all other expenditure connected with the

Training Colleges (including the Practising Schools), amounting in all

to about ^24,000 a-year, are paid by the Education Committee ; and
for the means of paying them they are dependent,

—

First, and mainly,

on Grants from Government, which are calculated on the attendance
at the Colleges, but are always limited by the number of Teachers who
have been successfully trained and have held schools for a period of

probation averaging about two years ; secondly, on the fees of Students
in the Colleges and children attending the Elementary or Practising

Schools ; and thirdly, the usual Parliamentary Grants in terms of the

Code.
On next page will be found a list of the Staff of each Training Col-

lege, and it is followed by a Prospectus showing the terms of admission,

which are the same for all the Training Colleges, these being all alike

superintended by the Education Committee in Edinburgh, assisted by
Sub-Committees composed of its own members in Edinburgh, Glasgow,
and Aberdeen.

N.B.

—

Fo7' List of Suh-Committees, see le<jinnin(j of this Report.



EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 33

1.—EDINBURGH TRAINING COLLEGES, JOHNSTON TERRACE
AND CHAMBERS STREET.

(FOR MALE AND FEMALE STUDENTS.)

Rector—The Rev. James Currie, M.A., LL.D.
Religious Knowledge and Principles \ m "Dppmow

of Teaching, \

Mathematics, Physics, and Geo-

graphy,
Peter Mackinlay, M.A.

Rev. a. Trot^ter, M.A., B.D.
Edward Kirkpatrick, M.A. Oxon.

Victor Richon, B.A. (Paris).

Joseph Geogheoan.
Alex. C. Mackenzie.
Miss Smith.

English Literature and History,

Latin and Drawing.
French, .

Singing,

Pianoforte,

Music Governess,

Training College Superintendejit ']

and Teacher of the Female In- ]>Miss Grant.
dustrial Department, J

^'Schoof'''^'''
""^ ^^'' Prc^<^ti'^iO

I

j^hes M'N. Steele.

Superintendent of Boarding-House, Mrs Harrower.

2.—GLASGOW TRAINING COLLEGE, NEW CITY ROAD
(FOR MALE AND FEMALE STUDENTS.)

Rector—David Ross, B.A., B.Sc.

Religious Knoioledge and Principles ) m RT,ipmm?
of Teaching,

Mathematics and Physical Science,

Gixiinmar, Geography, Natural
Science, &c..

Latin, Greek, History, Grammar,
French,

Draiving,

Needlework,

Singing,

Pianoforte,

Senior Master of Practising School,

Superintendent of Boarding-House,

J. Kerr, M.A.

I D. Forsyth, M.A.

J. Watt, M.A.
Mr Goreckl
D. Forsyth, M.A.
Misses E. Foulis and Dickson.
D. B. Johnston.
Dr Peace, assisted by Miss Oatt.
W. Young.
Mrs Nairne.

3.—ABERDEEN TRAINING COLLEGE, GEORGE STREET.
(FOR FEMALE STUDENTS ONLY.)

Rector—Joseph Ogilvie, M.A.
Religious Knowledge and Principles ) m -d

OT J. vCtCii't'iiiJ*

English History, Geography, Arith-
metic, cfcc,

Industrial Teacher,

Drawing,

R. M'WiLLIAM, M.A.

Miss Vollar.
John P. Fraser.
Miss Cleland and Assistant.

James Wilson.
Septimus Parker.
Miss Cleland.

Practising
|
j^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^j_^_

French,

Singing,

Pianoforte,

Music Governess,

Senior Master of the

School,

Superintendent of Boarding-House, ' Miss Vollar,
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PROSPECTUS FOE MALE STUDENTS.

Terms of Admission.

N.B.

—

The next Entrance Examination will he held at the Edinburgh
and Glasgoiv Training Colleges, beginning on Tuesday the QtJi

of July 18b0, at 9.30 a.m.

The Session does not begin till SOth January 1881.

All intending Students, whether Candidates for Bursaries or not,

must 2yresent themselves at the Entrance Examination, and intimate

their intention to do so on or before \st June*
Along with the intimation, a Certificate from the Minister of the

Cliurch to which the Candidates belong, andfrom the Correspondent of
the School in which they have served their ajjprenticeshij), must be sent.

The Bursaries are noiv thrown open to all young men, tchether

they have been Pupil-Teachers or not, ivho are prepared to accept the

instruction and submit to the discip)line of the School. Candidates

loho have not been Pupil-Teachers must be above 18 years of age on

1st January 1881, and must send a certificate of their age.

From among those returned by the Privy Council as having passed

the Examination successfully, a certain number of Male Candidates,

not fewer than 40, will be selected by the Committee for admission to

each Training College, and will receive (during the pleasure of the

Committee) a Bursary which will amount to £20 per annum. Those
who pass in the First Class, and have L appended to their names,

signifying that they have passed in Latin, will receive a Bursary of

£22. Preference will also be given, in making the selection of suc-

cessful candidates to be admitted, to those who have passed this

Government Examination in Latin. These Bursaries may be with-

drawn or suspended at any time if the Students are not giving

satisfaction.

All Students are required to pay annually £2 each a8 a contribution to the Book
Fund of the Training Colleges, in return for which all necessary books will be
given to them by the Committee. This payment must be made by all, whether
the books are taken or not. The books required by University Students will be

paid for to the amount of one-half the cost.

Successful Candidates, to the number specified above, will be admitted only on
their being certified to be in vigorous health, and on their signing a stringent obliga-

tion by which they will undertake to complete a two years' course at the Training

College (should the Committee see fit to prolong their attendance for two years),

and immediately thereafter to serve in an Elementary School under inspection,

until they have received from the Education Department, London, their parch-

ment certificates, which are issued after about two years' probation in a school under
inspection. Students breaking this obligation will, besides incurring other pen-

* Apply for Forms of Application for the Edinburgh Training College to Professor

Laurie, Training College, Chambers Street, Edinburgh ; for Glasgow, to Mr D. Rots,

TraiaJDg College, New City Road, Glasgow,
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alties, be required to repay the full amount of the Bursaries paid to them by the

Committee. In the event of a Student's health failing, or of his not having made
progress satisfactory to the Committee during his first year, or of misconduct of

any kind (of which the Committee is the final judge), his attendance for a second

year will be dispensed with.
*

SUBJECTS OF EXAMINATION.

t

Candidates are specially requested to practise a neat clean style of HandivrUiiig,

as this has an important hearing on their chances of success.

The subjects of Examination are the same as those entered in the Pupil-

Teacher's broadsheet for the fifth year, First Schedule, Scotch Code, viz. :

—

(1.) Reading with good articulation and expression, Dictation, and Penmanship.

(2.) English Grammar, with the Elements of the Analysis of Sentences, and
a knowledge of the Latin Prepositions. Questions on the sources and growth of

the English language.

(3.) Composition (on some simple subject).

(4.) Arithmetic— Proportion, Vulgar and Decimal Fractions, and Simple
Interest; three Books of Euclid, and Algebra to Quadratic Equations inclu-

sive.

(5.) The general Geography of the Earth, especially that of the British Isles

and Colonies. Maps to be drawn from memory.

(6.) Outlines of British History.

(7. ) Music—The elements of Notation and Transposition—Singing.

(8.) School Management—Elementary Questions.

(9.) Latin, or some other language.

The Authorities of the Training CoUer/es will also examine Can-

didates (1) in the Outlines of Scrijyture History to tJie period of the

Judges inclusiue ; the Parables of our Lord ; and the Shorter Cate-

chism. (2) In Singing. (3) As to the general fitness of the Can-

didate for the ivork of a Public School. Ahility to sing is a very

important qualification : Candidates will be expected to be able, at

least, to sing and to sol-fa a few ordinary Psalm-Tunes. %

UNIVERSITY STUDY.

I. Queens Scholars loho pass in the Fiist Class, and are marhcd by the Scotch
Education Department as having satisfied the I)epartment in Latin or Grcclc,

loill he sent to the University for a two years' curricidum on the \st November
1880. This curriculum is entirely regulated by the Committee. These University

* There are not now any Bursaries for Gaelic-speaking Students who fail to pass
the Government Entrance Examination. The Bursaries offered by the Society for
the Propagation of Christian Knowledge, and by the Ladies' Gaelic Association, now
enable Gaelio-speaking Students to obtain preparatory instruction.

t A list of the questions (price 7d. post free) proposed to Candidates last year may
be procured from Messrs Longmans & Co., 39 Paternoster Row, London, E.C., and
should be purchased by all intending Candidates.

X The Education Department allows additional marks to those who pass the fol-

lowing examination ;—(1.) Sounding single notes or passages of two or more notes
in a given scale from dictation ; or naming such notes sounded by the Examiner.
(2.) Sol-fa-ing or reading without musical intonr.tion a unison passage of one or
more measures in time ; or giving the time, names of such measure or measures,
recited by the Examiner.
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Quc-en's Scholars will receive in atldition to their Bursaries their class and matri-

culation fees. They are required to attend such classes at the Normal Schools,

after they open, as the Committee may fix. This privilege, like all others, con-

tinues only during the pleasure of the Committee.
II. Arrangements have also been made with the Department to secure permis-

sion to Queen's Scholars, who fulhl the above requirements, to attend the

Universities of Aberdeen or St Andrews, should they prefer either of these

Universities to Edinburgh or Glasgow, provided not fewer than six desire to

attend at each University. Their ordinary Normal School instruction will be

arranged for both in Aberdeen and St Andrews.
Note.—The Committee would press on Pupil-Teachers the importance of com-

ing \\\) to the examination thoroughly disciplined in the elements of Latin and
Mathematics.

PEOSPECTUS FOR FEMALE STUDENTS.

Terms of Admission.

IST.B.

—

The next Entrance Examination will he JieJd at the Edinburgh,
Glastjow, and Aberdeen Traininq Colleges, commencing on Taeisday

the 6th of July 1880, at 9.30 a.m.

The Session does not begin till 30th January 1881.
All intending Students, whether Candidates for Bursaries or not,

must present themselves at the Entrance Examination, and intimate

their intention to do so on or before \st June*
Along with the intimation, a Certificate from, the Minister of the

Church to which the Candidates belong, andfrom the Correspondent of
the School in which they have served their apprenticeship, must be

sent.

The Bursaries are now thrown open to all young jjersons, tchether

they have been Pupil-Teachers or not, xcho are prepared to accept the

instruction and submit to the discipline of the Colleges. Candidates
who have not been Pupil-Teachers must be above 18 years of age
on \st January 1881, and must send a certificate of their age.

From among those returned by the Privy Council as having passed

the Examination successfully, 20 Female Candidates will be selected

by the Committee for admission to each Training College, and
will receive (during the pleasure of the Committee) Bursaries as

follows :

—

(1.) One of £18.+

(2.) One of £15.+

(3.) Eighteen of £8.

These Bursars will be allowed the full equivalent of the above
sum in the form of board and lodging in tlie Boarding-Houses, 12

* Apply for Forms of Application to Professor Laurie, Training College, Chambers
Street, Edinburgh, for the Edinburgh College ; Mr D. Ross, Training College, New
City Road, (xlasgow, for the Glasgow College ; and Mr J. Ogilvie, 9 Bon Accord
Square, Aberdeen, for the Aberdeen College.
+ In Glasgow this Bursary is called the " Ferguson Scholarship."
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Picardy Place, Edin"burgh; 442 Sanchieliall Street, Glasgow; and 12
Charlotte Street, Aberdeen,—that is to say, they will be boarded,

lodged, &c., for £2, £5, and £12 per annum respectively. No?i-bur-

sars residing in the Boarding-Hoiises pay £20 per annum.
Bursars who fail to pass higher than the third division at the end

of the first year will forfeit their Bursaries for the second year.

In addition to the Bursars, Candidates not fewer than 14 in num-
ber, selected from the list of all who have passed at the three Train-

ing Colleges, Avill be admitted at their own charges to the Edinburgh
and Glasgow Training Colleges, and « to Aberdeen Training College,

but subject to the same conditions in all respects as the liursars.

Bursars are required to pay an Education Fee of £3 per session.

Non-hursars pa]) a reduced fee of £'2.

All Students are required to pay annually £2 each as a contribution to the
Book Fund of the Training Colleges, in return for which all necessary books
will be given to them by the Committee. This payment must be made by all,

whether the books are taken or not.

Successful Candidates, to the number specified above, will be admitted only
on their being certified to be in vigorous health, and on their signing a stringent

obligation by which the}'^ will undertake to complete a two years' course at the
Training Colleges (should the Committee see fit to jirolong their attendance for

two years), and immediately thereafter to serve in an Elementary School under
inspection, until they have received from the Education Dei)artment, London,
their parchment certificates, which are issued after about two years' probation in

a school under ins])ection. Students breaking this obligation will, besides inciir-

ring other penalties, be required to return the full amount of the Bursaries paid
to them by the Committee. In the event of a Student's health failing, or
of her not having made progress satisfactory to the Committee during her first

year, or of misconduct of any kind (of which the Committee is the final judge),

her attendance for a second year will be dispensed with.

SUBJECTS OF EXAMINATION.*

Candidates are specially requested to jjractise a neat clean style of Ilandwritiii;/,

as this has an rmportant bearing on their chances of success.

The subjects of Examination are the same as those entered in the Pupil-
Teacher's broadsheet for the fifth year, First Schedule, Scotch Code, viz. :

—
(1.) Reading with good articulation and expression. Dictation, and Penman-

ship.

(2.) English Grammar, with the Elements of the Analysis of Sentences.
Questions on the sources and growth of tlie English language.

(3.) Composition (on some simple subject).

(4.) Arithmetic—Proportion, Vulgar and Decimal Fractions, and Simple
Interest.

(5.) The general Geography of the Earth, especially that of the British Isles

and Colonies. Maps to be drawn from memory.
(6.) Outlines of 13ritish History.

(7.) Music—The elements of Notation and Transposition— Singing.

(8.) School Management—Elementary Questions.

(9.) Domestic Economy, including Needlework and Shaping.

(10.) French (voluntary, but mai-ks are assigned to it).

* A list of the questions (price 7d. post free) proposed to Candidates last vear may
he procured from Messrs Longmans & Co., 39 Paternoster Row, London, E.G., and
should be purchased by all intending Candidaies.
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The Avthorities of the Training Colleges will also examine Candi-

dates (1) in the outlines of Scripture History to the period of the

Judges inclusive; the Parables of our Lord; and the Shorter Cate-

chism. (2) In singing. And (3) as to their general fitness for the

work of an Elementary School. Ability to sing is a very imptortant

qualification in the case of all Female Candidates, and loill be regarded

as indispensable to the obtaining of a Bursary. All Candidates will

be expected to be able, at least, to sing and to sol-fa a few ordinary

Psalm-Tunes.

Note.—Pianoforte Instruction is provided for those who have already

some knowledge of the instrument. The Committee will determine

which of the Students shall take this instruction. A fee of three

guineas per Session will be the entire charge for Lessons, use of

Instruments, and Music.

]^.p».

—

Contribution to Booh Fund and Fees of Students are p)ay-

dble at tlte beginning of the Session.

Boarders will be required to contribute one-half of the sum p>ayable

by them for Board at the beginning of the Session, and tlte remaining

half on 1st Sejjtember. Sp>ecial attention is directed to this rule.
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APPENDIX VII.

SUPERANNUATION LIST.

Yearly Allowance
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APPENDIX VIII.

ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS

For Tear to 2>\st December 1879.

I.—ge:n'eral funds.

CHARGE,

I. Income of the Scheme for Year 1879

—

1. Collections and Contributions

—

From Churches and Chapels,
From Associations, &c.—

•

Society for Propagating Christian Know-
ledge, ..... £300

Baird Trustees, , . ,300
Lay Association, ... 6
Collectioa at Blantyre Mis., East Africa, 1

From Individuals, . , , .

2. Legacies, .......
Together,

Deduct Interest charged on overdrawn Bank Account
for year 1879, ......

Amount of Income,

II. Balance clue by the General Scheme at Zlst December 1879

—

Due to the Union Bank, . . . £27 8 4
Less balance due by Secretary, . , IS 3

Sum of the Ciiaege,

£79 3 6

607 5
32 8 4

£718 16 10
665 15 10

£1384 12 8

24 9 10

£1360 2 10

9 8 1

£1.369 10 11
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DISCHARGE.

I. Bcdance due hy the ScJieme at Slst December 1878, as per last

Account, viz.:—
Due to the Union Bank, . . . . . £179 9 1

Due to the Secretary, . . . . . 26 11 9

II. Expenditure during 1879

—

1. Grants for Religious Instruction, . £657
2. Salary to Mr Macquarrie, Insjiector of

Religious Instruction in Schools, to

31st May, . . . . 145 16 8
3. Printing, Advertising, and Stationery

—

1. Report to General Assembly, in-

cluding copies for annual volume
of Reports, and proportion of

expense of binding and distri-

buting volume, . £71 15 10
2. General Expenses, . 8 8 1]

80 4 9
4. Travelling Expenses, &c., incurred by

Mr Macquarrie, . . . 122 17 2

5. Convener's expenses, . . . 10

6. Travelling expenses of Members of Com-
mittee, . . . . 16 3 6

7. Share of Expenses of Schemes' Office

—

1. Balance for 1878, .£678
2. For 1879, . . 24

30 7 8
Secretary's Postages and Incidental

Expenses

—

1. Postages, &c., incurred by Secretary
during 1879, . . £7 19 6

2. Miscellaneous Expenses, 14 IS 6

9. Expenses of Management

—

1. Proportion of Secretary's Salary
chargeable upon the General Fund
from 31st December 1878 to 30th
June 1879, . . £75

2. Auditor and Accountant's
Fee for 1878, . . 15 7 4

22 18

90 7 4

Total Expenditure, £1175 15 1

From which deduct amount received for

books sold, . . . , 12 5

£206 10

1163 10 1

Sum of the Dtscharge, equal to the Charge, £1369 10 11
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II.—EESERVE FUND.

CHARGE.

I. Income during the Year 1879

—

1. Interest on Investments :

—

1. On £1500, due by the North British Railway Com-
pany on Debenture No. a/3132, . . . £55 1 7

2. On £2000 due by do. on do. No. a/3556, £73 8 9

Add excess over capital sum realised

for Debenture on its being sold in

December, 3 7 4

3. On Deposit Eeceipts with Union Bank,

Less interest charged by Union Bank on account

current kept with them for year to 31st De-
cember 1879, .....

76 10

127 19
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Brought forward,

IV. Insurance on Ncio Normccl ScJiool Buildings,

V. Interest on £5000 Loan over Neio Normal School Bidldings

for half a year, .....
VI. Paijments on account of erection of Neiv Normal School

Buildings—
1. Sums paid to Messrs Geo. Roberts & Son,

builders, . . . . £5105 15 10
2. Sums paid to architect, being balance of

his fee, . . . . 236
.3. Wages to clerk of works, . . 94 10
4. Account for heating-apparatus, . 160
5. Accounts for grates, gasfittings, &c., . 158 10 3

VII. Laio and Conveyancing expenses, ....
A''III. Sum lodged with Union Bank on Deposit Receipt,

(Being Ferguson Legacy for bursary in Glasgow
Training College.)

£983 3 9

7 1 10

73 8 9

5754 16 1

126 4 4

1192 5 2

Sum of the Discharge, £8136 19 11

The sum of the Charge is, as on page 42,

The sum of the Discharge is, as above, ....
Balance against the Fund at 31st December 1879,

Composed of

—

Balance due to the Union Bank on account
current, ..... £300 9

Add draft issued but not cashed prior to close

of Accounts, . . . . 7 10

£7829 9 2

8136 19 11

£307 10 9

— 307 10 9

IIL—EDmBUEGH l^ORMAL SCHOOL FUKDS.

Abstract of Accounts for the Year to Zlst December 1879.

L—TRAINING DEPARTMENT.

C H A £ G £.

Balance on 1st January 1879-
In 15ank,

In Secretary's hands,
£217 5 4

10

1. Grants from the Scotch Education Depart-
ment,..... £5130 8 3

2. Grants from Science and Art Department, 112
3. Students' fees, . . . . 117
4. Amount received from Students for Books

sold to them, . . . . 364
5. Fees for board, . . . . 684 10

£227 5 4

Carry forward. £6407 18 3 £227 5 4
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Brought fo
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//. PRACTISING DEPARTMENT.

For the Year ending 2\st May 1879.

CHARGE.

I. Balance in favour of the Practising Department at ^\st May
1878—

Per last Account, ..... £1247 1 4
II. School Fees received—

Balance for quarter commencing 6th May
1878, referred to in last Account, . . £10

Add later Fees received on ISth July, . 116 6

£21 6 6
For quarter commencing 10th September 1878, 289 4 6

Do. do. 25th November 1878, 277 3
Do. do. 10th February 1879, 277 3 6
Do. do. 5th May 1879, . 254 15 6

III. Grants—
1. From Privy Council for Augmentation of

Teachers' Salaries and Gratuities on
account of Pupil-Teachers, . . £525 8

2. From Science and Art Department, . . 20 1 6

IV Interest on Bank Accoimt—
Interest allowed by Bank for year to ISth April 1879,

II19 13

545 9 6

13 7 2

Sum of the Charge, £2925 II

£654 10
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IV.—GLASGOW NOEMAL SCHOOL FUNDS.

From 1st January to 21 si Deceiriber 1879.

I.—TRAINING DEPARTMENT.

INCOME.

To Grants from Scotch Education Department, .... £5957 14 6

,, Grants from Science and Art Department

—

Art Grant, £90 10

Science do., 39 10

130

,, Students' Fees, 195 18

„ Amount received from Students for Books sold to tliem, . . 396 5 5

,, Boarding-house Receipts—Fees for board, 883 3 6

„ Balance due to Royal Bank, 1011 6 11

Sum op the Income, . . £8574 8 4

EXPENDITUEE.
By Balance on 1st January 1879, £1027 19

„ Salaries of Teachers, 2145 11 6

„ Books, Apparatus, and Stationery, 673 11 11

,, Printing, Postages, and other Office Charges, . . . . 119 19 9

,, Bursaries to Students, 2525

„ Servants' Wages, 117 3 9

„ Fuel and Liglit, 40 8 5

„ Medical Attendance, 50

,, Replacement of Furniture and Rejiairs to Building, , . . 87 7 1

„ Rent, Rates, Taxes, and Insurance, 52 8 6

„ Cost of Garden, 3 12 5

,, Boarding-house Expenditure, 1091 18 7

„ Teachers' Salaries—Art Department, 45 5

,, ,, ,, Science ,, 50

„ Apparatus „ ,, 4 3 10

„ Contribution to General Expenses of Education Committee, . 125

„ Fee to Examiners in Religious Knowledge, 42

,, Religious Knowledge Prizes, 16 4 8

„ Church Seats, . . 36

„ Board of two Servants, 49 8

,, University Students' Class and Matriculation Fees, . . . 256 10

,, Interest on Bank Account, 14 15 11

Sum ov the Expenditure, . . £8574 8 4
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II.—PRACTISING DEPARTMENT.

For Year ending 'd\st March 1880.

INCOME.
To Grant from the Committee of Council on Education, . . . £772 16 6

„ School Fees, 1286 5 4

,, Amount received from Children for Books sold to them, . . 74 14 10

,, Grants from the Science and Art Dej)artraent, . . . . 96 16 6

,, Balance due to Royal Bank, 572 18 9

Sum of the Income, . . £2803 11 11

EXPENDITUEE.
By Balance on 1st April 1879. £162 19 1

Teachers* Salaries, .

Pupil-Teachers' Salaries,

Books, Apparatus, and Stationery,

Printing, Postages, and other Office Charges,

Servants' Wages,

Fuel and Light,

Replacement of Furniture and Repairs to Building,

Rates, Taxes, and Insurance,

Household Expenses,

Expenses in connection with Science and Art Examinations,

Interest on Bank Account,

Sum of the Expenditure, .

1621 10
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EXPENDITURE.

By Salaries of Teacliers or Officers engaged in discipline, . £1052 15

,, Books, Apparatus, and Stationery, . . . . 181 3 1

,, Printing, Postage, and other Office Charges, . . 103 4 3

,, Bursaries to («) 3.3 Female Students not residing in Board-
ing - house, £376

; (&) 7 Female Students residing in

Boarding-house, £90, . . . . . 466

,, Wages of one servant not engaged in instruction or disci-

pline, . . . . . . . 40 10

,, Fuel and Light, . . . . . . 36 16

,, Medical Attendance for 72y^ Students {i.e., doctors' bills only), 31 5

,, Eeplacement of Furniture and Repairs to Buildings (of this

sum £81, Is. lOd. represents the expenditure on build-

ings and fixtures), . . . . . 96 9 6

,, Rent, Rates, Taxes, and Insurance, . . . . 34 1 11

,, Boarding-house expenditure, .... 469 2 6

,, Current expenditure not included above, viz.

—

Additional furniture, . . . £25 15 6

Proportion of general expenses of Education Com-
mittee for Training Colleges, . . 35

Do. of fee to Examiners in Religious Knowledge, 20

Prize books for Religious Knowledge, . 5

Expenses of Social Meeting with Students at

close of the Session, ... 4

Sittings in West Church, ... 7

Expenditure on additional class-room.

Do. on addition to Boarding-house,

Balance on 31st December 1879,

£64
800

6 10

Sum of the Expenditukk,

97 6 6

864 6 10
432 16 11

£3905 17 6

II.—PRACTISING DEPARTMENT.

Foe Year ending Zlst October 1879.

INCOME.

To Balance on 1st November 1878,

,, Grant from Committee of Council on Education,

,, Voluntary contribution. Kirk-session of West Parish,

,, School-pence paid by Scholars,

,, Amount received for books, &c., sold to Children, .

,, Income arising

—

From Department of Science and Art, . £31 17

Bank Interest on account current, . 5 11

Amount overpaid to John Adam, Bookseller,

on 31st October 1878, . . . 10

£237
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By Salaries

—

Teachers, . . . .

Special Grant for Religious Instruc-

tion, . . . .

Drawing Grant,

Assistants, . . . .

Drawing Grant,

Articled rupil-leachers,

EXPENDITURE.

. .£488

44

19 17

£551 17

4-23 12

11

434 12

117 10

Books, Apparatus, and Stationery, .

Fuel and Light,

Replacement of, and repairs to, furniture,

Cleaning, ....
Rejjairs to Buildings,

Rent, temporary additional aeconnnodation.

Other expenses, viz.

—

On account of Printing and Advertising (including

expense of printed Prize (Jertilicates),

Oflice expenses. Secretaries' salaiies, &c..

Interest on account current, . . . •

Bahince on 31st October 1879, as per Pass-ltook with Bank
oCSroiland, .....

Sum of tde ExrENDiruiiE,

£1103 19

26 7 10

9 12 3

27 11 6

12 10

66 10 6
10 8 4

23 11 8

27 1

10 5

'272 1 10

£1580 4 4

STATE OF PROPERTY AND FUNDS as at

31.ST Decembkr 1879.

1. Amount invested in Schemes Office, and in Glasgow Normal
School Buildings, ......

2. Value of House No. 12 Picardy I'lace, and furniture therein,

&c., ........
'^. Value of Aberdeen Training College and Boarding House, .

4. Value of ground adjoining Kdinlnirgh Normal School, ac-

quired in 1876, ......
5. Value of New Edinburgh Normal School and furniture,

G. Sum invested in Railway Debenture

—

In North British Railway Debenture No. a/3i;i2, repayable

at Whitsunday 1 882, interest at 4 per cent,

7. Sum in Union Bank on Deposit Receipt

—

On D.R. dated 22d April 1879 (representing the Ferguson

Bequest, specially destined for (ilasgow Training Col-

lege, and interest thereon), ....

£800 (y

.•}0()0

.S500

900

lOJIOO

1.500

1192 5 2

Carry i'oiward, £20,892 5 2
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Bronj,rht forward, £20,892 5 2

Less

—

1. 8um due to the 'I'riistecs of the late Dr
IJell, on bond and disposition in security

over New Normal School buildin;,'s, . £5000

2. Balance against this Fund, as on p. 43, . 307 10
5307 10 9

£15,584 14 5

From which falls to be dedticted balance against the General

Scheme, . 9 8 1

Net amount of Education Committee's Property and
Funds at 31st December 1879, . . .

" £15.575 6 4

Irrespective of balances on the Accounts of the Normal
Schools.

l'rei>ared and submitted by

GEORGE MURliAY, AadUor.

42 Cartlk Strket, Edinburgh,
\1fh Mnrrh 1880.
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Extrart Deliverance of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

on the foregoinri Report of the Education Committee.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-fourth day of May Eighteen

hundred and eighty, Session five :

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of tScotland being

met and constituted,

—

inter rdia.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on

Education, which was given in and read by Dr Dickson, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed to, that,

—

The General Assembly receive the Report, and record their thanks

to the Committee.

The General Assembly are glad to learn that the several Training

Colleges are doing their work with efficiency and success, and that the

recent additions to the buildings at Edinburgh and Aberdeen afford

increased facilities for its prosecution. They trust that the measiires

adopted for enabling Training College students to attend University

classes, may conduce to a yet fuller equipment of the future teachers

of the country for their important functions.

The General Assembly approve generally of the steps taken by

the Committee to carry out the special instructions of last Assembly

regarding the provision for the training of pupil-teachers in Latin, and

they cherish the hope that due effect may be given to the representa-

tions made by the Committee to the Scotch Education Department on

the subject.

The General Assembly reappoint the Committee with the same

powers,—Dr Dickson, Convener, and Mr David Smith, Vice-Convener.

Eoctractedfrom the Record!< of the General Assemhlj/ >f the

Church of Scotland hi/

JOHN TTJLEOCH, CL Ecd. Scot.
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Extract Deliverance of the General Assembly of tJie Church of Scotland

071 tlve following Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-seventh day of May, One thousand

eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted,

—

inter alia.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Foreign Mission

Committee, which was given in by the Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

—

The General Assembly approve of the Report, record their thanks

to the Convener, the Correspondents, and other members of Committee,

to the Corresponding Boards in India, and to their Missionaries ; and
they appoint as a Committee for next year the gentlemen whose names
have already been submitted by the Joint Committee—Dr Herdman,
Convener, with all the usual powers.

The Assembly record their deep thankfulness to Almighty God for

the continued and steady progress that has been made at all our sta-

tions, for the increase in the number of agents, the considerable acces-

sion of converts from heathenism, and particularly that already the

first-fruits have been reaped in China. While regretting that the in-

come of the scheme has fallen off, at a time when extended operations

had led to increased permanent expenditure, they trust that with re-

vived national prosperity there may come also augmented offerings for

the carrying on of the Church's great Missionary work, and cordially

commend the Foreign Missions of the Church to the increased liber-

ality of her people.

Recognising their entire dependence upon the Divine blessing for

beneficial results from the labours of their missionaries, the General
Assembly commend the whole work to the earnest and persevering

prayers of the office-bearers and members of the Church : they concur

in the suggestion that, where practicable, the Wednesday nearest to

the 30th of November should annually be observed as a day of inter-

cession for Missions ; and they recommend that on Sabbath the 5th

December next, ministers should take occasion, when intimating the

collection for Foreign Missions to be made on the following Lord's

Day, to direct the special attention of congregations to their duty and
privilege in being the Lord's fellow-labourers in the extension of His
kingdom throughout the earth.

The Assembly rejoice to hear of the continued progress of good
work among the females of India, carried on in connection with the

Ladies' Association for the Advancement of Female Education in

India, which they commend to the prayers and liberality of the

Church.
The Assembly defer pronouncing a Deliverance on the questions

affecting the African Mission, and the proposed United Christian Col-

lege at Madras ; and they renew to the Committee the remit of last

year regarding a formula for the use of Native Churches in India.

Extractedfrom the Records of the General Asstmhli/ of the

Church of Scotland bij

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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REPORT.

The past year has been one of unusual strain. The' experience

has been very varied both at home and abroad. Apprehensions

have arisen, and again been quieted ; dijBiculties that caused

anxiety have found a satisfactory conclusion ; and discourage-

ments in one quarter have been more than balanced in others by

manifest blessing. Amid all, your Committee rejoice to believe

that the important interests with which they are charged have

made some real progress ; and they gladly record much reason for

gratitude to God.

Funds.

For several years the Committee have been happily in a posi-

tion to consult and act for the advancement of the great scheme

intrusted to their care without being hampered by an empty

exchequer. As has often been observed of the ways of God, His

providence and His grace concurred in the lengthening of Zion's

cords and the strengthening of her stakes. The discoveries and

death of Livingstone drawing attention to Africa, that country

was found to be open to the explorer ; and speedily funds were

supplied by members of the Church of Scotland to send a Mission

thither. The wall of China presenting many a gap, Scottish

Christians were prompted to offer the means of penetrating with

the Word of Life into the interior ; and suitable agents were pro-

vided, A visitation of cholera sweeping over Darjeeling awoke

the hearing ear, and, by the Comforter, not a few hearts touched

with sorrow were won to the Saviour. Tidings of this induced

some of our ablest young preachers to volunteer for such a field.

With thankfulness for the past, we take courage to set plainly
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before the Church the present condition of her finances. The

following figures speak for themselves :

—

Ineome of
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reach of the National Church, to carry the saving truth not only

to our fellow-subjects in Hindostan, but to the benighted de-

scendants of Ham, and the teeming millions in the land of

Sinim. It is through ministers and kirk-sessions that the facts

must make their appeal to congregations ; and to them also the

people will look for an example in giving. Let us but keep our

people well informed, set before them a high standard of giving,

and furnish every facility for systematic contribution, and, with-

out doubt, the treasury will receive all needful supply. Fidelity

to the Eedeemer, with a survey of the state of the nations, sum-

mons all who love Him to immensely more missionary service

than for the most part Christians have yet learned to render.

And it will be a positive blessing to our own parishes if, on

evangelical grounds and adequate information, they are led to

deeper compassion for the perishing far away ; and, remembering

the Master's words, " the field is the tuorld," are roused to do

what they can for its countless inhabitants who still sit in dark-

ness and the shadow of death.

Missionaries.

After being ordained for Darjeeling, the Eev. J. W. Fleming

was unexpectedly and reluctantly obliged to change his destina-

tion, owing to health, which had been impaired during his last

session at College. His friend, the Eev. Archibald Turnbull, B.D.,

an eminent student from the Edinburgh Hall, at once stepped

forward to fill the vacancy ; and he was followed by the Eev. W.

S. Sutherland from Aberdeen. Both have joined Mr Macfarlane

at Darjeeling. An excellent young man—Mr Charles Paterson,

M.A., LL.B.—was sent out in January last to take charge of

educational matters at Vellore ; and an experienced Professor of

English— Mr W. Fish, M.A.—was appointed to the Calcutta

College. It will be the paramount aim of these missionary

teachers to lead their pupils to the foot of the Cross.

Dr Macklin is absent on furlough from Blantyre, but his place

has been taken by Dr Peden ; and Mr Henry Henderson has

gone back to assist in the formation of a branch in the neigh-

bourhood of Mount Zomba, to utilise the Mission produce, and to

stimulate and direct the native industries of the district. The
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' Eecord ' for October notices the lamented death of the Eev.

Daniel Jacob at Madras. Let the Lord's goodness be acknow-

ledged in sparing the lives and health of all His other servants

!

South India College.

Obstacles have arisen in giving effect to the deliverance of last

General Assembly with regard to the projected United Christian

College at Madras. There has been no interruption, indeed, to the

friendly character of the negotiations with the Free Church Com-

mittee. But the scheme threatens to be so costly, and so many

points of uncertainty attach to it, that the Committee have re-

solved to print the minutes on the subject and refer the matter

to the Assembly for decision. The documents appear in the

Appendix.

Baptisms.

There is a gratifying increase in the number of converts—men

and women who, coming out from heathenism, have made a

public profession of faith in Jesus. In the ' Missionary Eecord
'

interesting accounts have been given of several—from China, the

Punjaub, Darjeeling, and Bengal. Altogether, 55 adults were

baptised last year, 17 of them females—viz., at Calcutta, 11
;

Madras, 6 ; Vellore, 12 ; Poona, 3 ; Sealkote, 3; Gujrat, 1; Dar-

jeeling, 13 ; Chumba, 4 ; and I'chang, 2.

Formula for Native Churches in India.

At the time when these sheets must go to press, no final report

has been received from the Formula Sub-Committee. It is under-

stood, however, that their deliberations, in conference with the

representatives of other Churches, are almost ripe ; and there

may be a statement ready for this General Assembly. If not, the

Assembly may be pleased to renew the remit on this important

and difficult matter.

The Correspondents, who so largely aid in carrying on the

business of the Committee, have prepared the following accounts

of their several stations. Eeaders must be impressed with the

genuineness of the work, its variety, and its promise. At the
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worst, it is a "going forth weeping, bearing precious seed." We
endeavour to sow the good seed widely, notwithstanding the

multitude of birds of the air ready to devour it up, in hope that

some may take root, and bring forth fruit unto life eternal.

I.—CALCUTTA.

Correspondent—Ilev. Dr Herdman, Melrose.

Ordained Missionaries—Eev. W. Hastie, M.A.

„ J. Edwards, M.A.

„ J. Thomson, B.D.

Missionary Teachers—Mr James Wilson (on furlough).

Mr W. Fish, M.A.

Pastor of Native CJmreh—'Rey. Bipro C. Chuckerbutty.

Licentiate—Eev. Gopaul Chunder Laha.

Catcchists—Uma Charn Bannerji.

Isaac B. L. Sing.

Shristy Dhar Ghosh.

Christian Teaehers—Baddan Chandra SarivAR.

Jadu Nate Bannerji.

Shrikanta Bisswas.

Krishna Dhon Mukerji.

Hera Lal De.

Scripttire Reader—Purna Chandra Sing.

Eeport of the Principal.

Mr Hastie has been not only unwearied in his labours, in the

Institution and out of it, but prolific with his pen in writing of

them week by week to the Convener
;
yet it is much to be re-

gretted that his annual Eeport has not been received even at the

beginning of May. He has a stirring story to tell—of great

academical vigour and success, and of strenuous effort to render

our oldest Mission more aggressive and evangelistic. His narra-

tive, including that of the Eev. Gopaul C. Laha, must needs go

into the Appendix—should it arrive in time for that.*

* In the Appendix will be fonnd a Eeport of the distribution of prizes at the

Institution, with an address liy the 15iahop of Calcutta, who presided. Mr
Hastie's Report will be found in a Supplementary Appendix.
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Mr Edwards reports that his special work has been the teach-

ing of Mr Wilson's classes. He has also conducted a daily Bible-

class of over 100 boys, belonging to the " Entrance Class/' or

those just preparing for the College department, and he finds

them attend with greater interest to Scriptural instruction than

do the more advanced students. He has also had a very interest-

ing Sunday class, of picked boys personally invited during the

week—the course of study being the Character of Jesus—using,

along with the New Testament, Bushnell's Chapter published in

a convenient form by the Christian Education Society. He com-

menced the preaching station for coolies at Garden Eeach. His

closing remark is, " We have need of patience. I am very happy

to say that we are enjoying a fair measure of true prosperity, for

which we have reason to be very grateful."

Mr Thomson's strength has hitherto been devoted mainly to

the College ; and so far as his short experience has gone, he con-

siders it desirable that the same man should teach secular as

well as sacred subjects. At present, also, he is of opinion that

" the systematic teaching of the great truths of Christianity in

our College classes, if faithfully carried out and carefully fjre-

pared for, is productive of more real good than isolated public

addresses, or than a series of lectures before fluctuating audiences,

which, now that the novelty of such has worn off in Calcutta, are

not found to be so large as our College classes, while chiefly re-

cruited from them." Outside of the Institution he has tried to do

a little, chiefly in Sunday classes, but as yet with no great success.

" Upon the whole," he concludes, " I consider the work of a mis-

sionary here engaged in educational and evangelistic work as plea-

surable in the greatest degree,—as productive of manifest results,

national, social, and individual,—and as assuredly tending to the

spread of Christianity, not, perhaps, rapidly for some time to

come, but in the not very distant future."
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IL—MADEAS.

Correspondent—Rev. Stewart Wright, Blantyre.

Mission Stations—Madras, Vellore, Arconimi.

Ordained Missionaries—Rev. Andrew Dowsley, B.A., Madras.

Rev. G. W. Legate, M.A., Vellore

and Arconum.

Frineipal of Institution— Ma,dva.s : Mr David Sinclair, M.A.

Head-Master of Institution—Vellore : Mr Charles A. Paterson,

M.A., LL.B.

Native Pastors—Rev. D. Coomerappen, Vellore.

Rev. W. Samuel, Madras.

Our Tnstitiitiou at this Presidency town continues to maintain

its high position as a Christian educational seminary. The Prin-

cipal, Mr Sinclair, has been permitted, in unbroken health, and

with undiminished vigour, to discharge his onerous duties ;
and

the various communications received from him from time to time

tell of a healthy activity characterising all under his charge—both

"the assistant-teachers and the numerous pupils.

Your Committee regret to report that the Rev. Daniel Jacob,

pastor of the Native Church, died in the month of August last.

He was the last of three young students who joined our Mission

more than twenty years ago. They knocked, and were admitted
;

they craved to be educated for the holy ministry, and were. In

due time they were licensed to preach the Gospel ; and now, after

years of a devoted ministry, and having witnessed a good con-

fession of Jesus Christ before many witnesses, they three " do

rest from their labours, and their works do follow them."

Mr Jacob is succeeded in the pastorate by the Rev. W. Samuel,

who was formerly at Secunderabad. One of Mr Samuel's first

duties has been the very pleasing one to announce to your Com-

mittee the opening of the St Andrew's Native Church for public

worship. This took place on the 29th of February. The morn-

ing service was conducted in Tamil by the Rev. P. Rajahgopaul, of

the Free Church Mission— " one of the 'first-fruits ' of the higher

class educational school so wisely begun by our Church in 1837,
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and now one of the brightest ornaments of the Native Church of

Southern India." In the evening the Eev. Mr Liston had ser-

vice in English, assisted by the Eev. Mr Dowsley. There were

present many members of St Andrew's Church, and others who

had taken an interest in and subscribed towards the erection of

the sacred edifice. Mr Sinclair's letters on the career of the late

Mr Daniel Jacob, and the opening of the Native Church, will be

found in the Appendix, and read with interest.

In last year's Report your Committee announced that the Gov-

ernment of Madras had entirely handed over the higher education

of the youth in the province of Vellore to our Mission. This, of

course, has brought upon us increased responsibility ; but it is a

responsibility which it was our aim to acquire, and our ambition to

accept and meet. The Rev. Mr Legate has been labouring during

the year both zealously and well, and now his hands are strength-

ened by the arrival of ]\Ir Charles Paterson, who has assumed the

superintendence of our educational seminary in the town of Vel-

lore. Mr Paterson is a graduate of the Glasgow University, and

for a short time practised as an advocate at the Scottish Bar, His

arrival and assumption of his duties have enabled Mr Legate to

devote himself entirely to the preaching of the Gospel throughout

the province ; and certainly it is pleasing to the Committee to

know and to report that Mr Legate has made such advancement

in the acquiring of the vernacular language that he is now able

to proclaim to the people, " in their own tongue, the wonderful

works of God."

IIT._BOMBAY.

Correspondent—Rev. G. Cook, D.D., Borgue.

Ordained Missionary—Rev. A. BoURQUlN.

Superintendent of Institution—INIr W. F. ]\Ielvin.

Catechists—Bhivaji jMahajax ; Jatia ]\Iahajan.

Catechist at Poona—Rajvichundee Krishna.

From the Reports received, your Committee are thankful to

observe no change in the staff of the Mission.

As usual, a full and satisfactory Report has been received
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from Mr IMelvin, the indefatigable superintendent of the In-

stitution. Your Committee regret that, from want of space, they

are compelled both to place this interesting Report in the Appen-

dix, and, as far as possible without withholding valuable informa-

tion, to curtail it and the Eeport from Poona.

Mr Melvin writes to the Correspondent :

—

" It is again my pleasant duty to send you a Report on what we
have been doing during another year. The Institution work has gone
on pleasantly and energetically, and the financial results have ex-

ceeded my expectations. Religious instruction has been given regu-

larly, and, I trust, faithfully, in hope that the truth may sooner or

later reach the hearts of those who are yet young. Much sickness pre-

vailed in the monsoon, and, for the first time, I had a sharp attack of

dysentery, which, however, soon passed away.
" From the last Report of the Director of Public Instruction, which

I received only to-day, I see that as regards numbers we were last

year first of the Mission schools. The numbers learning English were :

General Assembly Institution, . . 306
Robert Money Institution, . . . 278
Free General Assembly Institution, . . 191

And, with the exception of two Government High Schools, we have
the largest Hindu school in the Presidency. The Government grant
was Rs.2i2 more than I looked for at the beginning of the year,

and the fees were Rs.l4 in excess ; whereas the expenditure was less

—somewhere over Rs.212 for teachers' salaries alone.
" Mr Sakharam continues to perform his work carefully, and as suc-

cessfully as of old ; and I must say he is of great use to me as clerk for

admissions and withdrawals, and all official correspondence."

In almost every respect Mr Melvin's report is satisfactory and

encourao;inof.

Your Committee regret much to learn that during the past

rainy season, which seems to have been peculiarly unhealthy, Mr
Melvin suffered from severe illness ; whilst they congratulate the

Church that an agent so devoted and valuable seems to be re-

stored to his usual good health and energy. They commend him

to the gracious protection of the great Head of the Church, to

Avhose service his life and strength are devoted.

PoONA.

A short abstract of the year's labours of Mr Eamchunder
Krishna has been forwarded to the Convener by the Rev. Thomas
H. Greig, Presbyterian chaplain, Poona, from which the following

extracts are taken :

—
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" Mr Ramchunder Krishna has been working faithfully as usual, in

the city and surrounding villages, throughout the year now being re-

ported upon ; and I have much pleasure in testifying to my continued

satisfaction with him. His work has been of the usual routine char-

acter, and has presented no results calling for special report. He has

occasionally varied his method of reaching the villagers and securing

their confidence, and in some instances with considerable success.

Having a little knowledge of agriculture, he is able to take an intel-

ligent interest in the farming questions of the day ; and being himself

intimately connected with the land interests, he can enter into the

farmers' anxieties, and doubts, and fears with complete sympathy, and

let them feel that he shares their feelings and bears a share of their

own burdens. By introducing himself to them through conversation

on these subjects, he so won a few in one village that they listened

attentively to his remarks on the great subject and theme, and cor-

dially invited his return to them, though some time before that the

catechist of another Mission had given up the village as hopeless, and

withdrawn from it as from a place in which all Christian labour is

utterly in vain.
" The city of Poona has of course received the chief share of his

time and attention ; and though an occasional stone is still thrown at

him while preaching in the streets, and into the room while preaching

therein, there are signs that the Word is taking hold of Poona, and

that in spite of themselves former bitter opponents are being ' brought

in.' The recent epidemic of cholera may have tended to soften down
the hostility of some, and to reduce the bulk of the bitterest enemies

of the Gospel to such a condition of anxiety and fear that they are

willing to listen to any message that will give even a pretence of com-

fort and consolation to their souls.

" Fourteen villages have been visited during the year. On the whole,

the work has been satisfactory, the encouragements very fair and sub-

stantial, and the hopes resulting therefrom bright,—though the visible

results have been, as regards conversions, nil ; and as regards spiritual

enlightenment and permanent impressions on the hearers, not such as

our measuring apparatus can detect. It is hard and trying to labour

on and see no visible fruit of the year's labours and prayers; so we be-

speak your sympathy and prayers on behalf of your agent here, that his

faith and patience fail not, but that he may plant and water with all dili-

gence, and constancy, and zeal—doing his duty faithfully, and prayer-

fully, and humbly, where and as the Master lets him, while he leaves

with Him who keeps in His own unerring and unfailing hand the

quantity and (quality of the fruits that labour is in proper time to

yield."

Your Committee regret very much that the limited space at

their disposal compels them to confine themselves to little more

than a grateful acknowledgment of Mr Eamchunder's able and

interesting Report of his year's labours.

Sympathising with him in his many trials and discourage-

ments, they heartily wish him God-speed, and the blessing of the
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Great Head of the Church on his labours. The time of harvest

will come, when doubtless " he will come again rejoicing, bring-

ing his sheaves with him."

The sky seems at present dark, but there is a light of hope of

coming day. Let him 'stablish his heart in patience, " for the

coming of the Lord draweth nigh."

The journals of this Catechist will be made over to the Aber-

deen University Missionary Association, by whom he is supported.

IV.—PUNJAUB MISSION.

Correspondent—Eev. Donald Macleod, D.D., Glasgow.

During this year Mr Bailey was transferred from Cliumba, and

by order of your Committee was put in charge of the Wazirabad

branch of this Mission. A proposed union with the American

U. P. Mission, with the object of securing division of labour

and co-operation in the district, has been under consideration.

A sum of Es.ll47 = £114, 14s., has been subscribed in the

Punjaub, and Rs.445 = £44, 10s , received from St Andrew's

Church, Calcutta.

SEALKOTE.

Ordained Missionary—Eev. William Harper, B.D.

City Schools.

Head-Master—Hezekiah David, B.A.

Siihordinate Christian Teachers—Tahal Singh, P. D. Sinha,

Dadir Bakhsh. Eight other Teachers.

Cantonment School.

Head-Master—Pala Mal.

Christian Teachers—Eamol, Imam Din. Two other Teachers.

Catechist—Karm Chand.

Girls^ School and Zenana Teacher—Mrs Ismael.

Baptisms.—There have been three adults and four children

baptised during last year—the infants being all children of
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native Christian parents. Of the adults, one was an orphan in

the Girls' Institution, and the others young men whose con-

version to the truth was remarkable and interesting. One of them

was a Mohammedan, who, after long inquiry and some natural

hesitation, finally joined the Church. He is now engaged in the

postal service at Duska. The other was a Hindoo of good family

and highly educated. The seeds of divine truth had been im-

parted in youth when attending one of our schools, and after

passing through many religious experiences, he finally received

baptism. Serious anxieties are now entertained for his personal

safety, in consequence of his having been carried violently off by

his friends to Cashmere territory.

The Native Congregation numbers 59 souls. Mr Harper has

reo'ularly ministered to it ; but he is now anxious to procure a

small endowment for the Church, so as to secure the services of

a permanent native pastor. About Rs.10,000 (£1000) will be

required for that purpose, of which Es.642 (£64) have already

been subscribed.

Bazaar -PreacJiing and Itineration in the district around

Sealkote have been continued by Mr Harper and the catechist,

Karm Chand.

City High School.—The attendance has been as high as 370

boys, and the fees amounted to Rs.41 2. 13. 3. The majority of

the boys are Mohammedans. Eight boys passed in the Middle-

Class School Examination. None went up this year for either of

the University Entrance Examinations. There are 12 young men

reading in the High School classes. Mr Harper conducts the

religious instruction. He speaks most favourably of the efficiency

and energy of the native teachers.

Cantonment School.—There are 83 boys in attendance at this

school. One boy passed the Middle-Class Examination. Mr
Harper usually visits this school three days in the week, and

gives the four highest classes a course of religious instruction.

Book Shop.—Es.l38. 8. 9 worth of books have been sold during

the year.

Out-Station—Duska.—The catechist, Nathoo Mai, has laboured

faithfully during the year, and has seen the fruit of his work in

the baptism of one of the converts already alluded to.
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GUJEAT MISSIOK

Ordained Missionary—The Eev. Wm, Youngson, M.A.,

Christian Head-Master and Catechist, with Eight subordinate

Teachers.

1. Boys' ScJiool.—The highest number of scholars was 322,

and the largest amount of fees Es.40. 8, 0. Three young men

educated in this school passed the Government Middle School

Examination, The Scriptures have been taught in all the classes.

2. Converts.—Kehar Singh, whose nephew was baptised last

year, received baptism during the year. He is a man of good

family, and of considerable influence among the Sikhs. He is of

independent means, and shows great fidelity to the truth. Seve-

ral families in the town of Qiluhdar profess themselves Christians,

but they have not yet been baptised.

3. The Church.—Fifteen communicants sat at the Lord's Table

at the last celebration of the Sacrament. There are 19 adults

and 20 children connected with the congregation.

4. Mr Youngson, assisted by his catechists, Baldeo and Didar

Singh, has itinerated widely through the district around Gujrat,

and was gladly heard by his people. Bazaar-ioreaching has also

been regularly conducted. Large numbers of books have been

disposed of, both at the book-shops and during itineration.

WAZIEABAD.

Evangelist—Mr Wellesley C. Bailey.

Head-Master—Eallia Eam,

Assisted by subordinate Teachers.

Mr Bailey took over this Mission in September 1879, and is

now resident in AVazirabad.

School.—The number on the roll in December was 278, and

the daily attendance 211. The Bible is taught daily in each class.

Bazaar-preaching is sometimes conducted by Mr Bailey, assisted

by the catechist.

F



70 FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE.

v.—DAEJEELING.

Correspondent—Eev. J. M'Murteie, ]\I.A., Edinburgh.

S2Jecial Treasurer for Darjceling Mission Institution—
J. N. CuTHBEKTSON, Esq., 29 Bath Street, Glasgow.

European Missionaries—Eev. Wm. jMacfarlane, M.A.

Eev. Archibald Turxbull, B.D.

Eev. W. S. Sutherland, M.A.

Miss Macfarlane {on sick leave).

Catechists in charge of the Church in

Darjeeling—Nund Lall Eoy ; Ganga Parshad.

Kalimpoong— Sukhman.

Sidyang—Namthak.

Sitong—Dyongshl

. Kurseong— SURj.man.

Normal and District Schools ivith twenty-four Teachers and

eleven Fuinl-Tcachers.

This Mission has had an interesting history during the past

year. The work of our missionaries has continued to be honoured

with God's blessing—twenty-two persons, of whom thirteen were

adults, from amono; the heathen beinsi; added to the Church,

besides four children of Christian parents. On 31st December

1878, as mentioned in last Eeport, the number of baptised per-

sons was 120. On 31st December 1879, twenty-six names had

been added ; while the removals from the roll, owing to death,

changes of residence, &c., had been sixteen. The total number

of baptised persons at all the stations of the Darjeeling Mission

is thus increased to 130. Of these there are

—

Communicants (24 men and 10 women), . 34

Adult non-Communicants, .... 42

Children, 54

130

There are four principal stations: (1) Darjeeling; (2) Kur-
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seong
; (3) Kaliiiipoong ; and (4) Sidyang and Sitong. The print-

ing-press is now under the charge of the senior catechist at Dar-

jeeling, Niind Lall Roy, to whose faithful and valuable services,

both in this capacity and as a preacher, Mr Macfarlane bears

witness. The other Darjeeling catechist, Ganga Parshad, is also

Nepaulese translator. In addition to the Normal schools, the

Mission has fifteen district schools, with a roll of 450 boys and

55 girls, and an average attendance of 350 boys and 40 girls.

The Mission staff has been strengthened by the ordination of

two young missionaries—the Eev. Archibald Turnbull, B.D., of

Edinburgh University, and the Eev. W. S. Sutherland, M.A.,

from Aberdeen. They have reached their destination and sent

home their first letters. The Eev. James W. Fleming, B.D.,

mentioned in last year's Eeport as being about to go to Darjeel-

ing, was duly ordained to this Mission by the Presbytery of

Edinburgh, having previously passed a satisfactory medical ex-

amination. But on a second examination being made when he

was about to sail, it was considered that his constitution was not

well fitted for an Indian climate ; and Mr Eleming, with great

regret, abandoned his cherished desire, and proceeded to a charge

in South America. It was at this crisis that Mr Turnbull de-

clared himself ready to go at once in place of his friend—and

that in circumstances which made the offer peculiarly honourable

to himself and pleasing to the Committee. Mr INIacfarlane, whose

services to the Church and to the cause of Christ in India can

hardly be over-estimated, must be cheered by seeing that the

example of his patient self-sacrifice is bearing fruit at last ; and

it may be hoped that he will soon see his way to take his much-

needed furlough. His equally devoted sister. Miss INIacfarlane,

is resting at home, slowly regaining the strength which she

spent in the Lord's work. IMay she soon be completely restored !

Details will be found in the Appendix. Interesting letters

have been received from the two young missionaries, AT-hich will

be sent to the ' Missionary Eecord.'
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YL—CHUMBA.

Correspondent—Mr J. T. Maclagan, Edinburgh.

Medical Missionary—Mr John Hutcheson, L.R.C.P. & S., E.

Native Pastor—Eev. Sohan Lal.

Medical Assistant—Aeam.

I. The Chuiich.

The Native Church has during last year been passing through

a season of trial. Four adults and two children out of the small

Christian community have been removed by death. " Yet," Dr
Hutcheson writes, " with so much to sadden us, we are thankful

to say that there has been more real encouragement than during

any year since we came to Chumba." There has been a consider-

able increase of numbers. At the beginning of the year there were

35 persons (20 communicants, 6 adherents, 9 children) connected

with the Church. During the year there were 12 accessions by

baptism from heathenism (4 adults and 8 children). Eour children

of native Christians were baptised ; 6 persons were admitted from

other stations ; and 11 persons previously baptised in Chumba
were readmitted to connection with the Church, though not all

to communion. Thirty-three in all have thus joined the Church,

which, deducting those who have died, now consists of 27 commu-

nicants, 14 adherents, and 21 children—in all 62. The following

is an extract from Dr Hutcheson's annual report :

—

" A word of explanation is necessary with regard to these persons

previously baptised in Chumba, who have shown signs of returning to

us. You are aware that between 1863 and 1873 over 120 persons were
baptised in connection with this Mission. Of these many apostatised,

or at any rate ceased to call themselves Christians, or to have any rela-

tions with Christians. Some of these, however, turn up from time to

time, who still profess their faith in Christ. Such persons are received

as adherents, and are subjected to careful observation before being re-

admitted to the communion of the Church. The admissions from
heathenism consist of two families of four adults with their children.

The names of the men are Heera and Makoru. They had been under
instruction for more than a year, and had made considerable progress
in their knowledge of the Scriptures, under Sohan Lai's teaching.

Their conduct and conversation had been entirely satisfactory, and after
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being examined in the presence of the Church, they were admitted into

Christian fellowship by baptism, along with their wives and children.

They are both, so far as we have seen, honest, simple-hearted men ; and
though in poor circumstances, they earn their living as zemindars by
the labour of their own hands. Three of their children are under

instruction in the Mission-school. Makoru lives near Chumba, and
Heera at Mahla, a place about seven miles from here, with a very inter-

esting history in the records of the Chumba Mission. May they be

enabled to remain faithful to their profession ! There are several in-

quirers still under instruction.

"The Sabbath services under Sohan Lai's charge have been well

attended, but the prayer-meeting during the week not so well. The
services used to be held in Darogh, as most of the Christians lived

there ; but since the spring of last year they have been transferred to the

church in the Mission compound, as most of the Christians now live in

the city. Another reason for this transference was that the building in

Darogh had become too small for the increased congregation—the living

Church had overgrown its earthly tabernacle. An English service for

the European residents is also held in the same building. The Lord's

Supper has been celebrated four times during the year. There was one

case of discipline, the offender being put under Church censure. And
this leads me to say a word with regard to the organisation of the

church. You will remember that when the Chumba Mission was

taken over by the Foreign Mission Committee, the church here was in

charge of three ordained elders. There was a fourth—Sohan Lai—who
was then absent. These elders collectively constituted the Peer-punch

or elders' court,—a body which was formed by Mr Ferguson in 1868.

This body still exists as a kirk-session, subject to the Presbyterial body
of Northern India. Only one of the original elders remains—viz.,

Sohan Lai—and his ordination has been recognised by the Presbytery,

so that he now ranks as the pastor of the church. In addition to this,

he is engaged for about four hours daily in giving religious instruction

in the boys' and girls' schools, and also takes a large share in the bazaar-

]ireaching. The instruction of inquirers is also in his charge. I have

to speak very highly of his work."

II. The Mission.

The work continues, as formerly, to be carried on in four ways

—Medical, Bazaar-preaching, Itineration, Schools. The following

is Dr Hutcheson's report :—
" Medical.—I regret to say that for several months I was prevented

by illness from taking any but a general part in this work. Assistant-

surgeon Barkhurdar relieved me of the heavy duties. In the dispensary

5400 new cases have been treated, and 160 in the hospital. The num-
ber of out-patients is about 400 in excess of what it was last year, and
more than double of what it used to be previous to last year. This

is partly due to increased sickness ; but also, I believe, to the fact

that our work is more and more gaining in the estimation of the

people. Several major operations were performed, one of them being
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excision of the knee-joint, which was successful. This is the first time
the operation has ever been performed in C'humba, and it has caused
considerable astonishment in the city. My medical work takes up, on
an average, about three hours daily. As far as possible it is made to

have a missionary bearing ; and its indirect influence for good in this

direction is, I believe, very great. It disarms opposition, and gains
for the Mission's work a place in the goodwill of the people which it

probably would not otherwise have. It may be safely concluded that

most of those who pass through my hands in the dispensary and hos-

])ital have a warmer and more friendly feeling towards the Mission and
its work than they ever had before. This, apart from any impression
made on individual patients, is undoubtedly a great gain, and must be
fruitful of good to the cause we have at heart.

" Bazaar-preacliing.—This has been regularly carried on five days a-

week throughout the year, though I am sorry to say that for several

months I was unable to be present on account of sickness. Sohan Lai
has had the greater share in this work. It is a work which in some
respects is not very pleasant or encouraging

;
yet it is by no means

without its attractions, and the sense of its great importance grows
upon me year by year. The audiences were, as they generally are,

good during the cold weather, when many from the outlying parts of

the state come down to Chumba to escape the heavy snow. During
the hot weather it is often difficult to get an audience.

^^Itineration.—There has not been so much done as during previous
years, owing to sickness in the Mission and among the Christians. Still

a little was done. We hope to do more this year. In last report I

made reference to Pangi, and said I hoped to be in a position to send
some one to work there. Arrangements have been made for sending
an agent over in the beginning of the hot weather, to itinerate in the
valley throughout the summer. I am not yet in a position to open a
school in Kelar, as the Pangi people wish us to do. I hope this also

may soon be possible.
" >School.'!.—These are two in number—one in the city and one in

Darogh. They had, on 1st January, 65 pupils on the roll. Of these,

47 were in the city and 18 in Darogh. These numbers show a slight

increase in the attendance at the former, and a falling off at the latter

school. Otherwise both schools have been in a more satisfactory con-

dition than they were last year. Sohan Lai has charge of the Darogh
school, as, owing to its being held during dispensary hours, I am not
often able to visit it. There has been much more cause for encourage-
ment than formerly, especially in connection with one or two of the
more advanced pupils. In the city school the work has progressed
satisfactorily. Up till October I had the teaching of the first class for

three hours daily. I was then able to secure a very competent C^hris-

tian teacher, which set me free for other work, in connection with the
training of two of our young men who are themselves teachers."

Mr Bailey, who has laboured in Chuml)a for some years, was in

autumn last transferred to Wazirabad, of which station he is now
in charge. No report of his work has reached the Committee,

liossibly in consequence of this change having been made.
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VII.—EAST AFEICA.

Blantyke, SHiEi (15° 45' S., 35° 14' E.)

Convener of Sub-Committee—Eev. John MacKae, D.D., Hawick.

Ordained Missionary—Rev. Duff M'Donald, B.D.

Medical Missionaries—Mr T. Thoenton Macklin, M.B.,

CM. {on have) ; Mr William K. Peden, M.B., CM.
General Agent—Mr Hendeeson,

Artisans—Messrs John Buchanan, Geoege Fenwick, Jona-

than Duncan, and Wm. S. Milne,

Schoolmistress—Miss Pithie.

Dairy-woman—Mrs Milne.

Since the Report of last year, several changes have taken place

in the constitution of the Mission staff. Dr Macklin came home

in November on leave, and with much zeal went about to fur-

ther the interests of the Mission by addressing congregations

and other meetings throughout the country in its behalf. The

Committee appointed as his substitute Dr. William K. Peden,

assistant house-surgeon to Dr George Buchanan in the Western

Infirmary of Glasgow. From that gentleman and other medical

men of high standing, and from various ministers, the most

satisfactory testimony was received to Dr Peden's professional

attainments and high character. Before leaving this country on

20th March, a meeting was held in Blythswood Church, Glasgow,

to commend him and his work to the Divine favour, when a

special charge was delivered by Dr Gumming. Last summer

Mr Henderson's offer to assist and extend the Mission was ac-

cepted, and in autumn he entered on his work. Previous to this,

Mr and Mrs Milne * and Miss Pithie had arrived at Blantyre.

Mr John Walker ceased to be a member of the Mission in Janu-

ary last. In view of his retirement, and looking at the extension

of the Mission at Zomba, it may be necessary ere long to increase

the Mission staff, and to appoint a Kaffir teacher and evangelist.

* Mr and Mrs Milne have returned home since this Report was given in.
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Worship and Instruction.

The general course remains as before,—a Sabbath service as at

home, conducted by Mr M'Donald, for the members, who also

meet for morning and evening worship daily. On Sabbath there

are two native meetings ; also a daily evening meeting, and a class

for the practice of psalmody. Mr M'Donald has now mastered

the native language, and has made translations into it for the

use of the school, and among these, of Genesis, Jonah, and Mat-

thew. These portions are now printed and read in Chiao ; and

as the work goes on, a large part of the treasure of Scripture

will be accessible to the native population, both at the meetings

for religious worship and in their own houses, Mr M'Donald

continues to have a high opinion of the readiness of the native

mind to receive spiritual instruction.

The School.

The work continues to be done by Mr and Mrs M'Donald and

Miss Pithie ; and ]\Irs Milne has a class also for garden boys.

There are now 140 upon the roll—more than double the number

of last year—several of whom were the boys and girls of native

chiefs—a fact which adds to the security of the Mission, and ex-

tends its influence. • The addition to the number in attendance

has rendered necessary a large extension of the school buildings.

A considerable number of the children now bear our home names,

and are supported by our Sabbath-school and other children, at

the rate of £2 per annum. All these can be satisfactorily re-

ported of to their young patrons. Mr M'Donald constructed a

native alphabet, and has had portions of our school-books and of

the Scriptures printed in Chiao, which are daily used in reading.

The boys and girls are taught also writing and arithmetic, the

girls sewing, and the more advanced washing and ironing as well.

Nor is the playground neglected, with its appropriate amuse-

ments. Out of school they are set to learn making of baskets,

straw-hats, &c. The boxes of dresses kindly sent out by our

ladies are distributed as prizes, and these are looked for with

much eagerness. Mrs M'Donald has a special class for grown-up

men, who go through the same exercises, and are preparing with

new powers to enter the world of light thus opened to them.
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Ageicultural and Industrial Work.

There is a great advance in this work since last year. Before

Mr Buchanan left Blantyre for Zomba, lie had erected a large

building in stone, and has thus shown his capacity of excelling

in more departments than one. Mr Duncan has since had the

agricultural charge, and it prospers and increases under his care.

The work continues to give employment to a large number of

people, who are paid in calico, and is thus favourable to the up-

growth of civilised habits, in clothing the native families, in teach-

ing them gardening and farming, and in inducing them to extend

the cultivation of their own grounds. Mr Fenwick and Mr
Milne have been fitting up the stone buildings and other houses,

along with native workmen, and are instructing the bigger boys.

In connection with Mr Henderson's department, and by the

employment of machinery on a small scale, the time may, it is

hoped, come when the cultivation of the Blantyre grounds will

be a source of profit to the Mission.

Zomba.

This Mission-station is about forty miles from Blantyre, is on

the southern side of the mountain, is about 3500 feet in height,

and is in a land of many streams, of great fertility, and very

populous. ]\Ir Buchanan is in charge, and in a short time

has done much and well. Already the school -dwelling and

other houses have been built. About twenty acres of land

are under cultivation with the usual crops, including sugar-

cane. The attendance at school averages between thirty and

forty— several are girls. The school is opened and closed by

singing and the Lord's Prayer. A short time is occupied daily

in speaking on some Bible topic. Great pains have been taken

to impress the natives that our people are there for the teach-

ing of the children. The course of religious teaching is as at

Blantyre, and goes on daily. Mr Buchanan, along with a native,

goes to some of the villages and gives an address.

The chiefs and people are in general very friendly. As in the

neighbourhood of Blantyre, however, so here, there are exceptions.

One of them, supplied with guns and powder by the Arab traders,
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ravaged a friendly chiefs village and took twenty women and

children away slaves. These traders are the one grand curse of

the land.

Notwithstanding this, the prospects of the Mission in rela-

tion to chiefs and people are excellent. In the many villages

all round there are said to be about 4000 people, and we may

well entertain the hope that, by the blessing of the Church's

great Head, many of them will soon be gathered into the Divine

family.

Slavery.

The number of slave refugees has greatly increased since last

year, owing to the activity of certain Arab traders in the neigh-

bourhood, who have found a willins; agent for their work in the

chief M'Kanda, who some months ago made a raid upon one of

our small villages, killing a man and carrying away his wife and

the children captives. The Blantyre natives willingly give shelter

to refugees, who, like themselves, wish to enjoy their freedom in

peace. To avoid quarrels, however, Mr M'Donald endeavours to

arrange compensation with any chief who demands a runaway

slave, and when the compensation is accepted, the slave is asked

to give so much work as an equivalent. An old native servant

of Dr Livingstone's fled some time ago to, and found an asylum

at, Blantyre.

Jurisdiction.

Questions connected with jurisdiction and punishments in the

Blantyre territory having led to careful inquiry and consideration,

a letter on the subject, which will be found in the Appendix, was

addressed to our agents, restricting their action to the great object

for which the Mission was founded—to bring the people to the

knowledge of Christ's Gospel, and to train them and their children

in the usages of Christian life.

To the great God our Saviour, who has thus far prospered our

infant enterprise for the good of Africa beyond our most sanguine

expectations, we commend it for the future, entreating His con-

tinued protection, His unerring guidance, His indispensable favour

and blessincT.
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VIII.—CHINA.

Correspondent—Eev, Dr Gumming, Sandyford, Glasgow.

Mission Stat ion—I'cliang.

Agents—
Ordained Missionary—Eev. George Cockburn, M.A.

Medical Missionary—Mr Edward P. MacFarlane, B.M.

Coljjorteurs—Messrs Peter Wood and Thomas Paton.

Native Agents—
Lin—Preacher and Catechist.

Shiang—Teacher (baptised).

Medical Assistant Dispenser.

We thank God that there is progress to report in China, and

that there are many tokens of blessing.

On j\Ir Cockburn falls t'he chief burden of responsibility. He
continues to devote himself to the study of the language, in which

he is said to have made remarkable progress. But this does not

interfere with much labour and many efforts for the advancement

of the Mission. He takes part in the daily services at the dis-

pensary and in meeting with inquirers, besides services every

Lord's Day. With constant difficulties, and amid disappointment,

he holds bravely on, waiting for the promised blessing, which

already he is beginning to reap.

Dr MacFarlane, after his visit to Shanghai (where his marriage

took place in the end of the year), has returned to I'chang and

resumed work at the dispensary. The attendance had, of course,

fallen off during his absence, although the native assistant proved

of great use, his success in curing a case of opium-poisoning

having had a very good effect among the people. The daily

average of patients at ths dispensary in autumn was 25, and from

its opening in March 1879 to 9th January 1880, no fewer than

4182 separate patients had been treated. These had all been seen

in the front hall of the house occupied by Messrs Wood and Paton
;

but as this arrangement was in every way inconvenient, a large
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native house has now been rented for a moderate sum, suitable

for both a dispensary and hospital, to which the doctor has trans-

ferred the staff and furniture. Service is held every day with the

patients, who assemble in the morning ; and it is reported that

they not only listen attentively to the Gospel, but frequently

come again to inquire concerning what they have heard. Sub-

scriptions to the dispensary have been received from European

residents in I'chang, to the extent of £23, 18s. 8d., which shows

that the work is appreciated by those on the spot ; and Dr Mac-

Farlane has been appointed customs medical officer, with a salary

of £200 a-year, which, according to agreement, is paid over to

the Dispensary Fund. In January last he reported that, after

paying all the expenses of the dispensary, there was a balance in

favour of the Fund, from these various subscriptions and pay-

ments, of not less than £100.

The two colporteurs, Messrs AVood and Paton, have been busy

during the past year, both in study and in the sale of books.

They have undertaken long, tedious, and even dangerous journeys

in the prosecution of their duty, and have distributed a large

number of copies of the Scriptures, and tracts. Quarterly reports

of their sales have been sent to the National Bible Society of

Scotland, to which, as heretofore, we are indebted for payment of

a considerable portion of their salaries.

A fairly large native agency has already gathered round our

Mission. A native Christian, called Lin, trained at Hankow,
has been engaged as preacher at a salary, in the meantime, of

£16, 16s. a-year. He preaches to the dispensary patients every

forenoon, and meets with inquirers in the afternoon, besides

conducting a Chinese service on Sunday. The attendance is

gradually increasing, and it is evident that at no distant time a

chapel must be secured, as at present the only accommodation

is the open verandah of one of the missionaries' houses.

A Christian teacher has also been secured for a school, w-hich,

with the sanction of the Committee, Mr Cockburn has arranged

to open. The story of this teacher is shortly told as follows :

—

" Five months ago a man came about us interested in Christianity.

As he had once been a teacher in a village twenty miles from I'chang,
Mrs Cockburn engaged him as her teacher. Some time afterwards I
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had to part with my old teacher, who had got to be very remiss in his

duties, and I engaged this man, who is called Shiang, to be my teacher.

He bears a good reputation, and is a good, if not a first-rate, scholar.

He professes his belief in, and understands the Gospel, being of the

greatest assistance to me. . . . He has been of the greatest service

in not only pointing out the proper language to be employed, but in

also showing how the truths of religion must be put to a Chinese
audience, so as best to enable them to be understood. He also points

out the arguments which are most effective. Had this teacher not

been in our own service he would have been baptised already, and I

expect he will be baptised long before you read this. He is competent
to teach a school, and is a Christian."

The expectation held out in the foregoing extract has been

realised. On the 25th of January last, two adults were baptised

at I'chang. One was this man Shiang, the other a servant of Mr
Paton, whose elder brother has been a Christian for several years.

After this service the Holy Communion was celebrated, in which

fifteen took part,—eight belonging to the Mission party, four native

Christians from Hankow, Lin the preacher, and the two newly-

baptised converts. It was the heginning of the infant Church of

Christ at Fchang.

As already mentioned, there have been various inquirers from

time to time. These have been dealt with individually and care-

fully, Mr Cockburn being desirous rather to err on the side of

caution than of haste. He has discovered that some of those who

looked most promising have not been good cases. There are

others, however, as to whom there seems good ground for hope.

And as a specimen of these, we add the following story of an

inquirer :

—

"Some time ago I had a most interesting case. One day, whilst

preaching, I observed among the audience the man who first came as

an inquirer more than fifteen months ago. I spoke to the man, and
both I and the native preacher had a long conversation with hira. He
says that, since he met us, he has been convinced of the uselessness of

vegetarianism and other acts of asceticism, by which he had previously

hoped to purify his soul. He has been reading and trying to under-

stand the New Testament and Christian books, being sure that this is

the true doctrine. He maintains family worship according to his

ability, and has reasoned tuith his neighbours to such effect that Jive of

tJicm are converted to his views. We exhorted the man, and tried to ex-

plain his difficulties, inviting him to visit us as often as he could, and
promised to pay him a visit at his own house. As soon as we can, I

and the preacher will go to his village, which is eighty miles distant

from I'chang among the mountains. It is only by doing so that the real
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nature of the movement can be known. Many are the false cries raised

in China, but I think this is genuine, and my hope is that the result

will be many souls led to Jesus. There are other cases, but none so

decided as this, which may stand for a type ; and you will see that,

altho,ugh we are not without the consciousness of work being done,

there is no human rule by which it can be measured."

It is therefore with thankfulness to God that we record the

condition of the China Mission, and ask the prayers of the Church

that He would raise up to us another missionary to take part in

the work, and would accompany by His Spirit the work that is

being carried on, to the saving of souls and the glory of the name

of Jesus Christ

!

FEMALE MISSIONS IN INDIA.

The operations of the Ladies' Association have been brought into

somewhat closer connection with your Committee, who last year

contributed £453 to its funds. The principal parts of the Asso-

ciation's new Eeport are presented in the Appendix; and a

recognition by the General Assembly of its very important and

hopeful work is respectfully solicited.

The following from the Eev. Norman Macleod tells of the

satisfactory manner in which his congregation continue to carry

on their own particular work in India, while contributing liber-

ally to the funds both of the Ladies' Association and of the

General Assembly's Mission :

—

"Edinburgh, Airril 27, 1880.

"My tear Dr Herdman,—You have asked me to let you know
the present position of the ' St Stephen's Mission ' in India. You are

aware that we have undertaken the special charge of one of the schools

and zenana districts embraced in the operations of the Ladies' Associa-

tion. At Pursewaukum, in the neighbourhood of Madras, we now
support a school taught by 'Joshua,' the Christian head-master; while
' Euth,' his wife, is the zenana worker of the district. The school is

attended by upwards of 100 children, who receive a good secular and
Christian education. 'Euth' has the reputation of being singularly

painstaking and industrious, and, upon the whole, is an admirable
worker. The funds necessary for the maintenance of this work are

cheerfully provided by the congregation. Last year a sum of £l3U was
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raised, besides i'54, 16s. 6d. contributed to the general fund of the

Ladies' Association. This expenditure in no way interferes with the

collection for ' Foreign Missions.' On the contrary, I am disposed to

think that the general missionary interest which is created by a ' con-

gregational mission ' of this nature tends to an increase of liberality

towards all Missions."

Special PiiAYEPt.

It has been agreed by the other Presbyterian Churches in

Britain to keep the Wednesday next to 30th November as a

day of intercession for Missions ; and your Committee trust that

the General Assembly will be pleased to concur in the same, and

to issue the alternative, or rather additional recommendation, that

on the following Lord's Day (December 5th), when it will fall to

intimate the Annual Collection for Foreign Missions which is

appointed to be made on the second Sabbath in December, min-

isters take occasion to draw the special attention of their people

to the Saviour's great commission to "go into all the world and

preach the Gospel to every creature," and to urge them to im-

portunate prayer for the energy of the Spirit of grace to accom-

pany all our missionary work.

Conclusion.

Fifty years have elapsed since the Church of Scotland began

direct evangelisation in foreign parts—viz., in the metropolis of

India ; and your Committee close their report of the jubilee year

by this concluding paragraph, from an account which has just

reached them of the St Andrew's Bengali Church, Calcutta.

" We feel deeply that it is only ' the day of small things

'

with us. But there is much in our past progress, and in our

present peace, to encourage us to go forward in the new paths

opening up before us, in the spirit of Truth and Hope and Love.

Wliat a change has passed over Hindu society for the better since

the boyhood and during the ministry of the first ordained pastor

of St Andrew's Bengali Church ! In his early years dark idolatry

and cruel rites perverted and degraded almost all around him,

and light was only beginning to dawn. His own mother was the

last widow in Bengal who was allowed to immolate herself upon
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the funeral pile of her husband. And since he was called, thirty-

seven years ago, from the unhallowed priesthood of his ancestral

faith to the glory and liberty of the service of Christ, he has been

privileged to watch the spread of enlightenment and the gradual

planting of the true religion in all the dark and waste places of

the land. With gratitude to God he has rejoiced over the growth

of the Church of Scotland Mission ; and it has been his great joy

to work from year to year with the devoted missionaries of the

General Assembly's Institution, whose faithful labour has made

it so great. The memory of the noble ones who have gone will

be ever sacred to him, and for those who remain he prays for

blessing and progress. In the evening of his life light seems to

be breaking forth anew ; and he cannot doubt that God will even

more abundantly prosper all our missionary efforts. We commend

our little church anew to the sympathy and prayers of our faithful

friends in Calcutta and in Scotland, and to all who love the Lord

Jesus, and whose hearts yearn for the salvation of this still be-

nighted people. The work required of us is too great for our

own strength to avail anything ; but we would go forward in it

with renewed faith, seeing our testimony to the Gospel of Christ

as ' the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth,'

and confidently relying upon the unfailing promises of Him who

hath declared, ' Thy people also shall be all righteous ; they shall

inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of

my hands, that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a

thousand, and a small one a strong nation : I the Lord will hasten

it in his time.' ' For as the earth bringeth forth her seed, and as

the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth

;

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring

forth before all the nations.'

"
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APPENDIX.

A.—THE FOETY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT of the "Scot-
tish Ladies' Association for the Advancement of Female
Education in India," in connection with the Church of Scot-

land, and under the superintendence of the Foreign Mission

Committee.

Your Committee are glad to report that at the principal Stations

where the work of the Association is carried on, the schools are filled

to overflowing ; the desire for the education of girls is increasing, and
there is seldom any objection to giving Bible instruction to the pupils.

The want of funds to pay for a larger number of teachers alone pre-

vents many more zenanas being added to those already visited, as the

present superintendents and teachers cannot overtake any additional

labour. Several ladies in the houses visited profess belief in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and seem sincere in that belief ; but they have not yet

found courage openly to avow it by being baptised ; and indeed for

tliem that is a step surrounded by difficulties and trials we can hardly

realise.

WORK ABROAD.
I. CALCUTTA.

In her report for 1879, Miss Pigot refers the Committee, in enthusi-

astic terms, to the testimony she is sure will be borne to the success of

her work by her beloved pastor, the Rev. John Macalister Thomson,
who had carefully watched over it from its commencement. This
year, alas ! we are called to mourn, with his afflicted family, the sud-

den death of that faithful friend of our Mission, for whom a fair pro-

spect of happy usefulness in an important Scottish parish had newly
opened. In this prospect we cordially rejoiced, hoping to have long
enjoyed the aid he always readily gave us by judicious counsel at

home, as he had formerly done by personally superintending our affairs

at Calcutta. But it has pleased the Lord to take him in a moment
from work on earth to rest in heaven ; and the Committee here
record the sympathy in their bereavement which has been already
expressed in writing to his widow and family.

G
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1. Schools.

Miss Pigot has a staff of GO teachers of both sexes engaged in giving

instruction to 11 schools (the Orphanage included), attended by 765
pupils—72 more than last year. Of these, 213 were examined in Ben-
gali literature by Principal Mohesh Chandra Nyaratna of the Sanskrit

College, Calcutta, assisted by five graduates. The text-books were the
' Bengali Entrance Course,' from which the girls were asked to read, to

explain, and to write out from dictation. Of the results the learned

Principal (whose presence at the Bow Bazaar examination was a fea-

ture of the greatest importance in native opinion) thus writes :
" I have

the highest pleasure in testifying to the very satisfactory progress I

marked in most of the girls examined. It will suffice to say that they

were generally not much inferior to boys of an equal age in any other

vernacular institution. The results of the examinations were highly

satisfactory, and reflect great credit on the teachers and on Miss Pigot,

the superintendent of the Institution. Miss Pigot is highly entitled to

the thanks of our countrymen for the able and successful manner in

which she has been helping the cause of female education in our

country."

The first three classes of the Upper Christian School were examined
by written papers in English literature, history, geographj"-, and mathe-
matics, taking Bengali as a second language. The examinations were
conducted by various native gentlemen of scholastic reputation. The
Rev. A, Bomwetsch, of the Church (of England) Missionary Society,

undertook the Scripture examination.

The Ptev. Mr Gillan and the Ptev. James Thomson of our own Church
examined in the various subjects orally ; and the infant department
was examined by Mrs Gillan.

Several of the girls at this school are the daughters of native Chris-

tian gentlemen of high position ; and their conduct was so good, that

to six of them prizes were given for not having failed in the smallest

degree.
" Much time," writes Miss Pigot, " is occupied in Bible teaching

;

verses are committed to memory by all according to their capacities,

and the teaching is graduated from ' Peep of Day ' and ' Barth's Bible

Stories ' to reading the Gospels." The children readily buy Catechisms
and Bibles. To secure that they all learn portions of Scripture, Miss
Pigot, when teaching, calls upon any scholar to repeat several of the

verses, which is deemed a privilege, many clamouring to do it.

The Dhobaparah and Shoba Bazaar Schools are carried on by girls

trained in our Orphanage, and these schools comparatively made the

best appearance at the examination, ranking with those taught by
pundits. Aladie, the head teacher at Dhobaparah, did best in every

subject in the first class, and obtained a certificate for proficiency in

the Bengali Entrance Course ; also Sona, her colleague, similarly

trained, thus testifying to the usefulness of the Orphanage to our

Mission. The readiness of these teachers to work inspires their pupils

with the same spirit of energy.
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2. Zenanas.

In February there were only 109 houses visited by the 19 teachers
who assist Miss Pigot, but from April she expected to have more on
the list, which includes some of the best families in birth, wealth, and
learning. The pupils (each house contains from 1 to 5) take the same
routine of study as in the schools ; some who have been educated in

childhood would be satisfied with further instruction in fancy work,
and a few would add music and singing. When encouraged by their

husbands, they try to learn English, and some have succeeded fairly.

Besides these 109, there are several houses where Miss Pigot herself

visits only to give Bible instruction. For some time the zenanas
have been preparing to be examined by her on ten chapters of St
Luke's gospel, and all the grown pupils have been so anxious to excel
that nowhere have fewer than five chapters been committed to memory.
In one house the pupil gave her the open book, and, as if repeating an
ordinary lesson, steadily went through three chapters. At another
house were two young wives of 15 and 16, and while they recited, the
husband's sister brought her an Ooriya Testament, which I had given.

I said, " Repeat the 8th chapter, then the 4th, next from a verse in the
6th," which was done with remarkable accuracy ; one particularly knew
every chapter and verse taken in any way. This new feature in the
examination pleased and surprised Miss Pigot, who had only asked for

the substance of the chapters, and who prays that the heart may be
enabled to receive the truths committed to memory.

II.—MADRAS.

Mrs Drury reports her great satisfaction with the new mission
premises, which, after much search, she lately secured on very reason-

able terms. " It is a cool, comfortable house," she says, " easily divided
between the lady superintendent and the lady who takes charge of

zenana work
;
yet united when union is necessary." The Committee

regret to say that Mrs Drury finds her health so uncertain that she has
sent in her resignation, and only remains in charge of the Madras work
till November. They beg to express the great regret which they feel

that she is unable longer to continue her zealous and devoted labours
;

and they desire to record their gratitude to her for the order into which
she has brought their work at Madras. It was a great disappoint-

ment to the Committee to receive, some months ago, a medical opinion
that Miss Bourne, who assisted Mrs Drury in zenana-teaching, for

which her knowledge of Tamil peculiarly fitted her, was so seriously ill

as to be obliged to give up mission-work, and to leave India.

1. Zenanas.

Of Mrs Dawson's faithful zenana-work Mrs Drury says :
—" About

55 or 60 houses are regularly visited, and about 70 or 80 pupils well
taught twice a-week by four Bible-women, and their excellent super-

intendent, Mrs Dawson, of whose worth I cannot say too much. I
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hope friends at the Annual Meeting will pray for a blessing on her

labours ' in the heat of the day.' In very deed she works untiringly

with her whole heart for the bringing of heathen souls out of darkness

into liglit."

Mrs Drury is making it the primary object of zenana work to follow

to their homes the girls who, at the early age of 11 or 12 years, leave

the " Caste Schools," and by this means hopes to continue their Bible

instruction, besides giving a little geography and arithmetic as time

permits. Mrs Dawson writes :
" I was visiting one of our pupils in

Pursewaukum shortly after the Pongul Feast. After giving her a

Scripture lesson, in which she showed a lively interest, I said, ' Well,

how did you enjoy the Pongul V 'I took no interest in it at all,' she

replied ;
' I believe in the true God, and wish to serve Him, and I know

that this and all other feasts are a part of the service of Satan, and him
I do not wish to serve any longer.' This was music to my ears, as you
may imagine, and I thanked God heartily for it."

2. Schools.

Upwards of .500 " high caste " children receive instruction in the

day-schools, and the teachers are, with one or two exceptions, native

Christians,

III.—POONA.
Miss Eleanor and Miss Emily Bernard continue here their zealous

and devoted work in such sisterly one-mindedness, that it is alike

difficult and undesirable to describe separately the share of each.

To most of our contributors it is well known that the expenses
of the Orphanage and Day-school attached to it are defrayed from
the Central Fund of the Association ; while those of the Zenana and
general Mission, involving a large proportion of the funds required

for the station, are contributed by the Aberdeen Association, which
has for the last eight years made Poona its special object. By the

energy and zeal of the Aberdeen Branch, and their affection for and
confidence in Miss Bernard, a missionary si)irit has been developed in

that county which might well be imitated elsewhere. The corre-

spondence and business of the Mission are conducted directly from
Aberdeen ; and the members have, in doing so, had " a hallowing
sense of responsibility in connection with their Association, and a

stimulus to work, by the feeling that it depended upon them not
merely to raise money, but to see that the money was used to the best

advantage."

—

{S2^eech of the Rev. Henri/ Cowan, at tlue recent Meeting of
Aberdeen Association.)

1. Zenana Visiting.

In Zenana visiting, upwards of thirty families are under regular

weekly instruction, besides others having only occasional visits. Miss
Bernard is assisted by Mrs Edwards, and by Venotai, the young
Hindu widow who joined Miss Bernard soon after her arrival at

Poona, besides several native teachers.
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2. Schools.

Extracts from Miss Emily Bernard's last letter show how this branch
is worked :

—
" The Girls' School in the city has 38 children in attendance. High

and low caste are taught there. It has a Brahmin pundit, and also a

Christian woman, as teachers. We have a Sunday-school, as at Bam-
boorda, on Sunday mornings.

"The School for Boys and Girls at Yermoda.—It has an attend-

ance of 25 boys and 5 girls. We are not able, as yet, to have a
Sunday-school there. I go once a-week to examine the school and
give a Bible-lesson. Yermoda is a village about a mile and a half

from Poona.
*' At the School at Dapiolie, newly begun, only boys as yet come :

the attendance is 28. This has not, as yet, a Sunday-school, but I

hope will have soon. I go there also once a-week. In Dapiolie and
Yermoda, when there is time, I visit women. One new thing, and a
most joyful one, is two little Sunday-schools begun by Jewish women
in their own houses. We look after them a little. Twelve meet in
each house. One of the teachers is asking for baptism ; the other, I

believe, is a Christian."

The village Mission-school at Bamboorda, mentioned in previous
reports, is in active operation. In her last letter Miss Bernard men-
tions that the Government Inspector had told her he thought it the
pattern of a village school. The attendance is 40, of whom 7 are girls.

Of 17 boys presented at the examination, 13 passed, and only 4 failed.

The Sunday-school is always encouraging, four or five adults being
generally present along with the children ; and there is a weekly
evening service.

There are about 24 girls living under the Misses Bernard's care.

Twelve were transferred from the Orphanage ; of the others, who are

younger, 2 are little famine waifs ; the others are destitute or unclaimed
children, whom the magistrate or other official has sent. Two girls and
a boy were found under a tree beside the dead body of their father,

who had died of want. Though not desirous of maintaining the
Orphanage on its old footing, the Misses Bernard have not been able

to resist the call to receive these children ; and we must hope and
pray that they may be able to repay, in some degree, the love and care

now lavished on them.

The day scholars at the Mission-house School amount to 21, one
of whom has been lately appointed a pupil-teacher. In November the
first inspection took place, when the girls acquitted themselves to the
satisfaction of the examiner.

3. Medical Branch.

The ]\Iedical Branch is still re.stricted to the dispensary work carried

on by the native apothecary, Dargie, whose monthly returns show a
large average of patients—nearly 300— at from fifteen to eighteen
villages.
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Your Committee have made searching inqairy as to the possibility of

finding a medical lady to undertake the work in Poona, but without

As to baptism, candidates for that ordinance have been pretty numer-
ous, but only two have been baptised during the year—a Mohammedan
lad, who has been under instruction for some time, and a woman, of

whom Miss Bernard writes :
" I have seen in her nothing but Chris-

tian conduct during the last six months, in which we have met almost

daily." It is extremely difficult to raise the mind, trained in heathen

ways, to the higher standard of Christian life ; and the fear of accept-

ing to church membership those who may afterwards prove unworthy,
makes our missionaries very cautious.

IV.—SEALKOTE.

Mrs Harper's Eeport.

Owing to the long and serious illness of one of her boys, Sally was
unable to do her usual work for several months during the hot weather.

I have not been able to accompany her in zenana work, but she reports

that it is going on well.

Girls' Schools.

Sally being off duty, and my being away at the hills for several

months, the attendance at the schools fell away. The Mohammedan
school was down to 26 ; but it has steadily increased again till it has

reached the number of 40. There are 14 girls attending the Hindu
school. We have thus 54 pupils,—one more than at the same time last

year. Krim Bibi still continues to do exceedingly well. The annual
examination was held a few days ago. The specimens of sewing,

knitting, and embroidery, were very creditable. The pupils also

passed a good examination in reading, writing, arithmetic, and geo-

graphy. The highest class answered questions well from Earth's

Scripture History, and they all showed acquaintance with a children's

Scriptural Catechism. Some kind ladies in Scotland sent a parcel,

through Miss Sanders, which arrived in time for the examination,
with many pretty and useful articles to give away, for which our best

thanks are due to the kind donors.

v.—CHUMBA.

Girls' Schools.

These are two in number, one in the Kashmiri quarter, with an
attendance of 45, of whom most are Mohammedans ; the other in

the upper city, with an attendance of 51, all of whom are high-caste

children. The first is conducted by Sohan Lai's wife, by whom it was
originally set agoing four years ago. Her services are given gratui-

tously ; and she deserves great credit for the way in which she has
kept up the work. The subjects taught are reading, writing, and
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singing; they also learn knitting. The school in the upper city was
started by Mrs Hutcheson two years ago. We were at first rather

doubtful of its being a success, as that part of the city is inhabited
exclusively by high-caste people. Results, however, have not merely
shown that our fears were groundless, but have far surpassed our
highest expectations. The girls come most willingly, and take a great

interest in their lessons. The subjects taught are the same as in the

other school ; and all the teaching is in Hindu. A pundit from the

city has charge, and the more advanced classes are taught by Sohan
Lai, who goes for an hour and a half daily. Mrs Hutcheson visits the

school for an hour daily, and teaches the knitting, in which the girls

take a special interest. The reading of the Bible is just being intro-

duced into the school. In the other school it has been in use for some
time.

Teachers, 3 ; schools, 2
;
pupils, 76.

VL—CEYLON.

Both the schools at Moratumulle and Rawatawatte have made fair

progress during the year, with an increase of 10 pupils in the former
and 20 pupils in the latter. The Government grant-in-aid examina-
tion took place on the 17th October.

After the examination, it was arranged by the Rev. J. Burnet to

take the children on an excursion to Maradana, and give them a treat

for the second time. On account of rain, it was postponed to 22d
December, when about 70 children,' accompanied by their teachers and
a few friends, spent some time in seeing the Government museum, and
afterwards enjoyed tea and sweetmeats, provided by the ladies, &c., of

St Andrew's congregation, returning full of gratitude to Mr Burnet for

the great interest he takes in the schools.

Teachers, 2 ; schools, 2
;
pupils, 119.

VII.—HOME.

Funds.—The Committee regret to have to report that during the

past year there has been a falling off in the income of the Association

as compared with the previous year, and although the expenditure has

been considerably decreased, it has been necessary, in order to carry on
the Association's work, to make an inroad into capital to the extent of

,£571, 18s. Id. The total amount received in 1879 by subscriptions

was £2957, 4s. lOd. ; while the subscriptions received in 1878 were
£3459, 16s. lid., showing a falling off of £502, 12s, Id. under that head.

Part of this, however—viz., £97, 14s.—arises from the expenses of the

branch of the work at Poona under the charge of the Aberdeen Auxili-

ary having been to that amount less last year than in the previous

year ; and as the Committee only charge themselves with having re-

ceived from Aberdeen what is actually remitted to Poona, it will be

seen that, to this extent, the deficiency is only apparent, and has not

caused any loss to the Association, The sums drawn from capital in
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this and iu the previous year have also caused a falling off in the sums
received as interest. As against this decrease in revenue, there has
been effected a considerable saving in expenses. At the Indian stations

the outlay for 1879, even after payment of the unforeseen expenses
arising at Madras— from i\Iiss Bourne's illness requiring additional

assistance there, as well as her passage home, &c.—was less than in

lb78 by £97, I6s. id., while the expenses of management in this

country are less by i.'256, 16s. lOd. than in the previous year. The
total expenditure for 1879 was £4064, 8s., as against £4419, Os. llid.

in 1878; or £354, 12s. ll|d. less in 1879 than in 1878.

While the Committee are thus doing everything in their power to

reduce expenditure, so far as can be effected without impairing the

usefulness of the Association, they trust that their friends in all parts

of the country will support them with such an increased liberality as

will enable them to meet the expenses of the current year without
having to draw any further on their already reduced capital. External

causes, such as the great depression in trade, and the losses occasioned

by the stoppage of the City of Glasgow Bank, may have led to last

year's deficiency, but their effects have been passing away for some
months, and the Committee trust that the amount subscribed this year

will be such as to make it unnecessary for them in any way to contract

the great work which the Association is at present carrying on.

Rules.—The rules for the management of the Association, drawn up
in 1841, when its operations were on a very small scale, and the facili-

ties for the education of women in India very limited, have for many
years back been found to be unsuitable to the altered circumstances

of the Association, botli at home and abroad, and so indefinite as often

to lead to misconstruction.

Your Acting Committee, therefore, after carefully revising and ad-

justing the Rules, where alterations seemed to them desirable, sub-

mitted them to the Foreign Mission Committee of the Church of

Scotland, as Ishey held it an integral part of the constitution of the

Ladies' Association that it should continue as formerly under the

superintendence of the Church, through its Committee on Foreign
Missions. Repeated conferences took place between the General
Assembly's Committee and that of the Ladies' Association ; and the

"Rules and Regulations," as finally adjusted by the two Commit-
tees, will, it is hoped, meet with the approval of the Association.

The ' News of Female Missions ' has of late frequently recorded the

warmest thanks of the ladies superintending the stations for the liberal

gifts of clothing, pre2Kired needlework, illuminated texts, articles suit-

able for prizes, and a magic lantern for school entertainments, which
have been sent by work-parties in Scotland.

The encouraging accounts given by our agents abroad are accom-
panied by constant representations of many available openings for

the Gospel in the homes of India, and requests to be allowed to take
advantage of these. These should be accepted as an imperative call

for increased home organisation, as well as redoubled efforts on the part

of present workers ; but the statement of funds shows that, so far from
extending our operations, they must be diminished, if the yearly in-

come is not greatly improved. There are only 193 Auxiliaries, which
it is evident might very well be multiplied through the parishes of
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Scotland. The Committee have had it brought very prominently

under their notice, that this very partial support, accorded through-

out the Church to the work of the Association, is due in great measure

to a widespread ignorance of its character, and even of its existence.

They venture to say, that wherever the cause of Female Education in

India is made known, it will find friends ; and that if set forth by

ministers as an essential part of the great Scheme of Indian Evan-

gelisation, and acting as the supplement to the Foreign Missions of the

Church of Scotland, seeking to carry the Gospel to the womm as the

other does to the 7nen of India, its claims will be acknowledged by an

increased support of Foreign Missions on the part of the people.

The Committee would recommend the circulation of the " News of

Female Missions ' in parishes as a means of information, and they will

gladly give every assistance in their power towards the establishment

of new Branch associations and Working-parties, so as to make up

in some measure for the want of the personal services of their late

travelling secretary, Mrs Ferguson, now in Cyprus. The work of the

Association has, it seems to the Committee, reached a crisis in its

history when much depends on its being more widely recognised as an

integral part of the missionary enterprises of the Church of Scotland,

in which all have a call to labour who look for the fulfilment of the

promise, " I will bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the

ends of the earth."

B.—CALCUTTA.

General Assembly's Institution.

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES.—ADDRESS BY THE BISHOP OP CALCUTTA.

The annual distribution of prizes to the pupils of this Institution

took place on Tuesday, 6th April, in the large hall of the Institution,

which was gracefully decorated for the occasion. The Lord Bishop of

Calcutta presided, and he was accompanied to the platform by the

principal and missionary professors of the Institution, and by the Rev.

Dr K. M. Banerjea, and the llev. G. G. Gillan, M.A., minister of St

Andrew's Church and secretary to the Church of Scotland Mission

Board. Among those present were the Rev. Brook Deedes, M.A., the

bishop's chaplain; the Rev. W. R. Blackett, M.A., Christ's Church,

Cornwallis Square; the Rev. W. Milne, M.A., minister of the Free

Church; the Rev. A. F. Bamford, B.A., minister of Union Chapel;

the Rev. J. Hector, M.A.; and the Rev. R. N. Macdonald, M.A., ofthe

Free Church Institution; the Rev. J. James, of the Baptist Mission;

Dr T. Edmondston Charles, C. Gregory, Esq., and J. Wetherill, Esq.,

members of the Church of Scotland Mission Board; Major Cowan,
Kali Churn Banerji, Esq., W. Osmond, Esq., of Messrs Mackintosh,

Burn & Co., and others. There was also a large attendance of European
ladies ; and in the body of the hall, which was completely filled, were

the native ministers, professors, teachers, and students.

The proceedings having been opened with prayer, the principal of
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the Institution, the Rev. W. Hastie, B.D., gave a brief sunimary report

of the past session. He began by expressing regret that the distribu-

tion of prizes had been accidentally delayed till the hot season was so

far advanced, and by thanking the ladies and gentlemen present for

attending in so large a number to show their sympathy with the work
of the Institution. The following were the principal points mentioned
in Mr Hastie's statement :^

I.—THE NEW BUILDINGS.

The graceful and commodious new College buildings in front had
been finished and opened during the past year. This important ad-

dition to the building had been necessitated by the large increase of

students in the College department in recent years. It had been
erected by Messrs Mackintosh, Burn & Co., at a cost of more than
Rs. 50,000, and furnished a substantial proof of their architectural taste

and building skill. The outlay had mainly been met by an advance
from the funds of the Foreign Missions Committee ; but it was ex-

pected that it would gradually be repaid by means of the annual sur-

plus. The thanks of the Mission were due to the building committee
of the Corresponding Board, and especially to the treasurer (Mr O.

Steel), for the care and judgment they had exercised in connection

with the new buildings.

II.—THE ATTENDANCE IN 1879.

1. The school department had fallen in the past year in numbers to

687 ; but as the decrease was owing mainly to the opening of element-

ary schools by native gentlemen in the neighbourhood, the fact was
not regretted, but rather regarded with satisfaction as indicating pro-

gress in native education. The missionaries would willingly be relieved,

were it possible, of the charge of elementary education, in order to give

all their attention to the higher College classes, according to the orig-

inal intention of the founders of the Institution.

2. The College department had again been very largely attended.

It had been considered by some that the popularity of the College in

recent years might be transitory, and that changes in the teaching
staff might prejudicially affect the attendance. But it had not proved
so. There were enrolled up to 325 students at one time in the College

during the last session, so that the Institution had been attended by
over 1000 native pupils in the several classes.

III.—UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS.

All the pupils had been regularly examined in the Institution in the
several departments of study, and had been very favourably reported
of. In the University examinations, where the severest and most im-
partial tests had been ai)plied, the success of the students had been
unprecedented in the history of the College.

In the entrance examination, of 60 candidates sent up, 17 passed,

—

1 in the first division, 4 in the second, 12 in the third.

In the F.A. examination, of 153 candidates sent up (the largest num-
ber from any college in Bengal), 40 passed,— 6 in the first division, 14

in the second, 20 in the third.
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In the B.A. examination, of 49 candidates sent, 18 passed,—4 in the

second division, and 14 in the third. These all passed in the A. or

Literary course, which is alone taught, and their number is incom-

parably greater than those from any other affiliated college in that

division.

Some of the students obtained eminent distinction in Philosophy
and Sanskrit, and valuable Government scholarships vpere awarded to

them.

IV.—FINANCES.

The financial department had shared in the general prosperity.

Receipts—College fees, . . . Rs. 14,600
School fees, . . . 8,700
Government grant, . 4,200

Pis.27,500

Disbursements—Salaries of native professors, teachers,

and servants, taxes, etc., . . . 19,000

Surplus to be paid into Building Fund, . Us. 8,500

In addition to this, the Church of Scotland had spent about
Rs.24,000 on the Institution, in the salaries of the European mis-

sionaries.

The Provident Fund, founded for the benefit of the native pro-

fessors and teachers, had been considerably increased, so that it had
now lis. 3000 invested in Government paper.

After paying a high compliment to the ability and faithfulness of

the native professors, and to the students for their uniform courtesy,

perseverance, warm gratitude for all the interest taken in their wel-

fare, and unexceptionable propriety of conduct throughout the year,

Mr Hastie referred to the Scripture teaching which had been carried

on regularly in all classes, from the lowest to the highest, as in former
sessions. This being a missionary institution, founded and supported
by the faith of the Church of Scotland, all else was regarded as sub-

ordinate and subsidiary to the essential aim of imparting the know-
ledge of Christian truth to the pupils. What could be done in the

circumstances had been done in the face of many obstacles and diffi-

culties ; and the fact that the pupils who had gained the highest distinc-

tion in the secular branches also stood highest in Scripture knowledge,
was a proof that the latter did not interfere with the former, and was
altogether a hopeful sign. As regards the result of this teaching upon
the spiritual life of the pupils, they could only watch and pray for the

fruit of the good seed thus sown, believing that it would be brought
forth, according to the great Divine law of the sure but gradual growth
of the kingdom of God.
The prizes, which were almost all bestowed for proficiency in Scrip-

tural knowledge, having been distributed by the Lord Bishop, Mr
Hastie concluded by saying :

" Before giving place to your Lordship,
I may be pardoned if I suggest, without dwelling upon, a larger re-

trospect than that of the past session merely. For to-day we are

bringing publicly to a close the work of fifty years, and we do so with
a jubilee joy in view of God's good providence over our Mission in the
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past, and of the large liberty of tlie spirit in wliicli the movement of

the period is culminating now. In a few days it will be half a century
since Alexander Duff, the first and greatest Missionary of the Church
of Scotland, arrived in Calcutta, bearing with him a commission from
the General Assembly to foiind a Christian college or institution for

imparting true knowledge and true religion to the natives of this

country, and glowing with an ardent enthusiasm to give it shape and
realisation. He has told us, in his own graphic and powerful language,

tlie Romantic story of the beginning of that work which is carried on by
direct inheritance in this General Assembly's Institution still. I shall

not attempt to pay a tribute, for I could not, to tlie noble men who have
toiled and sacrificed themselves in this great work in the past. Almost
all of them now enjoy that reward that is above the meed of human
praise ; and they have won the admiration of the hour for their self-

denying and stainless lives, and for an active philanthropy that has not
been eclipsed by anything seen, even in India, in the cabinet or the
field. Resting from their labours, their works do follow them : and we
enter joyously into their labours. And what strikes us most, in looking
over the movement, is its singular faithfulness throughout to the ori-

ginal conception of the father of our Church from whom it sprang, and
its unity and progressiveness as a whole. Through all the changes of

its workers and in society around, the General Assembly's Institution

has still kept true to its educational method of evangelisation, and has
never swerved from its higli aim of harmonising modern enlighten-

ment and religion in the spiritual life. Undoubtedly there has been
much human imperfection and limitation mingled in the movement

;

yet it seems to be advancing even now more and more towards the
form contemplated in the original scheme. I cannot for a moment
admit that the General Assembly's Institution, as is sometimes alleged,

has proved a failure when estimated by its primary intention and aim.
It has borne through these long years a continuous testimony to the
power of the living God in presence of the growing decay of all tradi-

tional faith around ; it has dissipated the repulsive notions of Chris-

tianity which it found in the native mind, and has shown the Christ
to its pupils as the sum of all that is lovely and pure and of good
report ; it has removed barriers that hopelessly separated young souls,

and awakened in them human sympathies unfelt and undreamed of

before ; it has trained three generations of students to the exercise of

private judgment and the sense of moral responsibility ; it has enlarged
their thoughts, and elevated their aspirations, and equipped them with
knowledge for the struggle of life ; it has been the parent and model of

kindred institutions where the sacred fire has been kindled on new
hearths and fanned betimes into a warmer glow ; it has permanently
established itself as an energetic protest against the mere secularism
and intellectual despair of the time, and as a living symbol of the
coming union of Christian faith and modern culture in India. For
years it may have spoken rather with the calm whisper of the still

small voice than with the roar of the mighty wind ; but, methinks, not
the less deeply, not the less abidingly. If it be said that its overt con-
verts liave been few, it may at least be aflirmed that they have been
noble ; that some of its earliest remain, still working in the loftiest

altitudes of the spiritual life, whom we all delight to honour ; and that



FOKEIGN MISSION COMMITTEE. 97

He only who seeth in secret can number His own children. I believe

that while our predecessors have often wisely abstained from the policy

of an irritating and fruitless polemic, Christian principle and truth

have never been compromised within these walls, and that the laurels

won in the educational world in recent years have been gained by
honest and persevering fidelity to immediate duty, and as the pledge

of higher and more spiritual triumphs yet to come. We would fain

believe that there is still a future of usefulness—of even more hal-

lowed usefulness—before the General Assembly's Institution in this

community ; that many a young heart will yet be kindled to a diviner

life in its class-rooms, and gather a strength that will support them in

their seasons of trial ; ay, even that the vision of a great Christian

college in Bengal, which prompted its foundation and nerved Alex-
ander DufF to the glorious achievements of his life, may, ere another
half century has rolled away, pass from a great hope into a blessed

reality. God so grant ; and though none of us may see it, may what is

now sown in weakness and tears be reaped again in strength and joy !

" My Lord, I must apologise for detaining an audience that must be
impatient to listen to your weightier ' words of truth and soberness ;

'

yet I may be excused thus claiming some sympathy for the Church of

Scotland in her noble efforts here in the past, and for her humble re-

presentatives now, who are striving to carry on this work at a time
when it is needed more than ever, with a heavier burden of weakness
and imperfection, yet not without somewhat of the old spirit of faith

and hope and love. To your own remarks, at this perplexing crisis

of the spiritual life in India, I am sure, we shall all listen with the
respect that is due to your high office in the Christian Church, and the
affection so widely entertained throughout the community for your
character and person."

The Lord Bishop then addressed the large audience of Europeans
and natives present. He began by congratulating all connected with
the Institution on the remarkable prosperity and success of the past

session. He heartily congratulated the students on the high distinc-

tion they had gained in the University examinations. The flourishing

state of the finances was also a matter of satisfaction, being so different

from what was generally found in similar institutions, which were gen-
erally in a state of impecuniosity. This was a pleasing evidence of the
fact that the value of education was now fully appreciated in this

country ; it was a sign of a praiseworthy independence of spirit which
he hoped would grow more and more—for he was no advocate of what
was called "pauper education" here any more than in England, unless

absolutely necessary. The present occasion was a peculiarly interesting

one to the friends of the General Assembly's Institution, from the fact,

to which reference had just been made, that half a century of missionary
work had now been completed in connection with it. It occurred to

him, therefore, that it would not be inappropriate to give expression to

some of the views he had formed concerning the great man who had
founded this Institution, and to draw from his work in life certain les-

sons practically applicable to the present condition of things in our
missionary colleges. He was a sincere admirer of the late Dr Duff,
having formed the highest estimate of his character ; and since coming
to India, he had made Dr Duff's work and life a special study for liis
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own instruction and guidance. \We owed, as was universally acknow-

ledged, much to the great missionary as the populariser of English

education in India; but it ought to be also remembered that in 1830

he was ahead even of the advocates of mass education in England, and

could only have drawn his ideas from what he had seen going on in

Scotland. In surveying his work, there were especially two things

which we owed to him in Indian education. In the first place, he had

advocated and exemplified the use of English as the medium of native

education, and had thus contributed to the rapid spread of western

enlightenment and knowledge among all classes of the community.

Again, he had founded the method of employing a general education

in English and in modern science as the medium of introducing Chris-

tian truth and faith into the native mind. This was the most import-

ant part of his work, and its success depended mainly upon the way in

which it was done. He saw clearly that education severed from reli-

gion is altogether a vain thing, and was often prejudicial rather than

beneficialTl We commonly speak of combining these, as if they were

two separate things ; but neither of them is complete without the

other. It would be much better to say, with Dr Duff, that education

should be saturated with religion. By this was meant that there is a

religious way of teaching anything and everything, and that is still

what is, above all things, needed in our missionary institutions. Then
again, a vast amount of good might be done outside of the teaching

work in the classes ; and Duff's example showed that greater efforts

might be made in this direction. He was undoubtedly a man of extra-

ordinary working power, so that it was quite astonishing what he had

done individually in actual teaching and work of that kind. But the

mystery of Duff's success lay still more in the spirit of the man, and in his

exceptional power of drawing to himself all classes who came to his lec-

tures and to his public addresses. Through these he had exerted a Chris-

tian influence upon the whole community. In order to communicate

Christian truth, we must, like him, teach it as what we feel to be the one

thing of supreme importance for our own soul. Without this the souls

of others will not be reached or quickened. If the Lord Jesus is not

loved and adored by ourselves as the Divine Saviour, we shall not win

others to regard Him as their supreme Lord. This is what is required

to give force and reality to our Christian teaching ; this is what is

wanted still. There seems to be a vast amount of seed-sowing every-

where, which produces nothing, from the want of more carefully and ten-

derly following the souls of individuals. It is only thus that the fertilis-

ing showers of divine grace will be called down from above, and the

spiritual fruit attained. These remarks, he hoped, would be taken in

good part by those engaged in the work of our Christian institutions,

and as arising from a deep sympathy with the great end they had all

in view.

"And now, my young native friends," addressing the students, "let

me say a few words, in conclusion, to you. You have here great opportu-

nities for improving your minds and laying a foundation for success in

life by the education you obtain. And you seem yourselves to recognise

this, as is proved by your success in the University examinations. It

is well that this should be done ; and, knowing the power for good of

all true knowledge to the community, I would encourage you to per-
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severe. But what I have been saying already applies, only in different

relation, also to you. You can choose your subjects for examination,

and study these so as to obtain high distinction in them ; but all this

will be of little or no avail without that higher knowledge which per-

tains to divine things. And this is not gained merely by an intellec-

tual possession of the elements, the evidences, the history, the doctrines

even, of our religion. You may have all that, and yet know nothing

really of Christ and His saving power. It is only when you come to

know Him as the Lord of life and of all, that your souls will be quick-

ened by your knowledge, and you will find the Christ as the one who
is to be supremely loved and adored."

His Lordship concluded by expressing his personal interest in the

General Assembly's Institution, and wishing it continued prosperity

and blessing in the future.

The address was delivered with great energy and directness, and the

glow of earnest feeling pervading it evidently made a deep impression
upon the whole audience.

The Rev. Mr Gillan, having been requested to move the vote of

thanks, rose and said

—

" Ladies and gentlemen, especially young gentlemen of Bengal, in

the absence of some one better suited for it, there falls to me the pleas-

ing task of asking you to thank Bishop Johnson for his kindness in

presiding here this evening, and for the noble, spirit-stirring speech he
has addressed to us. Since ' the shades of night,' according to Long-
fellow, are ' falling fast,' I shall be brief, in case any reporter may state

that the minister of St Andrew's was 'left speaking' in the dark to

emptiness.

"As far as known to me, this is the first occasion on which any
Bishop of Calcutta has acted in this capacity, and on this account
alone we thank him. Your Lordship is well aware that, as there are

points of diversity between your Church and ours, there also are of

agreement. This evening the harmony rejoices over the distinction
;

and we are exceedingly glad that you yourself have come as an embodi-
ment of that concord. Our students may perhaps be reminded that

the Church represented by you, and that represented by us, are both
connected with, and in part supported by, the State,—the Anglican
being that division of Christendom which is established by law in

England, the Church of Scotland that which is established in Scotland.

This is a position on which wise and good men have differed, and are

free to differ
;
yet, on our part, we crave permission to express our

belief that this union is a good thing. Like a well-assorted marriage
—though 1 might fear to use the simile before such eminent bachelors
—like a marriage, not between mere children, but between persons of

full age and wise discretion, this union of Church and State is produc-
tive of much benefit to both parties, and not least to the State.

" But chiefly, I ask you, friends, to thank the Right Rev. Bishop
because his being here is a token of a far higher harmony between us,

—I mean that, while Episcopacy and Presbytery have stretched, like

green leafy branches, on this side and on that, they both have sprung
from one central stem, and are nourished by one great root. Shall I

say, even to this audience, that that stem, that root, is Jesus Christ 1

It is the doctrine of Him, dying for man's evil, living for man's life,
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the great trutli, which I trust you young men, even through and after

your literary and scientific studies, will yet clearly recognise and man-
fully confess,—it is this truth tliat forms the life-giving j)rinciple of

the Anglican Church, of the Presbyterian Church, and of any good in

any other Church. Because his presence is a sign of this greatest

point of conformity, especially in a land like India, I ask you to thank

his Lordship.
" Few men, I think, might more reasonably have excused them-

selves ; few have heavier responsibilities ; on him ' cometh daily the

care ' of many churches. Let us thank him, therefore, the more, not

only for having expressed willingness to come, which is easy, but for

having made the time and taken the trouble to acknowledge, to admon-
ish, and encourage, by his own presence among us, his Presbyterian

brethren, in this Missionary Institution of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland."

Mr Hastie also briefly thanked the Bishop, and then announced to

the students that Mr Gregory, who took such a warm interest in their

spiritual welfare, had intimated that he would give a gold medal annu-

ally for proficiency in Bible knowledge, and expressed the thanks of

the Mission to the generous donor.

The proceedings were brought to a close by the Bishop pronouncing

the benediction.

C—MADRAS.
Extracts from Joint-Report by Messrs Sinclair and Legate.

The stations to which our work applies are Vellore, Arconum, and
Madras, Before entering on these in detail, however, we would con-

gratulate the native minister and native congregation, Madras, on their

now having a church of their own in which to hold their services.

VELLORE.

Native Church.—Our small native church here has been maintained

as formerly. During the first half of the year it was under the pastoral

care of the Rev. D. Coomerappen, the native minister, and since his

removal to the important station of Arconum, the services have been
conducted by Mr B. John, a licentiate of the Church. The sealing

ordinances in this church will for the present be administered by Mr
Legate.

School.—This school during the year has been subjected to consider-

able trials. At the beginning of the year, when a European missionary

went to reside at Vellore, immediately there was a rush to it, and the

numbers went up from 183 to 256 on the roll. Extra and more effici-

ent masters were appointed, and the Government increased their grant-

in-aid to the school from Rs.74 to Rs. 173. 2. 8 per mensem. Such a

sudden increase to our numbers was most encouraging, for it clearly

showed that the native inhabitants of Vellore would be ready and will-

ing to send their children to a mission-school if there was a European
missionary at the head of it. The European missionary that was there,
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however, was only to take a nominal supervision of the school while
really learning a vernacular to qualify himself for purely evangelistic

work. The amount of supervision which he could give we felt to be
too little to satisfy the parents, and therefore we addressed the Com-
mittee on the subject on May last, pointing out that there was great
danger of the wave of popular feeling that had set in in our favour
being turned back unless a missionary was sent specially to Vellore.

We thank the Committee for at once complying with our request, and
we rejoice that now, at the time of writing this report, we have Mr
Paterson actually stationed there. . . . The income from fees and
grants-in-aid for the year has been Es.4013. 12. 2, which is an increase

of lis. 1654. 2. S over 1878. The net cost of the school to the Com-
mittee has been Rs.340. 13. 9.

The Sundai/school has been continued during the year, and has been
well attended. Our thanks are due to Major Gabbett for his kind
assistance.

AECONUM.

We are glad to be able to state that the Mission here has been
making steady progress during the year. There has been a consider-

able advance in numbers and in efficiency in both the boys' and the
girls' schools, while, as regards the more direct evangelistic efforts,

though they have not as yet given us any actual additions to the
Church, they have given a few earnest inquirers, who are at present
under instruction for baptism.

Girls' School.—The number in attendance at the girls' school was
49 at the beginning of the year, and 64 towards the end. . . .

-Boi/s' School.—The progress in the boys' school has been particularly

encouraging, the numbers having risen from 64 at the commencement
of the year to 131 at the close. It has developed during the year
from a " Primary " to a " Middle School," according to the Government
classification. In this progress we have evidence that the Mission
school has gained the confidence of the inhabitants of Arconum, and
of the surrounding district.

Besides the religious instruction given in the day-schools, there are

two Sunday-schools, with an average attendance of 25 girls and 70
boys. An English service for the East Indian and English-speaking
natives of the place has been conducted once a-month by Mr Legate.

As last year, Mr Legate, in company with Mr B. John, made a brief

tour through a fresh portion of the Arconum district.

Two things were strongly impressed upon us during our tour—viz.,

the growing familiarity of the ryots with the facts of Christianity, and
the consequent disarming of the earlier prejudices against it, as some-
thing evil or dangerous. Through the facilities of communication now
available, some from every village have been to the larger centres of
population, from which they have brought back with them more en-

lightened views as to what Christianity is and does. Another matter
that struck us was the more or less dilapidated condition in which the
village temples are almost universally at present. They certainly are
not so religiously cared for now as in bygone days. We may mention
a circumstance that will illustrate the fact. The keeper of a large
temple at one village, seeing us pass, came and earnestly requested a

H
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donation for tlie temple, offering, in return, to conduct us tbrougli the

building, and saying it was not now witii the temple treasury as it had
been in former times, that gifts now were very few. It seemed some-
what ludicrous to be asked to contribute to the sui:)port of a building

which we were, in fact, come to destroy.

MADRAS—WASHERMANPETTAH BRANCH SCHOOL.

This school, which is under the charge of Mr C. Appasamy, has made
a great advance during the year. The number on the roll at the be-

ginning of the year was 76, and at the close 101.

In all our schools religious instruction is given daily, and the mis-

sionary object of the teaching is never lost sight of.

CENTRAL INSTITUTION.

Eelif/ions Instruction.—This, the most important part of our work,

is attended to by the two European missionaries and four native Chris-

tian masters, two of whom are graduates of the Madras University.

All the classes were examined in the portions they had read dur-

ing the year, in December last, and acquitted themselves creditably.

The repugnance formerly felt towards being taught from the Scriptures

has now almost, if not entirely, disappeared ; and if there are still some
that would gladly see our Bible hour done away with, yet the majority

of our boys take a deep interest in this subject. Without any special

rewards being offered them, they come to school with their Bible

lessons as carefully prepared as any other. An earnest Christian

teacher who has the power of interesting his pupils in secular subjects,

will find no difficulty in awakening a similar interest in them for re-

ligious instruction ; and we hesitate not to say that these pupils, after

having been four or more years with us, as most of them are, leave our

schools, many of them impressed with the truths that have been taught

them ; and though they have not had the courage openly to profess

their faith in Christ Jesus as the one God and Saviour, still we be-

lieve that the seed sown must in many cases be sown in good ground,

and that in due time the fruit will be forthcoming. Nay, we know
that it is so, for apart altogether from the universal testimony of evan-

gelistic missionaries in the Mofussil,—that in those villages visited by
them, where the leading officials are men who have been taught in our

mission schools and colleges, the influence of these men is almost uni-

versally thrown on the side of the missionary,—we have the testimony of

one of the greatest missionaries of Southern India, the Ilight Ilev. Dr
Caldwell, Bishop of Tinnevelly, as to the conversions to Christianity

arising from our mission schools. We quote his own words as pub-
lished in January last :

—

" I restrict my remarks to the Presidency of Madras, but as I have
been well acquainted with this Presidency for forty-two years, my re-

marks may carry some weight. I have also had some experience in

the work of conversion myself, and have tried in succession every

variety of method. Let me mention, then, the remarkable fact that

during the whole of this long period not one educated high-caste

Hindu, so far as I am aware, has been converted to Christianity, in
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connection witli any Mission or Church, except through the Christian

education received in mission schools. Such converts may not be very

numerous, and I regret that they are not, but they are all that are. In
my own sphere of work, in the Missions of the Society for the Propa-

gation of the Gospel in Tinnevelly and Ramnad, I can testify from my
own knowledge that the only converts we have had belonging to this

class have been the fruit of the teaching of Christianity in our Anglo-

vernacular schools. Those converts were at the time, or had formerly

been, pupils in those schools, and it was in those schools that they

acquired those convictions and impressions that led to their con-

versions."

Secular Instruction.—Our chief aim during the year has been to

raise the standards of the classes. The average number on the roll for

the third quarter of the year was 363, against 338 in 1878.

University Examination.—Of the fifteen pupils recommended by us

for the matriculation examination, thirteen were successful, one of

these taking a place in the first class. This result compares favour-

ably with the two preceding years.

There has been a great improvement during the year in the regu-

larity of attendance, particularly in the highest class, and this has told

very beneficially on the income obtained from fees,—the amount of

fees collected during the year having been Rs.4461. 14, as against

Rs.3846. 7. 6 in the previous year. From the 1st of July last, however,

the grant-in-aid to our Institution, as also to all other high schools in

Madras and some other places, was reduced to Ils.200 per mensem.
The result has been, that instead of the Institution having a surplus

after paying all its expenses, it has this year cost the Committee
Es.360. 11. 3—the expenditure having been E,s.8709. 1. 3, while the in-

come from fees and grants was Rs.8348. 6.

The late Rev. Daniel Jacob.

Extract Letter from Mr Sinclair, Madras, 2i)th August 1879.

" You will be grieved to hear that Mr Daniel Jacob, our senior native

minister, is dead. He v/as attacked with fever about three weeks ago
;

but as there is a good deal of fever going about just now which is not
of a dangerous type, his friends did not feel alarmed. Last Thursday,
however, a change for the worse took place ; and on Saturday he was
pronounced to be dangerously ill. I was with him in the evening.

He was then very low, but quite able to talk with me. He knew he
was dying, and he was happy. No fears, no doubts, no anxiety, had
he ; but, strong in the Christian faith, and assured that he had been
reconciled unto God through Jesus his Saviour, he expressed his readi-

ness to depart and to be with Him. One only thing, it seemed, he
would have liked to have been spared a little longer for, and that was,
that he might have preached once to his people in their own church.
But this was not to be granted to him. On Sunday I was again with
him ; but he was so weak that he was unable to speak. On Monday,
the ISth inst., he passed away.

" In Mr Jacob we have lost a well-tried and most faithful agent.

Employed originally as a catechist, he was, after receiving a course of
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instruction from the missionaries, licensed by the Presbytery of Madras
in 1860. In 1861 he was sent to Secunderabad, where he laboured till

the end of 1876, when, at his own request, he was transferred to

Madras. At Secunderabad he had considerable success in his work.
He gathered round him a small native congregation, of which he became
the ordained minister ; and as many as one hundred and twenty-four
adults, converts from heathenism, were baptised by him during his

ministry there."

Opening of the Native Church, Madras.

Letterfrom Mr Sinclair, Madras, Ath March 1880.

" It gives me much pleasure to be able to inform you that the Native
Church was opened for public worship last Sunday, the 29th February.
Interesting and important as the opening of this our first Native Church
in Madras was in itself, the circumstances under which it was opened
rendered the services all the more impressive and touching ; and one
could not but trust and pray tliat this would be the dawn of a better

and a brighter day for our Mission in Southern India. Not that our Mis-

sion has not been blessed by God in bringing many out of the power of

darkness into light—for now we have a goodly roll of such—but still,

when we look at the hundreds that have given up their idolatry, and
think of the millions that are still in a state of heathenism, we cannot
but feel how comparatively little we have yet been able to accomplish,

and how much God calleth on us and on the whole Church yet to do.

"From the printed sheet which I inclose herewith, you will see that

the Tamil service was held at 9 o'clock in the morning. Some time
before this hour, the church, which is seated for two hundred, was
filled, and before the service was begun, the passages, doorways, and
every available space, were taken up by an eager and attentive congre-

gation. The number of native Christians present must have been
rather over than under three hundred. Our own worthy and able

native minister, the Rev. William Samuel, began the service by giving

out a Tamil hymn, and reading a lesson, after which Mr Legate, of our
own Mission, dedicated the church to the service of God—the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Ghost—in a Tamil prayer. To you and to the

Committee, I feel sure, the news that a European missionary of your
own was able to take sucli an important part in such an important ser-

vice, will be most gratifying. It is very many years now since our
Church had a missionary in this Presidency who could speak in a ver-

nacular, and to all of us it must be a matter of much satisfaction that

Mr Legate has, in so short a time, been able so to acquire a vernacular
that he is qualified now to enter on his work of evangelisation in the

Arconum district.

" Tiie sermon was preached by the Rev. P. Rajahgopaul, one of the
'first-fruits' of the higher-class educational school, so wisely begun by
our Church in 1837, and now one of the brightest ornaments of the

Native Church of Southern India. The shock given to Hinduism by
the conversion of Mr Rajahgopaul, and one or two other high-caste

natives attending our Mission school in 1839, the persecution of the con-

verts and of the missionaries who had been the means, in God's hands, of
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their conversion, and the ultimate triumph of the missionaries, are now
matters of history ; and although, in 1843, Mr Kajahgopaul went over

with the missionaries to the Free Church, he has ever had, and still

has, a warm heart for the Church that was the means of rescuing him
from idolatry. Most pleasing, therefore, was it to have one of the first,

if not the very first, convert of the Church of Scotland in Madras, tak-

ing a part in the opening of her first native church there.

" In the afternoon there was an English service for the members of St

Andrew's Kirk, and others who had taken an interest in, or subscribed

towards, the erection of the church. Mr Liston, our chaplain, with

whom, I believe, the idea of having a separate building for our native

congregation originated, and who, during the past year, has taken a

lively interest in the church, preached the sermon, and Mr Dowsley led

the devotions.
" The church is an exceedingly pretty structure. It is of the Gothic

style of architecture, and cruciform in design. It measures about 80 feet

by 43 feet. It has three gables, each with an oriel window and sur-

mounted with a finial. In the tower there are four Gothic windows
;

and it, with the spire, is 70 feet high. I hope in a week or two to be

able to send you a photograph of the building.

"The cost of the church and fittings has been Pis.10,100. The total

amount expended on the church and native minister's bungalow has

been about Rs. 17,000.
" May this work, now successfully finished, be unto the Lord ' for a

name, and for a praise, and for a glory.'
"

D.—BOMBAY.

Report by Mr Melvin.

In sending my Annual Report on the work that has been carried on

in the Institution during another year, I may at once say that there

has been much hard work, accompanied by steady progress, and great

encouragement in some departments. The general tone throughout

has been good, and the finances and examination results have con-

siderably improved. With all my teachers I have been thoroughly

pleased, and it has given me great pleasure to see the hearty interest

they have taken in those intrusted to their care. At the last examina-

tion for the degree of LL.B., my first assistant, Mr Pandurang Dhordev
Gadgil, B.A., passed in the First Division, in which were but two suc-

cessful candidates.

Religious Instruction.

The opening exercises have been conducted without interruption

;

and in addition to reading and explaining selected portions of Scrip-

ture, I used Dr Bogue's ' Essay on the Divine Authority of the New
Testament,' endeavouring to impress on my young audience the chief

doctrines of our faith, as well as the evidences on which it rests

historically. The only boys specially taught by me were those of the

Sixth Standard, with whom I read the whole of the Acts of the
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Apostles and tlie life of Abraham, together with occasional publica-

tions of the Religious Book and Tract Society. These boys have been
with me for two years, so that they have now a very full and intelli-

gent acquaintfance witli the various prophecies as to Christ's coming
and their fulfilment. His life and work, and the spread of the Gospel
by His apostles. Though there was no special inducement to excel in

these subjects, and the boys might have looked upon the three-quarters

of an hour spent on them daily as but lost time, there was always

careful preparation and a deep interest excited, without the slightest

attempt to turn any part into an English lesson. Some of the more
advanced were very eager in their inquiries as to particular points

;

but their questions were often far in advance of their age, and most
probably they were prompted by clever friends.

Lately an old pupil called on me after an absence of eleven years,

which he has spent in travelling in the North-West Provinces with a

Bengal native civilian, who supported him, and encouraged him in

religious studies. He is deeply versed in Vedic lore, but has now no
faith in Hinduism, ancient or modern ; and even the Brahma Somaj is

not far enough advanced for him. His knowledge of Christianity is

also considerable, and he thinks it nearer his ideal than anything else

he has studied; but his stumbling-block is still the divinity of

Christ. He first thought of turning his attention to such studies, and
to devoting his life to them, when he was a pupil here, and it was from
our catechists and myself he first learned of Christianity.

Attendance.

The daily attendance has continued to improve, though in the rainy

season it was very irregular, owing to excessive sickness, arising from
chills and the eating of unripe fruit sold by vendors near the school

gates. The past monsoon was the most unhealthy one I have spent

here, and many boys were for days ill with fever and diarrhcea—indeed
I was myself confined to my room for a fortnight.

The numbers on the register at present are :

—

8 7 330
— 4 37
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lately they have fluctuated very much, and only those who are far

from their own schools seem to come, chiefly the sons of soldiers

and carpenters. The number of new boys admitted during the year

was 301, which, with 322 on the rolls at the beginning of the year,

made 623 boys who have been at some time under instruction.

Examinations.

1. Grant-in-aid.—In October the Government Inspector and his two
assistants spent six days in thoroughly examining all the classes

according to the dift'erent Standards. The result was on the whole
very satisfactory, and the grant was Rs.521 more than for the last

examination, being the largest we have gained since 1873, when
the new rules were introduced. The passes in some subjects were
as high as 85 per cent, and the only weak results were in English

dictation.

2. Matriculation.—The bad class of which I have written for the

last two years has at last disappeared, and as it was the highest

last year, we could not look for good results. Only 8 were sent in,

and of these 2 passed—243d and 274th in order of merit. The Candi-

date class is never large, and but seldom good, as most of those

who finish the Sixth - Standard subjects prefer to seek situations :

however, this year there are 22 in attendance, and of these 8 are

promising.

3. Farish Scholarships.—This year the competition for these was
very keen, and the results so close that they were all divided. For
the highest, I examined the Candidate class in religious know-
ledge and in English, the work prescribed being the life of Abraham,
the last eleven chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, together with

certain passages to be committed to memory, and grammar, composi-

tion, parsing, and etymology. For the others, three classes were
examined in much "the same way as in previous years, and the results

were extremely satisfactory, in that boys of whom I had a high

opinion all came to the front.

4. IStevenson Scholarships.—For these, 170 boys from eight classes,

and ranged under five standards, were examined as usual.

With regard to these examinations, I find that just before they

are held the boys are extremely diligent ; but after they are over,

there is no stimulus for the rest of the year : hence I would much
prefer that for schoolboys we had scholarships to be settled every

month. In one of the other Mission schools such is the case ; and
as a result of how that affects us, I may say that the boys who were
second and third for the highest Stevenson Scholarships left after

the examination, so as to compete for a scholarship there a month
or two hence.

W. F. Melvin.

Bombay, 13th March 1880.
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E.—DARJEELING.

Report by Rev. William Macfarlane, M.A., for the Year
ending 31st December 1879.

In giving the Annual Report of this Mission for the past year, I

shall, as usual, first give an account of

—

I.—ADDITIONS MADE TO THE CHURCH DURING THE YEAR BY
BAPTISM.

During the past year twenty-six persons in all were baptised in con-

nection with the Mission. Of these, twenty-two were either adult

converts from heathenism or their children. The remaining four were
children of Christian parents.

The first persons baptised during the past year were three young
Limbu girls, half-sisters of Budhiman, one of our Nepaulese converts,

and now one of the teachers in the Darjeeling school. Budhiman's
father died when Budhiman was an infant only some two months old.

His mother afterwards married his father's brother, by whom she had
three children, the three girls just spoken of. She died in 1876, and tlie

three girls lived with their father near Darjeeling till his death, which
occurred in July 1878. The girls were then left orphans of the age
respectively of 11, 8, and 4 years. As there was no other near relative

living, and as Budhiman was their half-brother by the mother's side,

and their first cousin by the father's side, he was the natural guardian
and protector of these girls, and his right to be so would never have
been called in question had he not become a Christian. The Limbus
of the neighbourhood, however, declared that, Budhiman having be-

come a Christian, he was, according to their customs, to be regarded as

dead, and that the three girls were to be disposed of as if he were
verily and truly dead. They farther declared that, as these three girls

had no near relative living who could become their guardian, they
became, according to their customs, the property of their iSubhd, or

chief, who could dispose of them as he pleased. The Limbus accord-

ingly sent word to Nepaul to their ,Subhd, and he came all the way to

Darjeeling to claim these three girls, and to take them away with him
to Nepaul, where he would either keep them as his own slaves, or sell

them as slaves into the hands of others. Budhiman, and Sukhman,
the catechist at Kalimpoong, who is himself by race a Limbu, did their

utmost to save the girls from the hands of the Suhhd, but all in vain.

He stoutly maintained that they were his property, and that he could
do with his own as he pleased. As we learned that the Suhhd was
making arrangements for having the girls secretly removed to Nepaul,
I advised Budhiman, about the middle of September, to apply to

the Deputy Commissioner of the district for the protection of his

rights, and for saving the girls from being carried away into slavery.

The Deputy Commissioner had the case immediately investigated, and
finding that the facts were as I have stated them, he ordered that the
girls should be made over to Budhiman. For some time after tliey

came to live with Budhiman they kept their caste, but afterwards they
broke it. Budhiman then applied to have them baptised. At first I
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did not at all feel that I should be justified in baptising these girls in

such circumstances, but as Budhiman continued to urge his request,

I had the Limbus who had interested themselves in the matter from

the first communicated with, and they were asked whether they had

any objections to ofi"er against the girls being baptised. They one and

all replied that the moment the girls broke their caste, they were, as

regards them, dead and gone, and that it was now a matter of perfect

indifference to them what was done with them. As there was thus no

hindrance to the step on the part of the Limbus, and as Budhiman
wished it, I baptised the girls on the 2d of February.

This narrative will enable those who read this report to realise what

a formidable obstacle caste is in the way of the progress of the Gospel.

Amongst the Nepaulese in this district it is the greatest difficulty with

which we have to contend. Caste is the backbone of Hinduism, and

until its power is broken I do not see much prospect of the Christian

missionary's work amongst the Nepaulese becoming much easier.

On the same day on which Budhiman's sisters were baptised, a

young brother of Ganga Parshad, the Nepaulese translator, of the

name of Bhagwan Das, was also baptised. Ganga's father and eldest

brother live a few miles from Darjeeling, and for several years this

boy has been going backwards and forwards between the different

families, sometimes living in Ganga's house, and sometimes living at

bis father's. He was careful, however, to keep his caste untouched.

Latterly he has been living for the most part with Ganga, and towards

the end of 1878 he broke his caste. Ganga then applied to have him
baptised. Their father and eldest brother were duly informed of the

application, and as they had no objections to urge, Bhagwan Djis was

received into the Church.

Our next baptism for the year took place on the Gth of July, when
two lads from the Normal School, of the name of Kaman and Jasbir,

and a whole Lepcha family, numbering five persons, were baptised.

Kamiin is a Lepcha. About three years ago he came to attend the

Darjeeling school, and since then he has continued with us. He is a

very intelligent lad—in fact, the most intelligent Lepcha we have ever

had. It is the instruction given to him in the Scriptures which has

been blessed to his conversion. Ever since he came he has been reg-

ularly attending the morning and evening daily Bible-class, and the

Sunday public services. These, with the instruction given in school,

made him well acquainted with the contents of the Bible, and the

result was that he resolved to forsake the heathen customs of the

Lepchas, and to become one of Christ's disciples. Kamjln's father is

dead, and his father's sister is his guardian. She is married to a

Nepaulese, and both herself and her husband did all they could to

keep him from becoming a Christian ; but I am thankful to say that

their efforts were of no avail. When they heard that he had been

baptised they threatened to do away with him by violent means, and

through fear of them Kamtin for some months was afraid to go near

them. Latterly, however, their resentment has abated, and Kaman
has been several times to see them.

Jasbir, who was baptised along with Kaman, was first taught as a

little boy in the Mission Plantation school at Tukvar. He afterwards

became a servant to Lachman, the second school sub-inspector, who
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is a Christian. Wliile serving in this capacity he learned about the
Christian religion, to which his attention was frecpently directed. As
far as I can make out, it was the influence of the sub-inspector which
led him to seek for baptism. He also applied to be permitted to enter

the Normal School as a student. As he is an intelligent lad his appli-

cation was granted, and the instruction which he received in the

Normal School completed what Lachman's influence had begun. His
parents are dead, and he had no near relatives who interest themselves
in him living ; consequently, no opposition of any sort was made when
he gave up his caste and was baptised.

On the same day on which Kamtin and Jasbir were baptised, a whole
Lepcha family, numbering five persons, was received into the Church.
The head of this family is a man of the name of Lapjang. He came
here, along with his wife and three children, to work as a coolie. He is

a brother of Bicharsingh, a Christian working as a pressman in the

printing-press. Bicharsingh was in the habit of constantly speaking
with Lapjang and his wife about the Christian religion. Namthak,
the Lepcha catechist, and Dyongshi, also spoke to them, pointing out
the falseness and vanity of the Lepcha worship, and showing them that
the Christian's Saviour was the only sure refuge of sinners. The result

was that both himself and his wife resolved to become Christians, and
they applied to the Fanchayat to be received into the Church. As
neither of them could read, they had, as is the custom in the case of

all who come to us in such circumstances, for several months to go
through a regular course of oral instruction. After passing satisfac-

torily through their course of instruction and probation, they were
both, along with their three children, received into the Church. Since
they were baptised this family has left Darjeeling and gone over to

Kalimpoong, where Lapjang intends settling as a cultivator beside his

wife's relatives.

All the remaining baptisms for the year took place in the month of

December. On the 7th of December, five persons, including two chil-

dren, were baptised in Darjeeling. One of these was Gumansingh, a

Nepaulese student in the Normal School. This young man is a brother
of Surjman, the teacher of the Kurseong school, who has been a Chris-
tian for the past four years. Gumansingh came to attend the Normal
School some two years ago, but he left, after staying for a short time,
and went to Independent Sikhim, where his mother and other relatives,

who are all heathens, are living. About the middle of last year he
returned from Sikhim and came to live with Surjman in Kurseong.
Through Surjman's instruction and influence Gumansingh was led to
give up his caste and to resolve to become a Christian. By his
brother's advice he resolved to return to the Normal School, which he
has attended ever since, and where he has been an exemplary student.
As he was acquainted with the Scriptures, there was no difficulty with
regard to his instruction in the fundamental truths of our faith ; and as
the Fanchayat felt satisfied of his sincerity, he was received and
baptised.

Along with Gumansingh, a Lepcha family, numbering four persons,
was received into the Church. These were Agat, my own bearer, his
wife, and their two children. Agat has been in my service since the
beginning of 1878. From so many Christians living in the compound.
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and from so many Lepchas every now and again forsaking their

heathenism and becoming Christians, the claims of the Christian

religion were being constantly presented to himself and to his wife,

but he seemed perfectly indifit'erent to all religion. On account of the

nature of his work he was brought very much into contact with Miss
Macfarlane, and she repeatedly spoke to him about Christ ; but the

impression he left upon her was that he was a thorough heathen whom
nothing seemed to impress. She took a deep interest in him, however,

as, notwithstanding some faults, he is a very good servant. Before her

departure to Scotland last April she spoke to him earnestly ; and she

asked Sukhman, the catechist in Kalimpoong, to join with her in pray-

ing regularly for him. Well, certain it is that after she left a change
came over him. He told Namthak and Dyongshi that he was per-

suaded of the truth of the Christian religion, and that himself and his

wife were resolved to become Christians. They both began to attend

the Christian meetings for worship, and applied to the Fanrhai/at to be
received into the Church. After passing through the usual course

of instruction they were both, along with their two little children,

baptised.

On the 14th of December, three Lepcha women were baptised at

Sidyang, where one of our schools is situated. These were Abak, and
her mother and her mother's sister. The two latter are of a very great

age, Abak's mother being said to be 86 years old. This Abak is the

mother of Kolpot, a Lepcha who was baptised in 1877. A younger
brother of Kolpot had been baptised before he became a Christian

;

another brother was baptised with him ; and since then two of liis

sisters have been received into the Church. While Abak's children

were thus year by year one after another becoming disciples of Christ,

she herself and her mother and her mother's sister remained wedded to

the old Lepcha heathen customs. They kept aloof from all the meet-
ings of the Christians, and seemed resolved to live and die heathens.

Abak's own children, Namthak the catechist, and Phursaring the
Christian teacher at Sidyang and his relatives, were, however, constantly

speaking to them. The result was that their hearts changed, and that

they too resolved to cast in their lot with Christ's people. Every
member of Abak's family has now been baptised, with the exception of

one son, who has hitherto turned a deaf ear to all addresses made to

him ; but Namthak, the catechist, is not without hope that he too will

follow the rest of his family.

The last baptism for the year took place in Kalimpoong on the 28th
of December. Two of those baptised were a Nepaulese old man of the
name of Eansore, and his wife. Ransore came either from Sikhim or

from Nepaul to settle in Kalimpoong. He is a relative of Jangabir,

our teacher in Kalimpoong, who has been a Christian since 1875, and
whose elder brother, Mahabir, is settled as a cultivator near the Mission
compound. From being their relative, Ransore came a great deal into

contact with these two brothers, by whom he was instructed regarding
the truths of the Christian religion, and through whose influence he
was induced to give up his caste, and to seek for admission into the

Church. Both himself and his wife were duly instructed by Sukhman,
the catechist of Kalimpoong, and they were both baptised.

On the same day on which Ransore and his wife were baptised, a
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young Lepcha woman of the name of Songmit was also baptised in

Kalimpoong. This young woman is a sister of the wife of Lapjang,

the Lepcha coolie, the baptism of the whole of whose family I have

already described. It was through her connection with Lapjang and
his wife that Songmit first became acquainted with the Christians and
heard of our religion. As her knowledge of it increased she resolved

to embrace it. She has shown from the first exemplary diligence in

seeking to prepare herself for baptism and in attendance on the means
of grace ; and I had much pleasure in baptising her.

These are all the baptisms we have had during the past year of per-

sons who have joined us from amongst the heathen. They were 22 in

all. This is but a small number in comparison with the hundreds or

the thousands who have been gathered into the fold of Christ in con-

nection with the Missions planted among the pure aboriginal tribes of

India. But when we consider the difficulties with which we have to

contend in this district, we have reason to thank God for what has

been done, and to take courage. Of these 22 persons gathered from
amongst the heathen into the Church during the past year, 14 were

Lepchas, and 8 were Nepaulese, who all gave up their caste when they

joined us. In addition to these, 4 infant children of Christian parents

were baptised during the year. Thus the total number of baptisms for

the past year was 26.

II.—LOSSES OF THE CHURCH DURING THE YEAR.

Five deaths occurred in connection with the church during the year.

Tliree of these were those of infants, one of whom died in Kalimpoong,
and the remaining two in Darjeeling ; the fourth was that of George
Nash's wife, a Lepcha woman, who was in very bad health for about a

year before she died ; the fifth was that of Pantso, a Lepcha, who, along

with his wife, was murdered in Nepaul. Pantso and his wife, who was
not a Christian, went into Nepaul last year for trading. They were
accompanied by some Bhutias. According to the report which reached
Darjeeling, and of the accuracy of which there seems to be no doubt,
as they were returning home they were one night set upon by their

Bhutia companions and murdered. The Bhutias then decamped with
all their property, and have never since been heard of. In all proba-

bility no earnest efforts to discover the murderers were made by the

Nepaulese authorities, in whose territory the murders took place. Even
in the best of the wild semi-barbarous states by which the British ter-

ritory is here surrounded, there is little security for either life or pro-

perty. They are full of robbers and murderers, and every unprotected
traveller who enters them does so taking his life in his hand. The
Bhutias are pre-eminently a cruel, treacherous race. In Bhutan every
man goes about armed, and thefts, robberies, murders, and assassina-

tions are said to be matters of constant occurrence. The Bhutias with
whom Pantso and his wife travelled had lived for some time in Dar-
jeeling, and on that account they had been led to trust them. I have
nothing striking to report regarding those two adult persons who died
in connection with us. Neither of them was remarkable for peculiar

faithfulness or steadfastness.
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Two families, numbering eight persons in all, left the district for the
plains during the year, and, in consequence, their names were removed
from our church list. One family was that of Anta, our late catechist,

and his wife. In my report for last year, I related how I had to dis-

miss Anta from his situation as a catechist, and how he entered on
various secular employments. As I anticipated, he was not able to

continue in these for long, and he soon left the district deeply in debt
to those whom he had induced to lend him money to start his various
undertakings. He then went to Calcutta, where he still is.

The other family which left the district was that of Mark, who had
been employed as a cook with various parties in the district. The
family consisted of himself, his wife, and their four children. Mark
and his family had not been baptised in connection with us. They be-
longed to some Mission in the plains ; but as they were in Darjeeling
when our church was organised, they were asked to join us, and they
did so. Mark's conduct, I am sorry to say, was never very satisfactory.

On account of his being a Christian some of the Europeans in the dis-

trict interested themselves in his family. The result was not very
encouraging ; and at last—chiefly, I believe, through his own miscon-
duct—he had to leave the district and to go to the plains.

I am sorry to have to report that three persons were expelled from
the church during the year by order of the Panchai/at. Two of these
were a teacher of the name of Ingah, and the wife of a Chaprassee, who
were guilty of adultery. This woman had previously misconducted
herself in the same way while both herself and her husband were
heathens, and she had then been expelled from the compound. When
her husband formed the purpose of becoming a Christian she returned,
and on professing penitence, was received. When she again fell into
sin, the case was most carefully considered by the Panchaijai., and the
members were unanimously of opinion that the sin was of so heinous
a nature that nothing but the expulsion of both parties from the
church would suffice. Tsuktring, the Chaprassee referred to, has not
put away his wife notwithstanding her repeated offences. She still

lives with him, and she comes regularly to public worship with the
Christians every Lord's Day. I dismissed the guilty teacher, and he
went away across the Teesta to live there. I have not heard anything
about him for some time.

The third person expelled from the church was a young man of the
name of Joseph who was baptised in 1877. He had not long been
baptised when he began to cause us anxiety. He was for ever leaving
his work. He would stay for a fortnight or a month at one employ-
ment and then take up something else, at which he would continue for
an equally brief period. He also began to be rather irregular in attend-
ing church on Sundays. We bore with him patiently for a long time,
but at last he absented himself altogether from public worship, and
then the Panchai/at took the matter in hand. He was repeatedly
spoken to, but to no avail ; and at length, his case seeming a hopeless
one, the Panchai/at resolved to expel him from the church.

The following table will show the number attached to the church at

the beginning and the end of last year, and the additions and losses

during the year :

—
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Number of baptised persons connected with the church

on 31st December 1878, 120

Additions in 1879.

Converts from heathenism, including children,

baptised, 22

Children of Christian parents baptised, . . 4

Total additions in 1879, — 26

Total, . 146

Losses in 1879.

Persons who died, 5

Persons who left the district, .... 8

Persons who were expelled from the church, . 3

Total losses in 1879, — 16

Number of baptised persons connected with the church

on 31st December 1879, 130

HI._AERANGEMENTS FOR THE OVERSIGHT OF THE CHURCH, AND THE

EXTENSION OF CHRIST's KINGDOM AMONGST THE HEATHEN.

These arrangements continue much as they were last year. Our

work is carried on chiefly in the four following places : (l) Darjeeling

;

(2) Kurseong
; (3) Kalimpoong ; and (4) Sidyang and Sitong.

In Darjeeling we have no catechist specially set apart, whose whole

time is occupied in the oversight of the Christians and in aggressive

work amongst the heathen. When I am in Darjeeling I conduct the

public services on Sunday, along with our senior catechist, Nund Lall

Roy, who has now charge of the printing-press ; and in my absence he

conducts the services wholly. I also conduct a Bible-class every

morning and evening for the instruction of the Christians, Normal

School students, and others who wish to acquaint themselves with the

Bible. In my absence, Ganga Parshad, the Nepaulese translator, has

charge of this class. Ganga also preaches in the bazaar on Sundays,

and in the mornings before his own work begins he goes round to see

any families which have to be visited. Although sixteen out of the

twenty-two baptisms which we had last year took place in Darjeeling,

yet the town of Darjeeling itself is very unfavourable for mission-work.

The native population consists chiefly of two classes : first, plains

people, who form a very difficult and hopeless class to work amongst

;

and secondly, hill people, who are mostly employed as servants.

These latter are diflicult to get at. The most of them came to Dar-

jeeling to make money. They are away from their fafiiilies. They

are therefore in very unfavourable circumstances for .getting impressed

with religious feelings and convictions ; and when any of them do get

so impressed, it is often extremely diflicult for them to obtain leave to

attend public worship on Sundays. All those whom we baptised in

Darjeeling last year either came from the Normal School or were con-

nected with the ]\Iission in some capacity.

Kurseong, as regards mission-work, is just Darjeeling over again on
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a smaller scale. We had no baptisms there during the past year. I

am sorry to have to report that Srilall, the catechist in Kurseong, left

the mission-work during the year to take up work as a Mutuki in the
Terai, where he had the prospect of getting more pay than he had as a
catechist. This had a very prejudicial effect upon the work in Kur-
seong. Since the catechist left, Surjman, the teacher in Kurseong,
has been conducting worship on Sundays for the Christians there.

This is not a very satisfactory arrangement ; but there is no fit man at

present available who can be sent there. And I believe that it is far

better to leave a place unoccupied for a season than to send to occupy
it a worldly-minded man whose heart is not in his work.
Sukhman has had charge of the work in Kalimpoong during the year.

Only three persons were baptised there. The caste of the Nepaulese
forms a most formidable obstacle to their being brought into the Church.
Many amongst them, who seemed to be impressed with the truth, and
of whom we entertained hopes that they would follow Christ, have
drawn back and altogether left us, when it came to the last and crucial

test of giving up their caste for Christ's sake. There are a good num-
ber of Lepchas about Kalimpoong, but the difference in race between
the Lepchas and Nepaulese is so strongly marked, that we find that a
Nepaulese catechist can do little amongst the Lepchas, while a Le^jcha

catechist can do nothing amongst the Nepaulese. Sukhman, who is a
Nepaulese, feels this very much in his endeavours to inffuence the
Lepchas in Kalimpoong. There seems to be a general inclination

amongst those connected with the Church in other parts of the dis-

trict to acquire land, and to settle, if possible, in Kalimpoong. The
soil there is good, and, on account of the Kalimpoong subdivision

of the district having been occupied only recently, land is there com-
paratively easy of acquisition. The Government allows no tea-planters

to settle there, so that the tenure by which the cultivators hold their

lands is very secure. These advantages are attracting settlers from all

parts to Kalimpoong.
Namthak, the Lepcha catechist, has had charge of the Lepcha Chris-

tians settled in Mangwa or Sidyang, and Mongpoo, and Sitong. He
conducts worship one Sunday in Mangwa. The following Sunday he
conducts worship in Sitong. Three Lepcha women were baptised in
Mangwa, but no "door^' of entrance has been opened for us in Sid-

yang during the year. One family seemed to be on the point of com-
ing out and joining the Christians. Just then the head of the family
fell ill, and the whole went back to the worship of the Lepcha demons.
Recently two or three Lepcha families living at Sitong have mani-
fested an inclination to receive Christian instruction, and have ex-

pressed a desire to have a catechist located amongst them. I am at

present thinking of settling Dyongshi, who is related to some of them,
as a catechist amongst them. Namthak's relatives have also given las

some ground of hope that they also may ultimately enter the Church.
They used to live about a day's journey from Kalimpoong, but this

year they have migrated away to the east too near the Bhutan frontier,

so that they are now two days' journey from our out-station. They
are now in a wild, jungly tract of country which is most difficult of

access, so that I am rather perplexed with regard to making arrange-

ments for working among them.
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On the whole, the Lepchas seem to be the must hopeful people for

us in the hills ; and Kalimpoong seems to be the best centre from
which to operate upon them in the scattered localities in which they

are settled on both sides of the river Teesta. The Mission has obtained

from Government for mission purposes the lease of a piece of land at

Kalimpoong, and I am anxious now to see suitable premises erected

there, and a missionary permanently settled in them for pushing on
the work amongst the Lepchas.

The Fanchayat meets regularly every month in Darjeeling to con-

sider everything relating to the wellbeing of the Church. It is attend-

ed by all the catechists, and to them and to myself is left the work of

arranging everything pertaining to the Church. A number of others

attended the meetings at first, but they gradually ceased giving attend-

ance, and now none but the catechists come to the meetings. Those
connected with the Church do not, as a rule, show much spontaneous,

independent, vigorous, spiritual life. As a rule, after they are baptised

they settle down and seem almost wholly occupied with their own
worldly atfairs, showing little anxiety for enlarged Scriptural know-
ledge, and little zeal for advancing Christ's kingdom. A considerable

number of whom I hoped much better things at first have, after a time,

become very much like the majority of their brethren. In many
things, however, the most of them are very steadfast.

As regards their Church standing, those connected with the Church
on the 31st December were divided as follows :

—

Male communicants, .
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by their parents from school and sent to work. As far as they go,

however, the schools do good work and are worthy of support. It may
be that the seed of the knowledge of God's Word sown in many young
hearts will bear fruit after many days.

On account of Miss Macfarlane having to leave Darjeeling for Scot-

land through ill health, in tlie beginning of April last year, the Normal
School and the Darjeeling school suffered a good deal in regard to

efficiency. I therefore got Lachman, the second sub-inspector, to come
to take charge of the Darjeeling school. At the same time I got Nam-
tliak, the catechist, to look after the schools in Sidyang, Poomong, and
Mongpoo. Sukhman looks after the schools in Kalimpoong ; and
Dulclhoz, now the only sub-inspector we have, looks after the schools

in the Kainjilia and Kurseong subdivisions. In this country it is no

use setting any one to do anything, unless some one else is appointed

to look after him ; and then the inspectors have to be looked after

themselves, or else, along with their charge, they will all fall asleep.

V.—THE PRINTING-PRESS.

This department caused me a good deal of anxiety during the past

year, owing to the unsteadiness of Mr Armstead, the printer. He was
found to be leading such a life that, in July, I had to dispense with his

services. I then made over the charge of the printing-press to Nund
Lall Roy, our senior catechist, though with some misgivings on account

of his not having had any previous experience in connection with print-

ing. I am very thankful to be able to report that since his appointment
he has conducted the press most efficiently. Since his appointment this

department has caused me less trouble and anxiety than I ever had in

connection with it since it was first established. And here I wish to

bear testimony to the faithful and valuable services rendered to the

Mission during the last year by Nund Lall Roy, both as printer, book-
keeper, and preacher. Since Miss Macfarlane left for Scotland, in

April, whenever I have had to be away from Darjeeling he has had to

look after everything, and I have always found him faithful to the

trust committed to him. He has been situated somewhat like myself,

for shortly after I had to take Miss Macfarlane to Calcutta to send her
away to Scotland, he had to take his wife (owing to her health failing

in Darjeeling) and children to Calcutta, and leave them there, where
they have been ever since, to return to his work in Darjeeling.

Orders for outside job-work have been executed by the press regu-

larly throughout the year, though these have been fewer and for a much
less amount since the Government resolved to have all its own work
done at its own presses.

School-books and tracts have been issuing from the press throughout
the year. An edition of 1000 copies of a revised translation of the
Gospel of St Luke, in Nepaulese, was printed during the year. An
edition of 1000 copies of the Gospel of St John, in Nepaulese, is now
being printed, and Acts is to follow. For printing these portions of
Scripture we received a grant of sufficient quantity of paper from the
Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society. The Monthly 'Masik Patrika,' or
' Mission News,' has been published regularly, and has been of some
service to the Mission.
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VI.—CONCLUSION.

As will have been noticed from the preceding Report, the ^Mission

lost one of its labourers during the year through Miss Macfarlane hav-

ing (in the beginning of April, from sickness) to leave for Scotland,

where she still is in indifferent health. After her departure I was here

alone, till I was joined by Mr Turnbull on tlie 22d of January. We
expect daily to hear of Mr Sutherland's arrival in Calcutta, and to have

him with us here about the end of the first week of March. Wlien he

arrives, the Mission wdll have a stronger force of European missionaries

in it than it has ever liad since it was established.

In conclusion, I have to ask all who are interested in this Mission

to join with us in thanking God for all His goodness to us during

the past year. I have also to ask them to continue to commend us to

the grace of God, and to pray for myself and all my fellow-labourers,

that grace may be given us to be faithful in all things, that wisdom
may be given us from above to direct us, and that our labours may be
owned of God for the fulfilment of the great purpose for which we
have been sent—even the establishment of the kingdom of His Son
amongst the various races inhabiting this district.

W. Macfarlane,
Senior Missionary.

F.—A Fine A.

Letter from the Committee to Rev. Duff M'Donald.
[Sec 2Mgc 145.)

G.—SOUTH INDIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE.
BASIS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FOREIGN MISSION COIMMITTEES OF

THE FREE CHURCH AND OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

The various missionary bodies have long felt the exceeding desir-

ableness of some combined action for the support of a United Christian

College at each of the Presidency seats in India, instead of the present

system of denominational colleges or college departments in the Mis-

sion Institutions. It appears that about six years ago the subject was
fully discussed at Calcutta by the representatives of the (Uiurch Mis-

sionary Society, the London Missionary Society, and the Established

and Free Churches of Scotland. The scheme being considered at once
desirable and practicable, a draft constitution for a united college was
prepared, of which all the missionaries in Calcutta, labouring in the

colleges of these several Churches or Societies, approved. Said draft

was sent to the home Committees ; but for some reason or other the

scheme was not carried out.

It has been otherwise at Madras. The movement there originated

with, and has been ably advocated and vigorously prosecuted by, the

Rev. William Miller. In April 1874, Mr Miller addressed a letter to

tlie Foreign Missions Committee of the Free Church (which was printed

and circulated at the time) on " The Need of a Christian College for
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Southern India." In that letter he urged the necessity for maintain-

ing in thorough efficiency a high-class Christian college, alike in the

interests of the Native Church, and in view of the influence of the

Government secular colleges, as regards the Christianisation of the

natives. The views therein advocated were endorsed in a postscript

(also printed), signed by the representatives in Madras of the Estab-

lished Church of Scotland, the Church Missionary Society, the Society

for the Propagation of the Gospel, the London Missionary Society, the

Wesleyan Missionary Society, the Christian Vernacular Education

Society, and the Doveton Protestant College. In the closing para-

graph of their statement, they say :
" On every ground we deem it

most desirable that the course suggested by Mr Miller should be fol-

lowed out ;" and, a little further on, that "the' Free Church could not

confer a greater boon on the cause of Christian missions in Southern

India than by maintaining its present college on a thoroughly efficient

footing in some such way as that indicated." What was sought was
not change, but consolidation and efficiency.

Circumstances, happily, were favourable in Madras, inasmuch as,

while in Calcutta there were several missionary colleges, at the Southern

Presidency seat, no Church, except the Free Church, had a college affili-

ated to the University. The higher English education there was thus

supplied almost entirely by the Government college and that of the

Free Church.
Communication was opened by the Free Church Foreign Missions

Committee with the Committees of almost all the bodies above men-
tioned, with the view of ascertaining their willingness to aid in the

maintenance of such a college by giving it their moral and material

support. The result was, that the Church and Wesleyan Missionary

Societies not only expressed their hearty sympathy, but agreed to con-

tribute each £300 annually for a period of four years. The other

bodies sent friendly communications, expressing themselves favourable

to a more catholic than the then existing basis.

The Free Church General Assembly of 1875, accordingly, welcomed
the proposal with much satisfaction, and empowered the Foreign Mis-

sions Committee of that Church to carry it into execution as soon as it

might be found practicable.

By the beginning of 1876 the college had been duly constituted, and
was then in full operation.

Early in 1878 proposals were submitted by the Free Church Foreign

Missions Committee to the Secretaries of the London Societies and t()

the Committee of the Established Church of Scotland in favour of a

plan by which the Christian college at Madras might be further devel-

oped, so as to be under joint support and joint management. These
were most favourably entertained ; siwne difficulty, however, being ex-

pressed as to the most expedient mode of carrying them out.

This new scheme having been submitted to the Free Church General

Assembly of 1878, the supreme court of that Church, in its deliverance,

expressed the hope that the co-operation that existed in the support of

the Madras college might be still further developed and matured.

On 4th July of the same year, a letter, in explanation of the pro-

posed scheme of a united college, was addressed by the Free Church
Foreign Missions Committee to each of the missionary bodies whose
co-operation it desired.
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!^[ore recently, on the receipt of a letter from Dr Cook of Borgne,
as representing the Foreign Missions Committee of the Established

Church, relative to the Madras college and to certain proposals for a

united college at Bombay, embodied in a printed statement received

from that Presidency seat in 1877, the Free Church Special Committee,
which had hitherto been limited to Madras, were requested to confer or

communicate with the several bodies interested in both colleges. This
having been dune, a joint meeting of the representatives of the Estab-

lished and Free Churches was held on 10th December last.

The Joint-Committee were of opinion that the letter of 4th July last

relating to the Madras college forms a suitable basis for united action.

The recommendations adopted at that meeting having been generally

approved by the Foreign Missions Committees of both Churches, were
afterwards sent to the Committees of the Church, London, and Wes-
leyan Missionary Societies, and also to the Committee of the Irish

Presbyterian Church.
The Committee of the Church Missionary Society, in reply, state that

while approving generally of the resolutions with reference to the con-

stitution and management of the proposed united Christian college at

INIadras, they see some difficulty in their falling in with the Home
Committee of Management, which, however, they hope may not prove
insuperable ; but that they are prepared to continue at least the pres-

ent grant beyond the period for which, under the existing arrangement,
they are responsible, so long as they are satisfied with the conduct uf

the college.

It is understood that the representatives of the London and Wes-
leyan Missionary Societies in Southern India are strongly in favour

of a united Christian college. The directors of the London Society

have intimated that they are precluded by financial considerations

from taking part at present in its support and management. The
Wesleyan Society has the subject under consideration, and hopes to

send a definite reply shortly.

The Mission Boards of the United Presbyterian and Irish Presby-

terian Churches are unable, owing to pecuniary considerations, to take

])art in the proposed united college in Bombay. In tlie case of the

former, there is the further difficulty arising from the great distance of

their mission stations in Rajpootana from that Presidency seat. In

consequence, the arrangement referred to in the following resolutions

is for the present limited to Madras.

At a joint meeting of the Foreign Mission Sub-Committees of the

Established and Free Churches, held on 16th April, the recommenda-
tions already referred to having been carefully revised, and various

additional suggestions having been approved, were adopted as fol-

lows :

—

I. That there shall be a Home Committee of Management ; and that

whilst it is desirable that all the parties uniting should share equally in

the maintenance of the college, the interest of the several parties in its

management shall be proportionate to the measure of support actually

undertaken by each—it being understood that if the present buildings

of any of the parties be used for the united college, reasonable rent

shall be allowed.

II. That the members of the Home Committee of Management shall
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not exceed twelve in number, which, on the understanding that the

sum to be contributed by the Churches and Societies at home does not

exceed J 1800 per annum, provides that one representative shall be

appointed for each contribution of £150 per annum.

III. That all the Professors shall be appointed by the Home Com-

mittee of Management, and shall be under the discipline of the several

Churches of vphich they are members ; and that in making appoint-

ments, supreme regard shall be had to the qualifications of applicants

for the particular Cliair.

IV. That the local management of the college shall be in the hands

of a College Council, consisting of the Principal and Missionary

Professors, ex officio, and of representatives, clerical and lay, to be

chosen according to rules to be agreed upon by the Home Committee

of Management.
V. That in addition to the Council, there shall be a Senatus, com-

posed of the Principal and Professors of the college, which shall regu-

late the work of the college, subject to the decisions of the College

Council, and ultimately of the Home Committee of Management.

VI. That the college shall be conducted on the same Christian_ basis

as that on which the missionary institutions in India were originally

established, with the earnest hope that by the Divine blessing the

minds of many of the students may be opened to the reception of

Christian truth, some of whom may reasonably be expected to devote

themselves to the work of the ministry among their countrymen ;_and

that it be left to the parties uniting severally to make such provision

for carrying forward the theological training of aspirants to the

ministry as circumstance might require.

VII. That Reports concerning the work done by the college shall be

regularly presented to the several Churches and Societies.

It was further agreed to recommend that the respective Committees,

in submitting their Report to the General Assemblies, should request

powers to carry out, as speedily as possible, the scheme of a united

college at Madras, as sketched in the foregoing resolutions, and at the

same time to express the hope that a similar arrangement may ere long

be effected in other parts of India.

In name and hij autliority of the Joint Suh-Commiitees,

George Cook, D.D., Convener.

Thomas Main, Go7ivener.

Edinburgh, Ajrril 1879.

Extract Deliverance of General Assevihly, 29th May 1879.

The General Assembly rejoice to hear of the friendly and promising

negotiation with the Foreign Mission Committee of the Free Church

towards the support of a united Christian college in South India ;

and they accord their sanction to the scheme on the basis sketched

in the Report.

Extract Minutes of the Acting Committee.

I5th July 1879.—Read letters of dates 11th June and 4th July from

Rev. Thomas Main to Dr Cook regarding the proposed united Chris-
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tian college at Madras, with reference to Avbicli Dr Cook requested

instructions for the guidance of the Sub-Committee.
The Committee consider it essential to the success of the proposed

College that the Church Missionary Society and Wesleyan Missionary

Society should agree to co-operate with the Free Church and Church
of Scotland Committees, on such terms as to insure that there will be

no abrupt termination of a united action, for which purpose it is con-

sidered advisable that there should be a mutual agreement to continue

combined action for a term of years (say from seven to ten), the whole
arrangements to be revised at least two years before the termination of

the period agreed on. Assuming the sum to be contributed from this

country to be .£1800 per annum, this Committee will be prepared to

contribute an amount not exceeding .£600 per annum.
The Sub-Committee are instructed to report to a future meeting the

progress of negotiations, and not to bind this Committee to specific

action until it is known how far the two English Societies are prepared

to co-operate.

2lst October 1879.—A conversation took place with regard to the

proposed united Christian college for South India, and it was re-

mitted to the Sub-Committee to continue their negotiations with the

Sub-Committee of the Free Church, and to report to a future meeting.

ISfh Novemher 1879.—Dr Cook submitted minute of the Joint-Com-
mittee on united Christian college at Madras, and read the recom-
mendations contained in it. The following are the recommendations
agreed to be made to the respective Foreign Missions Committees :

—

" 1. That they go into the scheme of Union on the datum of the

present salaries, making, with the rent of the College building, to be
paid by the United College, £2400, but that the share of this £2400 be
the maximum of the financial responsibility of each of the contracting

parties. Deducting the £600 contributed by the Church and Wesleyan
Societies, £1800 thus fall to be met in equal proportions by the Church
of Scotland and the Free Church.

" 2. That such portion of the invested capital and property of the

Free Church Institution at Madras as shall not be reserved for the

school be still held by the Free Church, the use of it to be paid for by
the United College on the principle of rent for a furnished house, thus
raising the rental from £150 to such sum as may be agreed on as

equitable.
" 3. That each Professor look to his own Church or Society for the

preservation of such rights as he may have under a Widows' or Pension
Fund.

" 4. That on the consummation of the Union, Mr Miller's services as

Principal be limited to the College.
" 5. That the contract be for a term of seven years, but to come

under revision at the end of the fifth year.
" 6. That in the event of any of the contracting parties withdrawing

from the united support of the College, it will be for the consideration

of the others whether or how far they will continue to be responsible

for its maintenance.
" 7. That in corresponding with the Church and Wesleyan Societies,
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tlie hope be expressed that they may see their way to increase their

jiroportion of support to the college ; and that tbe London Missionary

Society be invited to reconsider their former decision."

On the first recommendation, it was moved and seconded,—"That
the Committee are not prepared to guarantee, on the basis of the

arrangements as at present proposed, an annual grant of £900 as this

Committee's share of the estimated expense of the college." It was
moved and seconded that this amount be guaranteed. On a division,

it was found that 14 voted for the first and 4 for the second motion,

when the first motion became the resolution of the Committee. It was
further moved and agreed to,

—
" That, inasmuch as the present basis of

arrangements in regard to the salaries proposed for the Professors of the

united college practically excludes the appointment of missionaries of

the Church of Scotland, it be remitted to the Sub-Committee to confer

with the Joint-Committee in respect to this matter ; and that, until

their report is received, any decision as to the amount of guarantee on
the part of this Church be reserved for future consideration." From
this resolution Dr Gumming and Mr Pagan dissented.

16th December 1879.—Read Minute of Joint-Committee on South
India Christian College, of date 20th November.

Free Church Offices, 20ih Nov. 1879.

Present—Mr Main (who presided), Dr Cook, Mr "Wright (Blantyre),

Mr James Wilson (Calcutta), Mr Laing (Stirling), Mr C. M. Grant
(Dundee), Mr Macphail, Mr Macpherson, Mr J. H. Wilson, Dr M.
Mitchell, Mr Drybrough, and Dr G. Smith.
The Chairman constituted the meeting.

Dr Cook read Minute of the Foreign Mission Committee of the

Established Church of Scotland, containing these resolutions : (1)
" That the Committee are not prepared to guarantee, on the basis of

the arrangements as at present proposed, an annual grant of ,£900 as

this Committee's share of the estimated expense of the college. (2)

That, inasmuch as the present basis of arrangements in regard to the

salaries proposed for the Professors of the united college practically

excludes the appointment of missionaries of the Church of Scotland,

it be remitted to the Sub-Committee to confer with the Joint-Committee
in respect to this matter ; and that, until their report is received, any
decision as to the amount of guarantee on the part of this Church be

reserved for future consideration."

In the course of a long discussion, Mr Grant and Mr Wilson ex-

pressed views as to the cost of the Madras Christian College, compared
with that of the Calcutta Missionary Colleges. These views they were
requested to put in writing, that they might be considered by the two
Committees separately. The Joint-Committee adjourned.

The Secretary was instructed, on receipt of the information to be
supplied by Messrs Grant and Wilson, to forward it to Madras for the
opinion of the missionaries and the Corresponding Board.
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Letter from Rev, C. M. Grant, St Mark's, Dundee.

To the Secretary of the Committee on Foreign
Missions of the Free Church.

November 26, 1879.

Dear Sir,—At the meeting of the Joint-Committee, in reference to

the proposed South India College, held on Thursday last, I was re-

quested to put in writing the views which I then expressed, and in

briefest form possible I now do so.

Allow me to express my regret that I was not able to be present at

the previous meeting at which Mr Miller's estimates were discussed, in

consequence of which I saw them for the first time on Thursday last.

Allow me also to say that I obtained only a hasty glance over the esti-

mates, and therefore am not in a position—even if otherwise qualified,

which I do not claim to be—to criticise in detail. One other point I

call attention to. Mr Miller estimates the Government grants and fees

at E.S. 13,600, and gives as equivalent ^1360. This would make no
difference were our disbursements to be in rupees ; but it is evident

that, if not all, very nearli/ all, of the expenditure, as per estimates, will

be in jMunds sterling. The sum of .£2400 to be raised in Britain is

thus at once raised to upwards of .£2600, or £2000 to be met by the

Scottish Churches ! I by no means admit that to be the maximum

—

it is the minimum ; for so far as my hasty glance told me, I do not

think that incidental expenses, such as that for repairs, are sufficiently

provided for.

But admitting that we would not be called on for more than £l000
each annually, the following points will indicate my attitude towards
the proposal :

—

I. Such an expenditure on one educational mission would be entirely

out of proportion to the work which we are able to attempt in other

places and in other kinds of operations. I find that our revenue from
all sources in Scotland (thus excluding contributions, fees, grants, (fee,

in India) has, for the past three years, averaged about £15,000. The
proposed college would, therefore, absorb at least one-fifteenth (I

believe a great deal more) of our income. In other words, to bear

something more than one-third the cost of educating 235 youths, or to

educate 95 young men, we would require to spend that proportion of

the total sum placed at our disposal towards the evangelisation of

India ! Is it too much to say that it is out of 2^roportion 'I

You know better than I whether the same objection would not

apply towards yourselves, what proportion of your total revenue (apart

from " balances " in Scotland, and fees and grants in India) would be

absorbed.

II. The expenditure being thus out of proportion, we could scarcely

venture to face our General Assemblies and congregations with it. In
tlie past, having been identified with the school, the cost of the college

has not been so startling ; but, thus presented, it would revive the

slumbering (but by no means dead) popular objections to educational

missions, and, I believe, it would be disastrous. The anti-educational

forces are strong within our Church. I believe they are at least equally

strong within yours. What, then % Am I opposed to a Christian col-

lege at Madras % or am I opposed to the Church of Scotland joining in

the united effort ? Very far from either. But

—
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III. I believe that the proposal is of too ambitious a nature, that

the proposed staff is much larger than is necessary, and that a thorough-

ly workable college can be carried on for something less than one-half

of the expense.

My objection is twofold : (l) Absolutely there are more professors

than are required—unless it be a part of the programme to strike the

imagination, and to throw the Government colleges into the shade,

which, however desirable in itself, is somewhat too ambitious for mis-

sionary agencies to attempt. (2) Pielatively there is too large a pro-

portion of European, and too small a proportion of native professors.

With regard to these points, I expect my friend Mr Wilson to write

to you, and no man is better qualified to give an opinion. I merely

say that in Calcutta our Institution, embracing a school of 1000 pupils

and a college of 300 students, is worked by three European professors
;

that at least one of these professors gives a part of his time to the

higher school classes ; and that, notwithstanding, by properly utilising

native labour, the work is well done. When you receive Mr Wilson's

statement you can compare it with the Madras estimate, and I will be

astonished if you will not find the teaching power of the latter to be

quite double that of the former.

IV. I believe that three European professors, supported by native

professors, either Madrassse or imported from Bengal, would be quite

suificient for 300 students. If the number grows above that, we can

expand our staff easily enough. I have no faith in big beginnings—in

full-armed Minervas stepping out of a brain. Let the armour be put

on piece by piece.

I quite recognise that local feeling is unanimous in favour of the big

college. Probably so would local feeling be in favour of big things

everywhere ! But it is for us, who know the amount of cloth we have,

to determine the size of the coat

!

I hope you will not misunderstand my position. I am in favour of

educational missions, and I am even more in favour of union ; and it

is because of this that I wish to save the first effort at union from an

over-ambitiousness which would shipwreck it, and provide a ground
from which an attack could be made upon all educational missions.

—

Believe me, yours very truly,

Charles M. Geant.

Minute by Mr James Wilson, Church of Scotland Institute, Calcutta,

regarding the projected Union Missionary College, Madras.

The accompanying statement of the receipts and disbursements for

1878, in the General Assembly's College, Calcutta, shows at how small

a cost a college can be carried on if native agency is fully employed.

The scheme of the Calcutta College cannot perhaps be copied in all its

details in Madras; but in the employment of native agency it could,

to some extent, be imitated, and a great part of the cost of the exist-

ing college might be saved.

For some subjects, native professors may be got quite as efficient as

Europeans of average ability. Oriental Languages, Inorganic Chem-
istry, Mathematics, History, and Deductive Logic, have been taught in

Calcutta by native professors with a fair measure of success. On the
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other hand, English, Metaphysics, and the Bible have always been
taught by Europeans. The merely educational efficiency of the Cal-

cutta College has not been so great as that of the Presidency College

with an all-European staff; but this is, to a great extent, accounted for

by the fact that the students in the Presidency College are of a su-

perior class, a large proportion being scholarship-holders from all the

schools in Bengal.

From a missionary point of view, a college with an all-Christian

staff may appear to possess, and may really possess, some advantage
over one in which some of the professors are not Christians. But this

is not yet an ascertained fact. It would be well to ascertain whether,

as a matter of fact, the Madras College, with its large staff of Christian

professors, has been more fruitful in converts than other colleges. But
the conversion of individuals is not the only thing to be considered.

In that respect, the success of all the colleges is so small that, if

nothing else were looked to, they might well be abandoned. Looking,
then, to the intellectual, moral, and spiritual effects to be produced
upon Hindu society at large by our missionary colleges, it does not
appear that there is much to be gained by having neutral subjects like

Mathematics taught by Christians, especially when this small advan-

tage is to be gained at a great pecuniary cost. J. W.

Sal a

Serva

The General Assembly's College, Calcutta— cost for \S1S.

y of Principal, £560 + .£100 (= house) . . £660
European Professor, £460 -f £100 ( = house) 560

„ „ 410 4- 100( = house) 510
Native Professor of Mathematics (Rs.200 a-month) 200

„ History and Logic (Rs.l20 a-month) 120

„ Physical .Science (Pts.80 a-month) . 80
Two Pundits (Pts.60 and Rs.40 a-month) . 100

its, Taxes, Contingencies, 220

Total, £2450

Deduct

—

Government Grant (Rs.4200) . £350
Fees—300 students (Rs. 15, 100) . 1258

1608

Net cost, £842

N.B.—Rupee payments are here converted into sterling at exchange.
Is. 8d. Most of these professors teach in the school also, though their

whole salary is here debited to the college. Nothing is put down for

rent of college premises, the building being our own. If, for the same
reason, the missionaries' houses be kept out, the whole cost would be
£300 less—say £542. There was no missionary on furlough. J, W.

20</(- April 1880.—Dr Cook, on the part of the Sub-Committee on
the South India Christian College, submitted the following Minute of

the Joint-Committee of the Churches on the subject, of date 14th
iust. :

—
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Minute of Joint-Meeting of the Suh-Committees of the EstaUished and
Free Church Foreirjn Mission Committees relative to the JMadras
Christian College.

Free Church Offices, \Mh April 1880.

"Present—Drs Cook (who presided), Herdman, and Candlish ; Rev.

Messrs Macpherson, Walker, Macphail, Lang, Cooper (Madras), "White,

Wright, Grant, and J. H. Wilson ; Colonel Young, Dr George Smith,

and Messrs Drybrough and Wilson (Calcutta).

''The Chairman constituted the meeting by prayer. Minutes of last

meeting read and sustained. It was intimated that the statements pre-

pared since last meeting by Mr Grant and Mr Wilson, with the view of

ascertaining whether greater economy in the management of the College

might not be secured by the employment of native professors, had been

sent by the two Committees to their respective constituencies in

Madras, and that the same have been duly considered and reported on.

"Read Minute of College Council, of date 18th December 1879, in

which a unanimous opinion unfavourable to the employment of native

professors is expressed in very decided terms, it being the belief of the

Council that qualified natives are not availalile, and that even if they

were—seeing they would not, in all probability, be Christian men

—

their employment would be destructive of the Christian character of

the College.
" It was reported on the part of the Established Church Committee

that they are committed to joint action only on the understanding that

their grant for the support of the College does not exceed £600 per

annum; and on the part of the Free Church Committee, that a maxi-

mum grant of .£900 per annum has been agreed to.

" The joint Sub-Committee agree to recommend to their respective

Committees the formation, as speedily as possible, of a Home Board of

Management for the settlement of details—it being understood that

the different Churches and Societies agree to pay such a sum annually

as each of them feels able and called upon to contribute; that said

Board should charge itself (l) with making the necessary appeals to

Government, which, there is reason to believe, would sooner or later

result in local resources being considerably increased in one way or

another ; and (2) with raising whatever funds might be required,

beyond what the contributions of the Churches and Societies might
amount to; and that the question as to the salaries to be given to the

professors in the College be left to that Board.
" A conversation having arisen on paragraph VI. of the recommenda-

tions of the joint Sub - Committees, of date 10th December 1878,

relating to the question of the theological training of students for the

ministry at Madras, it was felt that, as these recommendations in their

existing form have been accepted by both the Committees represented,

as well as by the Committees of the Church and Wesleyan Missionary

Societies, no alteration can be made upon them without the concur-

rence of the said Committees. At the same time, the meeting was
generally of opinion that, in accordance with the spirit and intention

of said recommendation, no practical difficulty will be found in arrang-

ing locally for the training of such students belonging to the two
Presbyterian Churches as aspire to the ministry, by the Professors in
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the College, either separately or jointly, as may be desired, without
detriment to the interests of all tlie uniting bodies.

" It was agreed that a renewed joint representation by the two Com-
mittees be at once made to the Londun Missionary Society, with_the

view of securing their co-operation in the support of the College."

After discussion, it was resolved to print all the ]\[inutes of this and
of the Joint-Committee during the past year, as well as the proposed
basis of agreement and extract deliverance of last General Assembly,
and without giving any decision on the present position of the scheme,
to refer the whole matter to the ensuing Assembly.
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^SUPPLEMENTARY APPENDIX.

CALCUTTA.

Report by the Rev. "W. Hastie, B.D.

" Beware of first impressions, and above all, of first judgments. In
all your homeward communications beware of inferences from partial

induction or ill-digested facts or snatches of observation. Beware,
especially, of opinions and statements that may seem to clash with
those of your predecessors. It is always better to go slow than to go
wrong."

I feel the force of this judicious caution of our great Missionary on
sitting down to write what must necessarily be a brief statement re-

garding the work of this Mission, founded upon the experience of a
single year. But as my study has been mainly confined to the Mission
itself during that time, and as I have neglected no source of informa-
tion regarding it, I shall not shrink from such a general expression of

opinion as will be expected by all who are really interested in the pro-

gress of the Mission. Avoiding altogether, in the meantime, the very
attractive subject of the phases and tendencies of Hindu life and
thought in their bearings upon our work, I shall confine myself to a

few remarks on : 1. The position of the Calcutta Mission in 1879
;

2. The value of the General Assembly's Institution as a Missionary
Agency ; 3. The principal wants of the Mission at present ; and 4.

The apparent possibilities of the Mission in the future.

I. THE POSITION OF THE MISSION IN 1879.

The careful report of Mr Wilson for 1878 gives a clear and accurate

account of the several agencies of the Mission as I found them working
in the beginning of 1879 ; and a reference to it supersedes the neces-

sity of describing them again in detail. For several years the work
has been mainly confined to the Institution, and its method has been
all but entirely educational, with special attention given to religious

instruction in the school and college classes. The remarkable success

of the college department in recent years has been only the natural

result of the faithful and thorough educational work of the Institution.

But the very necessities of the position, in consequence, demanded and
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absorbed almost the whole energy of the missionaries, and rendered
more direct evangelistic work, except in guiding the native agents,

almost a practical impossibility. Our missionaries, however, have
always been alive, even under the pressure of more immediate claims,

to the importance and duty of direct evangelistic work, both within

and without the Institution ; and nothing could be more unjust than
an allegation to tlie contrary which has gained an undesirable currency.

Dr Ogilvie's whole motives and aims converged upon direct conversion;

and our Institution was one of the last to be reluctantly affiliated to

the University, from an apprehension of this connection interfering

with more spiritual efforts. Dr Jardine and ]Mr Grant did each of

them noble evangelistic work in their time, and the good influence of

it still remains. Immediately before my arrival, the same spirit, which
had been working quietly and unobtrusively, took visible shape in a

small station outside, to which I have referred elsewhere. The native

agents, too, have also been doing what they could ; and they were only

suffering from lack of a field of labour where their energy and devotion

might be turned to better account.

It is impossible to estimate exactly the missionary value of the Bible

teaching carried on in all the classes ; but its thoroughness was con-

clusively demonstrated a few years ago, and is generally recognised.

Whatever test we may apply, the fact is a remarkable one, that Chris-

tian truth has been here communicated to the intellect and impressed

upon the heart of a thousand of the most promising youths of India,

year after year. The lectures, Sunday classes, and literary work carried

on in the Institution have also been very considerable ; and these forms
of effort have never been entirely abandoned, although latterly some-
what pretermitted for want of men and time.

It would be difficult, on the whole, to give too high a testimony to

the faithfulness and devotion of those who have been doing the work
of the Mission in recent years. The state of the Institution itself is

their best witness. It is a noble product of earnest Christian labour

and thought, deeply rooted now in the confidence of the native com-
munity

;
pre-eminently representative in the Mission-field of the edu-

cational system of evangelisation ; a visible embodiment, with all its

imperfections, of Christian faith and love,—a fit object, surely, of our
Church's hope and pride.

II. THE VALUE OF THE CxENERAL ASSEMBLY'S INSTITUTION AS A
MISSIONARY AGENCY.

The practical question of the value of the General Assembly's Insti-

tution as a missionary agency has been keenly discussed in our Church
courts in the past, and there seems more than a probability of its soon
passing through the fire again. On looking into the still valuable state-

ments of the Deputation in the Report of 1869, and again of Dr Mac-
leod's Committee in 1872, there seems hardly anything to modify or to

add. My own conviction of its value is growing by experience ; and I

could not conceive a greater calamity befalling the India ^lission than
any rash resolution to abandon our higher education, or even any
expression of opinion that would throw distrust or discouragement
upon it. Such a procedure would be immediately construed into a
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confession of failure, or of inability to cope, in the highest sphere, with
the difficulties of the missionary enterprise. It must always be remem-
bered that it is only in the missionary college that we can gather the
young intellect of India around us, and enter into close personal rela-

tions with those who are so largely to give tone and character to future

Indian society. If such systematic work among the student classes

were arrested, almost all Christian effort among the educated natives

would be paralysed. A merely occasional lecture or oration would be
utterly futile, however brilliant.

Nor should we forget the influence indirectly exercised by the mis-

sionary colleges, through the University, upon the teaching of the Gov-
ernment colleges. I do not sympathise with the present outcry against

the (rovernment colleges as atheistic and immoral in their teaching.

On the contrary, notwithstanding their theory of religious neutrality,

the fact is to be recognised that not only are they most potent in the
undermining of Hinduism, but they infuse the Christian element, as

knowledge, into the minds of their students very largely by their com-
mon teaching. The text-books are the same in all the affiliated institu-

tions ; and the native students in the Presidency and other Govern-
ment colleges in Bengal, as in our own, are even now engaged in get-

ting up a detailed knowledge of "Paradise Lost" and "Paradise Re-
gained," of Reid's 'Enquiry' and Hamilton's 'Metaphysics,' and, it

may be, of the 'History of the Jews,' of Butler's 'Analogy,' and of

Paley's ' Evidences,' that would shame nine-tenths of the students in

the Scottish Faculties of Arts. The infusion of Christian elements
into the teaching of all the colleges affiliated to the University, no
doubt mainly arises from the necessities of the case, for English litera-

ture cannot be well studied without it ; but its prominence has been
specially due to missionary members of the Senate ; and our position

there is entirely dependent upon our connection with teaching colleges.

Were we to withdraw from the higher education, and to leave it entirely

to Government, there is at least no guarantee that it would not settle

into an unmodified secularism ; and we are even now engaged in a

struggle to avert that issue. It may also be remarked that the future

relation of the Government to the higher education is very uncertain
;

and there is some probability of their even withdrawing in time from
such teaching, according to the provisions and intentions of the Educa-
tional Despatch of 1854, in order to direct their attention more fully to

primary education. In that case the disturbing influence of the Govern-
ment colleges upon our higher education would disappear, and the

secularising tendency of the university system would be more easily

obviated. The General Assembly's Institution existed before the
Government colleges, and it may survive them.
The disappointment felt by many in the Church regarding the results

of our educational system, has arisen from unreasonable anticipations of

immediate success, and an under-estiniate of the difficulties that have
to be contended with. Such ought now to be reassured by the testi-

mony of those best able to judge, that the results are really much
vaster and more significant than has been generally believed. "Quite
apart from the converts they have won," says Dr Mullens, "the influ-

ence which Christian teachers have had in moulding the education, the

knowledge, views, and general public opinion of the 50,000 educated
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gentlemen of Bengal,* has been of the highest kind. Had they done
nothing else—and they have done a great deal more—all the time,

labour, and money they have devoted to education would have been
thoroughly well spent." Innumerable testimonies might be quoted
from high authorities to the same effect. No one here can resist the

belief that the dirfct fruit of this Christian work, in the moral char-

acter and spiritual aspirations of those who have come under its influ-

ence, is very great. Opposition to Christianity, on the part of enlight-

ened native gentlemen who have been educated in our Institution, is

rare. Ou the contrary, I have found everywhere among them the most
grateful appreciation of our work, and a readiness even to help us in

our missionary efforts. Many of our students at this moment are young
men of a high moral tone, always ready to listen with respect to earnest

expositions of Christian truth, possessing no mean knowledge of Biblical

history and doctrine, and not a few openly declaring that they recog-

nise in Jesus the greatest of religious teachers. " Almost persuaded"
may be applied to most of them ;

" persuaded " to many. The psycho-

logical problem thus presented is too common and familiar to be dwelt

upon ; and the special difficulties here are too well known to need re-

capitulation. It cannot be doubted, however, that the whole tendency

of the religious movements going on around us is towards Christianity;

and it must be remembered that Hindu society is very much like the

poet's cloud, "which moveth altogether or moveth not at all." The
wave of new thought that is changing the whole aspects of Hindu life

is sweeping always more strongly on, and must, at last, carry the young
men, in institutions like ours, into the haven of the Christian Church.

That consummation may come sooner than is expected, even by the

most sanguine.

I believe, therefore, that we may appeal to all parties in our Church
for sympathy and support in this educational work. It is in entire

harmony with the genius and history of the Church of Scotland in the

past. Its national value and significance were strikingly indicated in

a letter recently received from the Financial Secretary of the Govern-

ment of India, and the weight attachable to the judgment of so high

an authority, and so warm a friend of evangelistic missions, will justify

my quoting his words here :
" We must not undervalue," says Mr Chap-

man, "the testimony which is given in your halls and those of the other

missionary bodies in our Presidency towns, to the rising generation

—

or rather, to successive generations. I am sure that the seed so sown
does yield much fruit among this multitudinous people : principally it

may be indirect, but still very important. You perform a national dittii

irhich, AS A Government, xve cannot do." This is exactly the point of

view from which the significance of the General Assembly's Institution

should be regarded by the members of our Church ; and the more it is

pondered the more will importance and value appear.

in. THE principal wants of the mission at present.

The Institution .seems to have attained a sufficient development as

an educational agency ; and the present staff appears competent to

* This was written more tlian ten years ago.
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maintain its position against all competitors.* But it cannot be over-

looked that there is now even greater need and scope for direct mis-

sionary work connected with it ; and I shall briefly indicate this want
in two relations.

1. And first of all, it is recognised that there is room for more direct

evangelistic work among the students. The present staff of four mis-

sionaries, though numerically larger than at any time since the Disrup-

tion, cannot reasonably be expected to do much more than keep the

educational system going, in its secular and religious departments.

There is only one of us who has had an experience of more than one
session ; and the burden of work and responsibility was never so great.

Be it remembered, however inferior may be the quality of our work,
that we have (including the entrance class) thrice as many students to

deal with as are enrolled in all the four Divinity Halls of the Church
of Scotland with their sixteen professors ; and we have to teach from
three to four hours a-day almost all the year round. I observe by this

year's report that the Madras Christian College, with only 200 stu-

dents, has at present five Free Church missionaries. With all this

strain of unavoidable teaching upon us in the daily routine, it will be
easily inferred that much opportunity for direct spiritual work remains
unutilised. We hope to be able to do more by lectures and Sunday
addresses when we are strengthened by Mr Wilson's return. I have
no hesitation, however, in saying that even then there will still be a

sphere for a thoroughly earnest and devoted minister who would give

himself wholly to the evangelistic work, and who would "count all

things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus."

I have said "minister" rather than missionary; for, considering the

great difficulties of this undertaking, such a one should hardly be an
untried student, however enthusiastic or able, but a man of proved
capability and faith and tact in dealing with individual souls. The
prevailing idea that our main business here is to encounter learned

Brahmins in argument is a mere delusion ; that stage, if it ever

existed, is now long past, and we have to deal with these young men
regarding the question of salvation very much as we would have to do
with advanced and indifferent students in a Scotch university. Any
of our ministers, therefore, in this superabundance of candidates for

vacant parishes, who showed a prominent spiritual energy and attrac-

tiveness, and who would consecrate himself to this work, like the
saintly John Macdonald, would find a noble sphere in and through the
General Assembly's Institution ; and whenever the Committee can
discover such an one, he will be welcome. In the meantime, I am not
in favour of short flying visits, although a few months' work from a

man of real eminence and power would be of inestimable value. The
experiment of the new Oxford Mission to the educated natives here
will be watched with much interest and hope. Is it too much to

expect that some of the learned occupants of our Divinity Chairs, in

search of an audience, might even sacrifice temporarily their- well-

deserved ease and dignity for so grand an end 1

* There are about 360 students attending at present— considerably the largest

number ever enrolled in the General Assembly's College ; and this notwith-
standing the opening of B.A. classes free in tlie native Metropolitan Institution

with the view of drawing the students away from us.

K
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2. I am further strongly impressed witli the conviction that the time
has now come for engaging, from the Calcutta centre, in some more
direct form of missionary work upon the simpler population of the

country, who are more open to the influences of Christianity, and who
yet present the promising conditions of an important future. The
other great missionary societies have all adopted this method of opera-

tion, and are now prosecuting it with encouraging success. The late

Dr Ogilvie recommended the adoption of it by our Church also, and
Dr Jardine is said to have accepted his views ; but neither of them
found the opportunity or the means of carrying their conviction into

practice. The memorable visit of the late Dr Macleod and of Dr
Watson to India, led to the first attempt to realise this idea in our
Church by the establishment of the aboriginal Mission at Darjeeling,

which, under the management of Mr Macfarlane, and tlirough his de-

voted labours, has been so abundantly blessed. I had the great advan-
tage of spending a month last year at Darjeeling, during which I

received my best lessons in missionary work, and was greatly strength-

ened in my conviction that such a branch would most beneficially

react upon our Calcutta agents. But the Darjeeling Mission is neces-

sarily almost entirely apart from our operations, and serves us mainly
as a noble model and encouragement. We want a mission-field worked
in vital, stimulating connection with our agencies here, at an easily

accessible distance from Calcutta, and, if possible, occupied by a mixed
Bengali and aboriginal population.

It is only through such localised operations that we can hope for the

formation of an important native Christian community in connection

with the Church of Scotland for yet a long time to come. The condi-

tions in Calcutta are very unfavourable for rapid extension of the

Native Church. The effect of the work in the Institution will long

continue to be of a general and diffusive kind, and will not tell very
largely in increasing the number of our individual converts. Those
who are disappointed by our statistics of conversion, forget that our
students generally attend us for short periods only, ranging from a few
months to four or five years, and that they mostly come from all parts

of lower Bengal, and return when their studies are ended to their

homes again, to be reabsorbed, with whatever Christian influence they

have felt, into Hindu society. This work is most valuable and import-

ant, but it cannot lead to the visible fruit that is to be matured by
constant residence and intercourse with a settled population. Hence
the advisability of a distinctly local organisation, besides its combining
and harmonising the separate force of the two missionary methods.

And such a field as that indicated has now been entered upon by us

at Govindpore in Maunbhoom. My attention was directed to it as an
unoccupied and promising region about the middle of last year ; and
during the Doorrja Ponja holidays in October I made an excursion into

it, along with our native pastor, the Rev. Bipro C. Chuckerbutty, whose
assistance and advice were most valuable. The result of our examina-
tion and inquiries was that we resolved to begin work there ; but we
did not do so until I had communicated with the authorities of the

neighbouring German Evangelical (Gossner) Mission in Maunbhoom,
and had obtained their hearty approval and encouragement. I also

communicated our intentions to the local magistrate and others, who
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welcome our Mission, and see in it a pledge of the intellectual and
social improvement of the district. Our senior catechist, Wooma
Churn Banerjee, started work at Govindpore in November last. Dur-
ing February and March he was assisted by our second catechist, Isaac

Behary Lall Singh. They have preached largely throughout the dis-

trict ; and on the occasion of a recent visit, I had every reason to be
satisfied with their work. A few weeks ago Behary was transferred,

by his own desire, to the large village of Barrakur, and has begun
evangelistic work in that place as a second station. Barrakur is only
fifty miles by rail from Calcutta, and Govindpore village is twenty
miles further by the high-road. This Govindpore district is a most
interesting one. It lies along the Grand Trunk Road from Benares,
over which stream hundreds of thousands of pilgrims annually to the

great festivals of Jugannath, in Orissa ; and Govindpore is a principal

halting-station on the march. The resident population in tlie villages

around the Grand Trunk speak Bengali, and with them our catechists

are specially fitted to deal. At the basis of the picturesque mountain-
ranges, which half enclose the region, are numerous Santal villages,

and among these work will shortly be begun. The success of other
Missions to the Santals may well encourage this first effort of our
Church among these interesting aborigines. I was not aware until our
arrangements were completed that the Free Church missionaries at

Pachamba were proposing to extend their work in this direction ; but I

regard their vicinity as a great advantage, and expect the same friendly

co-operation in the common work there as obtains among us here. I

trust that this beginning of new missionary work from this centre will

receive the approval and support of the Church.*
Finally, it may readily be admitted that, with many other wants, we

all need more of the active graces of the Spirit to sustain and consecrate
all our efforts in the various departments of our work.

* The evangelistic work has also been extended in Calcutta, and is now being
more vigorously prosecuted—particularly at Garden Reach and neighbourhood

—

the only special effort made among the Ooriyas here. Of the work in Cornwallis
Square Chapel, the Rev.. Gopaul C. Laha, in his excellent annual report, gives

the following account :
" Of all preaching-stations in Calcutta, this chapel is

most favourably situated, and is on that account largely attended by the educated
Hindu and Brahmo gentlemen. There is preaching here almost every evening.

Our brethren of the Free Church and other denominations co-operate with us in

proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ to numerous audiences, composed
of people of all classes and conditions, who gather round us, day after day, in this

(!orner of the Mission-field. The service in the chapel extends over several hours.

We begin by reading and expounding the Word of God. Discourses on sin and
salvation, and on other subjects connected with the great work of evangelisation,

then follow. At the close of our preaching the hearers are generally invited to

free discussion, when objections are answered, difficulties removed, and every
help afforded to inquirers. All this is effected by division of laboiu'—brethren
taking part according to their several gifts. This kind of pioneer work is often

attended with much opposition, and sometimes with persecution ; but thanks be
to God who enables us to carry on our ministrations without fainting, and, let us
hope, not altogether in vain."
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IV. THE APPARENT POSSIETLITIES OF THE MISSION IN THE FUTUPvE.

Regarding the possibilities of the Mission, one could only be justified

in speaking very generally and with great caution in a world of such
uncertainty and disappointment. But they are apparently very great,

if the elements are properly supported and directed by the Church.

Fluctuations of opinion and taste in native society, and changes in the

system of higher education, may variously affect the Institution ; but
the desire for English education is always increasing, and a competent

staff will command at all times a large number of pupils. The value

of the Institution as a missionary agency may, at any time, be greatly

enhanced ; it will certainly rise in the ratio of the growth of Chris-

tianity here, since converts must always rally around such prominent
establishments. The Christian element is even now slowly increasing

in the several classes ; and something has been done this year to en-

courage it, by making all Christian pupils free. We have one regular

divinity student, Heralal De, and another young catechist, Kristo

Dhan Mookherjee, under training ; and some regular theological classes

may be opened ere long. Although the Institution is still very far

from even approaching the original conception of a Christian college

for the training of native missionaries and ministers, we may patiently

wait the purpose of Providence and shape our operations ; meanwhile,
towards that end, as we best can, I am convinced that the Mission is

moving upon safe lines, and as regards both educational and evan-

gelistic work, that a great future is still before it.

Withthese general remarks, in which—as I have just been authorised

to state—all my missionary colleagues concur, and passing over many
personal obligations and shortcomings, during my first year's work, that

might be acknowledged, I humbly commend the Calcutta Mission, at

the close of its first fifty years, to the fervent prayers and sympathies
of the Foreign Mission Committee and the General Assembly of the

Church. W. Hastie.

General Assembly's Institution, Calcutta,
21st Aj»-il 18S0.
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At Edinburgh, the Twenty-second day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being
met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

At the request of the Foreign Mission Committee, the General
Assembly appointed the following Committee to advise with the

Foreign Mission Committee, and to bring up a separate Report on
difficulties which have arisen with regard to their East African Mission

—viz., Dr Pirie, Dr Story, Dr Mitchell, Dr Dickson, Dr Dykes, Dr
Struthers, Dr Grant, Mr G. S. Smith, Lord Balfour, Sir John Hay,
Edmund Baxter, Esq., Professor Black, Charles Dalrymple, Esq., T. G.
Murray, Esq., Geo. Maxwell, Esq., W. H. Maxwell, Esq., A. C. Swin-
ton, Esq., D. Milne Home, Esq., The Procurator, Macduff Rhind, Esq.,

Archd. Robertson, Esq., Alex. Simpson, Esq., David Smith, Esq., John
E. Watson, Esq.—Mr Murray, Convener.

Extracted from the Records of the Genercd Assemhhj of the

Church of Scotland hy

JOHN TULLOCH, CI Eccl Scot.

REPOET OF THE COMMITTEE.

Your Committee were appointed witli instructions to advise

with the Foreign Mission Committee, and to bring up a separate

report, on the difficulties which have arisen with regard to their

East African Mission.

Public attention was called to the position of the Blantyre

Mission by the publication, about a fortnight before the meet-

ing of the Assembly, of a pamphlet, titled " The Blantyre Mis-

sionaries : Discreditable Disclosures. By Andrew Chirnside,

F.Pi.G.S." In that pamphlet the gravest charges are made

against the Mission.

JNIr Chirnside appears to have gone to Africa for sporting

purposes, and to have visited the Mission at Blantyre in August

last, but the length of his stay is not known. The pamphlet is

written with an evident animus against the Church of Scotland,

as shown by the preliminary statement that the Mission at

Blantyre was only started from jealousy of the Free Church. It is
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also inaccurate as regards dates and persons, and is exceedingly

sensational in the mode of recounting the alleged facts. But

the accusations contained in the pamphlet may be summarised

as follows :

—

1st, That a native alleged to have committed murder (but

whom, Mr Chirnside states, though only on his own authority,

to have possibly not been the guilty party), was, after the sem-

blance of a trial, shot by authority of the Mission.

2d, That a state of warfare exists betwixt the Mission at their

station of Mount Zomba and the natives, in the course of which

several people had been killed, and that this " war " has been

caused by the hostile feeling which has arisen among the

natives since the shooting of the native for the alleged murder.

3d, That the Mission employed flogging as a punishment,

and that one native died under the punishment.

4th, That the Mission had constructed and made use of a pit

as a prison, in which natives were kept for three or four days

at a stretch.

5th, That on one occasion when Mr Chirnside was at Blantyre

his rest was disturbed by the howls of natives, who, having

fled to the station for refuge, had been given up to a native

chief, " who had every intention of mutilating and then tortur-

ing them to death."

In the ordinary case an accusation is not fairly taken up till

the accused have had an opportunity of hearing the charges

made, and of stating their own defence. A copy of this pam-

phlet was despatched to Blantyre, the Committee are informed,

directly upon its appearance, and information on all points de-

sired to be furnislied as speedily as possible. But the charges

are so grave that your Committee deem it desirable to make an

interim statement, as far as the information they possess enables

them to do so, for the satisfaction of the General Assembly, and

of those interested in the Mission.

Your Committee having had an interview with the Foreign

Mission Committee, requested the Convener to furnish them with

a statement of the circumstances, as far as known to the Foreign

Mission Committee, and also the instructions sent by them to

Blantyre. The statement thus furnished is appended hereto.
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Justice to the absent requires that judgment as to the amount

of blame deserved by the Mission shoukl be suspended till

further information is received. But the letter of March 23,

1880, will show that the Church at home, through her Foreign

Mission Committee, whilst viewing that the execution in ques-

tion may have resulted from an error of judgment in difhcult

circumstances, repudiated any such action, and warned the

Mission that not only did they incur grave personal risk by

assuming civil jurisdiction, but that they were seriously hurting

the missionary success of the enterprise, and forbade them to

exercise any such jurisdiction in the future. By the same letter,

and the subsequent Minute of 20th April, the Mission was

directed, in case of any dubiety, to understand the instructions

as prohibiting any flogging or striking of adults, such as would

not be lawful in this country.

The Convener's statement will show that the " war " referred

to by Mr Chirnside was in no way connected with the execu-

tion of the native, and was really only a skirmish, where, in

self-defence, one native was killed.

Of the remaining two charges nothing whatever is known.

Your Committee are of opinion that the General Assembly

should send out a Commissioner with full powers to investigate

and report on the whole position of the Mission, conferring on

him the fullest powers to regulate the whole affairs of the

Mission, including power- to supersede any of the members of

the Mission—all according to instructions to be given him by

the Foreign Mission Committee ; and failing the finding of a

suitable person willing to undertake the duty, that the Eev. Duff

M'Donald should be instructed to come to this country with all

possible speed, with the view of enabling the Foreign Mission

Committee to obtain all necessary information by personal com-

munication with him, and also of advising as to the future con-

duct of the Mission.

When the Foreign Mission Committee have obtained the

information required, it will be the duty of the Church

to consider whether it is right to allow the Mission to

pursue its labours, with a grave admonition and caution, or

whether any one or more members of the Mission should be
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recalled. A suspension of jiidgment as to these matters seems

consonant ^vith the views of the Government, Sir C. Dilke

having answered a question in the House of Commons respect-

ing Mr Chirnside's pamphlet, to the effect that " Lord Granville

has received a copy of the pamphlet in Cjuestion, and her

Majesty's Consul at Mozambique has also reported that he had

received personal representations from Mr Chirnside to the

same effect as the statements now published. Mr Consul

O'Neill has written to Mr M'Donald, the manager of the

Blantyre IMission, to inquire into the truth of the charges

brought against the Mission, and Lord Granville is awaiting

the receipt of the explanations which may be afforded to Mr
O'Neill on the matter."

In conclusion, the Committee are of opinion that the General

Assembly may rely on the Foreign Mission Committee availing

themselves of all information procurable, and thereafter acting

with vigour and discretion ; and should the Committee be of

opinion that the matter should be further considered by the

Church, they will have an opportunity of bringing it before a

meeting of Commission.

Should it be found that the Mission cannot be carried on

without exercising civil jurisdiction, the question will arise for

the decision of the Church as to the continuance of the Mission

itself. But the Committee are reluctant to believe such a step

to be necessary or desirable, and will sincerely regret should it

be found to be so, and that a Mission should cease which, in

many ways, has been reported to them as successful, by those

competent to form an opinion.

In name and ly appointment of the Committee,

T. G. :\IUEriAY, Convener.
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STATEMENT
EY THE CONVENEE, FOEEIG:^^ MISSIOii

COMMITTEE,

AS TO THE BLANTYEE MISSION, WITH EEFERENCE TO

MR CHIRNSIDE'S "DISCREDITABLE DISCLOSURES.'

Ox the evening of the 26th December 1878, a cold-blooded

murder was committed at Blantyre—the victim a poor woman

living with the headman of one of our villages. Next morning

the body was found beside the stream, showing, on examina-

tion by Dr Macklin and Dr Laws (of the Livingstonia

Mission), two bullet wounds, and part of the flesh cut away

with a knife.

The assassins were tracked into the territory of a chief,

Kapeni ; and he was pressed to take up the case. His

promises, however, came to nothing ; and it was not till the

3d February that the suspected criminals were, by some of

our natives, apprehended and placed in confinement.

Anxious deliberations had meantime been held, and every

accessible authority consulted, as to the course which should

be followed in the event of their capture and conviction ; and

there was a general concurrence in the conclusion expressed

by Dr Laws, that wilful murderers must be punished, and

that by death. This was deemed in the circumstances un-

avoidable—in accordance with divine law, demanded by the

practice of the country, and necessary as a measure of self-

defence for the little community. Mr M'Donald was the

most reluctant to accept this necessity, and continued long in

doubt. He had applied to the neighbouring chiefs to try the

murderers, and do justice, but was met by the assertion that
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according to native law and custom the jurisdiction went

with the territory ; and that as the English were now in pos-

session of the territory of Blantyre, they, and they only, were

responsible for its government.

Accordingly, Manga and Piseni were tried on the Gth

February, and pronounced guilty. Dv Macklin appears to

have presided over a sort of jury, composed of the rest of the

staff and the headmen of the villages. Then the people

clamoured for their death. Still the missionaries shrank

from so grave a responsibility ; but the escape of Piseni on

the 19th February precipitated the fate of his companion, who,

on the day following, was shot by a volley from native guns

on the scene of the murder.

At their first meeting, on 7th INIay 1879, after receipt of all

this sad intelligence, the Acting Committee recorded " the

deepest distress with which they learned that their missionaries

had thought it necessary to take into their own hands the

power of life and death ; but, feeling the gravity and difficulty

of the subject, resolved to adjourn consideration thereof for

further information and advice." Three weeks after, the fol-

lowing minute was adopted :

—

"2Sth May 1879,—The Committee resumed consideration of the

Rev. Duff McDonald's letter of 2'ith February, with the information

obtained from Mr Henderson, their pioneer agent, who was present,

and the advice obtained by the Ptev. Dr IMacEae with reference to

the minute adopted on the 7th instant. The Committee, while deeply

sympathising with the missionaries in the great difficulties of the

position in which they found themselves, feel constrained in the

meantime to disavow all responsibility in regard to the infliction of

capital punishment in the case in question ; but they resolve still

to reserve their final decision in the case until receipt of further

information from Africa. The Committee also resolve to request

an interview with the Free Church Committee on the Livingstonia

]\Iission, with the view of considering how the Missions in East

Africa may be carried on without any risk of the ^Mission agents

being involved in future in the administration of justice, particu-

larly in serious criminal cases."
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Subsequently, we had further letters from ]\Ir IVI'Donald,

who pleaded mainly that the capital sentence was undoubtedly

in itself righteous, and that he was little more than passive in

the matter—not preventing the natives from carrying out

their own laws. We had more than one interview with

Messrs Eiddel and Johnstone, Free Church missionaries from

Lake Nyassa ; and finally we heard details from Dr Macklin's

lips.

No later resolution on the subject was minuted. The

common feeling corresponded with my own from the first, that

our agents did wrong—legally and otherwise—in partially

assuming jurisdiction and sanctioning the execution, the step

being liable to present them under a false aspect, and to

prove prejudicial to their work as missionaries. But we could

only regard it as an error of judgment—doubting, indeed, our

own competency to judge in opposition to every one on the

spot, and to such men as Mr Horace Waller, with African

experience. Forbidding, therefore, at once, any repetition of

such an act, we set ourselves to consider the difficult questions

of government and punishments in connection with our infant

settlement. The position of the Free Church Mission, and its

policy and practice, being identical with our own, we sought

an interview with their Committee in July last, when it was

agreed to invite suggestions from the respective agents ; and

a second conference three months ago found us practically at

one as to the aims of the Missions and the spirit and manner

in which they should be pursued.

For a long time after that lamentable event of February

nothing occurred to interrupt the outward quiet and steady

internal progress of the Station.

Towards the end of September came another misfortune.

IMitiochi, a neighbouring chief, waylaid our carriers and stole

their goods. On a demand for restitution, a hostile attack

ensued, when our people were obliged to defend themselves by

force, and one man was killed.

Soon after a series of raids were made on our villages

to carry off men and women ; so that for several weeks,
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towards the close of tlie year, no small alarm and anxiety-

prevailed.

Mr Chirnside has contrived to connect this distress, with-

out condescending on dates, with the execution—which he

represents as taking place in midsummer. In truth, the one

was in February, the other did not arise till seven months

later ; nor had the attacks by slavers any connection with the

troubles which went before.

The most shocking pages of the pamphlet are those which

describe a habit of horrible flogging and inhuman imprison-

ment. These charges must be thoroughly sifted ; meanwhile

they are incredible. It is true, there have been cases of cor-

poral punishment. The first was in 1877, when Mr James

Stewart was in charge. The Committee believe the instances

to have been rare, and the following melancholy account forms

the sole foundation known to them of Mr Chirnside's harrow-

ing picture of a man lashed to death.

Extract from Mr JI'DonaJcVs letter of 11th March, pp- 8, 9, on

the Carrier under Walker.

" The new steamer has had a very long imprisonment on that

small river. Those in charge of it have suffered a good deal from

fever. Mr "Walker has been able for little or no work since he

came up. There have been several casualties connected with his

trip. When he was starting from Mozaro on his waj' up, a croco-

dile killed one of his boatmen. Then, one of his carriers made off

with a large box of tea. Worse still—the carrier in question got a

flogging, and died the same day. "We had Dr Macklin's opinion, to

the effect that the flogging was not the cause of his death. He
could not say what had caused the sudden death, as we did not

think it expedient to have the body examined internally. The

natives could not have understood the reason for such dissection

,

and might have misinterpreted it."

On a careful review of the whole questions arising out of

these painful and perplexing matters, the Committee were

led to draw up the letter of 23d ]\Iarch last, containing the

Committee's instructions, as follows :

—
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Glasgow, 2Zd March 1880.

Dear Mr M'Donald,—We write to you, as head of our Mission at

Blaiityre, to convey our decision in tlie difficult and painful circum-

stances in which you are placed.

1. And, first of all, we beg to assure you how deeply we feel the try-

ing character of your position, surrounded by personal dangers, having

to deal with questions of great intricacy, and having no one on the

spot to consult or turn to for advice. We ofter you our deepest sym-
pathy, and we commit you to the care and guidance of that God of love

and faithfulness who hath sent you to your post of honour and useful-

ness, and from whom, we are assured, you do not fail to ask direction

and support.

2. We beg to point out to you that, whatever may be the technical

tenure by which we hold tlie land at Blantyre, we wish to regard our
occupation of it only as a necessary instrument in our work of Chris-

tianising the people, and to regard ourselves as their servants for Jesus'

sake. The aim should be that everything may conspire to lead them
to receive the impression that you are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech them by you, while you are also, in all the affairs of

life, their counsellors and their teachers by precept and example. With
this view, you doubtless strive, by all means, to secure their confidence

and affection.

3. Your position must be understood as excluding the power and
jurisdiction known as civil government. We have no right to give,

and you have no right to receive from us, any jurisdiction whatever
over the lives, persons, or property of the natives who live round about
you. We cannot make you civil magistrates over any portion of Africa,

even though we may possess property therein ; and we desire you to

understand that the only commission which you can hold from the

Church of Scotland is that of the ambassadors of Christ, sent to preach
the Gospel of His love and grace, and to train the natives by precept

and example in the usages of Christian l,ife.

4. So carefully has the Legislature guarded this principle of law,

that, within the last few years, numerous Acts of Parliament have been
passed, laying down, in explicit terms, that in countries and districts

where there is no Government capable of entering into treaty with that

of Great Britain, British subjects committing there any act which would
constitute an offence at home, are liable to trial and sentence by Courts
in her Majesty's dominions. Any assumption, therefore, of jurisdic-

tion by us or by you in Africa, and any act of punishment done in

virtue thereof, would, in the opinion of the Committee, make us or

you liable to the provisions of these statutes.

5. In the event, therefore, of any offence being committed by any
native under your care (that is, living at Blantyre, or your other vil-

lages) which is of a nature demanding punishment, we would suggest
whether you could have all such cases judged of and dealt with, not by
you, but by the civil authority of the natives. We wish you to con-

sider whether it would not be practicable so to train these natives, that

they shall take upon themselves the whole care of the investigation

and punishment of criminal offences committed within your territory.

This will no doubt, for a time, cause you great trouble, and call for the
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exercise of much patience on your part ; but you must strive to exem-
plify Christian forbearance and gentleness, in the blessed hope that the

teaching of the Gospel will gradually improve and ennoble the dealings

of the natives.

6. We also suggest to you that it may occasionally be necessary to

deprive certain persons of the i)rivilege of shelter in the Blantyre vil-

lages, and that arrangements might in such a case have to be made with
native chiefs for their removal from your settlement. The case of

runaway slaves is one of great difficulty. All slaves received under your
protection ought to work for their price, which should be paid to the

owner, if he will, on receipt, give up his claims to the slave. Great
circumspection should be used in receiving or retaining runaway slaves

in any case.

7. In any emergency, you will, of course, exercise the right of self-

defence. But the effect of conciliation, forbearance, and patience

should be tried to the utmost. We know that we are unable to esti-

mate properly the perils of your situation, and therefore we think it is

right to assure you that we would not have you labouring under con-

ditions which unduly endanger your lives ; and that it will always be
open to you to consider whether it is your duty to withdraw from the

field, at least for a time. We need not add how greatly it would grieve

us should any occasion arise rendering such a step necessary.

8. We have thus laid down what seem to us the main principles

which ought to guide you in the farther prosecution of your duty ; but
we are aware that you are in much better circumstances than we are to

form an opinion, and we therefore cordially invite from you any sug-

gestions you may think fit to make,—to which we will give our best

attention and consideration.

9. Above all, dear Mr M'Donald, we commend you, and all the
members of the Mission, to the care and grace of God. "The Lord
Himself is thy keeper : the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand."
Be much in prayer. Put your trust in God, while yet you relax no
effort which experience, or wisdom, or resolution may suggest. With
a single eye to the promotion of our Redeemer's kingdom, let the work
and the workers be committed as His own, in unceasing prayer of faith,

to His guardianship and governance. So may it be said, "We have a
strong city • salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks ; " and
the heathen also may learn to say, " Who is like unto thee, O people

saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help !

"

The Lord preserve you from all ill, and guide and prosper you.

May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus our Lord !

In name ami bi/ apjyointment of Committee,

JAMES C. HERDMAN, D.D.,

Convener.

J. MACRAE, D.D.,

Convener of Sub-Committee on East Africa.
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To preclude dubiety, this Minute was also passed at their

next meeting on 20th April :
" Resolved to minute, for trans-

mission to our agents, that the letter is to be understood as

prohibiting them from flogging, striking, and all such treat-

ment of adults as would not be lawful in Britain."

Of Mr Chirnside's dungeon we never heard before ; and

what he calls the un-English affair of Chipitula that trans-

pired the last day he was at Blantyre, is equally new to us,

and is not likely to be true in view of this authentic fact (of

which it is probably a distortion) :

—

Extract—Mr M'DonahVs account of himself and Henderson regard-

ing the claim to have slaves given iip {pp. 18-20, \Oth Oct.)

"The giving up of slaves is not such an easy plan as we might

have anticipated. Yesterday (October 13th) Mr Henderson and I

ordered a man who came claiming two women (' wives ') to have

them returned. One of the women had come, and was present at

the meeting. Her we consigned to the man. She pleaded with

us most pathetically, and we did feel that our action in the matter

was a heartless one. Still we had given her no pledge, and look-

ing at the views of a great section of the Committee at home,

we were clearly of opinion that we had no option in the matter.

The other woman, however, had fled at once ; but we told the man
that, when she appeared, she was to be consigned in like manner,

—

that is, we were simply to say, you may have her (we will not go

so far as to tie a slave for them ; if it were a thief, it would be

different). While they were waiting for No. 2, No. 1 seized the

opportunity, and somehow ran away also. At a later period, the

man found his way into one of our villages, and got rather a rough

reception. I went down personally with him, and tried to see who
were the offenders, and to find the woman, but all had taken to the

bush ; and we could only tell him that we had no time to follow

them there. The case was rendered more delicate when I discov-

ered that the man who had threatened the slave-owner was the

brother of the slave-woman. In the evening, the man came and

said that he saw that we had done all for him that we could, and

now he wanted to go home. It appears that, a little after, he found

his way into the house of the 'brother,' and attempted to carry off
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his wife. Four of the villagers set upon him, and he received a

cut with a knife on the face. When called down again with j\Ir

Henderson to settle matters, all we could do was to blame him for

risking himself in the village again, and to escort him in safety

across the stream. The only doubtful point now is. Ought we to

prevent these women from living with us? At first I thouglit that

we ought to try it. Mr Henderson thinks we have no call to

do so."

May 24, 1880.

Extract Deliverance of the General Assemhlij of the Church of Scotland

on the foregoing lieport.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-ninth day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being
met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The Assembly called for the Report of the Special Committee on
Blantyre Mission, which was given in and read by ]\Ir T. G. Murray,
Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to : The General Assembly
approve of the Special Report now made with reference to the East
African Mission, and instruct the Foreign Mission Committee to take
action in accordance with the recommendations of the Special Com-
mittee .

The General Assembly direct the Committee to require from any
Commissioner who might be sent out, a special Report as to the possi-

bility of maintaining the Mission without having recourse to violence

or the assumption of any form of criminal jurisdiction.

The Assembly further resolve to combine with the ForeigTi Mission
Committee the Special Committee appointed at this Assembly to con-
sider the Blantyre Mission, for the purpose of advising with them
further as to the circumstances of the Mission, and the action which
they have been instructed to carry out.

Extracted frovi the Records of the General Assemhly of the

Church of Scotland hy

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl Scot.
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At Edinburgh, the Twenty-first day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being
met and constituted, inter alia,—
The Assembly called for the Report of Committee on proposed

South India Christian College, which was given in and read by Dr
Cook, Convener, The following is the Report, viz. :

—

Your Committee beg to report, that after mature deliberation on the
documents submitted to them, they respectfully recommend that the
General Assembly authorise the Foreign Mission Committee to proceed
with negotiations with the other contracting bodies, with a view to the
forming of a United Christian College at Madras, and to contribute a
sum, not exceeding £600 a-year, provided the state of their funds will
permit of this without curtailing any of the operations in which the
Committee are at present engaged.
Dr Cook concluded by moving in terms of the Report. The motion

was seconded.
A second motion was moved and seconded : That the words " if

they see it advisable" be inserted after the w^ords " to contribute," in
the fourth line from the foot of the Report.
The motion was adopted without alteration.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly o/ the

Church of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS.

18 7 9.

I. GENERAL ACCOUNT.

£5660 18 2

CHARGE.
I. Funds on hand at 31st DECEirBER 1878, per last Abstract,

TI. Income of the Scheme for the year 1879

—

1. Collections and Contributions

—

From Churches and Chapels, .

Note.—From 155 Churches no Contri-

butions have been received.

From Associations

—

Lay Association,

Society for Propagating
Christian Knowledge,
for African Mission,

National Bible Society of

Scotland, for support
of two Colporteurs in

China,
Other Associations, .

£5151 l'^ 6

£18

200

130
635 19

From Individuals,

983 19
868

Note.—Sums to the amount of £938, 13s.

8d. and £455, 7s. lid., on account of the

East African and China Missions respec-

tively, are included in the above Collec-

tions and Contributions.

2. Legacies, .....
3. Interest, &c.

—

1. On Crichton and Wilson Fund

—

Interest on Ontario Sav-

ings and Investment Co.

Debentures, p. £1500

—

For year to 1st October
1879, less tax, . £88 2 6

2. On Scot Mortification Fund

—

Two - thirds of Annual
Interest to Martinmas
1879, . . 117 17 8

3. On Loan of £12,000 to

Messrs Cowan & Sons

—

For year to Martinmas
1879, less tax, . . 470

£7512 18 2

2604 9 11

Carry forward, t(57G 2 £10,117 8 1 £5151 16 6
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Brousfht forward,

4. On Brugh Eund

—

One-eighth of annual free

proceeds for two years, .

5. On deposit receipts,

6. On Bank Accounts cur-

rent.

£676 2 a:10,1]7 8 1 £5151 16 6

81 16
138 2

3 16
899 15 2

JVote.—As shown below, the investments form-

ing the Murray Fund and the Affleck Fund
have been realised and merged in the

General Funds of the Committee.

Total Income,

III. Legacy bequeathed by late George Wylie of Arndean, to form
Corygaum Bursaries at Madras, including interest thereon re-

ceived, ........
IV. Investments realised

—

1. General Fund

—

£109 Royal Bank Stock, less commission,
2. Murray Fund

—

£645 Royal Bank Stock, less commis-
sion, .... £1206 10 9

£300 British Linen Company's
Stock, less commission, . 704 9 3

. Affleck Fund-
£450 Royal

sion, .

Bank Stock, less commis-

£202 8 2

1911

837 5 9

11,017

1044 12 10

2950 13 11

Sum of the CHARGE, £20,164 6 6

DISCHARGE.
General Annual Expenditure during the Year 1879—

1. Expenses of Missionary Establishments

—

1. Calcutta

—

1. Drafts by the Corresponding Board on the Home
Committee,....

2. Salary and allowance to Mr James Wi
3. Do. to Rev. James Edwards,
4. Do. to Rev. James Thomson,
5. Do. to Rev. William Hastie,

6. Do. to Rev. John Mackintosh,
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BrouKlit forward, . £7333 11 3

4. Punjaub

—

1. Drafts on Home Committee, . . £501 6 8

2. Salary and allowance to Rev. William

Harper, Sealkote, . . • 411 8 4

3. Do. to Rev. J. W. Youngson, Goojrat, . 442

5. Darjeeling

—

1. Drafts on Home Committee, . . £500
2. Salary and allowance to Rev. W. and

Miss Macfarlane, . . .570 17 10

3. Payment on account of Rev. W. S.

Sutherland, . . . 10 5

4 Payments to and on account of Rev.

Arch. Turnbull, . . • . 98

0. Chumba

—

1 Salary and allowance to Dr J. Hutchesoii, £480

2. Do. to Mr VV. C. Bailey, . . . 380

3. Mission expenses, . . .- 1-0

7. Blantyre, East Africa— „ „ ^
1. Salary to Rev. Duff M'Donald, . . £403 2 6

2. Do. to Dr Macklin, . . • 260 11 10

3. Salaries to Teacher, Artisans, &c., . 568 1 3

4. Do. of Free Church staff of Livingstonia

Mission, temporarily attached to Mis-

sion, repaid, .... 417

5. Passage-moneys, outfits, and allowances

during voyage of Mr and Mrs Milne,

Miss Pithie, and Mr Henderson, . 204 11

6. Travelling expenses of party to London
and Southampton, freight of luggage,

hotel expenses, &c., . . . 34 12 10

7. Stores, furnishings, printing-press, books,

&c , less sums received for stores,

&c., sold to members of Mission, . 262 14 10

8. Drafts on the Home Committee, . . 343 8 8

9. Home allowance to Mr and Mrs Milne, . 21 13 4

10. Extra premium paid on Rev. Duff'

M'Donalii's policy for foreign residence,

less portion thereof repaid by him, . 15 15

11. Freight and insurance of goods, and in-

cidental expenses, . • • 106 1 6

8. China

—

1. Drafts on the Home Committee for

salaries and mission expenses, . . £1081 19 7

2. Payments on account of Rev. G. Cock-

burn
Q? n ^

3. Do. do. of Dr M'Farlane, . . •
^^ "

X
4. Do. do. of Mr Thomas Paton, . . 75

5. Do. do. of Mr Peter Wood, . . 5 10

6. Passage-moneys, outfits, and allowances

during voyage of Miss Herriot and

Miss Patersou, . . • . 210 10

7. Travelling and other expenses of party to

Southampton, freight of luggage, &c. , . 29 3 6

8. Medicines, books, and incidental ex-

penses, . . •

ri 1
' -/ 5 9

9. Extra premium paid on Rev. G. Cock-

bum and Dr M'Farlane's policies for

foreign residence, . • • 20

1354 15

1179 2 10

980

2637 12 9

1490 14 3

Carry forward, £14,975 16 1
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Brought forward, £14,975 16 1

2. Allowances to Missionaries at home

—

1. To Mr J. Wilson,.... £274 14
2. To Mr J. W. Fleming, . . . 26 13 4

301 7 4
3. Extra premiums of assurance on the lives of Missionaries for

foreign residence, in so far as paid by the Committee, . 90 7 10
4. Travelling Expenses of Members of Committee, . . 74 7 2
5. Allowances to Students to attend Universities, . . 77 10
6. Expense of distributing ' Missionary Record,' . . . 28 13 10
7. Printing, Advertising, and Stationery

—

1. Report to General Assembly, including copies for
Volume of Reports, and proportion of expense of
binding Volume, . . . £(36 14 6

2. Expense of printing and despatching
Annual Collection Notices, . . 62 5 10

3. General Printing, Advertisinir, and
Stationery,

8. Share of Expenses of Schemes' Office

—

1. Salaries of Collector, Clerk, and OflBcer, .

2. Taxes, Coals, Gas, &c.,

3. Books, Printing, and Stationery, .

4. Postages and Incidents,

9. Miscellaneous and Incidental Expenses—

•

1. Secretary's Postages,
2. Correspondents' Postages,
3. Incidental Exf)enses,

4. Premium on Treasurer's guarantee policy,

10. Expenses of Management

—

1. Salary to Secretary and Treasurer, in' so far as charge-
able against the General Scheme, . £125

2. Auditor and Accountant's Fee, . . 19 11 4

45 11
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II. INVALID AND RETIRING FUND.

CHARGE.
I. Funds on hand at 31st December 1878

Per last Abstract,
To which add ^jroceeds of £3300, Royal Bank Stock, hitherto

entered sejjarately in the State of Funds, but now realised,

II. Income for the Year 1879—

1. Interest

—

1. On £6000 Glasgow Improvement Company's Deben-
ture

—

For year to Martinmas 1879, less tax, . £249 13 10

2. On £1000 Glasgow Corporation Debenture—
For year to Martinmas 1879, less tax, . 39 3 4

3. On Deposit receipts, . . . 118 7 1

4. On Bank Account Current, . . 10 10 9

. £10,065 9 G

675G 11

2. Feu-duty from 16th August 1879, the date of

investment, to Martinmas 1879, less tax,

3. Subscription from Blantyre, East Africa,

Sum of the CHARGE,

£417 15

98 19 1

1 U

517 14 ]

£17,339 14 7

DISCHARGE.
I. Aixowances to Widows op Missionaries—

1. To Mrs SheriflF, . . . .

2. To Mrs Ogilvie, . . . .

3. To Mrs Matheson, . . . .

II. Allowances to Retired Missionaries-

1. To Rev. J. Anderson, .

2. To Miss Macfarlane,

III. Allowance to Mr Thomas Scott as Honorary and Con-
sulting Treasurer,

IV. Salary to Treasurer, in so far as chargeable against
this Fund, ....

V. Funds on hand at 31st December 1879—

1. Sum invested in purchase of feu-duties in Glasgow, including

expenses,

2. Do. in Debenture Bond of Glasgow Improve-
ment Trust, . . . . ,

3. Do. in do. of Glasgow Corporation,

4. Do. due by General Fund,
5. Balance due by British Linen Co. on account

current, ....
Less balance due to Treasurer,

Sum of the DISCHARGE,
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STATE OF FUNDS as at 31st DECEMBER 1879.

I. General Funds—
1. Loan to Messrs Cowan & Sons on HeritaWe Security,

2. Floating Balance due to the Scheme at 31st December 1879,
as per foregoing Abstract, .....
From which fall to be deducted

—

Murray Fund, .... £1911
AfHeckFund, . . . . 837 5 9
Mr Buist's Donations, specially allocated, 3500
Balance of Special Contributions for East
African Mission, . . . . 14C9 15

£12,000

967 1 9

£12,907 1 9

Note.—The expenses of the China Mission have ex-
ceeded the contributions by £777, lis. 4d.

II. Invalid and Retiring Fund—
Amount of Funds at 31st December 1879, as per foregoing

Abstract, .......
III. Special Funds—

1. Murray Fund

—

Amount thereof now realised and merged in General Funds
of the Committee,

Crichton and Wilson Fund

—

Two Debenture Bonds of the Ontario Sav-
ings and Investment Co., p. £1000 and
£500,

Affleck Fund-
Amount thereof now realised and merged in

the General Funds of the Committee,
Mr Buist's Special Donations

—

For Vernacular Education, . £500
To encourage and aid Preach-

ers to become Missionaries, 500
To be employed at discretion

of Convener, . . . 2500

Balance of Special Contributions for

African Mission,
East

7718 9

£5249 1

16,973 1 3

£1911

1500

837 5 9

3500

1469 15
9218 9

Note.—There are no special investments representing
Nos. 4 and 5—the Funds are included in the General
Funds of the Committee, as shown above.

£31,440 3

Prepared and submitted by

GEORGE MURRAY, Auditor.

42 Castle Street, Edinburgh,

April 1880.
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REPORT.

The Committee make the usual classification of the details

of their work during 1879.

I. Mission Stations.

At the request of parish ministers and presbyteries, they

voted £1555 to 51 Mission Stations, with an attendance

of 6425, and 1850 communicants. 25 of the agents thus

subsidized were either ministers or licentiates, and 26 either

students of divinity or persons whose qualifications for

Mission work were duly attested. Every occupant of a

Mission Station is required to visit from house to house in

the district assigned to him, to hold stated diets of worship

with the people under his care, and to endeavour to form
them into a Christian congregation, which will be transferred

from the room or hall in which it has been collected to a new
church. Neglect of these requirements involves the forfeiture

of a grant. That Mission Stations when properly served

are productive of most beneficial results a few examples will

clearly prove :

—

(1.) Burnbanh, Hamilton.—The opening up of another

coal-field at Burnbank, near Hamilton, has caused the influx

of a large population from the older colliery districts. Within
the last three or four years a new suburb has thus grown up,

containing from 3000 to 4000 inhabitants, consisting chiefly

of miners and others depending on the coal industry. Two
years ago, a licentiate was appointed as missionary in the

district, and Sabbath morning and evening services were con-

ducted at first in a cottage rented for the purpose, and, after

six months, in the reading-room of a temperance coffee house.
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An attendance of from 20 to 30 has grown into a con-

gregation of about 100, with two Sunday Schools, having

nearly 300 scholars and 24 teachers; a Bible Class; a Church

Temperance Society; a Congregational Penny Savings Bank;

a weekly Prayer Meeting; and two weekly Cottage Meetings,

which are invariably crowded. The collections at the Sunday

services have amounted during the past year to £20, 6s. Id.

When the communion was first dispensed at Burnbank, eight

months after the Mission was opened, there were only 26

communicants, but there is now a communion roll of 99, of

whom 48 brought certificates from other parishes, and 51

were admitted after examination and instruction. In Juno

of last year, the necessity of a permanent place of worship

having become pressing, the ministers and session of Hamil-

ton resolved, notwithstanding the pecuniary depression of the

times, to attempt the erection of a suitable church. Their

appeal was generously responded to, and by the end of August

the whole sum necessary had been secured. Upwards of

£700 was raised by the friends of the Church in the town

and neighbourhood ; this Committee voted its largest grant

;

£600 was obtained from the Baird Trust, and a liberal

donation from the Ferguson Bequest. An encouraging

feature, at the commencement of the enterprise, was the pro-

mise of £75 from the Mission congregation, to be raised by

weekly instalments, of which more than £30 has been already

paid. A free site in a favourable position having been gene-

rously given by J. C. Burns, Esq. of Glenlee, plans were

prepared for a neat church with 388 sittings, to cost about

£2200, which, it is expected, will be opened free of debt before

next winter.

(2.) Menstrie, Logic.—The village of Menstrie, in which,

and its immediate neighbourhood, there is a popula-

tion of more than 1000, is two and a-half miles from the

parish church. From the time of his induction in 1872, the

present parish minister conducted service every alternate

Sabbath evening in the village school-room. It soon became
evident that something more was required, and therefore, in

order that all parties might be convinced of the need of a

church, he began in 1877 to preach at Menstrie every Sab-

bath afternoon. These services were so well attended that

the kirk-session resolved upon building a church, as the

parish church was full to overflowing. The first thing done,

after receiving promises of support from this Committee, was
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to appoint a licentiate to preach regularly, and to visit in

the district. After considerable delay a site was procured.

Building grants having been voted by the Baird Trustees and

by this Committee, and Mr Alex. Macnab, the resident elder

of the district, having given £100 towards the same object,

a handsome church with 450 sittings was erected, and opened

for public worship on the 26th February last. A good many
sittings are already let, the average attendance exceeds 200,

and the Sabbath School has 100 scholars.

(3.) Possil Park, Glasgoiu.—This station is thus described

in a report of the Glasgow Church Extension Association,

issued in July 1877 :

" Towards the close of last report reference Avas made to the dis-

" trict of PossilJPark as being one in which church accominodatiou
" was urgently needed. Your Committee had selected a suitable

" site and made arrangements for acquiring it. They have since

" got plans of a permanent church and relative hall prepared, and
" submitted to the superior for approval. His approval was
" accorded, but in consequence of the financial position of the

" Association, the finance committee did not see their way to

" authorise even the cost of erecting the hall, as a means of begin-
" ning operations. While deliberating on this subject, your Com-
" mittee learned that a few parties, resident or otherwise interested

" in the locality, had formed themselves into a local committee, and
" had obtained from one of their number the use of a vacant shop
" for holding meetings and devotional services, and that under their

" auspices services were there being conducted by such ministers as

" they could get to officiate. That local committee, having come to

" learn what your Committee had been contemplating, sought and
*' obtained a conference. This enabled your Committee more fully to

" explain to the deputation what they had in view. The deputation
" agreed to convene a meeting of their local committee, which they
" subsequently did, and the result was a request that your Com-
" mittee would, in the meantime, take up and provide for services

" being conducted in the premises so used. Aftor a further con-
" ference, your Committee agreed to do so, and to look out for a
" suitable person to act as a missionary. In pursuance of this

" arrangement, the mission premises have been enlarged by the re-

" moval of some partitions, so as to be capable of accommodating
" 150 or thereby. The owner of the premises, who is one of the
" local conunittee, has liberally allowed the alterations to be made,
" without asking increased rent, and solely on condition of being
" relieved of the cost of the operation. Several candidates for the
" office of missionary have made application, and a sub-committee
•'* has been appointed with power to make a selection."
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The Association's next report, dated March 1879, resumes
the history of the station, as folloAvs :

" Shortly after tlie last report, a missionary was appointed, and
" although the mission premises had heen enlarged hy the removal
" of a partition, it was soon found that greater accommodation had
" hecome indispensable. With the view of providing the same, it

" was idtimately resolved to proceed with the erection of a perman-

.

" ent hall, on a portion of the site which had heen acquhed, the
" extent thereof being sufficient both for the hall and a permanent
" church. Your Committee were tlie more readily induced to adopt
" this course because of the energy and zeal of the members of the
" local committee, who undertook to raise .£500 towards the cost of
" the hall. Although they have not yet succeeded in raising so
" much, the local committee have made considerable progress. The
" estimated cost of the hall is between £1000 and £1100."

The hall has since been erected, and is occupied by a con-

gregation with an ordained missionary, who now states that

the population of the district is about 5500 ; that the hall

contains 286 sittings, and has a vestry and session-room

attached ; that at the second dispensation of the communion
in October last, there were 194 members on the roll ; that

the Sabbath School has 21 teachers and 296 scholars ; that

there is on Sabbath evenings a Bible Class of 36, and that

the proposed church, with 936 sittings, is much needed, as, if

work gets plentiful, the present accommodation is likely to

be insufficient.

II. Mission Churches.

The Committee, last year, responded to applications from
parish ministers and presbyteries with votes of £3125 to

78 Mission Churches, having 16,900 attendants, and 10,023

communicants. A Mission Church in which public worship
is not regularly conducted by a minister or licentiate—in

which the Lord's Supper is not dispensed—which fails to

promote the social, moral, and religious interests of the in-

habitants of the territory attached to it, and which is not

likely to be endowed and erected into a Parish Church,
the Committee consider undeserving of support. With such
Mission Churches as the undernoted, they deal as liberally as

their funds permit :

—

(1.) Heatherlie, Selkirk.—In the year 1863, a new Parish
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Church was opened in Selkirk. Seated for 1100, it was
more than sufficient to accommodate the existinsf congrega-
tion. So great, however, was the development of the local

industry—manufacture of tweeds—for some years after that

date, and so rapid the consequent growth of the popu-
lation, that the church was soon found to be too small, and
it became evident that, if the Church of Scotland was to do
her duty by the parish, a Chapel of Ease must be provided.

Accordingly it was resolved to erect an additional church
as soon as the number on the communion roll rose

above 1000. This stage was reached in the spring of

1874, when the membership of the church was 1027. By
that time, so evident had the need for additional accommo-
dation become, that, when a subscription for a building fund
was opened, a ready and liberal response was made by the
Selkirk congregation, and numerous large donations were
received from persons outside the congregation, including the

Duke of Buccleuch, an heritor in the parish ; the late Mr
Whitelaw, M.P. ; the late Mr Ogilvy, W.S., of Hartwood-
myres, &c., &c. Grants were obtained from this Committee,
and from the Baird Trust. In addition to a subscription of

£50, Sir John Murray, of Philiphaugh, granted, at a moder-
ate feu-duty, an eligible site for church and manse in a
rapidly growing suburb of Selkirk ; and the erection of the
handsome building now known as Heatherlie Church was
proceeded with. The church, seated for over 600, and built

at a cost of nearly £4000, was opened in February 1877.
Upwards of half the sittings were at once taken, and nearly

230 communicants transferred their names from the parish

church to Heatherlie. For the first year, and while the
congregation was forming, ordinances were maintained by
the parish minister and his assistant ; but in January 1878
a minister was settled in the church, from which period its

prosperity has been most gratifying. At present 383 sittings

are let ; there are 337 on the communion roll ; and the
amount reported to the Christian Liberality Committee as

contributed during 1879 is £251, 2s. Id. The Sabbath
School and Bible Class are numerous, and the attendance at

both diets of worship has been large and steady. The history

of Heatherlie Church shows how much need there was for

Church Extension in Selkirk ; for in this instance there has
been no creation of a new congregation at the expense of an
old one. The blanks made in the Parish Church have been
filled up, and on its roll there are at present 1033 names,—

a
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number larger than when the first steps were taken for the

erection of a Chapel of Ease. Those who form the congre-

gation of Heatherlie could not at present, by any possibility,

find accommodation in the Parish Church ; and their number

marks the growth of the Church in Selkirk during the

last five years. The endowment of Heatherlie is now in

view. Arrangements are already made for a Bazaar of ladies'

work, to be held in Selkirk in October, the proceeds of which,

with grants from the Endowment Committee and from the

Baird" Trust, it is hoped, will enable the managers at once

to go into the Court of Teinds. Once established as a parish

church, with a district attached to it, Heatherlie will not

only be a permanent addition to the strength of the Church

of Scotland, but, for generations, a centre of blessing to a

large population.

(2.) Cleland, SJiotts.—This neat and comfortable church

was opened on the 22nd September 1878, under very favour-

able auspices. It is situated in the west end of the parish of

Shotts,—distant about five miles from the Parish Church,

—

and has been the result of Mission operations, carried on so

successftilly there as to warrant a more permanent provision

for the spiritual wants of the people. Immediately after the

opening of Cleland Church a minister was ordained to it, and

the result has been all that was anticipated. The church

is built for 520, with provision for such a gallery as may
be needed on increase of population. At once a large number

of sittings were taken, and at last period of letting upwards

of 200 were let. The attendance during the day service

averao-es 300 in favourable weather, and there is a com-

munion roll of 165. The revenue from seat rents last year

amounted to £68, 12s. Not including the opening collection,

which exceeded £70, and was applied to the building fund,

the ordinary church-door collections were £63. In addition,

the Home Mis.sion received £2, 10s ; the Endowment Scheme,

£2 ; while £5, 10s. was contributed for the Sabbath School,

which has a roll of 150 children, with an average attendance

of 120 scholars, and 9 teachers. There is a well attended

Bible Class; the district is regularly visited; and weekly

Prayer Meetings are held in different houses. On the

Sabbath there is a forenoon diet of worship in the church, and,

in the evening, another diet either thei'e or in an outlying

village. The church was built at a cost of upwards of £3100,

towards which grants were given by this Committee, the
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Baird Trust, and the Ferguson Bequest Trustees. Handsome
contributions were made by the trustees of the church, the

heritors of the parish, and other well-known friends of Church
Extension. Liberal subscriptions were also received from
the people themselves, who have all along manifested a deep
interest in the affairs of the Mission. With a view to endow-
ment, should trade revive, the feu-duty has been redeemed
on very favourable terms.

(3.) Oatlands, Govern.—Oatlands is a large and densely

populated portion of the parish of Govan, within the south-

eastern district of the city of Glasgow. Shortly after his induc-

tion, the present minister of Govan selected it as a suitable field

for missionary enterprise, and for many months frequently

officiated there. In 187G the Kirk-Session secured, in a
central locality (at a cost of £1900, with an annual feu-duty

of £96), a commodious site, on a portion of which a temporary
church was erected. Towards that fabric £250 was voted by
this Committee, on the usual conditions. A constitution for

the charge as a Chapel of Ease was obtained in the following

year, and there is now an ordained minister, with a committee
of session and a board of management. The church has

about 500 sittings, of which more than one-half are let, while,

in terms of the constitution, a certain proportion is reserved

for the poor. There are 337 communicants, of Avhom 220
communicated at the last dispensation of the Lord's Supper

;

and the average attendance at the principal diet of worship
is 450. Public worship is held every Sabbath forenoon

and afternoon, and there is a monthly evening service. The
Sabbath School has 305 scholars, and 36 teachers. There
are also, weekly, a Prayer Meeting, conducted by the minister

and elders, for people in their working clothes ; a minister's

Bible Class ; a Preparatory Class for Sabbath School teachers,

and a class for the practice of Psalmody, all of which are largely

attended. A valuable addition was recently made to the

committee of session and board of management, and
vigorous aid has been rendered voluntarily in the various

departments of Parochial and Congregational work by 64
members of the church, who are distributed thus (some
holding more than one office) :—Elders, 6 ; Managers,

6 ; Sabbath School Teachers, 36 ; Lady Visitors, 6 ; Dis-

trict Collectors, 15. The district has been divided into

six sections, to each of which an elder, visitor, and collectors

have been assigned. During the past eight months the
N
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minister has baptised 41 infants, and has admitted 64
communicants—15 on examination and 49 by certificate.

While the congregation has thus considerably increased, the

revenue of the church has been seriously affected by the

great depression in trade—many of the members formerly in

good circumstances having been reduced to great destitution

through long want of employment. As the Govan Kirk-
Session have been compelled to withdraw all pecuniary sup-

port from Oatlands (with the exception of the payment of

the annual feu-duty), this Committee has made a grant to-

wards the maintenance of ordinances, but it is not anticipated

that such aid will be required for more than another year.

The district of Oatlands is admirably adapted for endowed
territorial Avork.

III. Church Building.

The Committee have to report 13 church building votes,

amounting to £2435, 15s., and insuring an addition of 3710
sittings to the accommodation of the National Church, at a

cost of more than £20,000. The Committee sometimes con-

tribute towards the erection of temporary places of worship,

constructed of iron or wood, and, in these cases, receive an
obligation from those locally interested that, when no longer

used according to the original destination, the structures

shall be sold, and the Committee, if possible, repaid their

contributions out of the proceeds of the sales. All permanent
churches which the Committee aid in building are inalienably

attached to the Church of Scotland by feudal titles render-

ing it impossible to burden the fabrics with debt. The
particulars of the Church Building Grants last year may be
briefly stated.

(1.) Abbey CJturch, Arbroath.—This church was built in

1796, and endowed in 1869. Having fallen into disrepair, it

was renovated in a way which secured an addition of 80

sittings. Towards this enlargement, the Committee voted

£50.

(2.) Bernera, Uig.—Fifty years ago, the island of Bernera

had a church, sometimes supplied by the parish minister, and
at other times by a preacher. Latterly, however, it became un-

fit for use, and the islanders had no place of worship belonging
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to any denomination. They could not reach their parish

church without a sea voyage of seven miles and a land journey

of upwards of three miles. Recently, it was determined to

erect a place of worship in Bernera, where the Church of

Scotland has many adherents, among whom a resident

missionary officiates. Being satisfied that the proposed

church was really needed, and that the people were very

poor, and unable to do much for themselves, the Committee
voted their maximum grant of £219, for a building to contain

292 sittings.

(3.) Bluevale, Glasgoiv.—This church was built mainly
through the exertions of the late Dr Macleod, and is situated

in a poor and populous locality. It was afterwards endowed,
and became so full that enlargement was resolved upon. In
consideration of all the circumstances, the Committee felt

warranted in assigning to Bluevale a grant of £90, on being
certified that 140 additional sittings would be rendered
available.

(4.) Burnhank, Hamilton.—The circumstances of Burn-
bank are described under the head of Mission Stations. It

is only necessary to add that the Committee's grant amounts
to £283, 10s., for a church which will accommodate 378
sitters.

(.5.) Craigellachie, Aberlour.—A building erected twelve
or fourteen years ago, and used as a chapel and school, by a
dissenting denomination, having come into the market, was
purchased as a preaching station by the minister of Aberlour,

from whose church Craigellachie is upwards of two miles

distant. On the certification of the Presbytery of the bounds
that a place of worship would be useful in the locality, and
on obtaining a proper feudal title, the Committee made a

grant of £58, the number of sittings being IIG.

(6.) Gilconiston, Aberdeen.—This Church was erected in

1771, and endowed in 18.52. Having fallen into a dilapidated

condition, it has been almost entirely rebuilt, and the num-
ber of sittings increased by 2G2. Being assured that the
congregation had done their utmost to defray the expense
incurred, which amounted to £3000, the Committee voted
them £196, 10s.
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(7.) Glenlivet.—This church was lately repaired, and 156

sittings added to its accommodation at a cost of £900. To
show their approval of the enterprise thus undertaken by a

comparatively poor congregation in a rural district, the Com-
mittee made a grant of £117.

(8.) Govan Gaelic, Glasgoiu.—In this case, a gallery with

139 sittings was inserted, as the labours of a zealous minister

rendered an increase of accommodation desirable. Notwith-

standing the extreme depression of trade, those locally

interested showed commendable liberality, and the Com-
mittee responded to their appeal for aid with a grant of

£69, 10s.

(9.) Inverallan, Grantoiun.—This recently endowed parish

is in need both of a better and larger church and of a suitable

manse. Towards the latter object (which Avell deserves the

liberal support of generous Churchmen) the Committee cannot

contribute ; but they have granted £189 for a proposed ad-

dition to the church of 252 sittings.

(10.) Portohello.—The parish church of Portobello, which

was wholly unsuited to the population of the parish, has been

lately enlarged to the extent of 306 sittings, at a cost of

£2640. The Committee have given £150 for the increased

accommodation.

(11.) Diimhiedykes, St Cuthhert's.—This is a most in-

teresting case of church extension. For a number of years

there was an iron church in the locality, but it latterly be-

came so dilapidated as to be unfit for use. The surrounding

population is dense, and mainly consists of respectable

operatives, earning a fair livelihood, but wholly unable to

provide themselves with a suitable place of worship. Some
o-enerous Churchmen connected by business and other asso-

ciations with the district, having commenced the erection of a

stone church, to contain 875 sittings, the Committee felt that

no more clamant call for aid could be made upon them, and

voted their maximum grant of 15s. a sitting, amounting to

£656, 5s. Those who desire the social, moral, and religious

welfare of the working men of Edinburgh may well regard with

the deepest interest the building of this new church, which, it

is hoped, will be speedily endowed.

(12). St Paul's, Greenock.—The town of Greenock has
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been extending rapidly to the west, and the distance of many
of the dwelling-houses in that quarter from their parish

church renders it impossible for the inhabitants to be regular

in their attendance. The friends of the Church in Greenock
therefore decided to build a new stone church, and in the
meantime to erect a comfortable and substantial iron

church, close to the site on which the stone building is to

be reared. A numerous and influential congregation has
been collected, and is now served by an ordained minister,

who resigned a desirable country parish in the south of Scot-

land that he might enter on the new sphere of work offered

to him. There is every reason to hope that in a very short

time a stone edifice will be provided. Meanwhile the Com-
mittee, on their usual conditions as to iron structures, have
made a grant of £290 for 580 sittings. This iron church is

exceptionally comfortable, and its erection is likely to be pro-

ductive of most beneficial effects.

(13.) Sheuchan.—A gallery, accommodating 134 additional

sitters, has been inserted in Sheuchan Parish Church, which
was endowed about ten years ago. The congregation having
done well in providing an excellent manse since the church
was endowed, and in meeting the expense of enlargement,

the Committee aided them with a grant of £67.

IV. Mrs Williams' Bequest.

Each successive year the Committee find more and more
useful this excellent lady's munificent bequest of £5000, for
" the payment of missionaries and scripture-readers of the
" Church of Scotland, employed in promoting religious in-
" struction and education in the Highlands and Islands." The
£200 of interest annually derived from her Fund, the

Committee continue to disburse according to the system ap-

proved of by the General Assembly of 1876. Last year's

balance-sheet is appended :

—

Balance in the Committee's hands at 31st

December 1878, £2 13 8

Interest, less income-tax, on bequest of

£5000, received at Whitsunda,y and Martinmas

1879, 195 16 8

Total charge, £198 10 4
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Paid during 1879 :

—

Burray,

Keills, Islay,

Kilmaluag,

Lochinver,

North Walls,

Olnafirth,

Papa Stour,

Skerries, .

Uig Mission, Lewis,

£60
28 5

15

13

20
20
20
15

10

201 5

Leaving a balance against this fund of . £2 14 8

Churches Endowed.

The following churches, which received from the Commit-
tee the grants here specified, were endowed in 1879, and are

no longer on the Home Mission Scheme :

—

1. Barrowfield, Glasgow, .

2. Braemar, Crathie,

3. Brown Street, Blairgowrie,

4. Ferryhill, Aberdeen,

5. Hillside, Montrose,

G. Kilry, Glenisla, .

7. Rosemount, Aberdeen,

The Committee's income for last year consisted of the sub-

joined items :

—

Church - door Collections and Parochial

Associations, .....
Donations, ......
Lay Association, &c., ....
Interest, ......
Legacy by the late Henry George Watson,

Esq., C.A., . £1000
Do., Thomas Elder Mac-

Ritchie, Esq., W.S., 810
Do., Miss White, 24 Royal

Terrace, Edinburgh, 500

. £40
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The Act of last General Assembly appointing collections for

the Schemes of the Church contains the following sentence :

—

" Further, the General Assembly instruct the several Commit-
tees for which collections have been appointed, to bring up to

next General Assembly a list of the several parishes from

which no collections or parochial contributions have been re-

ceived, in order that next General Assembly may, if it see fit,

adopt such measures as to its wisdom may appear suitable for

dealing with any ministers who may disobey the General As-

sembly by refusing to give their people an opportunity of

complying with the injunction of the Supreme Court of the

Church." In obedience to this instruction, the Committee
have prepared the required list, which they now lay on the

table of the Assembly. They have thought it advisable to

abstain from printing the list, as they have reason to believe

that there were many cases in which the collection (which was
fixed for so late a date as the 14th of December) was made,
though not remitted before the close of the accounts for 1879.

There can be no doubt that if every parish in Scotland

annually contributed to the funds of the Committee, their

treasury would be greatly enriched, provided the contributions

were of suitable amount. The exigencies of Home Mission

enterprise, however, demand the exercise of genuine Christian

liberality on the part of the Scottish people ; and stinted re-

sponses to the Committee's collection appeals will not enable

them to perform the work to which they are called. It was
with difficulty that they paid their grants, last year, and yet

avoided falling into debt. Being resolved not to contract

obligations which they were unlikely to be able to meet, they

reduced their expenditure in the support of Missionaries, and
made their promises of aid in Church Building conditional on

the requisite money being in their coffers when the edifices

were completed. Now that the trade of the country is re-

viving, they anticipate that there will be greater local efforts

in behalf of Church Extension than were possible last

year, and that the applications for assistance from the Home
Mission funds will be more numerous. The Committee, there-

fore, are in urgent need of bountiful gifts from all the congre-

gations of the Church. They cherish the hope that they

will ere long, annually receive, from every parish in Scotland,

a suitable remittance. They are well aware that some
numerous congregations, in which there is a large amount of

Christian life, are really unable to give much towards the

support of Mission work beyond their own spheres ; and the

contributions from such congregations—however small

—
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the Committee heartily welcome. All that they desire is

that the duty of striving to promote the cause of Christ in

the world, by pecuniary gifts as well as by prayer, should be
universally recognised, and that " every man, according as
" he purposeth in his heart, should give, not grudgingly, or
" of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful giver."

Surely if there be any department of Christian work which
should commend itself to every lover of his country and his

Church, it is that which is prosecuted by the Committee.
Thousands and tens of thousands of the Scottish people have
been brought by the Home Mission under the influence of

scriptural truth of which they Avere previously ignorant, and
have been led to live soberly, righteously, and godly in the

world. Deplorable would have been the deficiency of religious

instruction and pastoral superintendence in many of our cities,

large towns, and mining and manufacturing districts, if the

Home Mission Committee had not aided in providing addi-

tional ministers and missionaries. Inestimable are the services

to the cause of morality and religion and social order now
rendered by not a few prosperous quoad sacra parish churches,

Avhich received, from the Home Mission funds, building grants,

and also, till they became self-supporting, grants towards the

maintenance of their ministers. The scheme for which the

Committee plead has established an irresistible claim to the

Christian Liberality of the Church by the vast amount of good
which it has achieved.

Last year, the grave closed on the mortal remains of a man
Avho had done more to promote Home Mission enterprise in

connection with the Church of Scotland than any of his con-

temporaries. Not merely in the vicinity of his own residence,

but throughout the whole of Scotland, the late Mr Whitelaw,
M.P. for Griasgow, was incessantly striving to render the

National Church commensurate with the population for whose
benefit it had been established. To this object he devoted an
amount of money, of precious time, and of anxious thought
which only his intimate friends could in any degree appre-

ciate. While himself, without asking extraneous aid, build-

ino- churches and maintaininsf missionaries or ministers in

places at which he either had property or was an employer of

labour, he generously tendered handsome contributions to

Home Mission work, whenever he believed it to be required.

His removal in the prime of life the Committee regard as a
great loss to the cause entrusted to them by the Church, and
they desire to pay this tribute of respect to his memory.

o
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" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." Many valuable human
coadjutors having been taken from them by death, the Com-
mittee beseech the fervent prayers of the Church, that the

everlasting God, whose gracious kindness in the past they

gratefully acknowledge, may continue to vouchsafe them the

success which He alone can command. Feeling that without

Him they can do nothing, and that with Him on their side

they can do all things, they entreat, from every minister and
congregation in the Church of Scotland, earnest intercession

at the Throne of Grace for the outpouring of His Spirit on
themselves and their agents, as well as on those among whom
their work is conducted. These petitions will draw down
from heaven showers of blessing which will make the Home
Mission field cultivated by our Church, as the garden of the

Lord, full of goodly plants bringing forth the fruits of right-

eousness unto the glory and praise of God.

In name of the Committee,

K. M. PHIN, Convener.
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EXTRACT DELIVERANCE of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY

of the CHURCH OF SCOTLAND on the. FOREGOING

REPORT.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-fifth day of May, One Thousand

Eight Hundred and Eighty,

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted, inter alia, tlie Assembly called for the Eeport

of the Home Mission Committee, which was given in and read by

Dr Phin, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to—That the General As-

sembly approve of the Report, record their thanks to the Convener

and the Committee, and re-appoint the Committee, with power to

sub-commit and add to their number ; Dr Phin to be Convener.

Although the revenue for the past year has been considerably less

than that of 1878, which was exceptionally large, owing to a princely

donation and to a special collection then made for church extension,

yet the Assembly are gratified to learn that the most reliable source

of income, being that derived from Collections and Parochial Asso-

ciations, has not failed the Committee during a period of almost

unexampled commercial depression, and that the entire revenue is

far beyond that of any year which preceded 1874.

The General Assembly anew commend the Home Mission Scheme

to the Christian liberality and fervent prayers of the Church.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland, by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Ecd. Scot.
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APPENDIX.—No. 1.

YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 1879.

Note.—The following Statistics are taken from the Certified Schedules of Appli-

cation submitted to the Committee at the time the grants wei'e voted. " IMinister's

Salai-y" is, in every case, inclusive of the gi'ant ijaid by the Committee. The "Com-
municants " column shows the number actuaUi/ present when the Lord's Supper was
dispensed. The average attendance at the principal diet of Public Worship is given.

I. Mission Churches.

Mission Church.

1. Advie
2. Annbank
3. Armadale
4. Auchengray
5. Auchmithie
6. Banton
7. Bealuchantiue ...

8. Blackbraes
9. Blairdaff

10. Boarhills
11. Boddam
12. Bridge of AVeir...

13. Burray
14. Calderbank
15. CarstairsJunctiou
16. Cleland
17. Clepington
18. Condorrat
19. Cowcaddens, )

Gaelic ... )

20. Craigiebuckler <

21. Crown Street ...

22. Dalmarnock
23. Dalziel Chapel ||...

24. Dinnet
25. Duntocher
26. East Park
27. Elchies
28. Elder Street

29. Fergushill
30. Flotta
31. Forth
32. Freuchiell

Pai'ish.

Cromdale
Tarbolton
Bathgate
Carnwath
St Vigeans
Kilsyth
Killean
Polmont
Ch. of Garioch...

St Andrews
Peterhead
Kilbarchan
S. Ronaldshay ...

OldMonkland...
Carstairs

Shotts
Dundee
Cumbernauld . .

.

St Columba

Banchory-De- )

venick ... )

Gorbals
Calton
Dalziel
Aboyne
Old Kilpatrick...

Maryhill
Knockando
St Andrew's
Kilwinning
Walls & Flotta...

Carnwath
Falkland

Presbytery.
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I. Mission Chukches—Continued.

177

Mission Church.
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11. Mission Stations.

1. stations supplied by licentiates.
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II. Mission Stations—Continued.

179

2. stations supplied by non-licentiates.



APPENDIX.—No. II.

HioiMiE nv/nissionsr i^



HOME MISSION COMMITTEE. 181

APPENDIX.—No. III.

ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS,

For Year to 31st December 1879.

CHAEGE.

I.

—

Funds on hand at 31st December 1878.

Per last Abstract, .^I3>478 i8 8

II.

—

Income of the Scheme for the Year 1879.

I. General Scheme—
I. Collections and Contributions

—

From Churches and Chapels, - - ;^5,8o4 2 8

Note.—Frotn ij2 Churches no contri-

butions have been received*

From Associations,

—

Lay Association, - - ;^55 6
Other Associations, - 70
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Brought forward, ;^io,i67 9 6 ;,^I3,478 18 8

II. Church Extension Scheme—
1. Collections and Contributions

—

From Churches and Chapels ;i^286 15

From Blantyre Mission, East

Africa, - - - - I o o

From Individuals, - - 31 o o

;^3l8 15 4

2. Legacy, - - - - 100 o o

3. Interest on Account Current

with British Linen Co. Bank, 816 o

427 " 4
Total Income, 10,595 o 10

.Sum of the CHARGE, - £2^,ot2, 19 6

DISCHAEGE.

I.

—

Expenditure during the Year 1879.

I.—Grants paid by the Committee in aid of 137 Churches and

Mission Stations, £A)SS^ ^8 S

2.—Grants paid towards the Building or Enlarging of 20

Churches, 6,307 15 o

3.—Casual Grants, 249 7 6

4.—Donations towards Expense of Supplies during Vacancies

at Stations, 59 1 1 4

5.—Travelling Expenses

—

Expenses incurred by Convener in visiting

Stations, - - - - - ;^4 15 o

Do. by Missionaries, 660
II 10

6.—Expense of distributing ' Missionary Record,' ... 24 i 5

7.—Printing, Advertising, and Stationery,

—

1. Printing Report to General Assembly, including copies

for volume of Reports, - - - ^^30 11 7

2. Expense of printing 132,000 copies of

General Collection Notice, - - 64 5 3

3. Postage of do., making-up parcels, and

advertising, 39 u 3

4. General Printing, Advertising and Stationery, 29 12 9
164 o 10

8.—Share of Expenses of Schemes' Office,

—

1. Salaries of Collector, Clerk and Officer, £/\S, 16 5

2. Taxes, Coals, Gas, &c., - - - 15 11 9

3. Books, Printing and Advertising, - 5 '5 3
4. Postages and Incidents, - - - 4167

75 o o

Carryforward, ^^11,445 15 9
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9.—Miscellaneous and incidental Expenses,

—

1. Convener's and Secretary's Postages, &c.,

2. Postage, Szc, of Circular on Deficient

Supply of Ministers,

2. Miscellaneous expenses,

10. —Expenses of Management,

—

1. Salary to Secretary,

2. Expenses incurred to Law Agent,

3. Auditor and Accountant's Fees,

—

1. For General Fund, ^^24 16
2. For Church Extension

Fund, - - - 6 6

it forward
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Extract Deliverance of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland on the following Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-first day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Colonial Com-
mittee, which was given in by Rev. Robert H. Muir, the Convener.

Thereafter Dr Sprott, deputy from the last General Assembly to

Canada, addressed the Assembly.
It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,—The General Assembly ap-

prove of the Report of the Colonial Committee, and hereby renew the

record of their <;ordial sympathy with the spiritual destitution of

their fellow-countrymen abroad, and of their earnest desire to be

enabled by the Church more widely and effectually to promote the

religious interests of Scottish Presbyterians in distant lands.

The General Assembly recognise with much concern the necessity

which has been laid upon the Colonial Committee, by the state of their

funds, to retrench their expenditure ; and while thankfully acknow-
ledging the gracious care of the great Head of the Church in the relief

from indebtedness expected from the munificent bequest of the late

James Buist, Esquire, Law Park, St Andrews, the Assembly approve

generally of the arrangements the Committee had prt)posed, before that

bequest was known, for bringing their future expenditure within what,

from the experience of the past, appears to be their probable income
;

and in regard to all Canadian grants, instruct the Committee to carry

out the resolutions of last General Assembly—viz., 1. That the grants

to Queen's College shall be reduced by the sum of £100 per annum
until the vote be extinguished; 2. That the grant to the Divinity Hall

in Halifax shall cease after two years; and 3. That a,ll operations in

connection with organised congregations in the older settlements in

the Maritime Provinces and in Quebec and Ontario be wound up as

speedily as is possible, with a due regard to the circumstances of each

case, and that in future grants in aid of Colonial Mission work in Can-
ada be confined to the temporary assistance required by new settle-

ments and provinces.

The General Assembly, in view of the wide extent and great import-

ance of the Mission work intrusted to the care of the Colonial Com-
mittee, resolve to communicate an extract of this Minute to every

minister of the Church, and earnestly entreat his co-operation in bring-

ing the claims of the Committee's work before the members of his

congregation, in order to a great increase in their liberality for its

support. The General Assembly apjioint the ministers and elders re-

commended in the Report of the Joint Committee, as the Committee
on this scheme for next year.

The Convener having resigned his Convenership, the Moderator
expressed to Mr Muir the deep regret of the house at his ressignation

of a position which he had so long honourably filled, and appointed the
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following Committee to confer with the Colonial Committee as to the

appointment of a Convener, and to report to a future diet of the As-

sembly, with power to them to meet during the sitting of the Assembly,

viz. :—Mr Murray, Mr Dalrymple, Dr Dickson, Mr Macleod, St Ste-

phen's, Dr Story, the Agent, Mr J. W. Barty ; Dr Chrystal, Convener.

Dr Phin, Convener, then gave in the Report of the Sub-Committee

of the Colonial Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,—The General Assembly ap-

prove of the Report of the Colonial Committee, in so far as it relates

to the department of the Sub-Committee on Army and Navy Chap-

lains ; instruct the Colonial Committee to reappoint the Sub-Com-
mittee, Dr Phin, Convener, and with the instructions and powers

committed to them by previous General Assemblies ; renew the ex-

pression of their cordial sympathy with Scottish Presbyterians in the

British army and navy, and record their continued resolution to aid

in promoting their religious interests.

Thereupon it was moved and seconded, that it be an instruction to

the Committee, that the usual grant to ministers of the Church of

Scotland acting as army chaplains should be continued as long as

the work is efficiently done.

It was also moved and seconded,—That the General Assembly pro-

ceed to take up the next business on the roll.

After reasoning, the first motion was, with the consent of the house,

withdrawn, and the second motion became the judgment of the house.

Dr Crombie, Convener of the Sub-Committee of the Colonial Com-
mittee on Continental and Summer Chaplaincies, gave in the Report

of the Committee.
It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,—The General Assembly

adopt the Report of the Sub-Committee on Continental and Summer
Chaplaincies, and earnestly commend the claim of these Chaplaincies

to tlie greater liberality of the Church.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-.seventh day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee ap-

pointed to confer with the Colonial Committee, and suggest a Con-

vener.

The Report was given in and read by Dr Chrystal, Convener, to the

following effect,—That they had agreed to recommend the Rev. Dr
Gray to be Convener of the Committee, and that Dr Gray was willing

to undertake the duties of Convenership. The Assembly unanimously

adopted the recommendation of the Committee. The Assembly did.

and hereby do, appoint the Rev. Dr Gray to the office of Convener of

the Colonial Committee.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assemhly of the

Church of Scotland hij

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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THE VENEEABLE THE GENEEAL ASSEMBLY

OE THE CHUECH OE SCOTLAND,

EEPORT OF THE COLONIAL COMMITTEE

FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 1880.

In view of the fact that their financial year closed in December

last with a deficit of more than Two Tliousand Pounds, tlie Col-

onial Committee claim for their

EUNDS

the first place among all the topics demanding anxious con-

sideration from the General Assembly.

The following is the Treasurer's statement of accounts for

1879 :—
The church-door collections yielded £3384, los. 3d., being

£118, 12s. 5d. less than the previous year. Contributions from

other sources, however, raised the Committee's revenue to

£4911, lis. lOd., which, with the balance in their favour at

the beginning of the year of £2062, 10s. lOd., made their total

available funds £6974, 2s. 8d. wherewith to defray an ex-

penditure amounting to £9013, leaving the Committee to

begin the work of another year with a balance against them of

£2038, 17s. 4d.

To these statements of their Treasurer the Committee add
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the fact, reported by the Auditor of accounts, that, during 1879,

no remittances to the funds of the Assembly's Colonial ^Missions

were received from two hundred and ninety-three congre-

gations of the Church ; and in terms of the Act of last General

Assembly on Collections for the Schemes, a list of the names

of these congregations is herewith laid upon the table of the

Supreme Court. Thirty-three of the above 293 have, since the

close of the accounts, remitted collections for 1879 ; and from

102, replies more or less satisfactory have been received to a

circular inviting explanations of their failure to contribute.

It is thus only too evident that the wide extension of the

field of the Committee's operations in recent years, upon which,

doubtless, the Assembly relied, as supplying the most powerful

of all appeals for adequate support, has not been met by any

corresponding increase in the contributions of the Church.

The necessity, however painful it may be, is therefore laid

upon tlie General Assembly to accept the fact of the inade-

quate support of their Colonial Mission work, as an imperative

call everywhere throughout the wide field of their operations

at all hazards for the present to retrench.

In adopting these measures, the General Assembly cannot be

blamed for resolving upon retrenchment without due warning

to the Church. In their report to the General Assembly of

1878, the Committee pressed upon the attention of the Supreme

Court that, by the excess of expenditure over income at that

time, the balance in their favour with which 1877 commenced

had been swept away, and serious inroads had been made upon

reserved funds which the Committee had carefully husbanded

as the sheet-anchor of their operations. That state of matters

they ventured to urge upon the Assembly as causing the

Committee great uneasiness, when taken in conjunction with

the number of non - contributing congregations then steadily

increasing.

To these representations the General Assembly replied by

recommending with more than usual earnestness and anxiety

the work of the Colonial Committee to the liberal support of

the congregations of the Church, renewing their injunction to

all ministers to give their people an opportunity of contributing
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to the Comuiittee's funds. At the same time tlie Assembly

resolved, notwithstanding the Committee's representations, to

materially increase the burden on their already overtaxed

revenue ; and the Committee had to content themselves as

best they could with assurances plentifully given by the san-

guine supporters of the Assembly's resolution, that a greatly

enlarged interest and liberality would certainly come to the

relief of the Committee's increased responsibilities. The hope

was indulged that the stronger claim upon the support of the

Church, which widely extending work done supplied, would

certainly be responded to by a corresponding enlargement

of the zeal and self-sacrifice of the Church on behalf of her

Colonial Missions.

Unwilling to believe that sanguine expectations so confiding

in the missionary life of the Church could prove delusive, the

Colonial Committee persevered in their work, anxiously look-

ing for the promised support.

The total income for 1878 showed "an increase over the pre-

vious year, due, however, chiefly to a handsome anonymous

donation of a Thousand Pounds, received from a respected elder

of the Church, and to other sources of income more fluctuating

than the congregational collections ought to be." Again the

Committee found that their expenditure had exceeded their

income ; and again in their report for 1879 they ventured

to say, that " the Assembly had but to glance at the field of

their operations, as it had been surveyed by the Eeport then

laid upon their table, to enter with sympathy into the seri-

ous anxiety which such a financial statement was fitted to

awaken."

By these repeated representations which, through their

Reports to the General Assembly, have been year after year

addressed to the Church, the burdensome responsibilities of

the Committee have been so fully and clearly explained, that

the Assembly may well assume fair warning to have been

given by them to the Church at large of the inevitable result

of withholding adequate support from their Colonial Missions.

The Church cannot expect the Assembly to carry on work on

mere sanguine expectations of pecuniary aid. But neither
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against the Assembly nor against their Committee can be laid

the charge of having hastily relinquished confidence in minis-

ters and congregations. And now that farther forbearance from

accej)ting disappointment of their expectations is impossible,

the General Assembly will hear with approval that the work of

the Colonial Committee during the past year has been directed

to the watchful restriction of expenditure. Every proposal

made to them to undertake new pecuniary obligations has been

declined. All existing charges on their funds have undergone

the most searching examination with a view to their reduction.

Inquiries have been pressed for stimulating local eflbrts to make
the work aided by the Committee more than it has hitherto

been self-supporting. Grants which the Committee had will-

ingly made to the Presbyterian Churches in Queensland and

New Zealand, to assist their Home Mission work, and made all

the more freely, not only because of their faith in the good work

done, but also because the M'ant of ministers offering for service

in these Colonies had saved the funds of the Committee from

charges for outfit and passage-money,—all such grants have

meanwhile been suspended. The Presbytery of Bkitisii Col-

umbia, who hitherto received £1000 in consideration of the

peculiar difficulties of their position, have been informed that,

in jDresent circumstances, the Committee propose to vote a sum
of £500, to be allocated among the stations according to what

seem to the Presbytery to be the necessities of each case re-

quiring supplement, the Presbytery reporting to the Colonial

Committee the details of the allocation they have made. A
similar arrangement has been made as to the grants to the Pres-

bytery of PicTOU, Nova Scotia. In the light of the fact that

present pecuniary embarrassment has necessitated reductions

of expenditure so considerable in British Columbia, where the

work sustained is likely to suffer from retrenchment so much
more seriously than in older provinces of the Dominion, the Com-

mittee have felt difficulty in considering the possibility of re

duction in the grants to Queen's College and the Hall in Halifax,

which formed the subject of special resolutions by last General

Assembly, and they respectfully wait for instructions from the

Supreme Court.
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The Committee have thus attempted, at whatever sacrifice,

to prepare tlie way for such a rearrangement of their operations

as shall bring their expenditure within what they very reluc-

tantly accept as the limits of the support to be relied on from

the congregations of the Church for the prosecution of the Col-

onial Missions of the General Assembly.

At the close of a year of difficulties and perplexities so pecu-

liarly trying, the Committee were most unexpectedly cheered

by the receipt of the following communication :

—

" To the Eev. K. H. Muir,

Convener of Colonial Missions,

22 Queen Street,

Edinburgh.
" Anstruther, IQth April 1880.

" My dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in intimating to you that

the late Mr James Buist, Law Park, St Andrews, has left a fourth

part of the residue of his estate to the Colonial Scheme of the

Church of Scotland. The legacies are all payable at Martinmas

first, after which the residue will shortly be ascertained and paid

over. The estate consists of good stocks, which fall to be realised
;

and the amount, which must be very considerable, will depend on

the rise or fall of the stock forming his estate.—Yom-s sincerely,

" PniLip Oliphant."

The Assembly will unite with the Colonial Committee in

their devout thankfulness to the Head of the Church, who,

having the hearts of all men in His hand, disposed the generous

donor of this bequest to devise things so liberal on behalf of

the Missions of the Church of Scotland ; and, in recording

their sentiments of high esteem for the memory of the re-

spected elder of the Church whose death has now broken the

seal by which, during his life, he imposed silence as to his

benefactions to the Church, the Assembly will gratefully re-

member him as the anonymous donor of £1000 to the Colonial

Committee in the year 1878, when other missionary enter-

prises of the Church of Scotland also largely benefited by his

liberality.

The Committee now proceed to a cursory review of the Gen-

eral Assembly's Colonial Missions by presenting some brief ex-

tracts from recent correspondence with the several Stations.
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The correspondence of the Committee during the past year

with the Eev. William Ferguson at

CYPEUS,

bears them out in the assurance they gladly convey to the

General Assembly, that the work at this station has been most

faithfully done amid the trying fluctuations and uncertainties

necessarily incident to the present tenure of the British occu-

pation of the island.

Writing on the 22d of July last from the headquarters of the

Mission at Limasol, Mr Ferguson says :
" The encouraging

state of things at the date of my arrival has gradually become

changed from departure of people from the island, either for

good, or for a time, until a return of prosperity, expected chiefly

from the action of Government in improvement of the place.

We have now two services every Sunday, at which all the; church-

going English people (there are numbers who seem to belong to

no church) attend. From recent departures from the island

and to the hills, the audiences have become reduced to 20 and

30. Besides, there is a Bible-class, composed of boys and girls,

which Mrs Ferguson takes. I believe the authorities here value

the effort of the Church of Scotland to supply the ordinances of

religion, in common with the Church of England, to those non-

conforming to that Church. The new High Commissioner,

General Biddulph, when here recently on his way to the hills,

with his staff, attended our service. We met him frequently

both in public and in private, and he spoke very appreciatingly

of our position and arrangements."

Early in January Mr Ferguson again wrote :
" I feel sure it

will gratify you to learn that we have at length brought into

use the service of Communion plate you sent us. Yesterday

being the first Sabbath of the new year, in endeavouring to

improve the occasion, I thought it well to begin a quarterly

Communion.

"The attendance at our church yesterday was only 19, and

but 6 of us in all partook of the Communion. This was not
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SO discouraging, as I Lad only 4 at Larnaca; and at the

Church of England on Christmas Day only 4 partook. We
should have had at least two more had they not been sent on

duty to other parts of the island ; and the weather was unsuit-

able for any to come in from camp. We remembered that the

gracious promise is not to many ; and faithful to His word, the

good Lord was in the midst of us blessing and doing us good.

" I have a strong desire to be useful to the Cyprian Church,

and with a view to this I am trying to get up modern Greek
;

but this will take time. Meanwhile, I encourage those know-

ing English to attend our services—and some do regularly.

One young man, a native of Adrianople, who is anxious to

study for the ministry, took the Communion \\\i\\ us yesterday.

"As to the future of Cyprus, I suppose there need hardly be

a difference of opinion, only it is fervently to be hoped that

Government will soon get it into a full annexation. The health

of the island, in spite of all the blunders and evil-speaking of

last and former years, has been fully established. Its political

and strategical importance is sufficiently apparent. The winter

camp and cantonment at Polymedia, three miles from here, is

being made permanent ; and the new road thence to the mili-

tary and Government summer quarters on Mount Olympus,

thirty-six miles distant, is to be improved."

In a more recent communication, referring with disappoint-

ment to the departure of so many of the British of the civilian

and mercantile class, Mr Ferguson says :
" There is no proba-

bility of a change in this state of things so long as the island

continues merely a British occupation ; but—and now I give

you my views of what may be in the future—were Cyprus to

become a full British possession, the present aspect of things

would completely change. The island would certainly become

a colony, not only of tradespeople, but a winter resort and

sanatarium, more extensive than anything of the kind in the

Mediterranean. This I say not as my own opinion merely,

but as that of our Limasol Commissioner, and what I know-

to be the belief of his Excellency the Commissioner and his

staff", and of the British residents generally. The military ele-

ment—the most important now, and for a time to come—will
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always fluctuate, some regiments liaving more Presbyterians

than others. In a few months, the 20th, now here, will be re-

lieved by a regiment from Malta or Gibraltar—perhaps the

Pioyal Scots, now at Malta, or the 79th or 93J, botli now at

Gibraltar, which would give an ample field.

" AVith regard to the past, I consider that we have rendered

important services. Had I not been in the island, the whole

English communities, both at Larnaca and Limasol, would

have been for a considerable time without the presence of a

Christian minister. As things are even now, I don't believe it

an overweening conceit to hold that the presence of our Mission

is very important, not merely to those who attend the service

and who are visited when they are sick, but for the sake of the

growth of spiritual life among the Cypriotes. Mrs Ferguson

has a class of young women, and I have a class of men, all

reading our Gospels daily. This is what nobody else is doing

in the island, excepting an American Mission (ladies) that has

been opened at Larnaca. Who can tell whereunto this may
grow ? We believe ourselves to be in the path of duty, and

what with efforts to acquire the tongue of the people, and to

teach some of them ours, our time is as fully occupied as well

can be."

IXDIA.

From Meeeut, the Eev. J. Henderson writes :

—

" Since I have come to Meerut, the garrison here has been

reduced very much, owing to the Afghan war. AVe have only

half the number of troops in the station there were eighteen

months ago. There have been also frequent changes of regi-

ments. This makes the work less satisfactory, as one cannot

get sufficiently acquainted with the men. But notwithstand-

ins: the smallness of the garrison and the unsettled state of the

troops, the attendance at divine service has been very satisfac-

tory. We have a goodly number of Presbyterians marched to

church every Sunday morning, and, in general, we have a full

attendance at the voluntary service in the evening. During

the winter months the evening congregations were large—our

little church, whicli is seated for about 350, being well filled.
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" We have a large civil population in Meerut that attach

themselves to the Presbyterian Church. This section of the

congregation is more stationary than the military, and can be

always reckoned upon. Though some of the military stations

in the ISTorth-West may be permanently reduced, it is not at all

likely that Meerut will be one of them. It is near to Delhi,

and there must be a strong garrison here. We need not ex-

pect, however, to have our full complement of troops until next

season.

" In addition to two services on Sundays, there is service in

church on Thursday evenings. The week-day service, as well

as the Sunday services, I make a point of conducting, when
well, myself. It is very well attended.

" We have Sunday - school every Sunday morning. The
average attendance is 35. There are 67 regular communicants
on the communicants' roll, 14 of whom are soldiers.

"The soldiers' prayer-room is open every night for Bible-

classes, temperance meetings, &c. I have a Bible-class with

the men on Wednesday evenings. We have also service twice

a week with poor Eurasians in a little house which we rent in

the vicinity of the bazaar. A Christian officer assisted me in

this work up to July, when he left the station. I am now
assisted by the army Scripture-reader. I regularly conduct

service here on Friday evenings. These Eurasians are mostly

pensioners who have served in British or native regiments.

Some of them can speak English only imperfectly, and are little

removed from the natives ; but they are most desirous to hear

the Word.

" I go to Delhi once a-month, when the pulpit here is

occupied by one of the missionaries from Delhi.

" In addition to ' ordinary visitation,' I visit the hospitals

regularly. It is in hospital that a minister can most con-

veniently see the men, and quietly converse with them on
eternal things. More good, I am convinced, can be done by
personal dealing with the men in hospital, and by advising

them as a friend, than by preaching. The soldier has many
temptations ; it is difficult for him to confess Christ, and he

requires to be led, and to be constantly watched.



198 COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

" Tn conclusion, I have to express gratitude to Almighty God

for His goodness, and for the uniform kindness, sympathy, and

help I have received from the congregation here."

Mhoyv.—At this station in Central India, the Eev. John

Morrison reports as follows, under date 9th July 1879 :

—

" I have delayed writing you till now, that I might convey

to you the result of our application to Government for aid to-

wards the building of our new church. I am sorry to say the

response of Government was unfavourable— ' that they had at

present no funds available for the construction of a Presbyterian

chapel at Mhow.' This is very disappointing to us ; but at a

meeting of the congregation held last night, it was resolved to

"0 on with the church at once. It is to be a stone structure

53 by 35 feet, and an ante-room 11|- by 11-| feet. The roof

is to be an iron corrugated one, and the ceiling pine-wood.

The whole will cost Es.8000 ; of this, including the £100

promised by you, we have Pis.4000 on hand. We trust that

under God's blessing the building may soon be erected. The

Presbyterians here, though few in number, are yet loyal to

their Church, and exert themselves in a praiseworthy manner

to obtain anything really necessary to carry on a good work.

Although the congregation is composed mainly of soldiers of

the rank and file, they yet show a spirit of true liberality,

since every subscription they give implies less or more of

sacrifice. To give you an idea of this, I may say that

since I came to Mhow we have purchased a neat Communion

service, a pulpit Bible, &c., and a new American organ.

Besides, we have to pay an expensive rent for the Parsee

school-room in which our services are held. We have an

organist at a liberal allowance, and there are the incidental

expenses connected with the many meetings held liy us. One

gentleman kindly offered me a new pulpit, which is being

built. AVhen I look back on these evidences of life and attach-

ment, I cannot but feel grateful for the help and encouragement

received in many ways. As to our work : I have preached

twice every Sabbath without a single exception. Since I wrote

you, I have taught, or oftener superintended, in the Sunday-
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school. The Bible-class is still held by me in my own bunga-

low every Wednesday, and I am thankful to say it is very well

attended. The Thursday morning prayer-meeting is held in

my house, while the Thursday evening congregational meeting

is still kept up. Since last writing you, we have had nearly a

fortnight of special services. Originally they were intended to

be held from the 3d to 10th April, but the interest manifested

was so great, that they were continued past the time specified

in the handbills distributed through the camp. They effected

an amount of good that was surprising. The soldiers, and

many of the people in the station, showed an unwonted interest

in them. "VVe have good reason to hope that many at these

meetings surrendered their hearts to the Lord. Some few have

since gone back, but the majority, we rejoice to say, are con-

tinuing steadfast. One result was, that at tlie first Communion

after these services, many soldiers sat down for the first time,

and a far greater number than ever before partook of the Com-
munion. The case of one soldier especially may be taken as a

sample of the good influence of the Christian people in Mhow.

AVhen he came to Mhow with the battery, he had just been

released from prison, where he was undergoing a sentence of

six months' confinement for a very heinous military offence

—

viz., drunkenness, resisting the guard, and threatening the life

of a non-commissioned officer. He was brought under con-

viction, and at last professed himself on the Lord's side. He
took the pledge, and became a regular attender of all our

meetings. Many who knew his previous character scoffed at

the reality of the change, and prophesied an early fall; but up

to the present he has kept firm. He never had been baptised,

and although the duty of being so had been often brought

earnestly before him, he hitherto had not consented. One

morning he came and told nie about this matter, of which, of

course, I was ignorant, and expressed his willingness to have

his doubts removed. Finally, T had the pleasant duty of

admitting him, through baptism, into the Church ; he thereafter

sat down as a young communicant.
" I am thankful to say that the temperance cause still makes

marked progress. I have found since coming to India that
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strict abstinence on the part of the minister gives him an in-

creased influence over the men. The poor soldier has many and

strong temptations, and he naturally looks to the minister for

personal example as well as counsel. The monthly entertain-

ments are heartily supported and well attended. I firmly

believe that this movement is in many instances the hand-

maid of the Gospel ; and although, alas ! many never get

further than sobriety, still many more are gathered in through

its means to meetings, where they receive Gospel influence."

In a note dated 2d April 1880, ]\rr Morrison gives the latest

intelligence as to the progress of the church building:—
"Just a line to say that the Government of India have

agreed to construct our church for us on the conditions we
specified—viz., to supply the funds required for actual con-

struction—viz., Rs.8600; of this, including Committee's gift,

we have Rs.7000 on hand. The other Rs.l500 will require to

be collected during progress of construction. I calculate when

the church is finished there will be a debt of Es.lOOO, or £80.

This can be provided for afterwards. Our work is as I wrote

to you in my last. We hear that the troops drawn off from

here will return in a few months. I may say that, with the

concurrence of the Canadian Mission here, we have a Hindu-

stani service in my bungalow every Saturday for the servants

in the neighbourhood. Another very interesting addition to the

Sabbath-school work is that we have a class of native children

taught by Mr Welsh. At the earnest request of some Presby-

terian families, I opened a Sunday-school in which we teach

the Westminster Shorter Catechism."

CEYLOX.

The Rev. Hugh Mair having completed the term of his three

years' engagement as one of the General Assembly's mission-

aries to Ceylon, has returned home. The Committee of the

Ceylon Kirk Extension Society, in their report just received,

testify to the diligence with which Mr Mair has laboured in the

Gampola group of districts, and to the regret of the Society, in
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which the Colonial Committee fully share, that he has found it

necessary to relinquish his appointment.

The Kev. John Crawford, who has been for some time at home
on furlough, has now resigned his appointment as a missionary

in Ceylon.

It was referred to the Committee by last General Assembly

to consider the propriety—if their funds admitted—" of sending

a deputy of the Church of Scotland to Ceylon, to inquire and

report as to the causes of the depression from which the Church

there suffers." From what the Assembly already know of the

state of their Colonial Mission Funds, they will be prepared to

learn that the Committee found it impossible to undertake the

expense of a deputation to Ceylon. They did not, however,

relinquish the hope that those in the island from whom the

request for a deputation had come, might be disposed to supply

the means of carrying out their own suggestion. The Secretary

of the Ceylon Church Extension Society was immediately

communicated with on the subject. By a letter, bearing date

the 20th June last, the Convener requested explanations of the

causes which have led to the difficulties in supporting the work
of the Church, from which the Committee have suffered so

seriously. These explanations were specially requested, with

the view of enabling the Committee to see in what way the

visit of a deputy could be expected to mend matters ; and it

was added that, if the Society were able to accompany their

explanations with any assurance that the Presbyterians in

Ceylon would contribute towards the expenses of a deputation,

the Committee would be much more free to favourably consider

the suggestion the Kandy Society had made.

On the 19th of January last the Society met, when Messrs

Watt, Cantlay, Fraser, and H. M'Kenzie were appointed a sub-

committee to arrange for supply of ordinances in the Gampola
districts, to correspond with the Colonial Committee about the

appointment of a successor to Mr Mair, " and to reply to their

letter to the Secretary of the Society regarding a deputation ;

"

and on the 25th of last March the Secretary wrote to the Con-

vener of the Colonial Committee a letter, which has now arrived

as this Eeport is passing through the press, explaining that,

R



202 COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

"unhappily at present," tliey "are not in a position to enter-

tain the idea" of contributing "anything towards the expenses

of a deputation,"

In present circumstances, therefore, a deputation is impossible.

The Colonial Committee console themselves with the hope that

the greater part of the causes of recent difficulties arise from

an unexampled experience of commercial depression, which no

deputation could revive ; and that all the remaining causes of

inadequate support of the work of the Church lie within reach

of correction from the Presbytery of Ceylon, the Church Exten-

sion Society, and the planters. The members of Presbytery are

ex ojflcio members of the Society, and the representative mem-
bers of the Society are planters from all the districts where our

ministers are labouring. In an organisation such as that there

surely is provision of machinery enough to give practical effect

to a determination not to be burdensome upon the Church at

home for ministrations of religion, for the support of which

there are ample means in the colony itself. That there is such

a determination in the Ceylon Church Extension Society, the

Colonial Committee will not doubt after reading the following

sentences from the Society's last Report. Referring to the grant

made in 1878, in response to the Society's appeal for help, their

Report says :

—

" The warmest thanks of the Society are due to the Colonial

Committee for this munificent donation, and for the readiness

with which they have always come forward to help the Society

in its difficulties. It should be remembered that the funds of

the Colonial Committee are maintained chiefly by the annual

collections made throughout the Church, to which the widow's

mite is as cheerfully contributed as the larger gifts of the rich,

that 'the word of God may have free course and be glorified

'

among their countrymen in distant lands. Your Committee

would take this opportunity of urging upon their fellow-

Presbyterians, the duty of greater zeal and liberality in the

support of Gospel ordinances among themselves, so that the

Society, which, with the aid received from Government, ought

to be able to support itself, may not require again to beg assist-

ance from a fund which should be reserved for more destitute
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places. Your Committee are well aware that the commercial

depression which has prevailed throughout the world, has been,

and still is, severely felt here ; but they doubt whether we have

done what we could for the support of the Church. . . .

" Your Committee desire with gratitude to acknowledge the

blessing that has in times past accompanied the labours of the

Society, and they trust that, in the providence of God, a time

of greater prosperity to the country may soon arrive, and that

they will be enabled not only to maintain the work they have

begun, but to extend the field of their operations to every place

where Presbyterians are found."

That " the Society, tvith the aid receivedfrom Government, ought

to he able to sujrport itself," is a conviction which, now that it

has found so articulate expression in the Society's Eeport, will

doubtless work out practical results in the Society's proceedings,

which shall make the Presbyterianism of Ceylon one of the

most vigorous offshoots of the Church of Scotland.

The following are the reports from the ministers in the

Kandy and Uva districts :

—

REPOET BY THE REV. CHARLES M'LEAN.

I have to report that the services and ordinances of the Church
have been carried out during the past year withowt intermission,

except during the month of September, when I had to go for a
change to the seaside,—the first relaxation I have had from work
since landing in the island in April 1875.

The attendance in some of the districts has most satisfactorily

increased ; whilst in others there has been a considerable falling

off, from causes that are well understood ; but taking the districts

as a whole, the average attendance continues much the same as

reported to the Society last year.

The order of service continues the same for the first three Sun-
days of the month. On the fourth Sunday I now preach in Dum-
bara, where there is a very fair average congregation ; and the fifth

Sunday is devoted to Deltotta and Nilambe.

At All Saint's Church, Elkadua, a handsome harmonium has been
procured for their joint use, by the Presbyterian and Episcopal con-

gregations, showing the harmony that exists in the district.
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REPORT BY THE REV. J. R. M'LAREN.

In May and part of June I was prevented by the sudden death

of my brother-in-law, and the necessity of attending to his affairs,

from holding service. An exchange was arranged with the Rev. J.

Burnet of Colombo for a portion of June and July. On four other

occasions during the year sickness interfered with the performance

of my duties.

It gives me much pleasure to be able to report very favourably

of the attendance. In 1878 there was a very marked increase in

the congregations all over my districts, and during the past year

they have been equally large. While it cannot but be remarked

that many are too ready to find excuses for not attending service,

yet a comparison of the numbers in Uva found regularly in their

seats in the house of prayer, whatever that may be for the time

being—church, bungalow, or store,—would put to shame the state

of attendance in many a boasted church-going community ; and

there can be no more pleasanter woi"k for a minister than to con

duct the worship of those who, leaving behind all sectarian ideas,

meet together in obedience to the command given to the Hebrews,

and join with one heart and love in prayer and praise to the Father

of all. If this report should be read by any of my people, let me
exhort them to give cause for greater thankfulness and a more

favourable report next year. There is great room for improvement.

Then " let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good

works : not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the

manner of some is." Let there be no occasion to us of shame or

reproach in this. There can be no doubt of it, that as fi-equent

attendance as possible on the public worship of God is a sure sign and

proof of earnestness in the private life, as well as of goodness and

purity. There cannot be much of the form even, far less of the

substance, of godliness in an individual or family that is careless of

the Sunday, its duties and privileges. As yet Uva can point to

only one church. I was in hopes of being able this year to report

the completion of at least one other place of worship ; but " hard

times " have operated against it. In Haputale, services have been

held in Haputale church at least once a month, and in Haldumulla

court-house, Kitoolkelle and Deaculla stores, and Leangawella

bungalow, as convenient. In BaduUa, the court-house has been

given for service in the town ; and Gourakelle, Sinne Nahavilla or

Mousagalla bungalows, and Spring Valley store have been open for

service on the estates. In Madulsima all the services during the year

have been held at Galoola. In Uda Pussilawa we have met in the

store at Rappahannock, Before I say anything more about additions

to the number of churches in these rich districts, I will wait until
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they are Luilt. Perhaps in the past I have been too sanguine.

Still this I will hope and pray for—that the present adverse circum-

stances may soon pass away, and that my people, knowing, as I am
convinced they do, their importance and necessity, will not only

speedily be able, but very willing, to give of their abundance to

build in every district a chiu'ch for the worship of God.

In conclusion I have to add, with much thankfulness, that after

almost five years' work, I have more pleasure in it than when I

started. Jungle work is peculiar, and one needs experience before

he can do it well, or fully appreciate its importance. That gained,

however, and it camaot but be interesting and highly productive of

good. Blessed by God with health and strength, without which it

were needless to attempt the work, and taught of Him, it has been
given me to engage in a not unappreciated task, though very im-

perfectly performed. May He bless His people here, and help me,
and to His great name be the glory !

The four Presbyterian chaplains, as the fixed establishment in

Ceylon, having forwarded to His Excellency the Governor, a

memorial for an increase in their allowances, and the memorial

having been forwarded to the Secretary of State for the Col-

onies, the Committee charged a deputation of their number

going to the Colonial Office on other business to make the strong-

est representations in support of the memorial, but, the Com-

mittee regret very much to say, without success.

AUSTEALIA.

The Committee have the pleasure of announcing that depu-

tations from Presbyterian Churches of Australia are in attend-

ance upon the General Assembly.

The Eev. James Nish of Sandiiukst, accompanied by Thomas

Baillie, Esq., and F. Ormond, Esq., represent the Presbyterian

Church of Victoria ; the Ptev. James Henderson of Adelaide

is the delegate from the Presbyterian Church of South Aus-

tralia ; and the Rev. Principal Kinross from Sydney appears

on behalf of the Presbyterian Church of New South Wales.

In consequence of their pecuniary embarrassments, the Com-

mittee have not been able to renew their grants to Queensland

during the past year ; and all applications for outfit and pas-

sage from ministers offering for service in any of the Australian

colonies have been declined.
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The suspension of the Committee's grants to Queensland

has meanwhile removed from any direct connection with them

the interesting and important efibrts made for the higher

education of the youth of the colony, and the raising of the

qualifications of candidates among them for the ministry, by

the generous founders of tlie Divinity Hall in Brisbane.

The progress and success of such an undertaking, however,

cannot but be the object of special concern to the General

Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and to all who wish

well to the Presbyterian Church of Queensland. It will gratify

them therefore to know that, in spite of the difficulties which

have hitherto attended the arrangement of the relations of

the Divinity Hall with the General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Church of the colony, the Council entrusted with the

manaoement of the institution still offer "the same advan-

tages as before to Presbyterian students of Divinity, while at

the same time encouraging all young men, without distinction

of Church or denomination, to redeem their spare time for

self-improvement, and for the better qualifying of themselves

for the battle of life."

" With regard to the department of Natural Science, a very

effective course of lectures " (the published report of which

forms a most interesting volume), was "obtained through the

kind gratuitous assistance of some gentlemen, who recognised

the excellence of the enterprise, and felt a pleasure in lending

their talents to promote its object." In the view of such

efforts, and of the momentous interests involved in the efficient

training of a native Presbyterian ministry for Queensland,

the General Assembly will unite with their Committee in the

earnest desire that a speedy solution may be found for the

differences which have hitherto interrupted the harmony and

weakened the energy of co-operation in the work of the Church

in that colony.

At No. I. of the Appendix will be found a letter, with

relative documents, from the Convener of the Committee of

the Queensland Assembly on their Sustentation Fund Scheme,

communicated for the information of the Home Churches.
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TASMANIA.

By the deliverance of last General Assembly on the Colonial

Missions Eeport, the Committee were instructed, by a deputation

to the Colonial Office in regard to recent movements for the

repeal of Act 1, Vict, chapter 16, to express to her Majesty's

Government, on behalf of the General Assembly, the cordial

sympathy of the Church of Scotland with every effort to pro-

mote the religious interests of Scottish Presbyterians in Tas-

mania, and the anxiety the Assembly felt, that any measure

which received the Eoyal assent, while securely protecting all

vested rights in the property of the Church, should for the

future provide, in Presbyterian Church government and dis-

cipline firmly exercised, for maintaining unimpaired in the

colony a faithful testimony to the truth as it is embodied in

the doctrinal standards of the Church of Scotland.

In carrying out these instructions, the Colonial Coinmittee

were fortunate in securing the services of the Eev. Dr Pliin

and the Eev. Dr Struthers as a deputation, who proceeded to

London, and there, accompanied by Mr Menzies, W.S., the

agent for the Church, and introduced by Sir Windham C.

Anstruther, and Charles Dalrymple, Esq., waited on Sir Michael

Hicks Beach, Bart., the Colonial Secretary.

The result of their conference was satisfactory.

The deputation found that important amendments had been

made by the Colonial Legislature on the Bill, a copy of which

was in the hands of last General Assembly. " The Presbyterian

Church Act," 42 Yict., chapter 7, in which the said Bill re-

sulted, provides, under Sect. 5, not only for any new enactments

by the Presbyterian authorities in Tasmania being competent

only after two-thirds of the several congregations shall have

given their assent, but that these enactments shall not be

" repugnant to the Confession of Faith, or the form of Presby-

terian Church government agreed on by tlie Assembly of

Divines at Westminster in 1643, and approved by the Church

of Scotland."

These provisions appearing to the members of the deputation
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substantially to meet the requirements set forth in the deliver-

ance of the last General Assembly, they expressed themselves

satisfied therewith. The Colonial Committee, on receiving the

report of their deputation, agreed to record that they were,

upon the whole, satisfied with the provisions of the Act, re-

quiring, as these seem to do, conformity to the doctrinal teach-

ing of the Westminster Standards as well as to Presbyterian

discipline ; and to express the hope that the Trustees to be

appointed under Section 2 and their successors, shall always be

men who in their religious views adhere to these Standards.

NEW ZEALAND.

From the Very Eev. the Moderator of the General Assembly

of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, the following letter

has just reached the Committee :
—
"St James's Manse, Auckland,

2°ith March, 1880.

"Deae Sik,—I have been instructed by the General Assembly

of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, held at Auckland

during the present month, to appeal through you to the Colonial

Committee of the Church of Scotland for further aid towards

the maintenance of our Travelling Agent, the Ptev. D. Bruce.

As you are, I think, already aware, Mr Bruce was induced by

the General Assembly of this Church, some two years ago, to

demit the pastoral charge of one of the most prominent and

influential congregations in the colony, in order to devote him-

self mainly to the work of Church extension, and also, by his

personal efforts in all parts of the colony, to promote the in-

terests of the schemes of the Church generally.

" In conducting the work of Church extension, in accordance

with the requirements of a rapidly increasing population spread-

ing over the whole colony, the employment of a minister of

experience and good administrative powers, to superintend the

organisation of mission charges, and to assist in providing our

people in scattered districts with Gospel ordinances, is regarded

by all those acquainted with the condition and wants of our

Colonial Church, as of the utmost importance. For this par-
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ticular work Mr Bruce is highly qualified, and were our Church

deprived of his services in this capacity, it would sustain a

serious loss. But to retain him in his present office, it is

necessary that the salary which the Assembly promised to Mr
Bruce on taking the office should be secured—namely, £700

per annum, inclusive of travelling expenses. This sum, which,

owing to the high charges connected with travelling in New
Zealand, is the least that the Assembly could reasonably ofl'er,

is, as yet, far above the power of this Church to raise for such

an object ; and the Assembly, therefore, resolved to ask the

Colonial Committees of the several Home Churches kindly to

continue that assistance, on the strength of which the office now

held by Mr Bruce was first instituted. It is hoped that the

Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland, and also that of

the Free Church, will each renew for another year the grant which

they have so generously given for this purpose for two [three]

years past—viz., £150 each. By the end of another year it may
be practicable for the Church here to make such provision for

Mr Bruce's salary as will render it unnecessary to apply to the

Home Churches for the same amount of aid as heretofore, or

perhaps for any.

" I may state in conclusion, that a similar application to this

is being sent to each of the Colonial Committees of the Home
Churches, and it is earnestly hoped that in each case the appli-

cation will be successful, as it is necessary it should be, in order

that the required sum be secured.— I am, dear sir, yours most

respectfully, Eobekt F. Macnicol."

In a letter from the Eev. D. Bruce, just received, the follow-

ing sentences occur :
" We are very much gratified with the

way in which the Committee express their interest in our work

here, even while unable to grant us the aid they would like to
;

and for what they can grant and have granted to us, the

Church Extension Committee, in the Church's name, desire me
to express our sincere and abiding gratitude."

The Committee have been gratified by very encouraging

intelligence of the successful labours of Mr T. W. Dunn in

Auckland,
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Writing in June last, Mr Dunn says, " In regard to my own

work, I have reason to thank God and take courage. The

church I am at present in was in a sickly condition when I

went to it, but now the seats are all let ; the school is almost

double ; my Bible-class numbers about 30, and the prayer-

meeting prospers. We are on the eve of building another church

to meet the wants of the district." And in a recent letter pro-

gress is reported in preparation for a bazaar, by which it is hoped

sufficient funds shall be raised for so important an object.

From EiWAKA, near Nelson, Mr David Eodger writes, " I

rejoice to tell you that, amid many failings and imperfections,

the work still goes on, and Christ is preached. We have not

altogether lacked success, nor have we been without many a

token for good from our heavenly Father.

" The people turn out very well, and the attendance at all

our meetings is remarkably good. Both our Sabbath-schools

flourish and do well, with an attendance of about 100 children

and 13 teachers. I am at present engaged in forming the

nucleus of another congregation, some sixteen miles from this,

by giving them a monthly Sabbath forenoon service. The

district is very large, and the population is increasing. They

have only occasional opportunity of waiting on the means of

grace, and I propose making this regular and definite, and a

something they may expect. I have been warmly received,

and our meetings have been well attended."

From Mr George Grant no direct communication has been

recently received, but of his labours at The Hutt, near Wel-

lington, the Eev. Charles Ogg writes :
" I preached for Mr

Grant at The Hutt yesterday evening on the occasion of the

preparation for the Communion, which is to be dispensed there

on Sunday first. Mr Grant is well, and getting on most suc-

cessfully. The real worth and great success of your two

friends, Mr Grant and Mr Eodger, which have become so

manifest in the colony, must be a source of great comfort and

gratification to you."

The Eev. Mr Wright is now ordained over a charge at a place

called Palmekston, in the Presbytery of Wellington, where he

is succeeding remarkably well.
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The Committee have had to congratulate the Eev. C. Ogg

on the completion of the handsome new church for St Andrew's

congregation in Wellington, erected on a new site, by sufficient

funds derived from the sale of the old building on Lambton

quay.

A successful effort to secure suitable accommodation for

themselves has also been made by the congregation of St

Stephen's, Pcms^sonby, Auckland, where the Eev. D. Euncimau

continues to labour with increasing acceptance.

DOMINION OF CANADA.

British Columbia.

The Church of Scotland in British Columbia has, during

the past year, suffered loss in the translation of the Eev.

George Murray from Nicola Valley to New Glasgow, Nova
Scotia. Hitherto the district which was Mr Murray's cliarge

in British Columbia, has been very thinly peopled. But " rail-

way construction, so long expected, is now about to be com-

menced. The contract for building 127 miles of the Pacific

Eailway in British Columbia has been awarded, on which some

ten or eleven million dollars will be expended during the next

four or live years at farthest. The engineers are already on

the ground, and operations will be commenced almost immedi-

ately. In the opinion of the Canadian Government, the con-

struction of this line will be the means of adding to the popu-

lation some hundred thousand persons, by emigration from

Canada and from other countries. The line to be constructed is

in the near vicinity of Nicola Valley, which is not far from

Kamloops, the eastern terminus of the present line. The

whole district of country in that part of British Columbia is

agriculturally rich, well adapted for grain and stock-raising

and dairy purposes, and not far from the mining districts, in

which coal and gold and other minerals abound. People are

beginning to crowd in there already in search of employment,

and many of them in search of a permanent settlement."

In such circumstances, so described in a recent letter from
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Canada, the Committee cannot but deeply regret the necessity

under which Mr Murray was laid, by the state of his health, to

seek a sphere where less exhausting labour is required of him.

Above all, must it be the subject of concern to them that, by

the state of their funds, the Committee have been obliged, at a

juncture so important in the progress of Canadian colonisation

in the Far West, to curtail when they ought to have been ex-

tending their operations in British Columbia.

The General Assembly will deeply sympathise with the feel-

ings inspired by the intelligence as to " the present state of the

funds at the disposal of the Committee," as expressed in the

following sentences from a letter received as this Eeport is

passing through the press, from the Eev. S. M'Gregor, Victoria,

Vancouver Island :

—

" This country is still in its very infancy. Xew communities

are in a state of formation, whose future misery or welfare

depends so largely upon present action. If they be allowed to

grow up without the Gospel as a formative power among them,

future activity can scarcely atone for present neglect. The

field lately held by Mr Murray is still vacant. The commence-

ment of railway work will assuredly create new and important

openings for earnest mission-work. For a time the settlers will

be wholly unable to support a minister among them without

foreign aid ; and realising every day more fully the greatness

and the goodness of the opportunity thus lost to the Colonial

Committee, not through lack of interest, but through want of

funds, it is impossible to regard that want with any other

feelings than those of regret and sorrow.

" That minister of the Church of Scotland who, under such

circumstances, does not tremble for the honour of his Church,

must be strangely constituted ; for this is not a question of

the passing hour, but one that involves lasting results, and,

Avith reference to the Church, must determine whether or not

future generations shall ' arise and call her blessed.'

" I may further express the hope that the eloquent and touch-

ing appeal of the Committee, and the excellent letter of the

minister of North Berwick (which appeared in the March

number of the 'Missionary Record '), shall result in a large
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addition to the funds of the Committee. In many portions of

the Colonial field never were such funds more needed than at

present ; and is there not ground still for the hope that the

funds shall yet be provided ?

" We feel convinced that neither the people of Scotland nor

the Colonial Committee have lost any part of their interest

either in the Church of Scotland or their countrymen in the

colonies, and that such being the case, we may yet expect a

return of our old financial prosperity. Our hopes in this

respect are strengthened when we review the history of the

last few years, and remember that in the very popularity of

the Scheme and its financial prosperity, we may trace at least

one of the causes of its present decline. The present appeal, we
are convinced, will go far to correct mistakes ; and humbly trust

that, with renewed prosperity, we may be able here and else-

where to undertake and carry forward greater things for the

good of our fellow-men, for the honour of our beloved Zion,

and for the glory of her great King and Head, the Lord Jesus

Christ."

The Piev. Wm. Clyde, at Nanaimo, Vancouver Island,

transmits a series of interesting reports of the steady progress

of his successful ministry during the past five years.

As to the general aspect of the work at all the stations dur-

ing the last year, it is matter of great thankfulness that Mr
M'Gregor can report so favourably. He says :

" We have been

all enabled, through the goodness of God, to attend to our work

regularly throughout the year. Although the winter has been

most unusually inclement in British Columbia, and the roads

almost impassable in many parts of the country, appointments

have been regularly met and engagements fulfilled at the vari-

ous preaching stations. Mr Dunn still labours with his usual

zeal and success in the wide district of Langley and surround-

ing stations, as Mr Clyde continues to do at Nanaimo, and Mr
M'Elmon in CoMOX."

Manitoba.

The Eev. Professor Hart writes from Winnipeg on 3d

May 1879:—
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" You have already, through the Rev. Dr Patterson, and

otherwise, been made acquainted with the past record of

Manitoba College, and it has been suggested that we should

send you a short account of the current session, and of the

present state and prospects of the Institution.

" The session, which is now drawing to a close, has thus far

been the most successful of the eight sessions that make up

the history of the College. The aggregate attendance has been

greater, and the amount of educational work accomplished more

extensive this session than any previous one. The number of

students attending our classes during the year is between forty

and fifty—a number taxing our limited accommodation to the

utmost. You have been informed that our College, together with

the Church of England and Eoman Catholic Colleges, is affiliated

with the University of Manitoba—a merely examining body.

We have a fully arranged Arts curriculum for the B.A. degree

;

and last May our own College sent up the first students—seven

in number—to the University examinations. This year we expect

to send up eight or nine. The Church of England College will

also be represented. Several of our students, at various stages

of their studies, are looking forward to the ministry. One, who

will complete his course next year, has, throughout the session,

done a large amount of work at the various mission-stations

within twenty or thirty miles of the College. We expect that

the Presbytery will apply to the General Assembly at its

approaching meeting, to allow us to take several other young

men of promise, with a view to their entrance upon the

study of theology next session.

" The two young men who finished their theological course

last session have been duly licensed, and are doing good work in

different parts of our Presbytery. One of them is in charge of

four mission-stations about thirty miles east of this city, and is

highly appreciated. The other has been ordained, and placed

in charge of Prince Albert, an important mission 500 miles

to the west of us. He went out to this distant post last

October, at a few days' notice, on the verge of winter,—driving

with his own horse and buggy the long journey, in some sixteen

days, the last 350 miles being through the unsettled solitudes of
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our great Lone Land. He, too, is doing good work, and is well

spoken of. An intelligent friend of our cause, lately writing

from the neighbourhood of Prince Albert, says of him, and at

the same time shows his appreciation of our College :
' Mr

Duncan is destined, if spared, to make his mark in the world.

Manitoba College will yet claim him as one of her sons with

pride. The more I see of the world, and of this country in

particular, the more 1 am convinced of the necessity lying upon

our Church to give Manitoba College a firm footing in this

country, and this too, not merely from a Presbyterian point of

view, but also for the sake of sound Christian education.'

" While I am writing about the College, let me endeavour to

give you some idea of the other work which our Church is

carrying on in this new laud.

"We have in the Presbytery of Manitoba some seventy

preaching places ; and there are twenty-one ministers on our

roll. Only two of our congregations are yet self-sustaining

—

those of Knox Church, Winnipeg, and Kildonan. These two

congregations are doing their work well. The contributions of

the former, for all purposes, averaged £8 sterling a member last

year ; those of the latter—a country congregation—nearly £2

sterling. But among so many congregations, these are all that

meet their own expenses. Our Church is doing her best to

supply the spiritual necessities of our people here ; but the

effort is proving too severe a strain for her resources. Last

year she spent on this region some £2000 sterling. Our own
people here are required to contribute from the very beginning

as they are able. This year the Presbytery expects that its

mission-stations will contribute about forty per cent of the

money spent upon them. This year, owing to the low state of

her funds, the Clmrch has been unable to make any new
appointments for us—and this, too, when our need is greater

than ever, and rapidly increasing. During the last month, not

less, I should think, than 7000 persons have come into this

province to settle here and there on our fertile prairies. And
this immigration will go on all summer. It is estimated that

not less than 30,000 or 40,000 people will come into the pro-

vince this season, bringing with them additional responsibility.
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and the necessity for additional effort on the part of our

Church. Hitherto almost half of the immigration has been

Presbyterian, and the same proportion is likely to continue.

" From all this you will easily see that there is great danger

that the demands of this vast region upon our Church will far

exceed her ability to meet them. Hence the necessity for help

from abroad to assist xis in laying broad and deep the founda-

tions of our Zion in the fertile plains of our Canadian North-

West."

Ontaeio axd Quebec.

The Committee having addressed inquiries to their corres-

pondents at Kingston bearing on the future of the plan of sup-

plying student-evangelists to Canada, the late lamented Professor

Mackerras wrote on the 15th May of 1879 in the following terms :

" I duly received your kind favour of the 22d ult. The delay

in answering it has arisen from my desire to consult Principal

Grant, who was from home, and Dr Jenkins. I may premise

by stating that the circumstances of the Church in Canada

have changed very much since the Union, as regards the sup-

ply of candidates for the ministry. Previously to 1875 we

found the supply to be sadly deficient. Hence the scheme

for sending out young men from Scotland was, at the time it

was initiated, and for some time thereafter, admirably adapted

to meet our necessities. Now, however, the number of young

men at the several Colleges and Halls of the Dominion having

the ministry in view is so considerable, that the supply and

demand are pretty well equalised. Canada is thus itself fur-

nishing the raw material to be manufactured on the spot.

Hence we are decidedly of opinion that whatever money the

Colonial Committee can kindly spare for Canada, may be ex-

pended to far greater advantage in other ways than in continu-

ing or extending the Young Men's Scheme—as in aiding the

College in Manitoba, and assisting mission-work in the ISTorth-

AVest Territories."

In terms of the resolution of last General Assembly, the

grant to Queen's College was reduced £100.

The annual letter of the Trustees of the University to the
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Colonial Committee, will be found at No. II. (1) of the

Appendix.

The Committee of Correspondence of the Synod of Canada,

in connection with the Church of Scotland, have addressed the

Committee, through the Eev. Gavin Lang, Montreal, in the

letter printed at No. II. (2) of the Appendix ; and the Rev.

Peter Galbraith, minister of St Stephen's Church, London

(Ontaeio), has been deputed " to appear before the Assem-

bly, to represent the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connec-

tion with the Church of Scotland, to convey its loyal filial

greetings to the parent Church, and to impart such informa-

tion as may be desirable regarding the state of affairs within

its borders."

Maritime Provinces.

A short visit to this country of the Eev. John Goodwill, from

Prince Edward Island, gave the Convener of the Colonial

Committee an opportunity for conference on the exigencies of

Mr Goodwill's most important work among the congregations of

the late Mr Donald Macdonald.

Subsequent communications have put before the Committee

as strong a claim as could well be urged upon the sympathy

and aid of the Church of Scotland. The Committee earnestly

hope that two Gaelic ministers (one from Mull and another

from Skye would be preferred) may offer themselves to divide

with Mr Goodwill a field so important, and to relieve him amid

labours most zealously and faithfully prosecuted, more abun-

dant than ought ever to be left to the unaided efforts of one

minister.

What has hitherto been the Presbytery of Pictou, in connec-

tion with the Church of Scotland, is now divided into two

—

the Presbytery of Pictou and the Presbytery of Egerton, con-

stituting a Synod as a court of review.

The Committee, in view of the state of their funds, have voted,

in supplement of stipends in the Pictou Presbytery, half the

grant of last year, to be apportioned among the congregations

by the Presbytery according to the necessities of each case.

The Divinity Hall in Halifax has had " fifteen students in
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full and regular attendance during the last session. They are

very promising, as a whole—some of them very talented and

fine scholars. Three of them belong originally to the Church

of Scotland." The new building " continues to give complete

satisfaction. The students who board in the house are very

comfortably lodged, and their general welfare is most carefully

attended to by Dr and Mrs Macknight."

The Report of the Eev. Professor Pollok, D.D., will be found

at No. II. (3) of the Appendix.

The last General Assembly having been pleased to appoint

the Piev. G. W. Sprott, D.D., of North Berwick, their deputy to

visit the Presbyterian Churches in Canada,—in order to fully

accomplish the design of his commission, the Colonial Com-

mittee, on behalf of the General Assembly, instructed Dr Sprott

to proceed to Montreal, and there to communicate with the

Eev. Gavin Lang as to the best time and place for a conference

with the ministers of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in

connection with the Church of Scotland ; and having made the

necessary arrangements for such a conference, to go on forth-

with to Ottawa to present himself as the deputy of the Church

of Scotland before the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in Canada, there in session. The opportunities thus

provided Dr Sprott was instructed to improve for giving cordial

expression to the friendly sentiments his visit to them was

intended to convey to the churches to whom he was sent, and

for explaining the resolutions unanimously adopted by the

General Assembly in regard to future colonial missionary work

in Canada ; avoiding, on the one hand, what might raise expec-

tations of aid which the Committee's very limited means might

oblige them to disappoint, and, on the other hand, abstaining

from what might suggest that the General Assembly contem-

plated any absolute withdrawal from Canada which might

unnecessarily embarrass the operations of the Committee in

that or in any other colonies where there may still be need for

co-operation in Colonial Mission work. Dr Sprott was farther

instructed to keep in view that, in addition to the important

object of promoting cordiality in the relations of the Church of

Scotland with the Presbyterian Churches in Canada, his visit
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was one of observation and inquiry (the extent of which, in so

far as proceeding to Manitoba was concerned, the Committee

left to his own discretion) for such a report of the existing state

of matters as might enable the General Assembly to make the

most economical and effective use of the means put at their

disposal by the Church for promoting the religious interests of

Scottish Presbyterians in the colony.

Armed with these instructions, Dr Sprott proceeded on his

important mission, and after a prosperous progress, marked by

the signal protection of a gracious Providence, and attended by

every token of goodwill to the Church of which he was the

representative, he returned to his home in health, and laid upon

the table of the Committee the able and interesting Eeport

which the Assembly will find at No. II. (4) of the Appendix.

While commending their deputy and his delicate and difficult

task to the grateful consideration of the Supreme Court, the

Colonial Committee cannot withhold the expression of their

very special obligations to the kindly hospitality which every-

where in Canada welcomed the representative of the Church of

Scotland, and enabled him, by the personal sacrifices of a strict

economy, to accomplish his extensive journey to Winnipeg in

Manitoba and back, at an expense to the General Assembly's

Colonial funds of only £75.

WEST INDIES.

Jamaica.—The Rev. J. Kinnison at Medina and Hyde
Park, and the Rev. J. Stuart at Giddy Hall, Retirement, and

Accompong, continue to prosecute their faithful labours with

unfailing regularity.

The Committee will be glad to be in a position to send to

Kingston a suitable assistant to the Rev. J. Radcliffe.

They trust that this notice of the need of a labourer in a

sphere so desirable and important may induce offers of service

from among the younger ministers of the Church.

St Vincent.—An interesting report of the commencement of

the Rev. A. T. M'Clennighen's ministry in St Vincent ap-
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peared in the March number of the ' Missionary Record.' The

visit to Grenada has been repeated, and the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper dispensed to the people there, give every assur-

ance of their readiness to cordially welcome a minister of the

Church when one can be found to settle again among them,

Tlie General Assembly will sympathise with the tliankfulness

the Committee feel, that the little flocks of Presbyterians in St

Vincent and Grenada enjoy the pastoral care of so faithful a

representative of the Church of Scotland as Mr M'Clenuiglien

has proved himself to be. '

SOUTH AMERICAX CONTINENT.

British Guiana.

The supplies required by vacancies in the parishes of British

Guiana formed the anxious work of the past year in that

colony ;—and again the Committee are tliankful to be able to

report that the pulpits in all the parishes are now filled. The

Rev. F. A. Ross of St Catherine's having been translated to St

Luke's, the Rev. R. L. Lewis was appointed to St Catherine's,

the Rev. William Barnhill to St Clement's, the Rev. George

Stephen to St Thomas's, Georgetown, and the Rev. T. H. Trot-

man to St Mark's.

The Committee have received from the Rev. William Barnhill

of St Clement's a most interesting letter on the state of his

parish, and especially with reference to the extreme dilapidation

of the Church at Mara. The Committee have every reason to

be assured that, in Mr Barnhill's hands, no effort will be spared

to remedy the evil as to which the Presbytery speak so strongly

in the papers, which will be found at No. IIL (1, 2, 3) of the

Appendix.

The Colonial Committee have prepared and passed through

the Committee of Bills to the hands of the Supreme Court, all

the documents which, in terms of the remit made to them by

last General Assembly, the Presbytery of British Guiana have

supplied, as a full report in the case of the Rev. George Robb.
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Buenos Ayres.

Ill transmitting the annual contribution to the funds

of the Colonial Committee (amounting on this occasion to

£12, 19s. 2d.) from his congregation in Buenos Ayees, the Ilev.

James Smith writes on the 9th of October to the Convener :

—

"Last Sunday was our October Communion, at which, as

usual, a collection was made for the excellent scheme over

which you so efficiently preside. The weather was not favour-

able, and the badness of the times, combined with the weather,

made the amount less than it would otherwise have been. We
go on here much the same as when I wrote to you last year.

The Sunday-school continues greatly to flourish through the

zeal and efficiency of the teachers, and the continued liberality

of Thomas Drysdale, Esq.

"I have resumed my labours in the country districts, and

wherever I have service, I have Sunday-school for the children.

This is the only way to insure to the young generation growing-

up amid the deadening influences of this land something of

the religious training which their fathers or grandfathers en-

joyed in Scotland.

" Mr Gebbie, in renovated health, is making long and toil-

some journeys over the burning plains, where he has laboured

so many years. He holds service at private houses like the

apostles of old ; and his countrymen show their appreciation of

his labours by coming to his services from great distances.

" A similar course is followed by Mr Ferguson, as the only

one fitted to do good among a scant and widely scattered popu-

lation. He displays great tact, ability, and zeal in the discharge

of his arduous duties, and his people highly appreciate his

untiring exertions for their welfare. The day and Sunday

schools in connection with his church are in a most flourishing

condition. Mr Drysdale extends the same liberality to Mr
Ferguson's Sunday-school that he has long done to ours."

It is matter to the Colonial Committee of sincere congratula-

tion with Mr Smith, that since that letter was written, in the
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arrival of the Rev. J. W. Fleming to be his assistant, he has

found some relief amid his abundant labours, pursued with self-

denying fidelity for so many years in Buenos Ayres. Mr Flem-

ing's many attached friends at home will be pleased to hear that

the cordial and highly appreciative reception which they would

expect for his character and talents, has welcomed him to the

new sphere of his ministry. On the 28th February Mr Flem-

ing wrote :

—

" I have been much longer in writing than I intended, but I

delayed until I could speak from a little experience as to

Buenos Ayres. I have now been here three months, and like

both the place and the people. I had a most cordial reception

on my arrival, and my experience since then only deepens my
belief in the great hospitality and kindness of the people.

"The Eev. Mr Smith, who has been minister here for thirty

years, has also been very kind, and, so far as work is concerned,

has been far from exacting. There is abundance of labour for

both of us among the Scotch here. The community is numer-

ous and very fluctuating, making visitation very difficult.

Even in the town of Buenos Ayres our parishioners are ex-

tended over a large area. Many are in the town, but lately it

has become the custom to stay in the villages round the city.

There are four of these from four to ten miles distant from the

church, which is almost in the centre of Buenos Ayres. I in-

tend to stay in one of these—Flores—where there is quite a

numerous colony of Scotch. It is five miles from town, but

trams every quarter of an hour make access easy, while the air

is very much better than in the town.

" My health is not much improved since I left home ; indeed,

I write this from the Sierras of Cordoba, where I have been

ordered by the doctor. The air is exceedingly fine and dry, and

I trust may, by God's blessing, be very beneficial.

"In regard to our church, I can scarcely speak definitely.

All the sittings (400) are let, but the attendance is extremeh^

irregular. No doubt this may be expected to some extent,

because many of our people live in the " Camp," perhaps thirty

miles away, and we cannot look for regular attendance. But

even allowing this, there are pews empty that should not be so

;
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and what is worse, there are hundreds of our countrymen who

have no connection with the Church whatever. This is especi-

ally the case with young men, few of whom go to any Church.

" We have also a few English, mostly of the working classes,

in connection with the church — people who have become

personally attached to Mr Smith from his long ministry here.

"There are now live Presbyterian ministers here, all from

the Church of Scotland. Eev. Mr Ferguson, of Chascimous,

hopes to go home this summer. The rest of us will supply his

pulpit as we can. In addition to Buenos Ayres, Mr Smith has

a third of the " Camp " to minister to, and until I came the

church in town was shut every third Sunday. This was a

disagreeable necessity, but in future we expect to have two

services every Sunday in the church.

" We hope to introduce ' Life and Work ' next month, with a

large local supplement. For a scattered population like ours I

think it will be specially useful.

" I hope to be able to write you soon again, although it is

not easy to get news here that will interest you at home."

AFEICA.

Natal.—The hope the Committee cherished of being able, at

the close of the hostilities on the borders of Natal, to prose-

cute their plans for the extension of their work in the South

African colonies, has received an unwelcome check from the

state of their funds. As soon as tlie Church enables them, the

Committee will be glad to respond to such appeals as, in the

following petition, they lay before the General Assembly :

—

" To the Convener of the Colonial Committee of the Church

of Scotland.

" Richmond, Port Natal, South Africa, 4th Feb. 1880.

" Dear Sir,—We again approach your Committee on behalf

of the claims of the Church at Eichmond. We are encouraged

to hope, now that our church has been erected and formally

opened by the Eev. J. Gould Smith, and the needful steps are
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being taken to secure a proper site on which to build a manse,

that our appeal will receive your earliest and most favourable

consideration.

" It is with very great regret that we learn, through the Eev.

Mr Middleton, that the state of your funds is not such as to

enable you to extend operations in the colonial field ; but we

sincerely trust this difficulty will soon be removed.

" Of our needs we can hardly suppose you to be ignorant,

—

they having been pressed upon you by the Eev. Mr Carlyle and

others interested in our cause. They are at present as clamant

as before,—the presence of the church in our midst making a

silent, though powerful appeal.

"The church is seated to hold 120 comfortably, but 150

might be accommodated. It is a neat structure of burnt-brick,

with galvanised iron roof. We are prepared to guarantee the

sum previously stated, £150 per annum for three years, on

condition that the Church Committee will be able to supple-

ment by grant this stipend.

" As to our numbers : as the roll at present stands, there are

24 communicants, 53 adherents, and from 35 to 45 minors.

" "We had hoped very shortly to have seen the end of our

troubles in the arrival, about the month of March, of the Eev.

Gerard Middleton, of Monzie, who has expressed his willingness

to settle at Eichmond ; and though, by reason of the difficulty

above referred to, his arrival amongst us must be delayed, yet

we hope that the Committee will shortly be in a position to

enable Mr Middleton to carry out his intention.—We remain,

Sir, your obedient servants,

"J. Gould Smith, Chairman.

" John Falcgnee, Secy, to Committee.

" J. Strapp, \

" J. Hackland, [ Members of Clmrch
" J. E. L. Hackland,
" Petee Flett,

Committee, Bichmond."
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MAURITIUS.

The Church in the Mauritius was, during 1879, severely

tried by visitations of sickness among many trusted friends of

the good work. At the close of the year, however, the Rev.

Samuel H. Anderson writes that his colleagues are well ; and,

as to his work, he says, " There is very much to keep any will-

ing worker intensely busy in this island. The smallness of

Mauritius—not 40 miles by 30 large ; the overcrowded popu-

lation at hand—more than 350,000 souls ; the great variety of

religious beliefs, rites, and ceremonies to be met with on all

sides,—makes this a very interesting part of the Lord's vineyard,

and we cannot be too grateful for the capital opportunities we

have of sowing ' the seed of the kingdom,' through the medium

of the Creole language, which is here in general use."

The Colonial Committee cannot too strongly express their

sympathy with their brethren in the Mauritius—the sense

they entertain of the importance of the special work in the

hands of Messrs Le Brun and Anderson—and the hope they

cherish that, by an increase of the means at their disposal, the

Committee may be able adequately to support labours pro-

secuted in the cheerful spirit of so earnest Christian zeal for the

salvation of souls.

The Colonial Committee now beg leave to submit the

REPORT OF Sub-Committee on ARMY and NAVY
CHAPLAINS.

Rev. K. M. Phin, D.D., Convener.

As the Committee anticipated when preparing their Report

to last General Assembly, several changes have lately taken

place in the stations occupied by the commissioned Presby-

terian Chaplains to the Forces. The Rev. P. Beaton has been

transferred from Aldershot to Edinburgh ; the Rev. D. Arthur

from Edinburgh to Dover ; and the Rev. J. M. Miller from

Dover to Aldershot. The Rev. John Milne remains at Dublin.

The Rev. George Kirkwood has returned, with enhanced reputa-
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tion, from his gallant and signally useful service in the South

African campaign, and has resumed his post in London, where,

by an admirable combination of firmness and prudence, he has

successfully vindicated the constitutional right of the Presby-

terian soldiers in the Metropolis to have their public worship

conducted in suitable edifices. He is assisted by the Eev. K.

Nicolson, the duties of the London Presbyterian Chaplaincy

being too onerous for one minister. The Eev. James Spiers, of

the Irish Presbyterian Church, continues at the Curragh ; and

the Piev. Dr Beattie, who also belongs to that Church, at

Shorncliffe.

The following is a brief description of those stations which

the Committee aid in supporting:

—

POKTSMOUTH, GOSPOET, HaSLAR HOSPITAL, AND FORTON

Military Prison.

For the first six months of 1879 the Eev. John MTaggart

laboured at these stations, the average number of Presbyterians

under his care being 500. Public worship was regularly main-

tained on Sabbath— in the morning at Gosport, and in tlie

forenoon at Portsmouth. In the afternoon Mr M'Taggart had

a Bible-class, and visited the military hospitals. Throughout

the week he conducted religious services in Porton Military

Prison and in Haslar Hospital, and went the round of the

several garrison hospitals ministering to the sick in each ward.

He likewise attended to the soldiers' families, and once a-week

gave Scriptural instruction to the children at school. While

thus occupied, he was suddenly requested by the War Office

authorities to officiate as chaplain to the Presbyterian soldiers

engaged in the Zulu war. He at once complied, and on his

arrival at Durban, was appointed to labour at the base of opera-

tions, where he liad the spiritual oversight of the men in two

large camps, and of the sick in several hospitals many miles

distant from each other. He on various occasions dispensed

the Communion to officers and men, and, in addition to the

regular parade services on Sabbath, held voluntary evening

services twice a-week. These were so much appreciated by

not a few of the men that they begged him to hold a meeting
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every evening, which he did for nearly five months—sometimes

teacliing a Bible-class, at other times delivering a lecture, now

addressing a temperance meeting, and again illustrating, by a

magic-lantern, scenes in the ' Pilgrim's Progress ' and in other

religious narratives. In these good undertakings he was not

only encouraged but aided by some of the officers, and especially

by one of the Staff, who showed a very deep interest in the

spiritual welfare of the men. The kindness of friends at home

and at Natal enabled Mr M'Taggart to supply the sick in

hospital with books, tracts, newspapers, and other periodicals,

as also with portions of Scripture—all which gifts were grate-

fully received. He was invariably welcomed by soldiers of all

persuasions when visiting the hospitals and convalescent camp,

and had every reason to believe that his ministry was blessed,

and that much good was accomplished. In his absence, Ports-

mouth and the other stations intrusted to him were supplied

by two ministers appointed, in succession, as his substitutes.

The Committee rejoice to add that he has now resumed his

home work, and they hope soon to hear of his having obtained

the commission which he has fully earned.

Shoeburyness.

Of this station, the Ptcv. Hugh Drennan, who is still the

Committee's chaplain, writes to the Convener :

—

" There is hardly any change to report from Shoeburyness. My
Sunday services, morning and evening, are attended very much as

before. The only change is that the Wesleyans, who used to come
to me every alternate Sunday, are now to come every Sunday, their

minister from Southend having asked me if I would agree to this

arrangement. For the last six months I have been trying an addi-

tional service in the village between my afternoon Sunday-school and

my evening service ; but the attendance has been rather irregular,

and the want of a proper place of meeting has proved a drawback.

The number of scholars in my Sunday-school is still well kept up,

varying between 100 and 120. There would be many more if I

had better accommodation, for the space at my command is incon-

veniently crowded, and I have often to decline offered pupils. My
prayer-meeting has not been largely attended, but those who do

attend seem very earnest, decided Christians ; and we are cheerfully

looking for better times. I lately started a Band of Hope in the
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village, something of the kind being greatly needed. So far, it has

proved a decided success. Nearly 100 have joined, and all with

the consent, written or otherwise, of their parents. Till now, the

interest of the meetings which we hold once a-week lias been so

fully maintained, that whereas they are supposed to last for an

hour, two hours generally elapse before all the children are away.

Nearly every week new members are joining. My principal help

in conducting these meetings is an energetic young bombardier,

who has a very winning way with children."

Winchester and Netley Hospital.

" I have pleasure," says the Rev. G. Forbes Steven, who repre-

sents the Committee at these stations, *'in being able to state that

my work during the year just closed has been both interesting and

encouraging. An unusually large number of Presbyterian recruits

jiassed through Winchester for the several battalions of the Rifle

Brigade and the 60th Rifles. Last summer we had often as many as

sixty young Scotchmen at our service. Their attention while listen-

ing to me, and the heartiness with which they joined in the singing,

were most gratifying. Having lately found that two or three Scotch

families were connected with the Staff of the Hants Militia Infan-

try, which is quartered at Winchester, I baptised two children in

these families. Our Netley services have been well attended, and

the Sabbath-school flourishing. At present there are about tliirty

children on the roll. During the last few months a large number
of patients have come in from South Africa ; and a fair proportion

of them have been Presbyterians, including a man presented with

the Victoria Cross for signal bravery in the field. It is interesting

to relate that several who worshipped with me at Winchester, im-

mediately before leaving for the seat of war, came back from it as

invalids, and on returning to their native land, had their first religi-

ous service with me at Netley. Patients, of whom many are Presby-

terians, are now arriving from Affghanistan. Since the last medical

warrant was issued, the number of Presbyterian surgeons on proba-

tion has considerably increased. Several of the medical candidates

who are natives of India regularly attend our services, and we
had in our congregation last summer a candidate from Beyrout.

Thirteen ofiicers worship with us each Sabbath. The Communion
lias been twice dispensed during the year, and there have been

twelve baptisms at both stations. Eleven Presbyterians have died

in Netley Hospital ; but there has been no death, and very little

sickness, at Winchester, I may add that Mr Stevenson of Jedburgh
recently presented the Netley Presbyterians with some seventy

volumes of the Religious Tract Society's publications, and that a
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lady of the same town lias always kept me well furnished with

tracts, which have been regularly distributed, and much appreciated

by the patients. A similar act of kindness has been performed by

a young- lady in the neighbourhood of the Hospitah"

Colchester.

The Eev, John Morrison, the chaplain in this garrison,

reports

" That by the arrival lately of the 50th Eegiment from Edinburgh
the garrison has attained its full strength, and the number of Pres-

byterians has become about the same as this time last year—nearly

a hundred, not including women and children. He has had regular

public worship every Sabbath, and has visited the men, and their

wives and families, during the week. There have been no deaths

or cases of serious illness ; but he has gone the round of the hospital

on each alternate day. The Presbyterian childi-en in camp being

under the age for admission into school, his attention to the young
has been necessarily confined to imparting religious instruction to

a few youthful soldiers. He expresses an earnest desire that parish

ministers and others would warn young women against marrying

soldiers without leave. In a cavalry regiment that recently came to

Colchester from Scotland, there were many cases of this sort ; and
the poverty and distress of the mothers and children were pitiable

in the extreme. Mr Morrison's ministerial work in the garrison is

comparatively light ; but he finds useful and agreeable occupation

in conducting well-attended week-day prayer-meetings at the Soldiers'

Home."

Cateeham.

Of his work at Caterham the Eev. John Armstrong speaks

very encouragingly. Its importance may be estimated from the

fact that it is performed among young Scotch recruits in the

Household regiments who are just entering on the trials and

temptations to which soldiers quartered in London are specially

exposed. Mr Armstrong, who is peculiarly fitted for dealing

with such youths, says:—

" The number of Presbyterian soldiers imder my care rose last

autumn to about 140—the highest number I have ever had. The
parade service is held every Sabbath at 9.30 a.m., after which I

have a brief service in the hospital. The conduct of the young
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men has been generally good, and in several instances quite exem-

plary. Some of them had been communicants before enlisting

;

and, at their own desire, they were recommended to the favourable

attention of the Presbyterian chaplains in London, with a view to

their attending the Communion there in connection with their re-

spective battalions. At our services, the attention is most marked
;

and in some very interesting cases I have been asked to con-

verse with my young hearers on religious subjects. During the

past year I have had a well-attended voluntary evening service

every Lord's Day. The Colonel and Mrs Thomas continue to aid

and encourage me in all my efforts for the religious wellbeing of

the soldiers, for which I desire to express my warmest thanks.

I have a fortnightly temperance-meeting at the barrack, when I

warn young soldiers against drunkenness, and endeavour to asso-

ciate them as opponents to this degrading vice. Bibles are fully

siapplied to the recruits, and religious tracts of a suitable kind

regiilarly distributed among them. We are striving to improve our

congregational singing, many of the recruits having musical taste

and fine voices. Upon the whole, we have reason to thank the

Great Head of the Church for His goodness to us, and for not a

few tokens of His blessing."

Pakkhurst.

This station attained far greater importance than before by

the arrival, in June last, of the celebrated 42d Regiment or

Black Watch—one of those genuine Scotch regiments in which

the national element of Presbyterianism has always predomi-

nated. The Committee immediately set themselves to provide

a Presbyterian chaplain, and after temporary arrangements for

a few weeks, appointed the Rev. James Duncan, from one of

whose letters to the Convener the following is an extract :

—

" It is now upwards of six months since I went to Parkhurst to

minister to the 42d Royal Highlanders. I arrived a perfect stranger,

but soon felt quite at home in my work—having been received by
the whole regiment, from the commanding officer to the drummer-

boy, with the greatest courtesy and kindness. The 42d came from

Cypriis and Gibraltar, and had a great many sick. I found up-

wards of 60 in the hospital; but the number is now down to 17.

On Sundays, I have the regular parade morning service, and also a

voluntary evening service, which has been fairly attended. The sol-

diers' wives, many of whom are prevented by family and household

duties from getting out in the morning, gladly avail themselves of
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this opportunity of joining in public worship. I also conduct service

in the hospital for the convalescents. There is a flourishing Sun-

day-school, the average attendance being 45. Its success is to be

attributed in a great measure to the interest which the ladies of the

officers' families take in the young—themselves regularly teaching

in the school, and encouraging the children by kind gifts. I

am happy to say that I also receive valuable assistance from the

wives of several non-commissioned officers. During tlie week,

besides visiting in the barracks and hospital, I give two hours'

religious instruction in the school to the young and to the drum-

mer-boys. The 14th Kegiment, which disembarked from Aden
towards the end of 1879, contains 30 Presbyterians. The Rev.

Mr Heaton (Wesleyan), who ministered to the few Presbyterians

that were here before the arrival of the 42d, continues to take great

interest in the soldiers, and is very attentive to the sick in hospital

—visiting them generally twice a-week. Altogether, the work

here has been very pleasant to me, and, I trust, not unsuccessful."

Chelsea Hospital, and Duke of Yoek's School, London.

The ministrations to the Presbyterian pensioners in Chelsea

Hospital, and to the Presbyterian boys in the Duke of York's

School, have been continued in the way reported to the General

Assembly of 1879. The Hospital authorities have manifested

a cordial approval of the means used for the spiritual instruc-

tion and consolation of the Scotch veterans, who rejoice in

having the services of their own Church provided for them

during their last days on earth. Every Sabbath afternoon the

large room in which public worship is held contains many
attentive and devout worshippers, some of whom are so infirm,

and others so destitute of sight, that they have to be supported

or led by their less atfiicted comrades. Though death is con-

stantly removing the aged and debilitated, the number of

Scotchmen in the Hospital is rather on the increase, as the

comforts and advantages possessed by the inmates are becoming

more widely known in Scotland. Nearly all who attend public

worship also partake of the Communion when dispensed in the

Hospital ; and on the occasion of its dispensation to the troops

in the Eoyal Military Chapel at Wellington Barracks, on the

29th of February last, 25 of the pensioners walked more than a

mile iu order to sit down at the Lord's Table with those who had
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taken their places in their country's army. Between 70 and 80

then communicated; and the Eoyal Chapel was filled with

soldiers of the Eoyal Horse Guards, and the 1st and 2d Bat-

talions of the Scots Guards. Several Members of Parliament

and influential friends of the soldiers were also present. The

entire service was in strict accordance with the forms of the

Church of Scotland, and was so impressive as to draw forth

from an English clergyman who witnessed it, the declaration

that he could not conceive any mode of celebrating the Lord's

Supper to be more in accordance with Scripture and primitive

usage.

The number of Presbyterian boys in the Duke of York's

School is at present 20 ; and they seem to receive with interest

the instruction furnished by a minister of the Church of their

fathers. There is some difficulty as to the supply of that in-

struction, but the Committee trust that a satisfactory arrange-

ment will be effected.

The Committee, as they stated in their Pieport to last General

Assembly, began 1879 with £302, 15s. 4d. at their credit. In

the course of the year several special contributions, for which

they are deeply grateful, were made to their funds. These,

however, were accounted for to the Colonial Committee. Their

expenditure was £550, 16s., or, under deduction of bank inter-

est, £548, 17s. 3d. ; and in terms of the resolution of the

General Assembly of 1878, the balance of £246, Is. lid. was

paid by the Colonial Committee—£213 previous to the close

of the accounts, and £33, Is. lid. since.

The Committee venture to say, in conclusion, that they are

not aware of the existence of any religious enterprise which

produces a larger amount of good at a smaller cost than that

intrusted to them. Once more, they respectfully request the

General Assembly to commend it to the Christian liberality

and earnest supplications of the congregations of the Church.

In name of the Committee,

K. M. PHIN, Convener.
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The Assembly is next invited to receive the

REPOET OF Sub-Committee on CONTINENTAL and

SUMMEE CHAPLAINCIES for the Year 1879-80.

Eev. Professor Crombie, D.D., Convener.

Permanent Chaplaincies.

Paris.

By the sudden death of the Eev. C. E. Paterson, B.D., chap-

lain at Paris, on the 29th April last, the congregation there

have been deprived of the services of an able and devoted pastor,

and the Church of Scotland of one of the most earnest and

zealous ministers among the ranks of her younger clergy. Mr
Paterson was appointed to the charge of the congregation at

Paris (having been previously for some years minister of Dalton,

Dumfriesshire) in 1875, and from that date until the time of

his lamented death, he laboured with untiring assiduity and

zeal to promote the spiritual welfare of the members of his

congregation, and, indeed, of all those of our countrymen who

came within the sphere of his influence. In particular, he took

the deepest interest in the younger members of his flock, was

an active supporter of the Young Men's Christian Association

of Paris, and was ever ready to lend a helping hand in every

good work. During the summer of 1878—the year of the Paris

Exhibition—Mr Paterson was conspicuous for his efforts to

provide religious services on week-days for the benefit of

those of our countrymen whom business or pleasure brought

to the French capital ; and his labours for that purpose were

spoken of in terms of high commendation by ministers of

other denominations. He died, after a few days' illness, at the

early age of thirty-six, in the full possession of all his powers.

He had just transmitted to the Convener his Eeport upon the

work of the chaplaincy for the last year, which will now be

read with melancholy interest. The Committee have taken the

necessary steps to provide temporarily for the supply of pulpit

ordinances to the vacant congregation, until the question of a

T
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permanent successor can be fully considered. Mr Paterson's

report is as follows :

—

" The past year has been one of comparatively uneventful con-

gregational life. From several causes the casual visitors from

Scotland have been very few, but our attendance is far less de-

pendent on strangers than many people at home suppose. Even
during the fearful winter we have experienced, wlien the tempera-

ture, even at mid-day, was often 20 degrees below fi-eezing, the

attendance was good. Our Communions have been specially blessed,

the number of communicants being large, and the services followed

with much devoutness.
" Our little church having fallen into a bad state of repair, last

autumn tlie congregation subscribed for its renovation. It was
painted, re-matted, and the curtains and other hangings renewed.

It is now very comfortable and bright.

" I have to thank the ministers of our own and other Presby-

terian Churches for sending letters of introduction with so many
of their people who come to reside here. It is of the greatest

importance tliat the young, and especially young men, should

make my acquaintance personally, or as soon as possible after their

arrival. I can often do much more for them than merely introduce

them to suitable companions. I am glad to say that almost the

whole of our young men belong to the ' Young Men's Christian

Association of Paris,' in which they are lield in the highest esteem.
" All tlie year round the work liere requires unflagging energy.

I was much impressed by a word in a prayer offered in my behalf

by a minister who conducted one of our servdces a few months ago.

He prayed that I might be enabled to do my work patiently. That
is my prayer."

Dresden.

The Rev. George Laurie Fogo continues to discharge his

duties with tlie same assiduity and earnestness as in former

years. The principal event in connection with the chaplaincy

at Dresden has been the arrangements for the new place of

worship for the congregation. The lease of the hall, in which

the congregation had met for some years past, expiring in April

this year, representations were made to the Committee that a

larger place of worship was required for the wants of the in-

creasing congregation. After full consideration of all the

circumstances of the case, and repeated communications with

Mr Fogo and others, the Committee agreed to enter upon a
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lease for five years of a new "prayer hall," to be erected in a

better locality of the city, and capable of containing 180 sittings.

In addition to the portion of the building devoted to church

purposes, there is also to be built, and to form the upper storey,

a house for the minister—an arrangement which, it is believed,

will greatly add to his comfort and usefulness. The Committee

are to have the right—if they are in a position to do so, and

should deem it expedient—of purchasing the buildings at a

fixed sum, at any time within three and a half years from the

present date ; while the congregation are secured in possession

of the premises for the full period of five years, even should a

change of ownership take place within that time. The church

is expected to be open for religious services about the beginning

of June, and the house for the minister by the 1st of October.

The Committee have reason to expect that the enlarged accom-

modation for worshippers which the new building will aftbrd,

will be taken advantage of to a considerable extent, even by

members of non-Presbyterian Churches, and that an increase

of prosperity will accrue to the Mission generally from the

carrying out of these arrangements.

Mr Togo writes as follows :

—

'* I am happy in being able to preface my annual report with tJie

assurance that, during the past year, the iufluence and the useful-

ness of our Church have been steadily increasing. The limited

accommodation of our present place of worship has, as in former

years, prevented our including in our regular congregation some
who would otherwise have worshipped with us. But those whom
we could accommodate have proved themselves attached and
earnest. Our numbers have been made up cliiefly of j^oung people

;

and this, while it has invested my work with a special interest,

has kept the income of the church smaller than would have been
the case had the congregation been composed of members possess-

ing an income of their own. In all cases where there have been
heads of families to whose liberality I could appeal, my pleadings

for generous giving have been heartily responded to. This has

been especially the case with regard to the appeals I have lately

made for contributions towards the fitting up of our new church.
" The erection of the new chui-ch is a source of great interest to

my congregation, and, I may add, to others in the English com-

munity. Its completion is looked forward to with satisfaction, in

the belief that a more commodious and more central place of wor-
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ship will increase the influence of our Mission here, and will render

it more efficient.

" The number of connnunicants has again been large ; and I have

had the gratification of admitting a greater number of young people

to the privileges of Church membership than in any former year.

" In concluding my report, I desire to say that I meet with con-

stant expressions of gratitude because of the ready and liberal co-

operation shown by the Colonial Committee. The help they extend

is very fully appreciated here.

" G. Laurie Fogg, M.A."

Summer Chaplaincies.

Geneva.

During the past year overtures were made to the Committee

by the representatives of the " English and American Church

(on the basis of the Evangelical Alliance), meeting in the Salle

cle la Reformation, Geneva," proposing the union of our chap-

laincy with their Church, so as to form one English-speaking

congregation, worshipping after Presbyterian forms. The pro-

posal M'as carefully considered by the Committee, and, with a

view to union, certain conditions were agreed on and trans-

mitted to the Committee of the " English and American

Church" for their consideration. The Committee regret to

state that the terms proposed by them were pronounced by the

Geneva Committee to be impracticable, and matters accordingly

remain as they were before.

The Committee are fully alive to the importance of Geneva

as a place in which a permanent chaplaincy might, with great

advantage, be established. An able and zealous minister would

in time gather around him a congregation. This, however,

would be the work of years ; and unless the Committee were

enabled to guarantee an adequate salary for a sufficient time, it

would be unreasonable to expect that any one should undertake

a position involving so much labour and self-sacrilice for such

precarious remuneration as would not suffice to procure the

necessaries of life. Geneva alone, of all the chaplaincies, does

not defray even the local expenses.

The services there were conducted last year by the Eev. Dr



COLONIAL COMMITTEE. 23.7

Eankin of Mutliill, and Eev. Professor Milligan, D.D., of

Aberdeen.

The Eev. Dr Eankin writes as follows :

—

" From the middle of June to the end of July I had charge of

the station at Geneva. As usual, the service at 11.45 a.m. was
held in the cathedral, the attendance averaging from 25 to 30. On
July 27th I exchanged with Dr Butler of Mexico, who was tempo-

rarily in charge of Dr Stevens's meeting (English and American

Church) in the Salle de la Reformation. During my first week, I

liad the pleasure of seeing and taking part in the annual meetings

of the chief religious societies of Geneva. On one Sunday after-

noon and two week-nights I gave addresses in French to meetings

(from 100 to 150 present) of native work-people and their families,

in connection with an excellent mission, superintended by two
English gentlemen, Messrs Lloyd and Workman. At our own
service, neither the attendance nor the collection is what we could

wish to see
;
yet I should greatly deprecate the idea of discontinu-

ing Geneva as one of our stations. By holding on, and by making
some slight changes, it is capable of becoming a very satisfactory

Mission. The changes I refer to are an earlier hour of meeting

(10.30 or 11 A.M.), perhaps a more convenient place than the cathe-

dral (nearer the Rhine and the hotels), and especially if we could

have a permanent service, and some sort of union or understanding,

whereby we might combine the wliole of the non-Episcopal element

of the English-speaking visitors and residents. With these changes

there seems no reason why our work at Geneva should not soon be

on the same solid basis as the work of M. Buscarlet at Lausanne.

"James Eankin."

The Eev. Professor Milligan writes as follows :
—

" The historical recollections connected with the city of Geneva
are enough of themselves to make that city one of deep interest to

the Church of Scotland. It is astonishing indeed to see how
much they affect visitors to Geneva from all lands where the Eng-
lish tongue is spoken. Americans are, perhaps, even more alive

than Scotchmen to their influence. Few Americans, I suppose,

spend a day in the city without visiting the cathedral consecrated

by the labours of Calvin, and sitting down in the chair of the great

Reformer. But there is much also to interest us in Geneva. In

favourable seasons it is visited during summer by crowds of

strangers, who seldom pass on without spending a day or two in

Geneva itself. It may be said to be a centre from which excursions

are made to all the most beautiful scenery of Switzerland. It pos-

sesses, too, attractions of its own, which the municipal authorities,
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if not always in the wisest way, are anxious to increase, so as to

enable it to compete still more successfully than hitherto for the

crowds of tourists on wliose money it is so dependent. Besides

this, there are not a few young people, both male and female, from

England and Scotland, boarded in the city for their education ; and

to these the services of a minister from their own land, and who
can speak to them in their own tongue, are of the greatest value.

" Of the religious condition of Geneva much might be said, were

this the place to say it. But as your Connnittee can hardly con-

template sending out a minister for the whole year, and as it is

impossible without a settled ministry to produce much effect on

the religious life of a large town, it is unnecessary to occupy time

with remarks that could have little practical result. There is no

doubt that Geneva forms a most important and interesting centre

for a Continental station during a portion of the year. There is as

little doubt that, if the Church of Scotland abandon it, the field will

be immediately taken possession of by others.

"Wm. Milligan."

In connection with this station, the Committee desire to

record their sense of the services rendered to the chaplaincy

by M. Bossi, who for a series of years has displayed a deep

interest in the prosperity of the Mission, and taken charge of

all the local arrangements connected with it.

Heidelberg.

The Eev. John Watt, B.D., minister of Anderston Church,

Glasgow, officiated at Heidelberg for two months last summer.

He writes as follows ;

—

" I resided in Heidelberg during the months of July and Aiigust,

and officiated regularly, as appointed by the Colonial Committee,

on Sundays, with the exception of the 10th of August, when I was

unexpectedly summoned to England, on account of the death of a

relative. During my short absence I was fortunate enough to

secure the services of a neighbour in Glasgow, who kindly took my
place.

" We had service both in the forenoon and in the evening in the

Church of the Holy Ghost, except on the evenings of the first and

the last Sundays of my term. A congregation failed on the one

occasion, and light on the other.

" Owing to repairs that for some years have been going on in the

University Church, the building placed at our disposal so readily

by the authorities is the only one that has been available. There
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appears to be an impression among the English-speaking people of

Heidelberg that if the services were held in the Providence Church

they would be better attended. I am by no means sure of this ; but

inasmuch as the latter church is the more comfortable of the two,

it might be well to try it again when the opportunity occurs.

" The numbers attending the services were never great. One day

the attendance, swelled by the presence of a party of American

tourists, was over eighty, but from thirty to fifty was the usual

number in the forenoon. There was always some anxiety about

the evening as to whether there would be any congregation at all.

About a dozen formed the normal gathering then ; and I suspect

the majority were present out of sympathy for the minister.

" The organist, from long practice, is now accustomed to our

Scotch Psalmody, and, German though he is, envies us both the

words and music of our Hymnah Both he and I were greatly

indebted last summer to ladies, bearing a name honoured in our

Church, who gave us valuable assistance in the musical part of the

service.

" There is little opportunity of discharging pastoral duty in

Heidelberg during the week. There were scarcely any resident

Scotch families last year ; and the worshippers, as a rule, changed

every week. Travellers very frequently arrive on Saturday to rest,

and leave on Monday morning. Thus it was rarely the case that

advantage was taken of the invitation regularly given to visitors

to send me their address that I might call upon them. Several,

however, sought me out for the purpose of saying to me courteous

and kind words about our services.

" The most regular and most interesting members ofmy congrega-

tion were students in the various faculties of the University, both

from Great Britain and America, who formed for me a very pleasant

little circle of acquaintances. They liked our service ; and it was
refreshing to me to recall old days by going with them on week-

days to hear the lectures of well-known professors.

" I was fortunately able to be of some assistance in the case of an

American gentleman who was commended to me by some of his

travelling companions. It was a sad case : he caught fever in Italy,

broke down at Heidelberg, and had to be left there under the charge

of a devoted friend, who waited on him till he died, and who was
often much tried from not being able to speak any language but

English.
" I fear the station at Heidelberg will never be a success finan-

cially, as there is no resident population with money to spare to

whom appeals can be made. But the name of our Church has

always been associated with the Presbyterian service there, and it

would be a pity if there should be any change in this respect.
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Happily, Scotch people forget these ecclesiastical differences when
they are abroad, and people of other nations know nothing about

them.

''John Watt."

Homhurci.

The ministers appointed to officiate at Homburg during last

season were the Eev. Professor Flint, D.D., the Rev. John

Alison, M.A., minister of Newington, Edinburgh, and the Eev.

Dr Herdman of Melrose. At the last moment Dr Herdman

found himself unable, from the sudden illness of a member of

his family, to fulfil his engagement, and the Convener, at con-

siderable personal inconvenience, took his place.

The Eev. Mr Alison writes as follows :

—

" The services at Homburg last summer were conducted by me
for six weeks, from the end of June till the beginning of August.

The weather in Germany, as in England, was exceptionally wet
and cold—consequently the number of visitors to Homburg for the

benefit of the mineral waters was numerically small : a summer so

unfavourable had not been experienced for more than twenty years.

This told, of course, on the attendance at our services. These
were conducted as formerly in the Schloss Kirche, suitable in

every respect, except its distance from the hotels and English

boarding-houses. The numbers present at both morning and
evening worship, though not large, were on the whole satisfactory

;

and the amount of the collections was such as to indicate apprecia-

tion of the privileges of the services.

" I took occasion to consult some influential persons, who wor-

shipped with us, as to the desirableness of continuing the services

in future. They replied that they had been considering that

question, and had come decidedly to the conclusion that they

ought to be continued, but that the Committee in charge of the

arrangements should keep in view the special importance of send-

ing the best preachers that they can find, as the distinctive

excellence and interest of the Presbyterian services at such places

lies in the preaching.

"Besides Presbyterians of various denominations, there were
clergymen and members of the Episcopal Church at most of the

services, especially in the evening. The difiiculty of finding an
hour in the evening to suit the table-dhote arrangements of the

principal hotels seems to be insuperable.

"John Alison, Minister of Newington.^''

With these remarks of Mr Alison the Convener begs to
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concur. Homburg is the most important of our summer

stations. As the visitors generally remain for some weeks,

they have an opportunity of becoming acquainted with our

Presbyterian service ; and the interest which is felt in it was

fully evinced by the regular attendance, especially at the

evening meetings, of many members of the Church of England,

includinff several dicrnitaries of that Church. As the weather

was fine during the latter part of the season, the attendance

proportionately increased, and the average number present at

each diet of worship might be taken as about sixty. The

Communion was dispensed on the 7th September to about

twenty communicants.

In connection with the services at Homburg the Committee

desire to record their deep sense of the great services rendered

to the chaplaincy by Dr Lewis, a physician in extensive practice

there. This gentleman has long taken the greatest interest in

the Scotch service, and has rendered important aid to our

ministers. To him, and to Mrs Eodgers, the Misses Butler, and

Miss Claus—the latter for their kind assistance in conducting

the service of praise — the Committee desire to return their

cordial thanks.

Hyeres.

The Committee resolved to continue, during the past winter,

the service at Hyeres, which was begun in the winter of 1878-79,

by the Rev. William Gordon. The Eev. J. D. Grant, of West

Calder, who had been recommended by his medical adviser to

spend the winter in a milder climate than that of Scotland, was

appointed by the Committee to conduct the services at Hyeres,

and the following is his report:

—

" Hotel des Iles d'Or, Hyep.es, Wi April 1880.

" Having yesterday brought the services of the Church of Scot-

land at Hyeres to a close for the season, I have the pleasure to

report that, though the attendance was small, it was an increase

upon that of last year, and maintained itself to the end, although

the visitors had then diminished by more than one-half. Had a

more suitable place of worship been at our service, and the hour of

meeting earlier, I have no doubt that many more would have taken

advantage of the proA'ision which your Committee have made for
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Presbyterian worship. I am happy to say that from a most un-

expected source, a church may be erected for our use. The land-

lord of this hotel, Mons. Weber, and Mons. Godillot, the superior

of a great part of the ground here, and in the interests of the place,

promised me to build, at their own expense, and for our free use, a

small comfortable church in the best part of the town. With this

in prospect your Committee may anticipate greater results in future.

Not only would the Presbyterians who frequent the Riviera, but

Americans generally, and English Dissenters, and the Evangelical

party in the Church of England, rejoice to see the new church,

where a free and pure gospel woiild be preached, but might be all

counted upon as attached adherents.
" While attending principally to the interests of our own congre-

gation, I have felt it a duty to help and encourage, to the utmost

of my power, the poor and struggHng French Protestant Church

and school, and have been able to some extent to render them
assistance, by interesting the visitors in their behalf. With the

pastor, Mons. Aquilera, I have had the most friendly intercourse.

He and his people are warm friends to the Church of Scotland,

whose doctrines they believe, and whose fjrms they practise. I

need hardly add that I sincerely hope that this station—the only

one, as has often been remarked to me last winter, which our

Church has ever occupied on the Riviera— will continue to be

njaintained by your Committee, and that it may prove a blessing

to our countrymen and others while sojourning here.—I am, &c.

^'J. D. Grant."

Rome.

In accordance with the arrauiiement, which has subsisted for

several years past, by which a representative of the Church of

Scotland has been associated with the representative of the

Free Church in the conduct of the Presbyterian services in

Ptonie during the latter portion of the winter, the Eev. Cornelius

Giffen, minister of St Mary's Church, Edinburgh, was appointed

the Church's deputy for the months of February, March, and

April last. Mr Giffen writes as follows :

—

" My term of service here has been singularly uneventful, so far

as the Mission is concerned—so much so, that it is difficult to put

on record anything that may excite special interest at home.

Judging from the attendance in church, and the kindly acknow-

ledgments accorded by many of those who have shared in otir

worship, the object of the Mission during this season has been fairly
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attained. There has been the usual succession of visitors,—more

than usual, as I am told ; and of these a goodly number, both

American and British, have availed themselves of the privilege of

worshipping after our simple form. The attendance has been

remarkably good, and would very probably have been even better

were it not for the inconvenient site of the church outside the city-

walls. There is some talk of the present site being required by a

company for business purposes. Should that come about, the new
church would most probably be built in closer proximity to what is

called the English quarter of the city, and of larger dimensions, to

accommodate the additional number of worshippers that might be

anticipated. As it is, there is abundant cause for satisfaction with

the numbers who take advantage of the privilege provided for them
now.

" The present arrangement, whereby our ministers are combined

with those of the Free Church in conducting these services, is in

many respects advantageous, and should continue. The oppor-

tunity it gives for kindly intercourse between the ministers and

members of the various churches, who make this their place of

worship, is a great advantage, and to myself has been thoroughly

enjoyable. At a meeting of the Free Church Presbytery of Italy,

held here last month, and to which I was very cordially invited,

there was some reference made to the appointment of a permanent

minister to the church here. This would probably render neces-

sary a revision of the present arrangements for supply of divine

ordinances. But it is to be hoped that, in any new arrangement,

the present satisfactory understanding and good feeling between
the Churches may in nowise be disturbed. If our Church is to con-

tinue to be represented hei'e—and all I have seen and heard con-

vince me it is desirable she should—it would not be easy to devise

a better or more economical arrangement than the one presently

existing, and whereby, through the kindly feeling of the Free

Church, we are enabled to gather our people to worship without

the expense of erecting or having a building for ourselves.

" My colleague from the Free Church has been the Eev. Dr
Main, of St Mary's Free Church, Edinburgh, and alternately with

him I have conducted divine service on the forenoon or afternoon of

every Sunday since the 1st of February, and shall continue to do so

till the close of this month. The Communion has also been celebrated

on the first Sabbath of each month, and of this privilege many have

taken advantage. We have also held a weekly prayer-meeting on

Wednesdays, which, upon the whole, has been reasonably well

attended.
" Cor. Giffen.

" 57 Via Sistina, Rome,
Ui/i Ajiril ISSO."
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In concluding their Report, the Committee beg to repeat the

ecarnest appeal which they made last year, for more hearty sup-

port to the Continental Chaplaincies—permanent as well as

temporary—than these have yet received at the hands of our

ministers and congregations. Without greater liberality than

has yet been shown by the Church, it will be impossil)le to

continue our Summer Chaplaincies ; while the allowances to our

two permanent stations will have to be so greatly reduced as

to render it impossible to obtain qualified ministers to fill these

important positions. Should the Summer Stations be aban-

doned, the field will be at once occupied by other Churches, and

our countrymen abroad made dependent upon the services of

the ministers of other denominations. This is not a position

which it would be at all creditable for the National Church to

assume, and it is earnestly hoped that such a result may be

prevented. But the Committee cannot too strongly impress

upon the General Assembly the urgent necessity of taking such

measures as may place these Summer Services on a securer

basis than that on which they rest at present, if they are to be

retained as part of the Mission work of the Church of Scotland.

In name of the Committee,

F. CROMBIE, Convener.

The Committee have thus endeavoured to put clearly and

fully before the General Assembly the present position of their

Colonial Mission work.

The result of the review may be thus briefly summarised :

—

1. The pecuniary embarrassment from which the work of

the Committee lias suffered so seriously during the past year

will be relieved, it is now hoped, before next Assembly, by
the realisation of the Committee's interest in the residue of

the estate which has been so generously bequeathed to them
by the late Mr Buist of St Andrews.

2. Meanwhile, however, current expenses must be met,

and, even on the reduced scale of their retrenched expenditure,

will have to be met at a serious loss, which only very greatly
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increased liberality in support of the work of the Committee

can enable them to bear.

3. Modifications in their arrangements may be required by
change of circumstances ; such, for example, as the change

which would result were the British occupation of Cyprus to

cease. In the meantime, however, till some final decision on

that subject is declared by the Government, the Mission in

Cyprus has not been abandoned ; and from no other field which

the Committee has entered, would they, in tlie meantime, if

possible, absolutely withdraw.

However crippled they may be for a time in their efforts to

carry on the work they have attempted, they propose to en-

deavour its continuance ; and they trust the General Assembly
will support them in that resolution. It is the resolution to

persevere in the endeavour to make the Colonial Missions of

the General Assembly an effective expression by the Church of

her concern for the spiritual and eternal welfare of our expa-

triated countrymen wherever they may have gone. The Com-
mittee do not believe that our people have become indifferent

to that concern. They confidently assure themselves, that no

object of missionary effort lies nearer than that does to tlie

Christian heart of Scotland ; and that, now that the people

know the needs which are straitening the Committee's opera-

tions, the means of reinvigoration and enlargement shall not be

withheld.

The Committee commend the whole subject of anxious con-

cern, involving so wide and important interests, embraced bv
their Report, to the wise counsels of the General Assembly, and
earnestly implore for their deliberations the guidance and the

blessing of the great Head of the Church.

In name and by aj^j^ointmcnt of the Committee,

EGBERT H. MUIR, Convener.
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APPENDIX L

QUEENSLAND.

Letter from Convener of Sustentation Fund Committee of the

Queensland Presbyterian Church.

South Brisbane, Queensland,
IWi FehriMvy 1880.

Eev. dear Sir,—By minute No. 22 of the proceedings of our last

General Assembly, it was resolved " That a Committee be ap-

pointed to organise a Sustentation Fund Scheme, submit the same

to presbyteries, and, on approval, put the scheme into operation and

receive contributions towards the fund."

The Committee, deeply impressed with the heavy responsibility

of our Church in regard to our vast territory, and scattered but

ever-increasing population, to which we liave hitherto ministered

BO feebly and inefficiently, from want both of men and means, has

endeavoured, in humble dependence on the Divine blessing, to

devise such means as shall enable us not only to provide for the

better support of our present ministry, but also to go in and possess

the land for Christ.

By instructions of my Committee, I enclose circulars for your

Church's perusal, containing a sketch of our scheme, as approved.

Our object in so doing is twofold :

—

I. That ministers of your Church who may be inclined to change

their sphere of usefulness for one in the Colonies, may know on

what terms the Queensland Church seeks to welcome and maintain

Christ's ministering servants- ; and—

-

IL That your practical sympathy may be manifested by grants-

in-aid, to enable us to support wholly the labourer on entering his

destitute locality, until it has been wrought up to self-support.

These grants might be directed to be employed either as revenue

or capital fund. Thus our hands would be greatly strengthened in

this beginning of our way.

I write, hoping the communication may reach you before the

meeting of the supreme court of your Church.—With best Christian

regards, I remain, yours truly in our common Lord,

D. F. Mitchell, Convener.
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The Sustentation Fund of the Presbyterian Church of Queens-

land has now been fully adopted by the Church, speaking through

her General Assembly. Although the foregoing scheme is but the

bare foundation of what the Committee trusts shall yet become a

noble edifice, it yet believes that every loyal-hearted Presbyterian

will not only give it his best consideration, so as to improve and
perfect it, but also his most hearty efforts in order to make it a

grand success.

The present scheme, as may be seen at a glance, is very simple.

Starting with the conviction that ^250 ought to be the minimum
stipend of this Church, the Committee propose to collect funds to

raise all stipends as soon as possible to this figure.

I.—Annual subscribers of not less than £5, many of whom may
be living at present beyond the reach of ordinances, may supply

£100.

II.—Congregational efforts, at the rate proposed, would yield

somewhere about £270 annually, making £370 to £400 in all.

III.—Congregations are to be encouraged to help themselves by
the offer of £2 of grant to meet every £I additional they may
raise.

Thus, should the Committee have to deal with, say, eight con-

gregations, and possesses £370 to supplement : If four of the charges

gave £200 of stipend, and four gave only £150, the first four could

be raised at once to the minimum of £250, while the other four

could be brought i;p to a sum only £7, 10s. short of that amount.
The accomplishment of an end so desirable will, the Committee

feel certain, enlist on its behalf the sympathies of all true-hearted

Presbyterians.

Of the general advantage to the Church at large, the following

may be specified :—

-

I. The fact that the Church is one body, not only presided over
by one Head, but enriched by the warm current flowing to the

extremities under the impulse of one heart, will become manifest

to all.

II. Ministers at present sadly underpaid, would be encouraged
in that work in which all are engaged, by the proved sympathy
of their brethren.

III. Churches could be planted in localities where at present

neither the people nor the Church Extension Committee feel

warranted to move.

IV. Presbyterians living beyond ordinances would have a gen-
eral scheme presented, in support of which they could subscribe, so

promoting the efficiency and extending the usefulness of a Church
still dear to them.

V. Recruits from home, and young men in our own midst, would
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be encouraged to seek admission to our ranks, which need constant

accessions, seeing we miist not only hold our ground, but go in to

possess, until the whole colony shall enjoy the blessing of a Chris-

tian ministry.

D. F. Mitchell, Convener.

2i)th July 1879.

Brisbane, Wth November 1879.

At the last meeting of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church of Queensland, a Committee was appointed, with power to

inaugurate a Sustentation Fund, after the scheme was approved by

Presbyt(n-ies. The following scheme for such a fund, excepting

Clause II., may be said to have obtained the required approval :

—

" I. That the Sustentation Fund be supported by donations, be-

quests, and annual subscriptions, to be sent direct to the Convener.
" II. That each congregation be invited to support the General

Sustentation Fund by such organisations as it may consider best

suited to its own circumstances ; and that such report should, as

nearly as possible, be according to the following proportions on

stipends :

—

Congregations giving £200 or less

over £200, and not exceeding £300
over £300, ,, £400
over £400, ,, £500
over £500, ,, £600
over £600, ,, £700
over £700,

2 per cent.

3 „
4

5 ,,

6

7 „

" III. That the minimum stipend to be aimed at for every minis-

ter of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland be £250.
" IV. That, in granting supplement towards this minimum, as a

general rule, £2 shall be given to meet every £1 additional raised

by congregations needing such help.

"V. That the scheme come into operation on 1st January 1880,

in so far as receiving contributions to the Fund is concerned."

In the meantime. Clause II. has been remitted to Presbyteries

for their further consideration.

On behalf of the Sustentation Fund an appeal is now made to

the practical sympathy of the Church at large.

It is admittedly the duty of the Church to supply spiritual nour-

ishment to all her members : the object of the Sustentation Fund
is to concentrate the efforts of the Church in her endeavour, and

thus to overtake the spiritual destitution of her scattered members
and adherents. There are many places in which ministers or mis-
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sionaries cannot be stationed, because of the insufficiency of the

local support offered : on this account it is necessary that a com-
mon fund be instituted, which shall effectually provide each min-

ister or missionary with an adequate stipend ; and to this fund all

should be invited to contribute in proportion to their means. The
full attainment of the purpose in view will, of necessity, be a work
of time ; but it is very desirable that no delay take place in com-
mencing to work towards that purpose.

Assistance is expected, and will be welcomed from all quarters
;

but this appeal is specially addressed to friends who, though not

at present connected with any congregation by reason of distance,

will yet esteem it a privilege to give to a fund which is intended

to aid all Presbyterian congregations and missionary stations in the

colony requiring such assistance. Pending the settlement of a

minister in their neighbourhood, it is hoped that many will see

their way to give an annual siibscription to this fund, and thus

be instrumental in establishing Gospel ministrations in places

which, without aid, are not likely to be soon in the enjoyment of

church ordinances.

Any donation you may be pleased to send can be placed, if you
so prefer, to the credit of the Fund's Capital, the interest of which
will form in time, it is hoped, a considerable item of the Fund's

annual income. The intention is to start the Fund as from not

later than 1st January 1880 ; and the Committee is particularly

anxious to have an encouraging Eeport to present to next General

Assembly. I therefore request the favour of an early reply to

this communication.

Commending the scheme to the earnest and favourable considera-

tion of yourself and of all who have the welfare of the Church at

heart,—I am, your faithful servant,

D. F. Mitchell, Conven".r.

U
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APPENDIX 11.

CANADA.

1.

Queen's University and College, Kingston.

The Trustees of Queen's University and College at Kingston, On-
tario, Canada, to the Committee of the General Assembly of

the Church of Scotland for promoting the Religious Interests

of Presbyterians in the Colonies.

Dear Sirs,—We desire to submit to you the report of the present

session—the thirty-ninth since the foundation of the College by
royal charter in 1841—and to express our thanks for the grant of

£450 which we received from you last year.

Since writing to you a year ago, we have lost two faithful and

well-beloved officers, to each of whom special notice— brief, of

necessity—is well due. The first called away was our late secre-

tary and treasurer, Mr William Ireland, through whom we usually

corresponded with your Committee. Mr Ireland served Queen's

College as secretary for nearly twenty years, and as secretary and

treasurer for fifteen 3'^ears. Absolute confidence was always reposed

in him ; and such confidence he merited by a rare combination of

business ability and Christian integrity.

Shortly after the new year commenced, we sustained wellnigli

irreparable loss by the death of the Eev. J. H. Mackerras, M.A., our

Professor of Classics. Professor Mackerras also acted as one of the

clerks of the General Assembly, and was for many years the Secre-

tary of the Correspondence Committee of our Church with the

Colonial Committee. His services to the Church and the College

are so well known, that it is unnecessary for us to do more than

refer to them. He gave to his alma mater a loving service that

may be called unparalleled in its purity and intensity. Queen's

College represented to him the best interests of the Church and
the country, and he felt that neither labour nor life was too mucli

to give to secure its permanence and prosperity. As long as the

University endures his name will be associated with it in honour-

able remembrance.
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On the 30th of May 1879, the foundation-stones of our new
spacious college buildings—to which reference was made in our

report—were laid by His Excellency the Governor- General and
H.R.H. the Princess Louise, amid the greatest possible demonstra-

tions of public interest and enthusiasm. The building is to be

handed over to us, in a completely finished state, on the 1st of Sep-

tember ensuing. The rapidly-increasing number of our students

made a new building, with proper laboratories, library, museum,
convocation hall, and class-rooms, a necessity. We look forward

with gladness to the prospect of being so soon able to give to our

professors needed room and facilities for their work.

This session 115 students are enrolled in Arts and Divinity, of

whom 51 are studying for the ministry. Seventy-five students are

attending classes in the medical college affiliated to the University.

Of the student-catechists aided by you, Messrs Kellock, Nairn,

Mason, and Love are in the Divinity Hall ; and it is only justice to

say that they give every satisfaction, both as students and as mis-

sionary catechists.

As our income continues to show a deficit every year, we are

still unable to appoint a third Professor in Divinity. To make up
in part for the lack there is in consequence, Rev. Dr Jardine con-

tinued the course on Apologetics that he commenced last session
;

and Rev. Dr Ure, of Goderich, has given a much-appreciated course

of twenty lectures on Homiletics and Pastoral and Evangelistic

work.

On the whole, we can say with truth that Queen's is taking a

deeper hold on the country every year ; that there is no work that

tlie Colonial Committee can point to with more legitimate satisfac-

tion, as a monument of its liberality and its wise insight into the

needs of a great colony in its early youth, than this rapidly-grow-

ing University, which would not have been in existence but for the

generous aid of the Scottish Church ; and that a patriotic desire to

bind the Colonies to the mother country, as well as Christian affec-

tion for Scottish Presbyterians abroad, sliould impel the Church of

Scotland to continue its interest in an institution that must ever be

a potent factor in forming the higher life of the people of Canada.

We beg to tender our cordial thanks to the General Assembly,

through you, for the interest it has always manifested in Queen's

College.

All of which is respectfully submitted, in the name and behalf of

the board of Trustees.

Eras. C. Ljeland,

Secretary to the Board.

Queen's College, Kingston, Ontaiho, Canada,
22tZ March 1880.
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2.

The Letter of the Committee of the Svxon of the Presby-

terian Church of Canada in connection with the Church

of Scotland.

Montreal, 15ih April 1880.

Eev. dear Sir,— In behalf of the Synod of the Presbyterian

Church of Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland, and

of the Committee appointed by that supreme court to correspond

with the Colonial Committee, I have the honour to convey through

you, for transmission to the ensuing General Assembly, a renewed

assurance of the undiminished loyalty and unalterable attachment

of our Church to the mother Church, the Church of Scotland. While

we deeply deplore that, in consequence of the sudden and startling-

diminution of your funds, your Committee should have found it

necessary to suspend, this year, the measure of practical s^niipathy

in the promotion of our work to which we have been hitherto accus-

tomed, our love for the Church of our fathers remains, as it must

ever remain, the same. We have never based our claim to support

from the Church of Scotland on any other ground than that we are

Scottish Churchmen, and her children in this colony of the British'

empire ; and on no other will we ever either seek or desire aid from

her. Although, therefore, it would be idle affectation to deny that

the action of the Colonial Committee in withholding from us a

grant out of such funds as they had has crippled our resources and

hindered our usefulness, we would be recreant to our principles

and untrue to ourselves if we allowed such a circumstance, however

temporarily depressing and painfully surprising, to interfere with

or weaken our devotion to the Church of Scotland. We cannot but

regard her with profoundest reverence and affection, whatever she

may or may not do for us.

It gives me great pleasure to enclose you a duplicate of creden-

tials given to one of our esteemed brethren. Rev. Peter Galbraith,

of London, Ontario, who is empowered to represent our Church at

the approaching General Assembly, and at any meetings of your

Committee which you may wish him to attend. Mr Galbraith sails

about the end of this month, and I would bespeak for him your

usual kind reception of his communications, which will be found

both candid and respectful.

In view of Mr Galbraith's appearance and presence among you,

it is needless for me to prolong this letter further than to add the

earnest prayer that peace and prosperity may continue to abound

in the dear old Chui'ch of Scotland, and that no device of her ene-
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mies for her overthrow may in anywise succeed.—Believe me, Eev.

dear Sir, yours very faithfully,

Gavin Lang,

Convener of the Correspondence Committee

of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in comiection ivith

the Church of Scotland.

Eeport of the Kev. Pkofessor Pollok, D.D.

Our session closed on the 29th April by a Convocation held in

Fort Massey Church in this city, when there was a large attend-

ance of members of the College board, and ministers from all parts

of the country, as well as members of the Clrarches. The churcl],

which is large, was quite filled. Reports were read by each of the

professors, giving brief statements of the course of study conducted

in each of the departments during the session. Prizes were then

distributed to the students of each year who had excelled in the

whole work of the session. Eight prizes of this description were

given, together with eight prizes for essays. The money thus

given, amounting to £65 sterling, was contributed by friends of the

College. It was announced that Mr M'Millan renews his prize of

£5 for the best sermon, on a subject to be selected. The Rev. Mr
Carruthers, a former student, has founded an annual prize of

£2, 10s., to be called the " Morrison prize," in memory of a brother-

in-law deceased. It is expected that, in addition to these, sev-

eral prizes for competition will be announced in the forthcoming

calendar. Six students have graduated. These are of high char-

acter and promise, and are now entering upon the mission field.

The session, which has been a little longer than usual, has been

a laborious but very successful one. The students, when examined

by presbyteries upon the subjects taught in our course, have been

found to be well equipped for their work. The satisfaction felt by
ministers with the work done here is proved by a growing interest

in the College, which manifests itself year by year at our opening

and closing assemblies. The attendance this year was much larger

than on any former occasion of the kind ; and there was a represen-

tation of all classes belonging to our congregations. The session

opened with fifteen students in attendance ; but one, the best stu-

dent of the previous year, was obliged on account of his health to

leave before the close of the term. His feebleness of health was

caused by the severity of his labours in the home mission field

dx;ring the previous summer. One of our students died last sum-
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mer within the walls of the College about two months after the

close of the term. He belonged to Cape Breton, and was much
lamented by the people of that island, among whom he had faith-

fully laboured as a catechist. Another was compelled by weakness

of eyesight to remain at home for a winter ; but he is expected to

return next year. These circumstances are sufficient to account

for a slight diminution in our numbers as compared with some

former years. We are now also thrown entirely upon our own
sources of supply, as the students sent out by the Colonial Com-
mittee as catechists are now licensed and occupy important posi-

tions. Our attendance also suffers, as fonuerly, by the induce-

ments of a pecuniary nature held out by other colleges, especially

in the United States, to students from the Dominion. On the other

hand, the character and scholastic attainments of those now in

attendance are superior to those of the students of any former

year.

A very important and encouraging part of our proceedings was
the meeting of the Board of Superintendence, held on the morning

of Convocation Day. There was a large attendance of members,

and after long deliberation, during which the utmost harmony pre-

vailed, a resolution was passed and arrangements were made to

prosecute energetically, and with a view to completion, the College

Endowment Scheme. The work of collecting subscriptions has

been greatly hindered and even partially interrupted by the unpre-

cedented commercial depression of the last four years. This de-

pression in trade began just when we began our work of collecting-

money for the College, and has continued undiminished down to

the present time. It presses with special severity upon the lower

provinces of the Dominion. The whole sum paid into the treasurer

up to the present time amoimts to £11,000 sterling. It was fortu-

nate that the Board was able, for £5000 of this money, to purchase

a commodious building for college purposes—a purchase which

could not have been effected on such terms in times of commercial

prosperity. Now a strenuous effort is to be made to collect sub-

scriptions, which amount, so far as known, to about £18,000 ster-

ling, and to raise subscriptions in many parts of the Church which

have not been visited by canvassers. Members of the Board ex-

pressed the opinion that the depression of trade ought no longer to

be considered a sufficient reason for delay in this work—especially

as the liberality of the Church of Scotland to the College increases

our obligation, and lays a heavier responsibility upon us to go for-

ward and finish the undertaking, however difficult its full accom-

plishment may be. We feel that it is in newer fields, such as

Manitoba and the great North-West, that the mother Church should

find her most appropriate field of operations, and thereby secure for
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the Presbyterian Clmrcli a favourable start in a vast region which

is soon to be occupied by a large and prosperous population.

The Colonial Committee, in estimating the liberality of the

Lower Provinces' Synod to our College Endowment Scheme, will

be pleased to observe that, though only £1800 sterling have been

added during this financial year to the Endowment Fund, the de-

mands upon our Churches as a whole are very great, and the liber-

ality of our people to religion is equalled in very few Churches in

the world. Besides the Endowment Fund, there is a College Fund
to meet current expenses, as the existing endowments are not suffi-

cient for the support of all the professors. This fund requires

about £600 per annum. Not only is the home mission field of our

Church gigantic, extending over a great region, from the Atlantic

to British Columbia ; but our Chiirch has representatives in four

foreign mission fields, and the work in each of these is of a most

interesting and important character. Circumstances existing be-

fore union, and over which the United Church had no control, have

led to the possession by the Church of a large number of colleges,

which are pressing their claims upon the people, and actively en-

gaged in extending college buildings, forming endowments, and

establishing libraries, bursaries, and scholarships. The Assembly's

Statistical Committee for last year reported the contributions

throughout the whole Church as averaging £3, lis. per family, and

£2, 2s. per each communicant, which, as compared with other

Churches, will be found to be a very high average. This liberality

is also increasing year by year—as in 1879 there was an increase

in contributions for all purposes of £15,998 over the previous year.

The sum raised for all purposes during last year in our Church in

Canada was £222,000 sterling. The list of our schemes, including

the different college funds, is indeed a formidable one for a com-

paratively young Church.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada promises soon to become

one of the great Presbyterian Churches of the world. The Church

of Scotland may indeed look with pride upon her as one of the

most successful and loyal of her many daughters. For the kindness

and liberality of the Colonial Committee to our College and Home
Mission I have to tender continued thanks. We Avere specially

gratified by the mission of my old friend and fellow-labourer, the

Kev. G. W. Sprott, and by his calm, considerate, and impartial

report to the Church at home. His colonial experience, as well as

sagacity and genuine sympathy with all parties, fitted him admir-

ably for the work to which he had been designated. I have always

been in favour of personal visits by members of Committee to fields

of labour in which the Committee are interested. Such delegates

are enabled to satisfy themselves that true and faithful accounts
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are from time to time transmitted for the informatiou of the

Colonial Committee.

Kespectfully submitted by

Allan Pollok.

Eeport to the Colonial Committee by the Eev. George W.
Sprott, B.A., Deputy of the Church of Scotland to the

Churches in Canada. 1879.

In accordance with the commission intrusted to me by the Church,

I sailed from Liverpool, in company with Mr Croil, Deputy from

the Canadian Assembly, on the 5th of June, and after a singularly

prosperous voyage across the Atlantic, landed at Quebec on the

morning of the 14tli. I there called upon the Eev. Dr Cook, and,

under his guidance, visited Morrin College, St Andrew's Church,

and the principal objects of interest in the city. We also went to

the Viceregal Lodge, the temporary residence of the Governor-

General, to pay our respects to his Excellency, but did not find

him in. The same evening I took the boat for Montreal ; and the

next day being Sunday, officiated there for the Eev. Dr Jenkins

in St Paul's Church, a large and handsome building erected some

years ago at a cost of £20,000. I also called for the Eev. Gavin

Lang, who was not at home ; but I received a letter from

him which he had forwarded from Toronto, intimating that the

Synod of the Presbyterian Church in Canada in connection with

the Church of Scotland had closed, but that the Correspondence

Committee, of which he was Convener, had been authorised to

aiTange for a meeting with me, at such time and place as would

be most convenient. On Monday I went to Ottawa, where I was

welcomed by Mr Forsyth, formerly one of my Ceylon flock, whose

kind offers of hospitality had been intimated to those who were

arranging to receive me as the guest of the Church.

The same evening I presented my commission to the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, met in St

Andrew's Church, under the presidency of the Eev, Dr Eeid, and,

as the Deputy of the Church of Scotland, received a most hearty

welcome. After addressing the House, in accordance with my
instructions, the thanks of the Assembly were tendered to me by
the Moderator, who took occasion to express their high respect

for the Church of Scotland, their gratitude for the aid received

from the Colonial Committee, and for the prospect of this being

continued in some of tlie more necessitous fields. For several
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days I was in close attendance on the Assembly, and in my repre-

sentative capacity received every attention by which regard for

the Church of Scotland could be manifested.

The Assembly had among its members many eminent ministers

and laymen from all parts of Canada—the homes of some of them
being at least 3000 miles apart. The attendance of the most
distinguished clergymen is always secured, as Presbyteries send

only part of their representatives by rotation, electing the rest by
ballot. The old lines of distinction seemed to be in a great

measure effaced, and the ability shown in debate, the liberality of

sentiment displayed, and the excellence of the business arrange-

ments, would all have done credit to any ecclesiastical assembly
in the world.

The Church numbers 857 pastoral charges and 637 ministers

—

an increase of 19 during last year.

I made it my business to gather as much information as possible

about its missionary operations at home and abroad, and I now
pi'oceed to give a summary of the facts as to its principal Schemes.

Theological Colleges.

Of these, the Church maintains six, situated at Halifax, Quebec,

Montreal, Toronto, Kingston, and Winnipeg. These institutions,

all of which were in existence at the time of the Union, extend

over nearly 3000 miles, and besides training a native ministry,

serve a most important purpose as centres of evangelistic effort.

The Church could not have enjoyed anything like its present

jjrosperity had it not been for the labours of professors and
students in the Home Mission fields during the summer months.

For many years the students have been pioneers in the new dis-

tricts, and have volunteered for posts along the frontier which
the Home Mission would otherwise have been wholly unable to

occupy. The fruit of their labours is now to be seen in many
flourishing congregations, where the ordained minister very often

carries on the same work which as a student he had begun.

French Evangelisation.

I pass next to the Mission to the French-speaking Roman
CathoHcs, who number 1,250,000. The Montreal Theological

College trains both French and English speaking students, and
has a very close connection with this Mission, which employs at-

the present time 39 agents, 17 of them ordained ministers, several

of whom are ex-priests of the Church of Rome. This is probably

the most successful Mission to Roman Catholics in the world, and
the reason of its sviccess may be due to the fact that the French
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Canadians are a remarkably sober, industrious, moral, and, in their

own way, religious people. The work of the Mission is by no

means wholly aggressive—it is defensive as well ; and this is its

justification in the eyes of some w^ho might not otherwise heartily

sympathise with it. There are scattered English-speaking families

belonging to the Church in many French districts, and 15 agents

of the Mission conduct services in both languages. In former

days these little Protestant communities were too often neglected,

and the consequence is that you now come upon settlements in

Lower Canada where there are numbers of people with Scottish

names who are all Eoman Catholics, and cannot speak a word of

English. On inquiry you find that they are the descendants of

Scottish Churchmen.

Missions to the Heathen.

The Church has extensive and widely-spread Foreign Missions,

having agents at work in China, India, the South Seas, among the

Hindoo coolies on the sugar plantations of Trinidad, and among
several tribes of Indians in tlie north-west of the Dominion. I

heard much of the ability and zeal of one of the Chinese mission-

aries—the Rev. Mr M'Kay—and of the great success of his labours

in the Island of Formosa ; and one of the most interesting features

in the Assembly's proceedings was an address delivered by a mis-

sionary from Trinidad, the Eev. Mr Christie. This Mission, which

has been remarkably prosperous, receives much aid from the

owners of estates, many of whom are resident in this country. I

listened to the address with the more interest that the facts men-
tioned had an important bearing on the work of the Colonial Com-
mittee in our tropical colonies.

The Home Mission.

I come next to Home Mission work, wdiich is carried on on a

most extensive scale. Last year the Church spent about £8000
in supplementing salaries in 131 weak charges, and in sending

ministers, licentiates, and students to conduct services in 221

groups of stations. The weak charges are for the most part in

poor or new settlements ; but aid is onl}^ given on the following-

conditions— that the people contribute to all the schemes of the

Church, furnish full statistics, and pay towards the salary of their

minister at the average rate of seven dollars a family.

The stipends of these charges are only supplemented up to 700
dollars per annum from all sources.

I considered it my duty to get information particularly as to

the stations not yet organised into congregations in the newer
mission fields, and to visit one or more of these fields.
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The principal Home Mission districts in Ontario are the Ottawa
Valley, Madoc to the north of Kingston, Muskoka to the north of

Toronto, Parry Sound, and Mauitoulin Island in Lake Superif)v.

1 had the pleasure of meeting with two members of Assembly
whose names are everywhere in Canada associated with two of

these districts, and who, from the nature and extent of their

labours, are known respectively as Bishop Wishart and Bishop
Findlay.

Madoc.

Mr Wishart has been twenty-two years in Madoc, a district 100
miles long by 30 wide, the whole of which he visits several times

annually, besides attending to the duties of his own charge.

With the assistance of 2 ordained missionaries and 6 students

—

2 from each of three colleges during summer—services are kept

up at 35 preaching stations. Throughout the district Mr Wishart
has done a great work, in laying the foundations of congregations,

purchasing glebe - lands, and building churches— St John's, St

Paul's, St Columba's, St Peter's, and so on. His own parish

cliurch, which is quite a cathedral in the wilderness, when finished,

will cost from four to five tliousand pounds. Four-fifths of the

people throughout the district are connected with the Mission

more or less closely, and it is Mr Wishart's ardent wish that they

should all be good Christians and good Presbyterians.

Muskoka.

Fifteen years ago mission work was begun in this district, which
is 150 miles long by 100 wide. When Mr Findlay entered it as

the only ordained missionary in 1875, there were 12 preaching-

stations. There are now 50, 38 of which are organised, and in

connection with these there are 1000 members. Mr Findlay is

now pastor of a settled charge, but continues to visit the whole
field, in which he is assisted by 2 ordained missionaries, and in

summer by a number of students. Further settlements would be

occupied but for want of means and agents.

Both Mr Wishart and Mr Findlay were anxious that I should

visit their districts, as being quite the fields referred to in the

resolution of the last General Assembly— where emigrants are

struggling with peculiar difficulties, and where, in their opinion, a

little aid from the funds of the Colonial Committee would go almost

further than anywhere else.

I met, however, at the Assembly, Professors Hart and Bryce
of Manitoba College, and the Hon. Alex. Morris, late governor
of Manitoba, who was present as an elder, and they urged me by
all means to visit that region, as by far the largest and most
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necessitous of the Home IMission fields. Many others gave me the

same advice ; and as my host held out the prospect of procuring

passes for part of the journey, which would lessen the expense, I

decided to pay a flying visit to the North-West, as the best use I

could make of part of my time in Canada.

Towards Winnipeg.

On Saturday the 21st I went from Ottawa to Kingston, a

distance of 119 miles, with Principal Grant, and on the following

day officiated in St Andrew's Church. The Principal, whose guest

I was during my stay at Kingston, showed me over the old college,

and the handsome new building alongside, of which the foundation-

stones were laid some time ago by his Excellency the Governor-

General and H.E.H. the Princess. Dr Grant's subscription-list

for the new buildings, and to meet the withdrawal of the Colonial

Committee's grant, already amounts to £30,000. The Principal's

energy and success in raising money for Church purposes are very

remarkable. At the same time, this result shows an extraordinaiy

spirit of liberality among the people. The number of students at

Queen's College last year was 110, of whom 49 are studying for the

ministry. On the 24th I left for Toronto, 163 miles west, and

during my stay there enjoyed the hospitality of Mr M'Murrich, an

elder whom I had met at the Assembly. Among other objects of

interest I visited St Andrew's Church, of which Mr M'Donnell is

pastor, erected at a cost of £20,000, and perhaps the most imposing

Presbyterian Church in Canada ; also Knox College, which, since

its origin about thirty years ago, has contributed immensely to the

Presbyterian occupation of Western Ontario. The students have

very commodious rooms in tlie building, and their whole expenses

amount to less than 14s. per week. The number studying divinity

in 1877-78 was 40. From Toronto I went to Milton, and spent

part of a day with the Rev. Mr Dobie ; from Milton to Hamilton,

thence to London and Detroit, where I entered upon a journey of

1110 miles through the United States.

At Chicago I was joined by Professor Bryce, who had shortened

his stay in Canada to accompany me, and we went on together to

St Paul's, then throiigh hundreds of miles of prairie to St Vincent

in the extreme north of Minnesota, and close to the Canadian

frontier. There we struck the Eed River of the North, the course

of which we had traced for a length of time far to the left by the

fringe of wood on its banks ; and, exchanging the cars for the

steamboat, a sail of 120 miles brought us to Winnipeg, the half-

way house of the continent. Professor Bryce, who resides in the

College, invited me to stay with him ; and from him and Mrs

Bryce I received every kindness and attention. It was vacation
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time, and the only student in residence was a fine Indian youth,

who among his own people is known as " The White Elk."

Winnipeg, of which Fort Garry, the old station of the Hudson
Bay Company, now forms part, had a population eight yeai-s ago
of 500. It is now a flourishing town with from 8000 to 10,000
inhabitants. The College is a plain wooden building in the out-

skirts. On the afternoon of my arrival I drove with Professor

Bryce to Kildonan, four miles down the river. The road was
almost impassable, and the harness at length gave way. This
set the horse at liberty, but left us sticking in a sea of mud.
The Professor's resources, however, were equal to the occasion,

and we found our way to the manse, where we were welcomed by
the Eev. Dr Black, the minister of the parish. Kildonan was
settled by Highlanders who, in 1812 and 1816, were brought
from the parish of the same name in Sutherlandshire to grow
wheat for the use of the oflScers of the Hudson Bay Company,
and planted down in this remote solitude, then 1000 miles from
the nearest white settlement on the Mississippi. They had been
promised that a clergyman would follow them from home, but they
were doomed to repeated and vexing disappointments. A genera-

tion grew up, who received the ordinances of religion from Episco-

pal ministers. To suit their tastes the Scottish Psalms were sung
in the English Church, and one service in the day was modelled
after that of Scotland. But their attachment to the faith of tlieir

fathers remained unshaken ; and when, after forty years, Dr Black
was sent up from Canada, nearly the whole community returned to

the Church. Two days afterwards we drove out into the countrv
in another direction to see something of farming in newer settle-

ments. Our team was sti-onger than before, and, though we were
once or twice nearly afloat, we reached home without any accident.

We were told that the month of June, which is always very wet,

was this season the worst since the deluge, by which was not
meant the Flood of Noah, but a local inundation, which some years
ago obliged the Kildonan people to leave their homes and farms
and take refuge on a more elevated plateau at some distance back.

It appears that this has several times happened since the formation

of that settlement. During my brief stay in Winnipeg I met with
Mr Campbell and Mr Donaldson, two of the country missionaries,

with several influential laymen interested in the work ; and I had
a special conference on Church matters with Dr Black, Mr Kobert-

son, the minister of Knox's Church, Winnipeg, Mr Donaldson, and
Professor Bryce. I had already obtained much information as to

the Church in the province from the Professor ; and one main
object of the conference was to ascertain the views of other leading

members of the Presbytery.
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Conference at Winnipeg.

I now proceed to give a summary of the information obtained,

and of the representations which I was requested to lay before the

('olonial Committee. The Presbytery of Manitoba, which has

synodical powers, is about 1000 miles long by 150 broad. The
area in which work is at present being carried on is 750 miles long

by 100 broad. The population in Manitoba, Keewatin, and the

Xorth-West Territory, is as follows :

—

Whites and Half-breeds, about . . . 56,000

Indians, 30,000

The immigration this sunnner, up to the time of my visit, Avas from

12,000 to 14,000. The greater part of the white population is

from the older provinces of Canada, but there are many Scotsmen

among the officers of the Hudson Bay Company, and a number

among the settlers. About half of the white population are Pres-

byterians.

The College, which is affiliated to the University of Manitoba,

has only two professors ; but Dr Black and Mr Eobertson are also

on the staff as lecturers on theology. It serves important purposes

as a high school for the sons of settlers and officials of the Hudson

Bay Company, and as a centre of evangelistic effort, in which every

available agent takes part, besides providing a course of education

for the ministry. The number of students last year was 44. Those

studying for the ministry have as yet been only 7 or 8, of whom
several have been licensed. The revenue is about £800 per annum,

of which £500 is given by the Church in Canada, £150 by the Free

Church, £50 by the Irish Presbyterian Church, and the remaining

£100 is from fees.

In the Presbytery there are only two self-sustaining charges

—

Kildonan and Winnipeg. The Winnipeg congregation was organ-

ised in March 1872 with 9 members. It has now 270 : and their

first church having been found insufficient, they are replacing it by

a new one to hold 900, and at a cost of £4500. In the territory

over which the Presbytery extends there are 18 groups of stations,

distant from Winnipeg from 10 to 700 miles, and separated by vast

expanses of prairie, often without a house, a hillock, or a tree. In

connection with these stations several churches are being erected,

and each combined group gives from £50 to £80 towards the

salary of its ordained missionary. The balance is contributed by

the Church in Canada, which supplements the salaries of its Mani-

toba agents up to £180. Connected with two of these groups

—

the one above 150 miles, the other 600, from Winnipeg—there are

Indian missions and schools. One white, two half-breeds, and a
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pure Sioux, all ordained men, are employed as Indian missionaries,

and their salaries are paid by the Foreign Mission Board of the

Church. The Sioux is from the neighbouring State of Dacota,

where there is a Pi'esbytery of Indian pastors.

Besides the agents I have referred to, there are clergymen minis-

tering to the employees on the section of the Canada Pacific Railway
which is in process of construction between Winnipeg and Thunder
Bay—a distance of 480 miles. Two hundred are already com-
pleted, and this part of that great iron way, which is destined to

bind together all the provinces from the Atlantic to the Pacific,

will be opened in 1881-82. Many of the railway labourers are

Presbyterians from the older provinces, and the salaries of the

clergymen are paid by the contractors and their men. The clergy-

men hold their services at the different camps along the line. They
officiate at four or five of these each Sunday, and in this way get

over their beats in about a month.

In all there are 25 agents at work in the Presbytery, and there

are now 100 preaching stations, whereas, in 1871, there were only

10. Six or seven of the ministers formerly belonged to the Church
of Scotland in the older provinces, and the majority of these have
annually £-10 from the Temporalities Fund, in addition to which
they receive the same remuneration as the other clergy. The
]\Ianitoba Mission is a very heavy burden on the resources of the

Church ; but it is most anxious to follow the tide of immigration,

as the Free Church did with marvellous success in Western On-
tario, and it is exerting itself almost beyond its strength to do so,

in the belief that many of the stations which can now do little for

themselves will, in a few years, be flourishing congregations, able

to help their more necessitous brethren. Presbyterianism starts in

]\Ianitoba without any divisions, and full of heart and hope. The
clergymen I met with were of opinion that the white population

within the bounds of the Presbytery will, in ten years, amount to

200,000, and to maintain and extend their operations they look

eagerly for help from home. They desired me to represent to the

Colonial Committee that it would be of immense advantage if the

Committee would pay the salary of a Presbytery missionary to visit

new stations, and to act as a supernumerary. This, including

travelling expenses, would amount to £250 per annum. They were
of opinion that this was the best thing the Church of Scotland

could do for them. At the same time, they would welcome a grant

to the College, or money devoted to the support of student-evan-

gelists. They considered £40 sufficient to cover a student's ex-

penses at college in winter, and in the mission field in summer.
They thought it would be advantageous in some respects, and that

it would be agreeable to the Canadian Church, for the Colonial Com-
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mittee to correspond directly with their Presbytery. From what I

heard in the older provinces, much as the necessities of the new
fields to the north of Ontario are felt, if we have to choose betwixt

them and Manitoba, I should say the general voice would be in

favour of Manitoba.

I must not omit to say that at Winnipeg I had the pleasure of

meeting the Bishop of Kupert's Land, a Scotsman who is held in

universal respect, and by none more so than the Presbyterian clergy-

men in his neighbourhood.

On the 3d of July I parted with my Manitoba friends, and began

my homeward journey. The following morning, when the steamer

stopped at Emerson, a new Canadian town with 600 or 700 inhabi-

tants, near the American line, the Rev. Mr Scott came on board,

with several of his congregation and a troop of Sunday-school

children. He informed me that, as minister of Emerson, he was a

member of the Presbytery of Manitoba, 120 miles down the river

;

and as minister of Pembina, another new town across the border,

he was a member of the American Presbytery of St Paul's, above

400 miles in the opposite direction. It was the 4th of July, and

he was taking the Canadian Sunday-school children across the

border, to keep holiday with those of Pembina on the anniversary

of American Independence. He had been very highly spoken of

by his co-presbyters at Winnipeg, and I listened with much interest

to his account of the country and of his work.

On the 7th of the month I reached London, where I stayed with

the Rev. James Murray, formerly of the Church of Scotland in New
Brunswick, now minister of a flourishing Union congregation, and

of a fine church erected at a cost of £8000. London, which is

situated in one of the best farming districts in Canada, has five

Presbyterian churches to a population of 30,000— a proportion

similar to what I noticed elsewhere. Here I met the Rev. Mr
Burnet of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connection with

the Church of Scotland, who has resigned his London charge on

account of ill health ; also the Rev. Mr Galbraith, from Pictou, who
had been doing duty in his place. From Mr Burnet, whose health,

I am glad to say, was improving, I obtained full particulars as to

the condition of the congregations that have not joined the Union,

the disposal of the grant of £300 from the Colonial Committee, and

the lawsuits which are being carried on about Church property. I

was also waited on by a deputation from St Stephen's Church, of

which he had been pastor, who stated their hardships and diffi-

culties, and requested me to take charge of an application for assist-

ance from the Colonial Committee. This application is now in the

hands of the Convener, and when it comes to be considered, I shall

state what I learned as to the circumstances of the congregation.
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Conference at Toronto.

On the 10th I met at Toronto, in accordance with previous

arrangement, the Foreign Correspondence Committee of the Pres-

byterian Church in Canada in connection with the Church of Scot-

land, and other leading members of the Church, to whom intima-

tion had been sent by the Convener. Thei'e were present the Eev.

Messrs Lang, Dobie, Watson of Thora, Campbell, Hutcheson, and
Galbraith, Judge Miller of Milton, T. M'Lean, Esq., of Toronto,

and from twenty to thirty other representatives of congregations,

some of whom had come long distances. Our conference lasted

seven hours, and turned upon the condition of the Church, the

Union, the hardships which they had suffered owing to the legisla-

tion in Ontario, and the prospect of assistance from home.

State of the Church.— In Quebec and Ontario there are 12

ministers not in the Union, and 36 congregations. Several of the

ministers have, from various causes, demitted their charges, but

continue to officiate as missionaries. All who were in the Church
before the Union receive grants from the Temporalities Fund. The
congregations are chiefly in the country ; and the number men-
tioned includes the smaller stations and minorities who declined

to enter the Union. A large proportion of the members are

Highlanders.

With regard to the question of Union, I thought it wisest to

quote the Acts of Assembly and the Resolutions of the Colonial

Committee bearing upon the subject, and to content myself with
stating that the Church at home regarded those who entered it and
those who had not done so as equally loyal to her. It was very
evident that the lawsuits in process and the losses already incurred

had widened the breach betwixt them and their former brethren
;

and that meanwhile there is little prospect of any change of posi-

tion. It was said that there was scarcely a person present who
had not suffered heavily in defending property to which they
believed their branch of the Church had a right.

The Temporalities Fund.—The great lawsuit is that affecting the

Temporalities Fund, and indeed the whole property of the Church
before the Union. This is now at last being tried on its merits, and
it is almost certain that, whatever the decision in Canada may be,

an appeal will be taken to the Privy Council at home. An injunc-

tion or interdict has been procured in the meantime, the effect of

which is to tie up the Temporalities Fund, and to stop all pay-

ments from it, to the serious inconvenience, doubtless, of many of

the beneficiaries on both sides. The main grounds on which the

minority hopes for success are, that the fund was settled by the

United Canada Legislature before the formation of the Dominion,

X
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and that the redisposition of it was not the Act of the Dominion

Parliament, but of the Provincial Legislatures of Quebec and
Ontario.

A general Act, it is held, cannot be repealed by two local

Legislatures, even though they together cover the ground of the

old Canada legislation. Should this view be sustained, it will

invalidate the Acts passed to carry property into the Union ; and
the result will be that, pending fresh legislation, which will no

doubt be sought, the minority will be put in possession of the

whole property belonging formerly to the Church of Scotland

;

while one or two Free Church ministers, who also declined to

enter the Union, will have a similar claim to the rest of the pro-

perty of the United Church. The question is one obviously affect-

ing the constitution of the Dominion.

It is matter of deep regret to the minority that their bretliren

in Synod, before the Union was consummated, by adding largely

to the list of beneficiaries, made demands upon the Temporalities

Fund beyond the yearly interest. The result is, that already

£14,800 of the principal, which amounted to about £130,000, has

been spent, and that with the sanction of both Church and State.

The expenses of the lawsuit may possibly be allowed from the

same source ; and it is to be feared that this fund, which was
created with so much self-denial on the part of the clergy, and
which might prove so great a blessing to the future Presbyterian-

ism of Canada, will share the general fate of Church property in

times of change.

Congregational Lawsuits.—Under the Act as at present in force,

there has been a large amount of litigation in Ontario. Before the

Union, separate Acts were passed in the several provinces in which

the Churches were about to unite. The legislation of Ontario

bore hard upon minorities, and tliere seems at first to have been

much doubt as to the effect of some of its clauses. It held all

congregations to be in the Union, but that any of them might

secede, provided that at a meeting, regularly called according to

the constitution of such congregation, or the practice of the Church

with which it was connected, and held within six months after the

Union, it should be decided to withdraw, by a majority of those

who, by the constitution of the said congregation, or the practice

of the said Church, were entitled to vote. There were disputes as

to the mode of calling meetings, the practice of the Church, the

constitutions of congregations, and as to whether the majority was
absolute, or only a majority of those who attended the meetings.

Hence many bitter and expensive lawsuits. It was ultimately ruled

that the majority required was an absolute one ; and of course in all

cases minorities, whether they withdrew from the Union or remained
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in it, lost their share of the Church property. It was represented

to me that there were cases where, with an undoubted majority

against union, the property had been lost and wrong done throiigh

legal technicalities, and that large sums had been spent in fruitless

attempts to obtain redress. The London congregation, so far as I

could learn the facts of the case, seems to have lost its property in

this way. Several gentlemen present mentioned instances where

the property had gone to those who had contributed almost nothing

to it. The Rev. Mr Dobie was authorised by the meeting to draw
up a statement as to tlie wrongs considered to have been suffered in

particular cases, for the information of the Colonial Committee.

That statement has been forwarded to me, and is now in the hands

of the Convener. I took the opportunity afterwards of saying to

some prominent members of the Union Church, that, in the in-

terests of justice and of future reconciliation, these cases should

be looked into by them, and any good ground of complaint re-

moved.

I need hardly add that this Church hopes for a continuance of

grants from the Colonial Committee. Apart from the older congre-

gations, it has some new stations, as in the neighbourhood of Col-

lingwood on the Georgian Bay, which would fall under the recent

Act of Assembly. Since I left Canada, Mr Lang, who has been in

correspondence with his brethren on this subject, has proposed that

a portion of the present grant should be applied to the procuring of

the services of a Gaelic-speaking missionary to itinerate among the

people who are without pastors. The charges able to support min-

isters are few, and under the legislation of Ontario grants from the

Temporalities Fund die with their present holders. It will readily

be believed that all present were ardent in their expressions of at-

tachment to the Church of Scotland, and that as her representative

I was received with the greatest kindness and consideration. It

was impossible not to be impressed with the gravity of the circum-

stances with which they are surrounded,—a great lawsuit on hand
involving large issues, many of their people destitute of ministra-

tions such as they will accept, and the prospects of the future so

uncertain.

I left Toronto in company with Mr Lang, and we halted at Glen-

garry to see something of that large Gaelic-speaking district. At
Cornwall we met with Dr M'Nish (successor to Dr Urquhart), who,

with his charge, is in the Union Church, and from him I obtained

information as to the lawsuits in neighbouring congregations. At
Williamston, the capital of Glengarry, I called on Mr M'Gillivray,

the Union minister, and afterwards, with Mr Lang, on the Rev.

Peter Watson, who, having had to leave the Church and manse of

Williamston, now lives in a cottage near by, and, with the people
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who adhere to him, worships in an upper room. I understand tluit

all the elders and a majority of the people of Williamston voted for

union, but legal measures to retain the property were taken by Mr
Watson and his friends. They lost the suit, and Mr Watson's own
and his wife's means went to pay expenses. This had been repre-

sented to me as one of the hardest cases that had occurred, and I

could not help feeling deeply for Mr Watson, whose sanctity of

character is spoken of by all : at the same time the action, even as

explained by himself, seemed to me to have been utterly hopeless

from the beginning. He had acted on the advice of others, and

yet made nothing of his own losses and sufferings. At Lancaster,

near Williamston, there is a large congregation, which voted itself

out of union, and retains the Church property, which is valuable.

Mr Lang and I met the people coming out of church, it being

Saturday before the Communion, which was to be dispensed by the

Rev. Mr Galbraith. The people are quite able to support a pastor,

but are at present without one. Mr M'Pherson, who now itinerates,

resigned the charge some time ago ; his successor also left ; and a

Congregationalist divinity student is engaged temporarily to con-

duct service. We called for Mr MTherson, who lives near, but

did not find him at home.

In Montreal I remained for a day or two with Mr Lang, preached

for him in St Andrew's Church, and at the evening service, at his

own request, gave an account of the Mission work of the L^nion

Church in Manitoba. Mr Brymner of Ottawa was a guest of Mr
Lang's at the same time with myself, watching the great Church

lawsuit then going on in the Court at Montreal. Though both

were so deeply interested in the issue, my attitude of neutrality

was perfectly recognised as a matter of course, and our relations

were of the most agreeable character.

From Montreal I went by steamboat and the Inter-Colonial Rail-

way to Pictou in Nova Scotia. I did not think it necessary to

make any stay in New Brunswick, as the Union is complete in

that province, and the new fields are not extensive. I had also

the prospect of meeting Dr M'Gregor in Halifax, and obtaining

full information from him as to the grants now made to the New
Brunswick clergy.

Conference at Pictou.

In St Andrew's Church, Pictou, on the 18th of July, I met and

had a long conference with most of the clergy in that county be-

longing to the Presbytery connected with the Church of Scotland,

and leading laymen, elders, and others from many of the congrega-

tions. The Rev. Mr M'Cunn had called the meeting by intimation

in the newspapers.
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After my address, and some remarks on the subject of union by
a few of the gentlemen present, I made inquiries as to the state of

the different congregations. The following is a summary of the

information received :

—

1. St Andrew's^ Pictou.—Now vacant ; self-sustaining ; left by Mr
Herdman in a very prosperous condition.

2. New Glasgow.—Vacant ; also self-sustaining. The congrega-

tion had recently called a Union minister, the Rev. Mr Carruthers,

who had declined ; and they have since called, by telegraph, the

Eev. Mr Murray of British Columbia, who has accepted.

3. Stellarton.—The Rev. Mr Dunn, minister ; self-sustaining, and

i:)rosperous in every way.

4. Gareloch.—Vacant ; a large congregation. The Rev. Mr
Mackay, the late miuistei', who has gone to Canada with the view,

it is said, of entering the Union Church, got a supplement of 173

dollars in order to raise his salary to £200, as he considered he had a

guarantee to that effect from the Colonial Committee. Charge ought

to be self-sustaining.

5. Saltsprings.—Has recently called Mr Fitzpatrick from the

Union Church, and has agreed to give him 800 dollars, with manse
and glebe. No supplement needed.

6. West Branch, East River.—Gave Mr Galbraith 800 dollars.

He also received 73 dollars of supplement. He had obtained leave

to visit Canada, and was about to resign.

7. East Branch, East River.—Mr M'Millan, minister, receives 500
dollars from the congregation, and a supplement of 400. An effort

is to be made to carry out the dollar for dollar scheme.

8. M'Lellan's Mountain.—Mr Stewart, minister. A weak con-

gregation
;
gives 400 dollars ; and Mr S. receives supplement of the

same amount.

9. Barneys River, Sutherland River, and Vale Colliery.— ]Mr

M'Kichan, minister, is authorised to give half of his services to the

two places last named ; and he officiates three times on Sunday in

summer. Salary 900 dollars—700 from the people, and 200 of

supplement.

10. Roger's Hill and Cape John.—Mr Fraser, minister. Salary

973 dollars—800 from the people, and 173 of supplement. This

charge ought to be self-sustaining.

11. River John.—Mr M'Cunn, minister. People give 530 dollars;

supplemented to 900. River John is entitled to two-thirds of Mr
M'Cunn's time. Every third Sunday his services are at the dis-

posal of the Presbytery.

12. Earltown Falls and West Branch of River John.—Have just

called the Rev. Mr M'Kenzie. Salary 730 dollars ; no arrangement

as to supplement.
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There are about a liundi-ecl jxior and scattered families in Cape
Breton, whom the Pictou ministers visit once a-year, but they have
now recommended them to apply for service to the Union Church.

The supplements given to the clergy, with the view of raising

their salaries to about 900 dollars, are drawn from the Colonial

Committee's grant, and a Home Mission fund raised by collections

from the different congregations in the Presbytery.

The Kev. Mr Dunn has also originated an Endowment Fund, the

interest of which is to be applied to assist weak charges. About
1000 dollars were raised for this object last year. It was stated

that year by year less assistance will be required from home, and
that ere long the Church will be wholly self-supporting.

Little was said on the subject of union at the conference. One
or two spoke against it, most were silent, but important facts were
mentioned which seemed to indicate that opposition to it was fast

dying out. All the other Church of Scotland charges in the Pro-

vince had gone into the Union, leaving them isolated, and no one

manifested any disposition to widen the area in which division

exists. There have been no lawsuits about Church property to

embitter feeling. An Act similar to that of Ontario was passed by
the Nova Scotia Legislature, to regulate the transfer of the pro-

perty belonging to the other Presbyterian Church before the Union

;

but on the application of the Churchmen of Pictou, a different Act
was obtained for the Church of Scotland. It left congregations at

liberty to carry their property into Union, but only on condition of

a two-thirds majority of the pew-owners voting for it, and of their

buying out the rights of minorities. This Act has effectually pre-

vented all fresh occasions of animosity, and has contributed greatly

to the friendly feelings that exist between the two Churches. The
clergymen assist each other at Communions, and their people often

sit together at the Lord's table. The missionary collections of the

Pictou Presbytery, amounting last year to 400 dollars, are given

to the Foreign Mission of the Union Church. As has already been
shown, the vacant congregations are quite ready to call Union
ministers ; and on my asking why they were not at pains, as in

former years, to encourage young men to study for the Church, I

was answered that it was no use, as they would be sure to go into

the larger field. All this seemed to show that union was looked

upon by many as a foregone conclusion. And this, to my surprise,

was amply confirmed after the conference, which was throughout

of a most agreeable character.

In the course of the evening some of those who wei-e present,

and a number of others, waited upon me. I'he object of their visit

was to say that they were afraid I would carry away an en'oneous

impression as to the sentiments of the Churchmen of Pictou on the
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subject of Union, from the silence of those friendly to it during the

conference. They informed me that they were all anxious to see

it brought about ; that, in their opinion, half of the Pictou con-

gregation, and more than half of the New Glasgow one, were of

the same mind, and that the country charges were fast ripening

fjr it also.

Mr Doull, the Conservative M.P. for the county, was the princi-

pal spokesman ; and I may mention that all present belonged to

that political party, which has been supposed to be specially hostile

to Union. Pictou is the backbone of Presbyterianism in the Pro-

vince, and the unbroken strength of such a county, where you find

a population more uniformly Presbyterian than almost anywhere
out of Scotland, would be in many ways an immense gain to the

common cause. Though fully sensible of this, I thought it wisest

to counsel them to do nothing rashly, to respect their seniors who
thought differently, but, meanwhile, not to refrain from the expres-

sion of their own personal convictions. At the meeting in the

morning I had read, as elsewhere, the Deliverances of the General

Assembly, and the Kesolutions of the Colonial Committee on the

subject of Union, and I was requested to furnish them with a copy,

which I afterwards did.

Prince Edward Island.

From Pictou I crossed to Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island,

and on the following Sunday officiated in St James's Church in the

morning, for the Rev. K. M'Lennan ; attended and spoke at a

missionary meeting of the three Presbyterian congregations in the

afternoon ; and in the evening officiated for the Rev. Dr Murray,

my brother-in-law and host.

The Presbyterians of the island, who, out of a Protestant popula-

tion of 55,000, number 30,000, are all in the Union Church, except

the adherents of the late Mr Macdonald, who number 5000. I met
Mr Goodwill, the minister of this community in Charlottetown, but

he was unable to be present at any meeting I might have with his

elders, as he was about to cross to the other side of the island, and
then to start almost immediately for Scotland. I strongly urged
him to put himself, on arrival, into communication with the Con-

vener of the Colonial Committee, and, if possible, to be present at

one of the Committee's meetings.

Conference at Charlottetown.

By post and telegraph I arranged for a meeting with a number
of Mr Goodwill's elders and leading people from the principal

stations. The meeting took place in Old St James's, Charlotte-
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town, now used as a mission-hall, a large new church having been

erected alongside. My invitation met with a hearty response.

Quite a number of representatives from the dififerent congregations

were present, and most of them had, on short notice, come long

distances through rain and mud.

The district in which Mr Goodwill ministers is 100 miles in

length. The two principal stations are 40 miles apart on opposite

sides of Charlottetown. He preaches two sermons—one in Gaelic,

the other in English—eveiy day of the week except Saturday,

giving the Lord's Days to the more important places, and week-

day services to the smaller stations. It takes him six weeks to

go his rounds. The people attend the week-day services, which

are usually held in the evening, in large numbers ; and on the

Sundays, in Mr Goodwill's absence, they meet and hold two prayer-

meetings, which are also well attended. At the time of the Union

they were without a pastor, but had called Mr Goodwill, then a

missionary in the South Seas. The Presbytery of Prince Edward
Island in connection with the Church of Scotland joined the Union

before Mr Goodwill's arrival, and he has not been inducted into his

charge, nor has he connected himself with the Presbytery of Pictou.

This, I was informed, was owing to the difficulty of communication

in winter, and the extraordinary demands on Mr Goodwill's time.

Having inquired as to their sentiments on the subject of union, the

leading representative from the East said that those in his section

were favourably disposed towards it as the only hope of obtaining

adequate ministerial supply ; but the leading man from the West
said it was otherwise in that quarter—that the Church of Scotland

was their National Chm-ch, and that they would as soon think of

denying that they were sons of Highlanders as of departing from

their present connection with her. They wished me to represent

to the Committee their great need of another clergyman who would

take part of the field. One of their young men, to whom they had

looked forward as an assistant to Mr Goodwill, is studying for the

ministry, but he is now acting as an evangelist in the Union

Church, It is his intention to prosecute his studies in this country,

and to receive ordination, if possible, from the Church of Scotland.

Mv Goodwill's salary is 1200 dollars, with manse ; and the people

are prepared to contribute according to their ability towards the

support of another pastor. Five thousand adherents must repre-

sent at least seven or eight hundred families, and they are very

much the same class of people as those who pay for the support of

ministers at the rate of seven dollars a family in the Union Church

;

while they are not equally burdened with contributions for missions

and colleges. After Mr Macdonald's death, a section of the people

separated from their brethren, under the leadership of some of the
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elders, who have taken upon them to preach, and to administer or

profane sacraments. These separatists, who call themselves " the

Church of Scotland unattached," are not Highlanders, but the

descendants of New England Congregationalists, and the rest of

the community regard their proceedings with horror, as they

believe Mr Macdonald would have done.

I explained to the gentlemen present how it was that I had

asked them to meet me in the absence of their pastor, and promised

to communicate with him. After our interview, which to me, and

I hope to them, was very pleasing and interesting, the Eev. Mr
M'Lennan had some conversation with them, and put his church at

their disposal whenever they might wish to meet in Charlottetown,

as well as his own ministrations, in the case of their members

visiting or residing in the city.

,
Through Nova Scotia to Halifax.

On my return journey through the county of Pictou I visited

Squire M'Kay and Squire Eraser of New Glasgow, who have long

been well known to all friends of the Church in the Province ; and
I spent a night with an old friend and fellow-labourer, the Rev.

A. M'Lean of Hopewell, formerly Church of Scotland minister at

Belfast, P.E.I., now in the Union. Mr M'Lean stated that, at his

Communion on the previous Sunday, numbers of Mr Galbraith's

people, who live near, had joined with them, their elders assisting

his own ; and mentioned other circumstances in corroboration of

what has been already said as to union feeling in the county. I

next visited friends at Truro, where I met with the Rev. Mr
M'Millan, of the Church of Scotland, now in the Union ; at Mus-
quodoboit, where I officiated on the following Sunday for Dr Sedge-

Avick, formerly of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, and for

Mr M'Kinnon of St Andrew's, Little River, a Church of Scotland

charge, now in the Union ; and at Newport and Windsor. My next

Sunday was spent in Halifax, where I officiated for the Rev. Dr
Burns of Eort Massey Church ; and also joined in the Comnumion,
and took the evening service in St Matthew's, where I was assistant

for the first three years of my ministry. I stood in the same
relation at that time to St Andrew's Church, of which the Rev. Mr
Duncan is now pastor ; but on this occasion the brethren thought

it best that I should give part of the day to one of the Presbyterian

congregations of the city which had not been connected with the

Church of Scotland. The churches in Halifax have increased both

in number and strength since my residence there, and I could not

but be sensible of the happy change of feeling which had resulted

from the Union having been heartily and unanimously accepted by
all parties.
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With Professor Pollok, whose house was my home, I visited the

Theological College, and met the other members of the Divinity

faculty, Principal M'Knight and Professor CuiTie. The College is

a spacious and commodious building, beautifully situated on the

North-west Arm, and was recently purchased for what one might
almost call the nominal sum of £5000. The students live on the

premises, under the care of Principal and Mrs M'Knight, and are

provided with excellent accommodation, which is fitted up with bath-

rooms and all the modern improvements—board, fuel, light, and
tuition—for ten shillings a-week. The number attending the Hall

last year was 19. The students take their Arts course in Dalhousie

College, which is situated in the heart of the city. This is a Pro-

vincial Institution, but the Principal and two of the professors

are Presbyterian clergymen, and are paid from endowments raised

by the Church. Principal Ross receives a salary of 1700 dollars

and fees. Professor Lyall, who holds the Mental Philosophy Chair,

and Mr Macdonald, Professor of Mathematics, have each 1500

dollars and fees. The rest of the professors are paid and appointed

by Government. The course of instruction extends over four years,

and the number of students is about 90.

The salary of each of the professors in the Theological College is

1750 dollars. The Church has funds which yield 6000 dollars

towards the salaries of its professors in the two institutions ; the

balance, amounting to 2980 dollars, exclusive of Professor Pollok's

salary, which has hitherto been paid by the Colonial Committee, has

to be raised annually by 170 congregations.

There are 7 congregations in New Brunswick, and 4 in Nova
Scotia, of the Church of Scotland before the union, which receive

supplements from the Home Mission Fund of the United Church,

amounting to 1590 dollars. These charges, as already mentioned,

are only supplemented up to 700 dollars, which is an ordinary

stipend in the poorer country districts of the Lower Provinces. I

received from the Rev. Dr M'Gregor of Halifax, the secretary of

the eastern section of the Church, an application for the continuance

of the grants from the Colonial Committee, which is now in the

hands of the Convener.

Voyage Home—Newfoundland.

On the 5th of August I sailed for home, and two days afterwards

had the opportunity of landing and spending a few hours in St

John's, Newfoundland, where I was met by the Rev. Dr Harvey
and the Rev. Mr M'Neil. In the summer of 1853 I was in St

John's for three months, taking the duty of the late Rev. F. Nicol,

then minister of St Andrew's Church. At that time Presbyterian-

ism was represented in the island by two small congregations in
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St John's, one Church of Scotland, the other Free Church, pre-

sided over by Mr, now Dr, Harvey. The division had taken place

not many years before, and had given rise to a good deal of bitter

feeling. Dr Harvey and I, however, contrived to be on most

friendly terms, and it was very pleasant to me to meet him again,

and to hear gratifying accounts of the present condition of the

Church in the colony. There are new congregations at Harbour

Grace, Bay of Islands, and Little Bay, and a Presbytery of 4 min-

isters, besides Dr Harvey, who retired on the reunion of the two

congregations in St John's. Mr M'Neil then succeeded him, and

the United Scottish community are building a new church at a cost

of £10,000.

Newfoundland is ecclesiastically, though not poHtically, con-

nected with the Dominion, and the Presbytery forms part of the

Union Synod of the Maritime Provinces. After a somewhat bois-

terous passage across the Atlantic, I reached Liverpool safely in

seven days.

Concluding Eemarks.

Without entering upon matters about which there may be dif-

ferences of opinion in the Committee, I wish to add a few observa-

tions with regard to the Union Church.

Though before its completion I thought it very unfortunate that

union was pushed on at the risk of division among our own people,

I was greatly impressed with the hold the United Church has

taken of the whole country, and with the extraordinary energy and

liberality displayed by its adherents. Ministers and members of

our Church in the Union everywhere assured me that they were as

much Church of Scotland as ever, and those who had a different

connection previously, expressed their gratification at having been

brought into closer relations with us, and being now " as much
Church of Scotland as anything else." At the same time, looking

to the future of Canada, all seemed to be animated with the desire

to hold up a great National Church there, able to provide as soon

as possible for its own people, and to maintain and extend its

Foreign Mission schemes. There are few rich people in the

country, and I heard everywhere of commercial depression and
bad times, yet their liberality is truly extraordinary. Last year

has been a very trying one in Canada, as elsewhere, and most of

the conveners had to report to the Assembly that their schemes

were in debt ; but it was resolved to economise wherever possible,

to draw up estimates as to the probable expenditure for the current

year, to add the debt, and then to lay the whole facts " fairly and

squarely " before the people, and to apportion the amount required
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among presbyteries, congregations, and communicants. The esti-

mate for the Maritime Provinces had been partially completed when
I reached Halifax, and the amount asked for three of the schemes

of the Church was an average of 140 dollars from each congrega-

tion, or a little over a dollar from each communicant. As another

instance of liberality, I may mention that one of the Halifax clergy-

men informed me that his people had given last year for religious

purposes an average of £20 per family, and that the whole amount
had been collected at the church door.

I would further call attention to the remarkable success which

has attended the efforts of the Church to raise up a native min-

istry. The facilities for obtaining a complete theological educa-

tion of a high order are now ample, and parents in good circum-

stances are as ready to devote sons to the Church as they once

were in Scotland. The consequence is, that instead of requiring

any more ministers from home, the Church has more, both Gaelic

and English speaking licentiates, than she has openings for ; and
the Colonial Committee might find in Canada agents admirably

suited for its work in other fields. In particular, vacancies in

British Columbia might be filled by Canadian clergymen of the

Church of Scotland now in the Union. There are many young
men of this class—some without charges—and they would not

forfeit their life-claim on the Temporalities Fund by taking service

in the Pacific Province. This might strengthen the friendly rela-

tions that already exist between the two Churches, but it could do

nothing either to hasten or retard incorporation, which is practi-

cally out of the question, because of the immense distance and the

absence of means of communication.

Lastly, I was unfavourably impressed by what I heard of the

demission of their charges by ministers, and of so many leaving

their sacred calling for secular pursuits. Demissions, which have

been frequent of late in the Union Church, and no less so propor-

tionately among those who have not joined it, in too many cases, I

fear, mean simply dismissal of the pastors by their flocks.

Thanks to Canadian hospitality, and to my having obtained a

pass from St Paul's to Winnipeg and back, on the application of

my host at Ottawa to George Stephen, Esq., President of the Bank
of Montreal, and chairman of the railway, my whole expenses only

amounted to what I hope will be considered the moderate sum of

£75.

In conclusion, I have to express my obligations to the Church
for having honoured me with such an important commission ; to

the friends, old and new, who everywhere showed me so much
kindness ; and above all, my gratitude to the Giver of all good for

the unfailing mercies vouchsafed to me during my journey, for a
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safe return to family and flock, and for the hope that my visit to

Canada may bear some good fruit to the glory of His name.

All which is respectfully submitted.

George W. Spuott,

September 1879.

POSTSCRIPT.
May 1880.

Since the above report was printed, (1) the Presbytery of Mani-

toba have represented to the Colonial Committee that a grant to

the College at Winnipeg is the form in which they would prefer

that assistance should be first rendered to their Province
; (2) As

appears from Appendix, the Presbytery of Pictou have represented

to the Colonial Committee that the above report, " so flir as the

Union sentiments of that Presbytery are concerned," is misleading,

and that the information given to me on that subject by the

Deputation that waited on me was " erroneous and untrust-

worthy." On the difference of opinion between the Presbytery and

the Deputation as to the growth of Union sentiment, I do not feel

called upon to offer any remarks. It is necessary, however, that I

should limit my own statements—that certain facts " seemed to indi-

cate that opposition to Union was fast dying out," and " seemed to

show that Union was looked upon by many as a foregone conclusion"

—to the Deputation, and those who may be like-minded with them.

This I now beg to do.

George W. Sprott.

Appendix referred to in the foregoing Postscript.

St Andrew's Church, New Glasgow,
\Wi December 1879.

The Presbytery of Pictou met, after adjournment, at 3 o'clock p.m.

Rev. James Fitzpatrick, moderator ; Rev. A. J. MacKichan,
clerk j»ro tem.

Inter alia,—" The attention of the Presbytery was called to the

printed report of the Kev. George W. Sprott, delegate from the

Church of Scotland to the Presbyterian Churches in Canada. After

careful consideration of the subject, it was unanimously agreed that

the Eev. Messrs MacKichan, Dunn, and M'Millan be appointed a

Committee to write the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scot-

land, taking exception to said report, as being misleading, so far as

the Union sentiments of the Presbytery of Pictou are concerned."

Extracted from the records of the Presbytery of Pictou, by

A. J. M'KiCHAN, clerk pro tem.
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New Glasgow, Nova Scotia,
29</i. December 1879.

Rev. and dear Sir,—In accordance with the enclosed extract

minute of Presbytery, of date 10th December 1879, we, as a Com-
mittee of Presbytery, most respectfully submit the following state-

ment for the consideration of the Colonial Committee of the Church

of Scotland.

All the information collected from various sources during the

past year, and particularly at the public meeting of ministers,

elders, and laymen, held at Pictou on 18th July last, clearly shows

that the adherents of the Church of Scotland in this county are now
as much opposed to union with the Presbyterian Church of Canada
as they were in 1875. The highly respected deputy from the Home
Church sums up as follows :

" All this seemed to show that union

was looked upon by many as a foregone conclusion." While

arriving at a very different conclusion, we will refer to the evidence

adduced by Mr Sprott. The first thing urged in support of his

position is, " That little was said on the subject of union at the

conference ; " and " that opposition to it was fast dying out." Now,
in Mr Sprott's hearing, some spoke, though briefly yet strongly,

against it. No one uttered a word in favour of it. No fact,

important or otherwise, was mentioned which, in our opinion,
'* seemed to indicate that opposition to it was fast dying out

;

" and

had it been imagined tliat Mr Sprott was so hard to convince on

this subject, mucli clearer and more empliatic language would

undoubtedly have been used. It is true, there are a few, more or

less, in each of the congregations, fevourably inclined towards

incorporation with the Presbyterian Church of Canada. Some of

these under the darkness of night—men who were present but

dumb at the public meeting that day— waited upon Mr Sprott.

" The object of their visit, the report declares, was to say that

they were afraid he would carry away an erroneous impression as

to the sentiments of the Churchmen of Pictou on the subject of

union, from the silence of those friendly to it during the conference."

Here, then, is strong testimony as to the nature of the conference,

—

that it was the very opposite of being friendly to union sentiment.

These men shrank from making their statements in public regard-

ing Pictou and New Glasgow congregations. Though we are dis-

posed to be charitably inclined towards all, yet our very position

here demands plain and open speech. We therefore cannot help

saying that in the action of these men, headed by Mr Doull the

Conservative M.P., we fail to discern the slightest appearance of

honour or candour, and we unhesitatingly pronounce their informa-

tion to be erroneous and untrustworthy.

It is quite true, as the report says, that "there have been no
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lawsuits about Church property to embitter feeling in this country."

Yet we had in our midst two instances of the Ontario property-

grasping spirit—viz., at St Paul's, East River, and again at Fisher's

Grant,—a spirit more calculated to repel than to attract. The will

exists, but through the vigilance of the Churchmen of Pictou the

way has been blocked up.

It is also, to a considerable extent, the case that " the clergymen

assist each other at Communions, and their people often sit together

at the Lord's table." There was, however, as much of all this

eight or nine years ago as there is now, and probably much more.

We trust that real friendliness between the two Churches may in-

crease. Yet we object to the idea that even the abandonment of

old and half-forgotten feuds by both Churches is to be taken as a

proof of the complete surrender of position and principles and feel-

ings by one party and not by the other.

Other evidence of our ripeness for union is made to appear in the

statement, that " the missionary collections of the Pictou Presby-

tery, amounting last year to $400, are given to the foreign mission

of the Union Church." Our Presbytery have co-operated with the

Presbyterian Church of Canada in the foreign mission field ever

since the Union of 1875 ; but this co-operation in 1879 does not

present a stronger proof of union sentiments on our part than that

of 1875 or 1876 afforded. The various Presbyterian Churches of

Scotland work together in the interior of Africa ; why may not the

Presbyterian Churches of Canada act a similar part, and that with-

out any inconvenient inferences being drawn ? The arrangement
seems wise enough, and has besides a kind and friendly look. It

possesses also the advantage of having been undertaken with the

concurrence, if not at the suggestion, of the esteemed Convener of

the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland.

It is likewise urged that ''vacant congregations are quite ready
to call Union ministers." It is the case that a few of our congre-

gations have given calls to Union ministers. But they " are quite

ready " to do so only in so far as they are driven to it. The sole

reason in each case was the scarcity of ministers of our own de-

nomination. And the bond in each case accompanying the call,

distinctly provides for the minister being in connection with the

Church of Scotland, and is of force only while he remains in that

connection. At his settlement he would also be required satisfac-

torily to answer the usual questions, and to subscribe the formula

of the Church of Scotland. The members of our Presbytery have,

indeed, more or less entertained the idea that our young men, after

being educated for the Church, might be drawn off into the larger

body. We, however, believe they would all prefer remaining with
us, and would take advantage of any openings we might have for
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them upon their obtaining licence. But if no suitable sphere of

labour was then presented to them, that circumstance might natur-

ally lead them into another field.

We have thus endeavoured to show that the arguments in proof

of our ripeness for imion are insufBcient for that purpose. Much
counter-evidence to exliibit our unripeness for entering into the

Presbyterian Church of Canada might very easily be adduced ; but

we believe such testimony to be unnecessary in the meantime, and

that its introduction might be hostile to that friendliness which

should exist and increase among all Protestant Churches.

It may not be out of our way to mention, for the information of

the Colonial Committee, that our Presbytery, at its meeting on the

10th inst., was divided and constituted into two presbyteries—viz.,

the Presbytery of Pictou, and the Presbytery of Egerton. They
have been named after two of the townships of our county. Our

s^^nod meeting has been fixed for the last Wednesday of February

1880. This step will, we trust, strengthen the cause of the Church-

men in the Maritime Provinces. May our Church perform its duty

wisely, honestly, and courageously. The results are in the hand

of the Great Disposer of events.

We beg leave, through the Colonial Committee, to assure the

Church of Scotland of the loyalty of her children in Pictou county
;

and we also tender her their hearty thanks and gratitude for the

kindly care and timely support and protection she has invariably

extended to them.—We remain, Rev. and dear Sir, yours most

respectfully,

Alex. J. MacKichan,
Charles Dunn,

William M'Millan.
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APPENDIX III.

BRITISH GUIANA.

maka church kepaiks.

St Mary's, Demerara, British Guiana,
2Uh September 1879.

Rev. and dear Sir, — By command of the Presbytery of

British Guiana, I have the honour to lay before you the enclosed
" extracts " from the Minutes of its proceedings.

I fully endorse what is implied in the third ''extract," that the

necessity for the repairs to the church at " Mara " is very urgent.

If this branch of the Church is to make progress, or even to main-

tain its present position in that district, there ought to be as

little delay as possible in commencing the work. The commence-
ment, and the ultimate success of the work, will depend in a great

measure upon the action the Colonial Committee takes in the

matter.

I therefore beg most respectfully and earnestly to lay the

recommendation of the Presbytery before you for the kind and
careful consideration of the Colonial Committee, trusting that the

object thereof will be granted,— I am. Rev. and dear Sir, yours
respectfully and faithfully,

J. Richard Dickson, Moderator.

Extract Minute of a Meeting of the Presbytery of British

Guiana, held in St Andrew's Churcli, Georgetown, the

sixth day of March 1878, and constituted.

Inter alia,—A letter from the Secretary of the Colonial Com-
mittee of the Church of Scotland was read, in which he desires to

be supplied with information relative to the expense of maintain-
ing divine ordinances at Mara, in the parish of St Clement.

In absence of the Rev. Mr Huskie, the minister of the parish,

and of suflScient knowledge of the facts, the Presbytery ordered
the letter to lie on the table for future consideration.

Y



282 COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

2.

Extract Minute of a Meeting of the Presbytery of British

Guiana, held in All Saints' Church, New Amsterdam,

the fourth day of September 1878, and constituted.

Inter alia,—With regard to the letter referring to Mara, and

ordered at last ordinary meeting to lie over for future considera-

tion, the Kev. Mr Huskie stated that he was willing to allow the

matter referred to in the letter to stand over in the meantime, but

that he was anxious to obtain some help to renew the church at

Mara, which was much dilapidated, and would require upwards

of Four hundred and fifty pounds for its restoration ; thereupon the

Presbytery unanimously agreed to recommend to the Colonial

Committee to grant a sum of One hundred and fifty pounds towards

that object.

3.

Extract Minute of a Meeting of the Presbytery of British

Guiana, held in All Saints' Church, New Amsterdam,

the third day of September 1879, and constituted.

Inter alia,—There being an impression that a Minute of this

Presbyter}'-, at its meeting held in this Church the fourth day of

September 1878, recommending that the Colonial Committee

give a grant of One hundred and fifty pounds toward the repair of

the Mara Church, had never been forwarded to the Committee, the

clerk was requested to furnish an extract minute to the Moderator,

to be by him transmitted to the reverend the Convener without

delay ; and the Moderatoi; is to point out in liis letter that the

lapse of time since the Presbytery made the recommendation has

not made the necessity less urgent.

I certify the three foregoing extracts to be correct.

Thomas Slater, Clerk.

Scptcmher 3, 1879.
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COLONIAL SCHEME.

ABSTRACT OF ACCOUiNTS,

FOR YEAR TO 31st DECEMBER 1879.

CHARGE.

1. Funds ox hand at 31st December 1878

—

Per last Account, ....
I. Income of the Scheme for the year 1879

—

1. Collections and Contributions,

—

From Churches and Chapels,
jVote.—From 1^93 Churches no contribu-

tions have been received.

From Associations

—

Jjay Association, . . £12 5
Congregation at Buenos Ayres, 12 19 2
Other Associations, . 34 17 6

From Individuals, ....
2. Legracies, ' . . .

£3384 15

Deduct Bank interest paid, .

Total Income,

III. Balance against the Committee at 31st December 1879, viz

Due to British Linen Co. Bank,
Due to the Treasurer, .

Loss balance of advance of salary, due by Rev.
Wm. Fergi;sou, ....

Sdm of the charge,

60 1

89 6
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DISCHARGE.

. Expenditure during the year 1879—

I. Payments to Missionaries and Catechists—

1, Canada

—

^^ ,., ^^ ^ ,.

Rev Professor Pollok, Halifax, Nova Scotia, . •

Rev John M. Brooke, D.D., Fredericton, ^ew Brunswick,

On account of Student- Catechists at Queens College,

To'^Home'' Mission Bo'ard of Canada Presbyterian Church,

in supplement of Salaries in Maritime Provinces, and fur

a Student-Catechist, . • • • •

2. British Columbia

—

Rev. Simon M'Gregor, Victoria,

Rev. George Murray, Nicola Valley,

Rev. William Clyde, Nanaimo,

Rev. Alexander Dunn, Langley,

Rev. B. K. M'Elmon, Comox,

3. Ceylon-
Rev. W. C. Vanderwall, Matara,

Rev. John R. M'Laren, Badulla,

4. West Indies-
Rev. John Kinnison, Accompong, .

Rev. John Stuart, Kingston-
Balance of salary under old engage-

ment . • • *.'jyo lb o

Half-year's salary under new

do., . • • ^^^ "

Rev. A. T. M'Clenaghen, St Vincent—dis-

bursement for him to be imputed to

account of Salary, . • • •

5. Mauritius

—

Rev. J. J. Le Brun, Port Louis,

Rev. Samuel H. Anderson, Rose Hill,

6. India-
Rev. John D. Morrison, Mhow,

Rev. J. Y. Thirde, Lahore, .

Rev. James Henderson, Meerut,

7. Buenos Ayres

—

Rev. Martin P. Ferguson, Chascoraus,

8. Cyprus

—

Rev. Wm. Ferguson,

9. Continental Stations-
Rev. G. Laurie Fogo, Dresden,

Rev. Charles E. Paterson, Paris,

Rev. William Gordon, Hyeres,

Rev. J. D. Grant, do., • •

Rev. Professor Crombie, D.D., Honiburj

Rev. John Alison, do.,

Rev. Professor Flint, D.D , do.,

Rev. Professor Milligan, D.D., Geneva,

Carry forward,

£200
180
230
242
200

£100
115

£400

596 16 8

1
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Brought forward.

Rev. Dr Rankin of Muthill, Geneva,
Rev. Dr Gray of Lady Tester's, Edinburgh,

at Rome, .....
Rev. John Watt of Glasgow, at Heidelberg,

£736 18
42

65
54

Note.—The following sums, being the balance of the

Collections at the Temporary Stations, after defraying

local expenses, were received, and are included in the

Income given above.

Homburg, £22
Heidelberg, . . . . 2 11 7

Hyires, , . . .676
At Geneva the local expenses exceeded the collections

by . . . . . . £5 15 7

£4648 16

897 18 3

£5546 14 3

II. Outfits, Passage-Moneys, and Travelling Expenses of Mis-

sionaries

—

Rev. George Coull, towards expenses of his removal from
New Glasgow to Nova Scotia, . . £20

Rev. Wm. Ferguson, passage-money for his

wife and two daughters to Cyprus, and for

his own travelling expenses. . . 118 15 6

Rev. John Stuart, Miss Hosie (now Mrs
Stuart's) travelling expenses to Jamaica, . 30

Rev. A. 'T. M'Clenaghen, outfit for himself,

and passage-money for himself and family

to St Vincent, . . . . 260
Rev. Wm. Barnhill, allowance for outfit to

British Guiana, and passage - money to

Demerara, 93 10

Rev. R. L. Lewis, allowance for outfit to

British Guiana, . . . . 50
572 5 6

III. Grants voted by the Committee

—

To Queen's College, Canada, .

In aid of Mission School in Eastern Distiict

of Port Louis, ....
Building grant for new Church at Tauranga,
New Zealand, ....

To the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand,

To Bursary Fund of Divinity Hall, Halifax,

Towards buildhig of St Catherine's Church,
Berbice, .....

For rent of Church at Dresden,
To Synod of Ontario and Quebec in connec-

tion with Church of Scotland,

To the Church of Queensland,
To the Presbytery of Pictou, Nova Scotia, in

siapplemeut of Stipends,

For Mr Shearer's expenses on proceeding to

Perth, Western Australia, .

To Sub-Committee on Army and Navy Chap-
lains,......

To French Protestant Church at Hy«'es,
For balance of expense of services at Geneva,
Towards building Chapel School at Giddy

Hall, Jamaica, ....
Carry forward,

£450

20

100
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IV. Expenses of Deputatlons-
To Canada,
To Colonial Oflice

Brought forward,

VI.

£75
5

Expense of distributing ' Missionary Kecord '

—

L Share of accounts to Messrs Blackwood & Sons for ' Records '

sent to Ministers and others at home, . £24 1 6
, 2. Accounts to do. for ' Records ' sent to Ministers

in the Colonies, and Postage thereof,

.

. 20 16 3

Books, Printing, Advertising, and Stationerj'

—

1. Printing lleport to General Assembly, including copies for

Volume of Reports, and proportion of expense of binding
Volume,

Expense of Printing and Despatching annual
Collection Notices, ....

General Expenses, ....
VII. Share of Expenses of Schemes' OflBce^

1. Salaries of Collector, Clerk, and Officer,

2. Taxes, Coals, Gas, &c., .

3. Books, Printing, and Stationery,

4. Po.stages and Inci<lents, .

VIII. Miscellaneous and Incidental Expenses-

1. Secretary's Postages, &c.,

2. Miscellaneous Expenses,

IX. Expenses of Management—
1. Salary to Secretary and Treasurer,

2. Auditor and Accountant's Fee, .

£59

59 12 1

56 16 11

£48 16 5
15 11 9
5 15 3
4 16 7

£12 12
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ABSTE^.CT of the Intromissions of the Secretary to the

General Assembly's Committee on Army and Navy

Chaplains, &c.,

From 2,\st December 1878 to 31tit Decemher 1879.

C H a K G E.

I. Balances due Committee at 31st December 1878, . . £302 15 4

II. Sum RECEivfD from Colonial Committee during Year, . 213

III. Interest received, . . . . . . . 1 18 9

IV. Balance due Secretary at 31st December 1879, . . 33 1 11

Sum op the Charge, . £550 16
Equalling the Discharge, as below. ——i—^-^=—

DISCHARGE.
I. Payments to Officiating Chaplains on Account of Salaries,

&c., over and above their Government Allowances, &c., £505 5 10

IL Miscellaneous Expenses, viz. :

—

1. Accounts for Stationery, ....
2. Extract of General Assembly's Deliverance, .

3. Auditor's Fee for 1878, £2, 2s., and balance of fee

for 1877, £2, 2s., .....
4. Convener's Expenses visiting Cliaplains,

5. Allowance to Secretary for Clerks, for 1879,

6. Postages, &c., during the period of this Account, .

III. Payment to Rev. Dr Cook, Borgue, being Expenditure for

General Assembly's Indian Churches Committee, . . 6 14

£0 10
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E E P E T.

The peculiar feature of the work of our Mission during the past

year has been the great encouragement our agents have received

in their efforts to preach the Gospel to Jewish adults. Quite a

remarkable movement is now going on among those at Smyrna,

and to a certain extent at Constantinople,— and this among

Spanish Jews, the class who of all others were most opposed

to Christianity. The work which our Church undertook among

them in Turkey more than twenty years ago, was one of great and

admitted difficulty. But the late Convener, Professor Mitchell,

and the Committee over whom he presided, were persuaded, after

careful inquiry, that it was their duty to occupy this unpromis-

ing and comparatively neglected field : our missionaries have ever

since laboured in it with untiring faith and patience, and now the

long-deferred reaping season seems approaching. The statements

made in the portion of this Eeport referring to Smyrna deserve

special attention.

The Committee have felt bound to strengthen, as far as possible,

the hands of their agents in this department of their work. At

Smyrna Mr Spath has been relieved to a certain extent of his

school duties, that he may devote more time to visitation among

the Jews. At Constantinople, Jacob Darom, a converted Jew,

who for several years acted in Asia Minor as one of the colpor-

teurs of the British and Foreign Bible Society, has been ap-

pointed a lay agent under Mr Spence ; and another native
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evangelist, also a converted Israelite—j\Ir Piudolph—has lately

begun work under Dr Yule at Alexandria. It will be seen that

Mr Spence of Constantinople pleads strongly for the appointment

of a colporteur for that station. But your Committee beg dis-

tinctly to state that, with the limited funds at their disposal, they

cannot look forward to any increase in the number even of

their subordinate agents. Our members must do more if they

are to reap where their missionaries have been sowing so long

and so patiently.

The schools are in a satisfactory condition. There has indeed

been a falling off in the numbers reported as having been enrolled

during 1879—the total number enrolled of all pupils for 1879

having been 1665, and of Jewish pupils 565 ; while in 1878 the

corresponding figures were 1751 and 646 respectively. It will

be seen that there is a decrease of 81 Jewish and 5 British chil-

dren, the total attendance of "others"—1056—being exactly

the same as last year. The smaller enrolment of Jews is ac-

counted for partly by the distress which has prevailed through-

out the Turkish empire, and partly by the efforts now made by

the Jews to provide for the education of their children. These

efforts give strong proof of the effect produced by our own and

other missionary schools. There is reason, however, to hope

that our average number of Jewish pupils will still be main-

tained. Certainly their reports show that the faith of our

agents in the supreme importance of this branch of our work

remains unshaken. Indeed they tell of several cases where the

religious education of our schools has had a powerful spiritual in-

fluence on our pupils, their parents, or friends. But here, again,

it is evident that our very success tends to increase the demands

on our funds. At Beyrout the want of adequate school buildings

is most painfully felt by our agents. Yet after repeated appeals

the sum collected still falls far short of what is required for this

special object. At Alexandria our teachers urge us to open new

schools for girls. At Constantinople Mr Spence suggests the

plan of building an additional class-room for boys. At Salonica

much fuller provision ought to be made for the large and increas-

ing number of Jewish girls who have been found so ready to

attend our school ; and the Committee ought to be in a posi-
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tion to provide Christian education for boys at this important

station.

As in former years, the Jewish pupils at all our stations, with

the exception of Salonica, have been associated with a still larger

number of Gentile pupils drawn from the various races to be

found in the Turkish empire. This arrangement is good in itself,

as it extends the benefits of a sound religious and general education

to many who would otherwise grow up in ignorance and supersti-

tion. It helps also to cure that war of races which is the bane

of Turkey, and to bring down the Jew from his position of proud

isolation from all other peoples ; and it preserves our schools

from being periodically emptied by the opposition of the rabbis.

In other ways the benefits of our Mission have been extended

to others besides Jews. All our Missionaries act as pastors of

English congregations. They have services for sailors regularly

at Alexandria, and occasionally at Smyrna and Salonica. At the

two last-named stations they superintend the colporteurs of the

British and Foreign Bible Society and the Scottish National

Bible Society.

Since last Report was given in, the Eev. Mr Spence has been

transferred to Constantinople, and the Eev. Mr Charteris to

Smyrna. The Rev. Dr Yule has resigned his office as Mis-

sionary of our Church at Alexandria. The Committee desire to

bear testimony to the fidelity, zeal, and diligence with which Dr

Yule has discharged his duties ; to the success which has attended

his labours in the Scottish congregation and in the Sailors' Mission

;

to the influence for good which he has gained at Alexandria ; and

to the great and successful efforts which he made towards collect-

ing funds in aid of the Mission generally, and in particular to-

wards the erection of the Scottish church and Mission premises.

The Rev. W. F. Scott of Beyrout will take Dr Yule's place at

Alexandria, and the vacancy at Beyrout has been filled up by the

appointment of the Rev. George M. Mackie, M.A., assistant in the

Tolbooth Parish, Edinburgh. Mr Mackie was a distinguished

student at Aberdeen and Edinburgh, and has for many years been

desirous to devote himself to some branch of missionary enter-

prise abroad.

Changes have also taken place in our school staff. At Smyrna
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Mrs Charteris has been appointed superintendent of the girls'

school, in place of Mrs Spiith, whose long and most valuable

services merit the warmest acknowledgments. At Salonica

Miss Tolmie, a lady of high character and much experience as a

teacher, has succeeded Mrs Tannoch, who was obliged for the

sake of her health to give up the charge of the school.

The following are the detailed reports from the various

stations :

—

I.—COXSTANTINOPLE.

Suh-Committee—Eev, Alexandee Williamson.

Eev. Wm. Bkown, M.A.

J. M. Baillie, Esq., C.A.

Agents.

Ordained Missionary—Eev. D. B. Spence, M.A.

Head-Master of School.—Mr Eaphael Seguea.

Teaeher of Girls' School—Miss Tuckee.

Native Evangelists—Mr Melitz and Mr Jacob Daeom.

The Eev. D. B. Spence reports as follows :

—

" I cannot write a brief statement of our work without refer-

ring to the loss which the Mission has sustained through the

resignation of the Eev. Mr Christie. He was an assiduous and

faithful labourer, and his excellent and scholarly translation of

the whole Bible into Judseo-Spanish will honourably link his name

with whatever success may crown our operations amongst the

Spanish Jews. It was a great pleasure to me, and of no small

profit, to be associated with him in the work of this station for

more than a year; and though very comfortably and usefully settled

at Smyrna, I am now satisfied it was much better that I, rather

than a stranger, should have been appointed his successor.

1. WoEK among the Jews.

"Last session we had an attendance of 117 Jewish pupils

—

15 boys and 102 girls. (We had also 62 Greeks—40 boys and
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22 girls—making a grand total of 179.) The New Testament is

read daily in the higher classes alternately with the Old ; and the

narratives, parables, &c., of the Gospels are committed to mem-
ory. Verses of the Psalms and other portions of Scripture are

learned by all, even by those who are only beginning to read.

As indicating the influence of the New Testament lessons on the

minds of the pupils, and the good that is done through the

schools, I will here give an extract from an interesting report

handed me by Mr Segura :
' One of the Jewish girls having

learned some of the New Testament histories, repeated them to

her father. He was so much pleased with them that he bought

a New Testament, and asked me to point out to him the his-

tories which his daughter had learned. I not only complied with

his wish, but requested him to read every night a chapter.' Mr
Segura also mentions the case of a man who brought his children

to school, assigning his reason on one occasion for doing so ;
—

' A
man occupying an official position among the Jews brought his

children to school. One day he warned them in my presence not

to tell anybody that they attended our school. I said he did

wrong in thus encouraging his children to speak lies. And be-

sides, I told him if he was afraid to send them to us, and risked

the loss of his situation by such a step, it would be better for him

to send them to a Jewish school. He replied, " I prefer yours

for two reasons : were I to send them to the rabbinical school,

they would stuff their heads with as much nonsense as they did

mine ; and were I to send them to the Frenchified school,* they

would become worse than I am in religious matters. In your

school I am aware that you teach them about Christ, but I am
sure you will not force them by round-about ways to become

Christians. When they grow up they may judge for themselves.

If they choose to embrace the Christian religion, let them do it

;

and if they choose to remain in the faith of their forefathers, no

one will interfere with them. What I wish is, that they should

be better than I am. As long as I am not molested by my
superiors, my children shall attend your school."

'

" Several attempts were made to take away our Jewish pupils,

but in no case with much success. A few were removed at the

* The school supported by the Israelitish Alliance in Paris.
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instigation of the rabbis, or the teachers of adventure schools

;

but, generally speaking, they returned after a time, or others came

in to fill their places. The teacher of one of the Jewish scliools

is an inveterate enemy, and he used every means in his power to

draw away our pupils ; but for the three or four he succeeded in

capturing, we received six from him without any effort.

" It is very pleasing to note that the Spanish Jews begin to

desire a more thorough education in their own language than has

hitherto been customary. For a long time their whole thought

was to get a little smattering of French, but now they are laud-

ably desirous to study Spanish. An effort is even being made to

introduce pure Spanish into the higher schools, and I sincerely

hope it will be successful.

" Having been long persuaded that the best way to reach the

people, in the first instance, is through the labours of qualified

native assistants, it was a great satisfaction to be able to appoint

j\Ir Jacob Darom, formerly of the British and Foreign Bible

Society, as an evangelist. The appointment, as I had anticipated

from long and intimate knowledge of the man, gives every pro-

mise of being highly beneficial. Darom applies himself with

praiseworthy zeal to visitation among the Jews in the bazaars

and places of resort ; and through his labours I was enabled to

hold religious intercourse with a considerable number, some of

whom are sincerely interested in Christian truth. One of his

own nephews is now a hopeful inquirer ; and a man who, years

ago, received instruction from Mr Christie, but afterwards became

callous, was induced to resume attendance upon our services. A
young man who was introduced to me by Dr Thomson is dili-

gently studying the New Testament, and I have good hopes of

him. There are several others who have shown some interest in

divine things ; and I sincerely trust that in the course of another

year, through the promised blessing of the God of Israel, we
shall see much to gladden our hearts, and have something also to

tell for the encouragement of our friends and supporters at home.

" A religious service in Judteo- Spanish was commenced on

Sabbath afternoons as soon as the great heat of the summer

moderated, and was kept up regularly. The highest attendance

never exceeded fifteen, and sometimes we had as few as ten
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present. It is really difficult to get together a good congrega-

tion on Sabbath, as most of the Jews go to their work.

" An extract which I translate from the journal of Darom

will be read with interest. Under date October 21st he says

:

' To-day I met eight Jews, and among them was a Talmudist.

I had a conversation with them concerning the coming of the

Messiah. They asked me for proofs of His having come, and I

pointed out and explained Genesis xlix. 10 ; Isaiah xi., Ixii. 11,

12; Ezekiel xxi. 27; Daniel ix. 2i-27; St Matthew xxi. 1-11
;

St Luke i. 30-33. When they had noted these passages, the

Talmudist said, " If He was the true Messiah, why then was He
put to death V 1 pointed out to him the 53d chapter of Isaiah.

He read the chapter, and when he had finished, expressed aston-

ishment. He read it again, and yet another time, to satisfy him-

self that he had not misunderstood it, and said eagerly, " This

chapter pricks my heart. I must examine it very carefully,

because it is very important for me," When he left, he promised

to come to my house and talk again about this chapter. In

course of the conversation I sold a tract
—

" The Assembly's Letter

to the Children of Israel." ' The Divine Word, carefully and

thoughtfully read, generally makes some impression on the

mind ; but the Jews read it so rapidly, and often so carelessly, and

without consideration as to its meaning and import, that they

miss the truth altogether, or apprehend it very erroneously.

Hence the young Talmudist, though he had read the 53d chapter

of Isaiah many times, had never seen in it anything striking or

suggestive until his attention was directed to it by Darom. I

believe that much good is done through the visits and conversa-

tions of the missionaries and their helpers. By these means we

become acquainted with those who are favourably disposed to

search the Scriptures, many of whom, after a visit or two, attend

our services, or call upon us at our homes or at the Mission-

house.

" Here, as well as in other parts of the Turkish empire, infi-

delity is spreading among the Spanish Jews. Many are quite

indifferent to the claims of Judaism, though, on national and

patriotic grounds, they do not come into open collision with the

rabbis. It is no very uncommon thing to hear a Jew say, ' I do
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not believe that the books of Moses and the Prophets are in-

spired. It is true Moses was a great legislator, but so also was

Solon. Some of the prophets were poets. Homer also was a

poet.' It is cheering, however, to find that, in spite of the old

rabbinical fanaticism on the one hand, and the increasing indif-

ferentism and infidelity on the other, there are a good many ' who

sincerely search the Scriptures, in order to find out whether the

Saviour preached to them by the Protestants is the one whom
their forefathers hoped for or not.' And my experience warrants

me in believing that the number of such persons is on the in-

crease. Not only the Old, but likewise the New Testament, is

bought much more readily than formerly. Tracts also—notably

the General Assembly's Letter, translated by Dr Thomson, and

now in its second edition—have been pretty extensively sold.

Indeed there are hopeful signs visible that the Mission to the

Spanish Jews is entering upon a more successful stage of its

existence, or, more correctly speaking—for I maintain that all

along it has been a success—that it is entering upon a reaping

stage of its history.

'' I give you one more extract from the report of Mr Segura,

which supplies an instructive illustration of the way in which

Divine truth is operating upon the Jewish mind through the

agency of our Mission : 'One day after the school work was

over, my assistant requested me to have a private conversation

with him. I complied, and in my study he made the following

statement :
" I have been more than four years in your school, and

have had the double advantage of both mental and relioious in-

struction. Your daily religious lessons and the tracts you gave me
have been a blessing to me. They have contributed, by the help

of God, to work a change in my religious views. Now I am
fully convinced that Jesus of Nazareth, whom our forefathers

crucified, is the Eedeemer promised to our nation by God. But

there is one thing which I do not understand yet, and that is,

the Divine nature of Christ." I directed his attention to the

most striking passages of the Bible touching on this subject.

Next day I spoke to Mr Spence about the matter, and he kindly

expounded it fully to the inquirer.'
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2. WOKK AMONG THE BRITISH COMMUNITY.

" The Sabbath after our arrival I held my first English service.

The place of meeting was the hall of the Mechanics Institute,

which was then rented by your Committee for that purpose. To

one who, years before, had seen the hall well filled with a flourish-

ing congregation, it certainly was not in a high degree encourag-

ing or stimulating to find an audience numbering less than 50.

I had been prepared for the change which had gradually taken

place, owing to large numbers of the engineers having been dis-

missed from the Imperial Arsenal, or having voluntarily resigned

their situations ; but, just as the people and I were getting well

acquainted, the majority of those still employed in the arsenal

received notice of dismissal. During July and August, 15 of our

members left, thereby reducing the membership of the congrega-

tion to 23. At the celebration of the Lord's Supper, on the first

Sabbath of July, 30 communicated ; whereas at the next celebra-

tion of the holy ordinance, on the first Sabbath of October, the

communicants numbered 19. The service was regularly kept

up, and, considering our reduced circumstances, the attendance

was always highly encouraging. On the first Sabbath of every

alternate month I preached a special sermon to the young.

" Sunday-school for the English children was held in the after-

noon, immediately after my Spanish service, and our average

attendance was 20. I was assisted by two ladies, members of

the congregation, and for a time by Mr Segura.

" Purchase of Property.—In consequence of the dismissal of so

many of the engineers employed in the Imperial Arsenal—most

of whom had shares in the Mechanics Institute Buildings— it

was resolved by the shareholders to dispose of the property. I

wrote your Committee on the subject on 22d July, and urged

them to purchase, as the buildings would be of great service to

the Mission, and could be utilised in a great variety of useful

ways. The Jewish Mission Committee authorised their purchase,

and after some negotiation with the liquidation Committee, on

5th December they formally passed into our hands.
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3. Bible Work.

" From the date of my arrival to the end of the year, the Scrip-

ture sales through the agency of the Mission amounted to 619

copies, in 16 languages. Of the entire number 619, 243 copies

in Hebrew and Jadieo-Spanish were sold to Jews, viz.

—

Hebrew Old Testament, . . ; .

,, Pentateuch,

„ Psalms, ... . . .

Hebrew and Judaeo-Spanish Old Testament,

„ „ Pentateuch,

Judseo-Spanish Old Testament,

„ Psalms, . . . . .

„ New Testament, .

75

34
75
2L

1

6

25
6

"For several months I employed a colporteur, partly at my
own expense ; and though a Greek, his success among the Jews

was such as to make it manifest that a Hebrew-Christian colpor-

teur permanently attached to the Mission staff would be £»f great

practical usefulness. He would not only visit the whole city from

time to time for the purpose of selling the Scriptures, but would

also look out for, and direct the attention of, those who Avere dis-

posed to search the Word of God, to the missionary or his assist-

ant. With our present staff we can scarcely hope to become

acquainted with the whole Jewish population ; and yet, as Mr
Christie wrote me before I came, I should ' consider all the Span-

ish Jews in the city as being within the bounds of my parish.'

When, the application for the appointment of such an agent comes

before your Committee, I hope it will obtain their approval and

sanction."
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IL—SMYENA.

Sub- Committee—Eev. Dr Scott.

Eev. Egbert Edgar, M.A.

Alexander Pringle, Esq. of Whytbank.

Agents.

Ordained Missionary—Eev. Wm. Charteris.

Teachers of Boys' School—Mr Spath and Mr Kynegos.

Superintendent of Girls School—Mrs Charteris.

m 7 ^ i^ • 7 » cv 7 7 ( Miss Gaillardin and
Teachers of Girls School-

1 ^^.^^ Angelopolis.

Native Agent—Mr Philippo.

The following report is abridged and extracted from the state-

ments of our agents :

—

1. Work among Jews.

1. Schools.—Mr Spath thus writes: "As I am doing work in

the girls' school as well as in that of the boys', I may be allowed

here to speak of both. The entire number of boys enrolled is

205—viz., 22 Jews, 1 English, 2 Turks, 2 Armenians, ]0 Pro-

testants, and 168 Greeks. The number of girls enrolled is 164

—

viz., 66 Jews, 1 Turk, 1 Armenian, 8 Protestants, and 88 Greeks

—

making a total of SO 9. If we consider that all the different

nationalities have now many schools of their own, and that we
are surrounded by many difficulties, we have every reason to be

thankful that so many children have been brought under Christian

influence. Eeligious instruction is given daily to all the children.

We sow ; others after us will reap, for the word of the Lord shall

not return unto Him void. That our schools have been doing a

good work is recognised also by labourers of other societies.

The great movement now going on among Jews and Greeks is at

least partly due to the labours of your agents. Our first pupils

are now young men and women ; and though they are not declared

Protestants, they are free from superstition, and are favourably
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disposed to Christian truth. Many of them come from time to

time to our Sunday-school, or attend religious meetings else-

where.

" The religious instruction in the boys' school is given by Mr
Kynegos and myself; in the girls' school Miss Angelopolis

teaches the younger children, and I have the higher classes. Mr
Philippo is intrusted with these lessons in the Jewish department.

He knows best how to deal with Jews, and he does his work

well. We have thought it always to be the best that our pupils

should read the Word of God in their own language. As soon

as a child is able to read, the New Testament is put into his

hands. A child who frequents our schools for a number of years

acquires a good knowledge of the Scriptures.

" The secular instruction given to our pupils was the same as

hitherto. In a place like this, where so many languages are

spoken, a considerable part of the time must be devoted to the

teaching of different languages. The number of Jewish children

was not as large as during the previous year. The cause of this

is well known to you. The Jews are very anxious to make their

own schools prosperous, and they do therefore all they can to

prevent children from going to our school. We cannot compete

with them. The poor children not only are admitted gratis, but

they also are supplied with books, paper, &c., and get clothes

twice a-year. They also have established an industrial school,

in which poor children can learn a trade. We must, however,

not despair, for our school is gradually recovering from the heavy

shock it received when the Jews opened a girls' school of their

own. The desire for education is becoming stronger from year

to year among the Jews, and I fully believe we shall see again

many Jewish children in our schools."

2. Work among the Adults.—" As you are aware, a considerable

part of my time is given to evangelistic work. jMr Charteris

kindly spends two hours every day in the school giving English

lessons. Thus he enables me to visit the Jews in the bazaars and

in their own houses. During the past year I went, along with

our native agent, 199 times through the bazaars to the Jewish

quarter, visiting every time some shops or houses, where I often

had very interesting discussions on religious matters. In no
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place have we met with unkindness on the part of the Jews,

but have always been welcome visitors. I must say, to the praise

of our Smyrna Jews, that they respect us ; even those who are

opposed to our work would not say an unkind word to us. They

know that we love them, and that we are always ready to help

them in times of trouble and persecution.

" The number of Jews visitino; us for relio-ious discussions was

1606. How many of them are real earnest inquirers is difficult

to say. Some of them, it would seem, sometimes come only to

puzzle us with their many and vain questions. It requires often

a great deal of patience to listen to them and answer all their

questions. We receive them all, however, and try to direct their

attention to the one thing needful.

"I also had 51 meetings for Jews on Saturday mornings.

These meetings have been especially blessed by the Lord to many

souls. Many have been stirred up and induced to search the

Scriptures whether those things which we tell them were so.

Several have declared themselves for Christ. Much is gained if

we can get a Jew to read the Scriptures without the rabbinical

interpretations. Several of our inquirers meet during the week

in the house of one of them, in order to study carefully the

Messianic prophecies."

The attendance at Mr Spiith's weekly meetings has been larger

this year than at any former time. For some months the

average number present was 70, and in October no less than 1 19

persons were present on one occasion—the largest audience of

Israelites ever known to be assembled in Turkey to listen to a

Christian missionary.

The result of the labours of our missionaries has been most en-

couraging. Before his departure from Constantinople, Mr Spence

had the pleasure of baptising Isaac Saul, a convert who had

long been under his training and that of Mr Spiith. And on

the 4th of April this year Mr Charteris administered the ordinance

to two other Jews. " One of those," Mr Charteris writes, "a youth

of eighteen, has long been a scholar in our Mission-school, almost

a member of Mr Spatb's family, and now a pupil-teacher.

" This youth may be said to have received an entirely Christian

education, having been brought when a child of six years old to

2 a
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'Mr Sprith by his father, who told him that he might teach him

what he pleased, and who was threatened with persecution, in the

form of imprisonment, if he resisted the authority of the rabbis

and did not withdraw his children from oiir school. Our young

convert's elder brother was also taught in the school, but he left

six months ago for Constantinople, and now frequents the Mission

tinder Mr Spence ; so we hope that ere long he too will become a

Christian. The father was a spectator of Valencis' baptism, and

afterwards cordially shook hands with me, and with tears in his

eyes declared his unfeigned joy that his son was now a Christian.

He said, 'You must baptise me and my wife also.' He has long

attended the Mission services, but we do not think that he has

given such evidence of a vital change of heart as we desire to see,

however long we may have to wait for it. His unfeigned joy at

his son's baptism is, however, a very unusual circumstance.

" The name of the other convert is David, which we did not

change. He is about forty years of age, and comes from Bul-

garia, so that we do not know his previous history so well. He
began more than six months ago to attend the services very

regularly, and showed by his outward serious bearing that the

truth was making way to his heart. He was not long in declar-

ing himself a believer in Jesus, in such a decided way as to leave

us in no doubt as to his sincerity. In the class for inquirers he

made rapid progress in Scriptural knowledge. His memory was

not quite so retentive as that of the other, yet he could give a

tolerably clear statement of his views in his own words. On one

occasion, when pressed to answer some searching questions, he

broke down, and said, ' Mr Spiith, if I am to answer publicly I

shall become confused; but one thing I know, Jesus is my Saviour,

and I believe in Him with all my heart.' After this we were

constrained to ask ourselves. What doth hinder this man to be

baptised ? We venture to hope that he will show due firmness

and sincerity, humble-mindedness, and exemplary conduct in

maintaining his profession. We have frequently had our church

well filled, but on this occasion it was full to overflowing,—with

British, Greeks, Armenians, and many Jeics, even though we gave

little or no intimation of our intention to baptise. When I saw

the latter in such numbers, I was at first afraid lest some of them
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might be excited enouoh to create a disturbance ; but, on the con-

trary, they all maintained the most commendable propriety, and

really seemed much interested and solemnly impressed by the

service.

" There are several other inquirers who are candidates for bap-

tism
; most of them, so far as we can judge, are very sincere, yet

further instruction is necessary, and in some cases there are com-

plicating circumstances that dictate the prudence of delay."

2. WoEK AMONG British and others.

Services have been conducted for the English congregation

regularly, and for sailors from time to time.

Mr Spiith writes :

—

" Tract distribution.—The spirit of incpiiry shows itself in the

increased demand for tracts—2044 of them having been distri-

buted in various languages. Mr Kynegos circulates among our

pupils two Greek papers for young people, the ' Children's Paper

'

and the 'Athenais;' and I get a number of copies of ' Le Mes-

sager de I'Ecole du Dimanche ' from Switzerland for our pupils.

"Sunday-school.—The Sunday-school has been well attended by

children as well as adults. We niio-ht call it a meeting for Greeks,

for there are sometitnes as many adults as there are children.

" Bible ivork.—Another important branch of our Mission here is

the Bible work. Since Mr Spence left us I had more to do with

this work than in former years. In spite of the very hard times

in which we live, the circulation of the Scriptures has been con-

siderable. The whole Bible has been sold in fifteen languages,

the New Testament in eighteen. From June 1st to December

31st, there have been sold by the depot in our premises and the

colporteurs 221 Bibles, 488 New Testaments, and 389 parts of

Scripture—making a total, together with 9 New Testaments

given away gratis, of 1107 copies."

A Mothers'-meeting has been started by Mrs Charteris and

Mrs Spath, who have had an attendance of about 20. These

meetings have been a great blessing to many poor families in a

season of unprecedented cold, during which the poor have suffered

great privations.
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III.—ALEXANDEIA.

Suh-CommiUce—Eev. John Alison, M.A.

David Stevenson, Esq., C.E.

C. J. Pearson, Esq., Advocate.

Agents—
Ordained Missionary—Rev. Dr Yule.

(To be succeeded by Eev. William Frank Scott, j\I.A.)

Teacher of Boys' School—Mr Alex. Drummond.
Teacher of Girls' School—Miss Clare.

Assistant Teacher—Miss Williams.

1. Work among Jews.

As lias already been stated, Mr Rudolph, lately of Jerusalem,

and formerly in the employment of the London City j\Iission, has

been appointed to act as lay evangelist at this station, under the

charge of our ordained missionary. Mr Rudolph is by birth a

Jew, and speaks both Arabic and German. The Committee have

every reason to beheve that, both from his Christian character

and general attainments, he is well fitted for the work on which

he has now entered.

2. Schools.

Mr Drummond has opened a school for poorer boys, with the

result of raising the attendance of Jewish boys from 45 to 57,

being much the largest enrolment of this class of pupils at any of

our stations. In the girls' school, there is a decrease of 24 in

the number enrolled during the year ; but the school continues to

be conducted with great enthusiasm and success by Miss Clare

and Miss Williams. The high-class character which this school

continues to maintain is shown by the large amount of fees col-

lected, amounting to £245, 10s. 9d. in 1879, against £184, 9s. in

1878. The importance of having Jewish children of good social
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position under instruction is very obvious ; but it is our duty, if

possible, to make provision also for the children of poor Jews.

Many such children have already been brought to our school

since Mr Rudolph entered on his work ; and Miss Clare presses

on the Committee the importance of opening a school in the

Jewish quarter, where pupils would be received at a small fee, or,

in extreme cases, free. The Committee trust that, by the aid of

hoped-for local contributions, they may be able to make a trial

of this new scheme.

During the past year, Miss Clare and Miss Williams have

begun to visit in the homes of their pupils, and have met with

considerable encouragement.

3. WOEK AMONG BeITISH AND OTHEES.

The Rev. Dr Yule thus reports :

—

" In drawing up the twenty-second Report of work at Alex-

andria in connection with the Jewish Committee, a feeling of

deep gratitude to God arises in the heart for His great goodness

in sustaining us throughout that long period, and in enabling us

to take so deep a root in this land.

"When the Mission was first established in 1858, there were

very few to give us any encouragement, or to lead us to hope for

any success. We were told by one after another, that whether

our object was to organise an English congregation, or to open

schools, we should fare as others who had been before us, and

would shortly be obliged to quit the place. By the help of God,

however, we continue to this day, and not only so, but we have

the satisfaction of knowing that our labours have not been alto-

gether in vain.

"The past year has been to some extent a time of trial. For

many months I had felt an increasing inability to carry on all the

work committed to my care, and early in October I was obliged

to desist for a time from active duty. In this season of strait the

Rev. S. Ewing, of the American Mission, kindly came to my
relief, so that the regular church services were duly maintained,

while those of the Bethel were kept up by Mr Green, who has

often rendered us much valuable aid.
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" As soon as able I resumed ray work, although not in its full

extent. Until my illness I had three services on every Sabbath

—namely, two in town and one in the harbour, rarely getting

home from the latter till half past-nine at night. As this proved

too much for me, I was obliged to discontinue the afternoon

meeting, so that at present there are only two services—one in

the church in the morning, and that of the Bethel in the evening.

" I am thankful to say that now I am considerably better in

health, and I trust that, by a little rest from what may be justly

termed tlie care of parochial work, I shall be able ere long to

resume regular duty.

"In reference to the past year, I would report

—

" 1. On the Congregation of St Andi^eivs Church.—Two regular

services were carried on until October—the morning one in the

church, and that of the afternoon in the large hall of the girls'

school-house. The attendance at these services has been very en-

courao-ino;, considering; the tremendous difficulties which come in

the way of our endeavours to excite a respect not only for the ordin-

ances of worship, but for the proper observance and sanctification of

the Lord's Day. We have not only to contend with Mohammedan
arrogance, Jewish prejudice, and the extremely lax notions con-

cerning the Sabbath of the Eoman and Greek Churches, but with

the carelessness, the indifference, and the covetousness of our own
countrymen, who soon seem to forget their early ideas of religion

on coming to this land. In truth, there is no real Sabbath rest in

this city. As a rule, merchants' offices are all open, and business

goes on as on other days, so that employees are obliged to work

or lose their situation. Notwithstanding these and many other

difficulties, it has been a cause of much satisfaction to see so

many assemble for the worship of God ; and the deep and earnest

attention given by the majority to the preaching of the Gospel

leads us to hope that, by the Divine blessing, there has been some

good done in this department of our labour.

" During the year the sacrament of the Lord's Supper has been

dispensed four times, the largest number of communicants being

29, and the smallest 24. The sacrament of Baptism was admin-

istered seven times.
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" On looking over the list of attendants at worship, I find there

is nofe a single person now belonging to the congregation of those

who were with us when we began—so great are the changes of

life here. The congregational Sabbath-school has been regularly

held during the year, and the teachers have been encouraged by

the interest which the scholars have taken in the lessons.

" 2. Work among Seamen.—On the departure of Mr Charteris to

Smyrna I resumed charge of this most important part of mission-

work for our own countrymen. This is a sphere of labour in

which I always had the deepest interest, and one which has

largely repaid the time and strength spent upon it. Our con-

gregations on board the Bethel have been, as a rule, often num-

bering 50, GO, and 70 persons, many of whom gave evidence

that they highly prized the opportunity of meeting together in

worship.

" 3. Services at Hospital.—These are held every Tuesday after-

noon. The patients who attend are usually British subjects, al-

though others are sometimes present ; and I feel it a great privi-

lege to have an opportunity of laying the truths of the Gospel

—

so suitable to sick and dying men—before their notice.

" 4. The Italian Congregation. — This continues to meet in

the boys' school every Sabbath morning at 10 o'clock. Signor

Cerioni still has charge of it. The attendance is not large, but the

little band hold together in their profession of the Gospel. I

deeply regret that, until now, we have not been able to obtain a

proper evangelist to work amongst our large Italian population.

Funds.
" Subscriptions :

—

Collections and Grant from British Government, ^484 4 11

Fees—Boys' school, . . . . 103 6 9|

„ Girls' school, . . . . 245 10 9'

£833 2 5i"
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IV.—BEYROUT.

Suh-Committee—Eev. John Milne, M.A.

J. T. Maclagan, Esq.

Ayents—
Ordained Missionary—Eev, William Feank Scott, M.A.

(To be succeeded by Rev. George M. Mackie, M.A.)

Teacher of Boys' School—]\Ir Wm. Staiger.

Teacher of Girls School—Mrs Salt.

The following is Mr Scott's Report for 1879 :

—

1. English Work.

" The services on the Lord's Day were conducted regularly in

the church in Beyrout, except, as usual, during the summer

months. In all, thirty-five services were held, including special

services on Good Friday and Christmas Day. The size of the

community does not vary much, hence the numbers attending

public worship are nearly the same year by year. Recently,

however, they have been uniformly larger.

"During the summer months services were again held regu-

larly in Shcmlan and 'Alieh (villages in Lebanon). In SJicmlan

there were sixteen meetings in all, with an average attendance

of about 30. In 'Alieh the services were held in Mrs Peile's

house, kindly put at the disposal of the American brethren for

the purpose.

"Your missionary having had leave of absence for several

months to visit Scotland to endeavour to place the wants of the

Mission before the Church, at the request of the Pastors' Com-

mittee of the congregation, the Rev. E. R. Lewis, M.D., kindly

consented to act as pastor ad int. The duties were performed

by him at no little expense of time and trouble, and the warm

thanks of your Committee are due to him for his acceptable

labours.

" In Shcmlan during summer. Rev. A. 0. Hardin of Tripoli

practically took charge of the Sunday service in that village.
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" The weekly prayer-meeting was held regularly from house to

house of the members of the congregation as usual. During the

year tivo monthly evening meetings were held,—the second of

these meetings being devoted to a survey of missionary intelli-

gence. This meeting has proved so interesting that, as only one

evening meeting in the month can be held during the coming

year, it is proposed to devote it to the survey of, and prayer for,

mission-work in various lands. Might not such meetings in

Scotland be more interesting than the ordinary prayer-meeting,

with its formal address, and tend to create and keep up more

interest in mission operations ? The attendance at our prayer-

meetings recently (and indeed during the year) has been very en-

couraging. Union meetings (with the native and German com-

munities) in connection with the week of prayer were held as in

previous years. The attendance at those gatherings was large,

and the exercises were diversified, short, and interesting.

" The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was dispensed quarterly

—the highest number communicating on one occasion was be-

tween 70 and 80, and the lowest 42 ; the average being above 50.

"The Sunday-school has been as prosperous as hitherto. It

still meets at the house of Dr Dennis, and is superintended by

Mrs Dennis, The pupils contribute towards the support of an

orphan in the Kaiserswerth Institution. The Sabbath evening-

class for young men was fairly successful—the average attend-

ance being about 8 till recently, several of the regular attenders

having left Beyrout since last spring.

" The annual financial report of the treasurer of the congrega-

tion showed a considerable advance on the previous year ; but as

the expenses connected with the congregation have been heavier

than usual, the amount handed over to be placed to the credit of

the Mission is not much larger than that of last year. But means

are to be taken in future to augment the weekly collections, and

especially to give travellers an opportunity of contributing in aid

of the services.

" Before closing this imperfect sketch of the pastoral work of

the Mission, I must advert to a heavy loss sustained by the con-

gregation and community recently in the death of ]\Tr James

Black, merchant, Beyrout. A Scotchman and a Presbyterian,
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he took a lively interest in all mission - work in this land.

The amount of actual help he rendered will probably never be

fully known ; but his influence was even greater in an indirect

way. Though long a resident in the East, he never forgot, as

many do who come to those parts, his early religious training.

To him especially the Sabbath was a ' delight and honourable,'

and the services of the sanctuary were always keenly interesting

to him. Your missionaries here have always had in him a warm

and unfailing friend ; and I personally shall never forget the many

happy hours spent under his hospitable roof in the genial com-

pany of himself and his family. The regret of all—European and

native. Christian and Moslem—was unfeigned. On the stormy

tempestuous day when he was buried, the church was crowded

with men of all sects and races.

2. Work among Jews.

" Beyrout itself is not a very extensive Jewish field. The

Jewish population is small, being somewhat under 2000. As a

centre of missionary influence, however, it is a station from which

other parts of Syria and Palestine can be reached and worked.

The Jews here and in Syria are much more liberal than those in

Palestine proper. Indeed the latter, as we found at Safed, con-

sider the former to be heretics, and declare that the curse remains

on Israel on accoimt of the conduct of those unfaithful Israelites.

We have not been able to reach the richer portion of the Jewish

community in Beyrout. The poor (and they are more than three-

fifths of the community) we reach through our schools ; but our

schools are of too low a standard for the rich. The girls of the

better class attend the classes in the Kaiserswerth Deaconesses

Institution, or the Jewish Girls' School in connection with the

British Syrian Schools Mission, which last is also attended by the

majority of the girls from what w^e may call the middle class.

Many also attend the Jewish schools, taught by Jewish teachers,

supported by the Israelitic Alliance. I need not say what I have

said again and again, that our poor appearance and overcrowded

class-rooms are hindrances to our attracting more Jewish children

to our schools. In this country, a respectable appearance and the
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manifest possession of wealth go a long way towards overcoming

even religious prejudices.

" The poor last year suffered considerably. The bad harvest,

and other causes, gave rise to a good deal of poverty. The Jews,

of course, suflered among others ; and, thanks to the liberal aid

collected and sent in 1878, we have been able to help not a few

in their hour of need. Intercourse begun in this way evokes

gratitude and breaks down prejudices, but no further results have

as yet followed.

"The number of Jewish children attending our schools is nearly

the same as in former years. One very smart boy left in summer

to go to business. He was very anxious to attend the American

College, and passed the entrance examination. We would have

assisted him, perhaps, had his parents exerted themselves to do

something. But they professed to be too poor (they are compara-

tively), and to need help rather, so he was sent to business in

town, much against his will. The other religious sects represented

in the schools are pj'esent in much the same proportion as for-

merly—there being an increase in the Ifoslem element.

" From what has been said above, it will be evident that, in

order to greater success in our educational work among the Jews,

our schools must be put on a better footing. I am sorry to see

from the ' Eecord ' that subscriptions are coming in very slowly

to our building fund. I trust that many Sunday-schools and

congregations will give at least one collection towards it ; and

when subscriptions for this purpose are sent in, that their destin-

ation will be notified to the treasurer, so that they may not be

included among the general collections for the Mission."

The following extracts from Mr Staiger's report may be

added :

—

" The proportions of the different denominations that attended

our boys' school during the last year are as follows :

—

Orthodox Greeks, . . .206
Maronites, 56

Jews, 23

Druses, 12

Syriaks, 3

Greeks & Roman Catholics, 83

Protestants, 43

Mohammedans, .... 22

Armenians, 5

Copt, 1

Altogether, 454
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" In comparing these figures with those of the previous year,

you will notice an increase, especially of Greeks and Roman
Catholic pupils, while the Maronites have decreased. This is

owing chiefly to the comparatively good schools which the Mar-

onite Bishop of Beyrout has opened for his parishioners, and with

the especial purpose of preventing their children attending other

schools. The Jews have kept about the same number. They

also have made great exertions to provide the necessary schools

for their children, in order to keep them as much as possible

away from Christian influence. Lately, the Chachara Bashi from

Damascus (chief rabbi of Syria and Palestine) was here, and

entreated the Jews to keep away from the Protestants, and even

threatened them with his wrath if they do not comply with his

wishes,—until now, however, without much effect. None of our

Jewish pupils were kept away from the school in consequence of

the high priest's demand. The native Jews here are beginning

to follow, in some respect, their Ashkenazim brethren, in emanci-

pating themselves more and more from the rabbinical power,

which is, however, as yet strong enough to make itself felt in

many instances. More than all this rabbinical display of power

and ill-will against the influence of the Gospel, are felt the efforts

of the Israelitic Alliance. They began by assisting a man who

established a boarding-school for boys ; after that they opened a

girls' school on their own account, and not long ago also a day-

school for boys. They are all thriving well until now, at least as

far as numbers are concerned. Nevertheless, we need not appre-

hend any serious loss for our schools from this side, as it will be

rather difficult for them to compete with our schools— a fact of

which they are well aware.

" In regard to the spiritual progress of our school, we have every

reason to be satisfied. The children all receive a sound evan-

gelical training based on the Bible (Old and New Testament),

which is our daily class-book, and I am happy to say the children

like and appreciate their Bible lesson above all others. AVith

the beginning of the last session I began to give our senior class

their Bible lesson in English, and so much was it liked that our

second English class, which is pretty well advanced, asked me
to admit them also to my Bible-class, which I did to their
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great delight. All other classes receive their Bible instruction in

Arabic.

" The girls' school went on its ordinary course. Towards the

close of last year a change of teachers took place. Both native

assistants left,—one in consequence of her brother's death, which

made her presence at home necessary, and the other to be mar-

ried. Both were replaced by other teachers. The general

attendance was pretty much the same as in former year.s, though

there were not so many Jewesses.

" Concerning the mission work among the adults, I visited the

Jews whenever time and opportunity allowed. As the Jews

know the object of my visits, they themselves usually open at

once the desired subject for conversation, so that it is never diffi-

cult for me to find an appropriate question for discussion. At

these occasional meetings—for such they become sometimes—

I

try to lay before the Jews the way of salvation, and invite them to

accept at the hands of our Saviour the riches of grace and mercy.

I dare say there are very few Jews in Beyrout—that is, among
those who have been resident there for some time—who are not,

more or less, acquainted with the doctrines of the Gospel ; and if

they do not believe, it is not because they do not know it, but

because they will not, their hearts being hardened like those of

their fathers."

v.—SALONICA.

Sub-Committee—Rev. Henry Duncan.

David Scott, Esq., C.A.

Agents—
Ordained Missionary—Eev. Petee Ceosbie.

Teachers of Girls ScJwols—Miss Tolmie and Assistants.

' Our Mission here has suffered much from the disordered state

of the Turkish empire—from the distress caused by the deprecia-

tion of the currency, the practical repudiation of the public debt,

short harvests, and the prevalence of brigandage in Macedonia.
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During the past year, also, Mr Crosbie was for weeks prostrated

by a dangerous attack of fever ; Mrs Crosbie was obliged to

recruit her weakened strength by a visit to this country ; and

Mrs Tannoch was forced by her failing health to resign her office

as teacher of the girls' school. Notwithstanding all these diffi-

culties and discouragements, Mr Crosbie believes that the work

of the IMission was never before in so prosperous a state ; and

certainly the report he gives of the success of the school under

Miss Tolmie is of the most gratifying description. The valuable

help given by himself and Mrs Crosbie deserves hearty recogni-

tion. Mr Crosbie's Eeport is as follows :

—

"SUNDAY SEltVICES.

" These, with the exception of the interval of my illness, have

been held regularly, and the resident Protestant community have

availed themselves of them as heretofore. There is no local

option. I am called upon for all the duties required at the hands

of a parish minister at home. Captains and ships' crews are also

v/elcomed, but their attendance is next to nil. The Jewish mer-

chants hold the keys of commerce. By their personal abstention

from all manner of work on the seventh day of the week, they com-

pel the observance of the Sabbath laws by those who profess and

call themselves Christians. The Lord of the Sabbath is practically

little recognised by those who profess to believe in Him. Away
from the inhibitory laws of home, English trade, and especially

the carrying trade, holds itself free from restraint. My congre-

gation, though limited in numbers, is in character cosmopolitan.

There are individual representatives of many tongues, peoples, and

nations. Besides the British residents, there are Germans, Swiss,

Americans, Greeks, and Arabs. The attendance at ordinary diets

of worship rarely exceeds 20; at last Communion season 25

partook of the Sacrament, several others beinu unavoidably

absent. There is no stated offertory ; local objects of almost

daily recurrence absorb all that we can lay by in store. Lately,

in response to an appeal, they gave me £13 towards the 'Thun-

derer' fund. Eefugees bid fair soon to drain us of all our

substance. A wayfaring man has to be forwarded on his way

;

hospital and burial charges have to be defrayed by the com
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munity. I never have to make an appeal in vain, but such inci-

dental expenditure forms no inconsiderable annual charge. In

my anxiety to be able to continue to give much needful help, I

now make an appeal to the charitable at home. Contributions

of medicines would be specially serviceable.

" THE GIRLS' SCHOOL.

" This school is successful, almost beyond our anticipations.

At one time in our history we had to solicit ; now we have

to decline and repress : greatly to personal discomfort and in

disregard of hygiene, we have had to admit some ] 70 chil-

dren. Former pupils, now mothers in Israel, fancy they have

a presumptive claim upon us. The other day we had to re-

ject 10, and still they come flying as doves to their windows.

The daily attendance averages 160, and in all probability will

maintain this high figure till the vacation. We have neither the

accommodation nor the teaching staff such numbers demand.

We are loath to say nay to applicants for admission. The

children are to be seen in crowds and groups in the school-

yard two hours before the opening of the doors, conning their

lessons for the day, reserving their games for mid day. Friend-

ly rabbis now recognise and confess to tlie female's aptitude

for learning, and to her possible possession of a soul. A rabbi's

child was among the rejected of the other day. The disap-

pointed parent agreed to bide his time. I have seen the day

when such as he would have resented my prayer as an imperti-

nence. The instruction is such as would be given at home un-

hampered by a conscience clause.

" The school is opened and closed with prayer. Both the Old

and New Testaments are used as text-books. Mrs Crosbie gives

oral instruction to such as cannot make use of a text-book. The

English school-books are got from home ; the French from a

Protestant publishing house in France ; the Spanish are either

Dr Thomson's (of Constantinople) translations, or possess the

guarantee of his editorial care. The children's attainments would

do credit to similar efforts at home. In some departments I

think they even surpass them."
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[A quotation from Miss Tolmie's letter may be given here.

She says :

—

"There are, I believe, now 173 on the roll, and the school-

rooms are uncomfortably crowded. At some hours of the day

the lobby, off which the rooms open, is filled with classes of little

creatures from five upwards, whom some of the free pupils drill

in their alphabet.

" If more pupils are taken, they cannot be taught properly

without another teacher, and it seems inexpedient to change the

present arrangements for the short time which remains before

the summer holidays, which are given at end of June, I believe
;

this more especially as there are no Protestant teachers to be had

here, and as many of these new children would probably only

remain at school for a few months. Several of those wishing to

come are from the Jewish Alliance school.

" I have now 30 pupils, who are at three different stages ; and

it requires constant vigilance to keep them all in discipline. They

are very timid ; but, instead of playing on their cowardice, I would

fain arouse in them higher motives to duty.

" They learn anything by rote very quickly ; but though very

intelligent, few of them seem to wish to learn with the under-

standing also. Talking is their chief fault ; they very seldom

quarrel ; deceitfulness and untruth are common, but not more

so than I have found in our own favoured land. There are several

who have not tried to deceive me. Of course, in these remarks I

only allude to those directly under my care."]

Mr Crosbie continues :
" In addition to the wear and tear of

the schoolroom. Miss Tolmie carries on her private studies in

Judaio-Spanish, reading a lesson with me every evening after

dinner. Her progress is remarkable. She reads the language

already with facility. Speaking will come in due course, and then

her sphere of usefulness will be enlarged. Already her hands are

as full of work as her strength will warrant her undertaking.

" YOUNG men's classes.

" These continue to give me satisfaction. Former pupils are in

the railway employ here, in merchants' ofiices, and in England.
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They find their knowledge of English to be a great advantage to

them. They read with me six times a-week. On Saturdays our

readings are confined to the Bible. They confess to a great liking

for the ' Paraphrases.' When with me they have the run of my
library. With one exception they are all Jews. Some day, in an

acceptable time, their lessons may come back to them, not in

word only, but in manifestation of the truth. The Jewish com-

munity here is large, fairly prosperous, and self-dependent. Sep-

aration from it means abandonment and starvation. The outcast

from the synagogue, for conscience' sake, instead of being wel-

comed into any particular communion, is universally regarded as

a ' black sheep.'

" COLPORTAGE

has been much hindered by the unsettled state of the country.

Nevertheless the Scottish National Bible Society's agent placed

under my superintendence holds on his way. His operations are

in great measure confined to this township and immediate vicinity.

Brigandage is rife and rampant. It would be hazardous in the

extreme to expose himself on the highways and byways of the

country. The capture of an Englishman gave notoriety lately to

the lawlessness that abounds. Brigandage is indigenous and

difficult of eradication. The Society's agent, notwithstanding such

impediments to free circulation, has succeeded in disposing of

some five hundred copies of the Word of God, besides tracts and

religious publications."

MONASTIR.

" Owing to failing health, the sphere of your agent's (Dr

Aristides) labours is getting more and more contracted. Domi-

ciled in Monastir, and with that large and important inland town

as a centre of operations, he was, in his better days, in the prac-

tice of making incursions into the surrounding country. Testify-

ing and exhorting with many words, he succeeded in begetting a

large and attached connection. On such occasions he carried

with him a supply of Bibles and the more portable medicines,

and did good unto all as he had opportunity. He now rarely

2b
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ventures beyond the precincts of the township. The care of the

sick poor (chiefly Jewish), and attendance to reading, to exhorta-

tion to doctrine, constitute together a heavy charge upon his time

and strength. The American brethren stationed there and he

work to each other's hands. Their only consideration and rivalry

is to provoke unto love and good works. The high opinion these

brethren formed, years ago, of the Doctor's usefulness, has become

with them a settled conviction. The Doctor's son-in-law is under

probation as his successor. He officiates at prayer-meetings and

Scripture-readings. His prelections and addresses on such occa-

sions are greatly appreciated by the auditory. As the Ladies'

Committee and others send boxes of ' work ' to the other Mission

stations for the benefit of the poor, I would suggest to dispensing

chemists the despatch of a box of medicines, chiefly anti-febrile.

Their co-operation would greatly strengthen your agent's hands.

On more occasions than one my congregation has come to his aid
;

but in these days of refugees and commercial depression, I dare

not venture upon another appeal."

LADIES' ASSOCIATION.

The Eeport of the Ladies' Association for the Education of

Jewish Females is given in an appendix. The amount collected

by them last year was £330, 14s. 2d.

The Glasgow Committee, which formerly worked independently,

is now incorporated with the General Association. It is hoped

that this arrangement will greatly strengthen the hands of those

ladies in our Church who are interested in the evangelisation of

Jewesses. Your Committee are greatly indebted to their ener-

getic and self-denying labours in the past. They feel that no

department of the work of their Mission is more important than

this. In none have our agents received more encouragement.

Even the new movement among the Jews, to provide education

for their girls, has not seriously injured any of our schools ; and

it is startling to hear how, at such a Jewish centre as Salonica,

our schools should be besieged by applicants for admission, some

of whom had actually been pupils of teachers supported by the
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Alliance Israelite. It will be observed that more use has been

made than formerly of the opportunities enjoyed by our teachers

to visit Jewish families ; and the successful Mothers' Meeting at

Smyrna is a new agency which, it is to be hoped, will be in due

time introduced with equally good effect at all our stations.

FUNDS.

The accounts for this year include the sum of £122, 4s. 4d.

collected for the Beyrout buildings, and transferred to the fund

set apart for that purpose. Exclusive of this sum, the income of

the year for the ordinary purposes of the Scheme was £5420, 18s. 4d.,

being less than that of 1878 by £246, 16s. 7d. ; while the expen-

diture was £5732, 16s. 7|d., being more than that of 1878 by

£722, Os. 7|d. The balance at the credit of the Committee at 31st

December last was £840, Is. ll|d., as against £1142, 3s. lOd.,

the balance at their credit on 31st December 1878. It will be

seen that the outlay on all the stations is smaller, except in the

case of Constantinople and Beyrout. The accounts of the former

of these stations include a portion of the allowance given to the

retiring missionary,* the salary of a lay-agent, and the sum paid

for the purchase of Mechanics' Institute buildings. Those of the

latter show an increase in the salaries of the teachers, which was

found to be necessary for the continued success of the school.

The amount collected in the various churches and chapels dur-

ing the year was £3336, 16s., being a decrease of £144, 8s. 6d. as

compared with last year. The contributions from Parochial and

Missionary Associations, and from stations, were £428, 10s. lid.,

being an increase of £79, 5s. 2d. The sum given by individuals

(including £122, 4s. 4d. subscribed for Beyrout buildings) was

£175, I2s. 4d., being an increase of £41, 14s. 8d. ; while the

legacies received amounted to £1602, 3s. 5d., being a decrease of

£101, 7s. 7d.

From 252 churches no contributions have been received. ' As

* The whole sum allowed to Mr Christie on his retirement from the service of

the Jewish Mission Committee was one year's salary, or £400. Of this £300
appear in the accounts as paid during 1879.
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instructed by the last General Assemltly, the Committee lay on

the table a list of these churches, which they have procured from

the auditor. They respectfully submit that the compilation of

such a list is a work which should not be required from this

Committee.

Your Committee commend their Eeport to the careful consid-

eration of the Church. They point with interest, yet not with-

out much anxiety, to the important field in which they have been

called to labour. They frankly confess that they have been un-

able to do justice to its requirements, or to the claims which

their earnest and faithful missionaries have on the support of

their Church. Neither in the department of education or of direct

evangelistic effort is our machinery adequate to the work which it

has to do.

We need more schools, more teachers, more native evangelists

and colporteurs. Our agents ought to be in a position to do far

more in making missionary journeys in the districts round their

stations—in translatino; and circulating; religious books and tracts.

And yet our funds are not sufficient to meet the present outlay.

Our balance is far below what it ought to be. Unless our in-

come is increased, the operations of the Committee must neces-

sarily be contracted. Will our Church allow a great and promising

work to be hindered or interrupted, when God is so clearly calling

us to carry it on with increasing hopefulness and energy ?

In name and ly autliority of the Committee^

H. W. S:\IITH, Convener.
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APPENDIX.

THE THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LADIES'
ASSOCIATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF
JEWISH FEMALES.

The Committee, in reporting their work during the past year, have to

state that various changes have taken place both at home and abroad.

They now correspond with all the schools for Jewesses connected with
our Church, and so are able to give some account of the work carried

on in them ; and they hope that increased information may give rise

to increased interest and liberality, and that the time (so much to be
desired) may soon come when all schools for Jewesses connected with
the Church of Scotland may be supported by the Ladies' Associations.

It is also a great encouragement to the teachers to know that ladies

at home are interested in their work.
Another change is the union between the Edinburgh and Glasgow

Associations, which it is hoped may be productive of much good, as

there will in future be only one Report ; and so information of what
is doing will not be restricted to the immediate contributors, but will

be read by all. The Glasgow Association will, as formerly, give all

their collections towards the support of the girls' school at Alex-

andria ; and as there have been several meetings held, and renewed
interest expressed, it is trusted they will be able to give more liberal

support to this very flourishing school.

The Committee deem it unnecessary to enter into any enlarged

report of their work, as that must be already known from the letters

regularly published in the ' News of Female Missions ; ' they will

therefore only give a summary of the work carried on at each station,

referring for particulars to the table annexed as to the attendance at

the schools, kc.

Smyrna.

There has been a change of arrangement here during the past year,

Mr and Mrs Spence having been removed to Constantinople, and Mr
and Mrs Charteris to Smyrna. Mrs Charteris has now the superin-

tendence of the girls' school. For some years Mrs Spath has been
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anxious to be relieved of the charge of the school, but the Com-
mittee were not able to accede to her request till now. They desire

to record their thanks to Mrs Spiith for all she has done during the

seventeen years she has acted as their agent ; and they feel glad that,

although not actually in their employment now, she continues to give

Mrs Charteris good help. One short quotation from a letter from
Mrs Charteris, giving an account of an examination, will show how
thoroughly the children have been taught by Mr and Mrs Spath :

—

" It was pleasing to see that though the exercise of memoiy was great, the

understanding was not neglected. They proved, by their intelligent and appro-

priate answers to Mr Spiith, that they were not merely repeating a task in a

parrot-like manner. Examinations were made in the afternoon in other branches,

but the great business of the school seemed to be Scriptural instruction. I think,

indeed, you have every cause to congratulate Mr Spiith on the success of his

work in both boys' and girls' schools.
" The show of work was creditable alike to teachers and taught. There was a

good deal of fancy-work, such as crochet and embroidery ; also flowers made of

wool and chenille, of which the children seem very fond, and take home to adorn
their rooms. The plain sewing was also good, consisting of men's and boys'

shirts, and other useful articles, very neatly done indeed. Altogether I was
much pleased and interested."

Mrs Charteris has begun a new branch of work—a Mothers' Meeting.

She began with five, and by last accounts the number in attendance

was twenty. These meetings are opened with devotional exercises,

then Bible-stories are read and related to the women while they are

engaged in making articles of clothing, which are afterwards given to

them. Mrs Spiith's services are invaluable here, as she can speak to

them with fluency in their own language, Judseo-Spanish. Since these

meetings were begun, the improvement in the outward respect of the

women when the Scripture is read gives hope that some good impres-

sion may be made that will have a lasting effect, and while they go
seeking temporal good, a spiritual blessing may be given, and they

may be brought to acknowledge Christ to be their Saviour. As these

women are poor, they cannot provide their own material, and as the

ordinary funds are not available for temporal relief, special contribu-

tions are earnestly requested to provide material for carrying on these

meetings. Mrs Charteris thinking these meetings calculated to do
much good, started them at her own cost, and some material was sent

out in a box of clothing in autumn ; but unless special funds are given,

they must be discontinued.

Salonica.

There has been a change of teachers here also. Mrs Tannoch has
been obliged to return to this country on account of health ; and the

Committee would express their regret that they have lost her services,

as she had gained the affection of her scholars, and had laboured with
much zeal as long as her health permitted.

While regretting the loss of Mrs Tannoch's services, they have reason

to thank God that a lady in every way qualified for such a post offered

herself. Miss Tolmie had a school for some years, has a thorough
knowledge of French, and is able to speak it fluently ; these, with an
evident desire to devote herself to the work of the Lord among the
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Jews, made the Committee gratefully accept her offer. She arrived at

Salonica at the end of November, before Mrs Tannoch left.

Miss Tolmie has not had time to do more than form the acquaint-

ance of her pupils, but she says

—

" I met with a very kind reception from Mr and Mrs Crosbie, and when I

went to the school, the children rose en masse, and greeted me with, ' Bon jour.

Mademoiselle, vous etes la bienvemie a Salonique.' They looked a bright happy

group at first sight, and what I have seen of them since has confirmed my first

impression."

She is studying the language, and can only at present teach French

and English, of which she says, " I can only teach those who learn

French and English as yet, but I am quite surprised at the proficiency

they show ; their English and French lessons would do credit to well-

educated girls at home of the same age.''

The Committee would again express their thanks to Mrs Crosbie for

the kind assistance she gave in the school when Mrs Tannoch was

unable to discharge the whole duties.

Alexandria.

This school, as has been already stated, is in part supported by the

Glasgow Association ; Miss Clare has charge of it, and is assisted by

Miss Williams (niece of the Rev. Dr Yule). It has long been one of

the most flourishing schools of the Mission, and was under the super-

intendence for many years of Miss Ashley, now Mrs Charteris, who
raised it to a state of great efficiency, and it continues to prosper under

its present management. Miss Clare is very desirous to have a library

connected with her school, not only for the girls who at present attend

it, but as a means of keeping up an acquaintance with those who have

left, and also to insure that they have improving reading. Donations

of books for this purpose will be most acceptable. Work materials

and patterns for fancy-work would also be most useful at this station.

Beyrout.

Mrs Salt continues to take charge of the girls' school, and the Com-
mittee cannot do better than quote from a letter from Mrs Ferguson,

who visited this station on her way to Cyprus :

—

" Mr Staiger received us most kindly, and after we had heard the boys a little,

he took lis to Mrs Salt's school, which is situated quite near to it. I so wish you

could have seen what I saw ; it reminded me more of my own day-schools at

Calcutta than anytliing I have seen. Entering a little court, the house, very

unpretentious but clean, was surrounded on two sides with a veranda. I think

there was a fig-tree in the court. There was a sort of trellis covered with a

pretty vine, and in one part of the veranda all the shoes were put. The rooms

were open, and from three, there were sounds of talking and learning. Mr
Staiger introduced me to Mrs Salt, who was delighted at hearing your name,

and we sat down and had some chat. . . . She had a little bit of complaint

about the poor premises and the out-of-the-way situation, but I told her I

thought it so nice and clean and cheerful, and said it was exactly such as our

day-schools in India are. I discovered afterwards the cause of her disparaging.

She compares it with the magnificent schools of Mrs Bowen Thompson, now Mrs

Mott's, which we went to see afterwards ; and certainly, as regards outward
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appearance, one can't compare them. But I think Mrs Salt is doing probably

quite as mach good as any of Mrs Mott's with the same number of children.

What struck me about the latter was their over-luxuriousness, and every one

whom we have met who knows them says the same. The girls get too elevated,

so that they cannot go back to their old lives with comfort, and make stuck-up

and dissatisfied wives instead of useful ones. It looks very splendid on the sur-

face, and hundreds and hundreds of girls are brought under Christian influence

;

but for Easterns I prefer the quiet back-street fashion,—at any rate for the

present. There is quite a noble little sphere for Mrs Salt, if she accepts it,

among the hearts and lives of these seventy children."

Constantinople.

Mrs Segura and Miss Tucker are the female teachers in this school,

and the greater proportion of the girls in attendance are Jewesses. Mr
Spence in a recent letter says :

—

"It has been with no ordinary satisfaction that I have witnessed the rapid

filling up of the school, and I do hope that the work will receive no check or

interruption in the course of the session. . . . For the girls' department we
ought to have another assistant ; and if I could find a young person qualified to

teach the younger children, I would not hesitate to employ her. AVhat we
urgently require is to have one or two girls under training as pupil-teachers,

and I hope your Committee will enable me to carry out the plan as soon as the

proper persons can be found."

Boxes of Work and Clothing.

The Committee are happy to report that boxes of work and clothing

have been sent to Smyrna, Constantinople, and Beyrout—the latter

entirely from the Greenside (Edinburgh) working-party. These have
all been most thankfully received ; and it is evident these gifts are

most invaluable, not only for clothing the poor during the very incle-

ment weather, but by them the teachers have it in their power to

minister to the temporal as well as the spiritual wants of the Jews.

The Committee beg to thank the various working-parties, as well as

individuals, who contributed to these boxes, and to ask them to con-

tinue their favours, so that the gifts may be annual. Any articles of

useful warm clothing are acceptable ; illuminated texts, needle-book.'^,

Avork-bags, (fee, are useful for prizes.

Treasurer's Eeport.

From the Abstract of the Accounts it will be observed that the expen-

diture for the year to 31st December 1879 amounted to £437, 4s. 4d.,

while the amount of subscriptions received was £333, 17s. 8d., and
grant from the Assembly's Committee £100,—or in all, £433, 17s. 8d.,

showing an excess of expenditure over the year's income of £3, 6s. 8d.

The Committee desire that the subscriptions received should be able

(independent of any grant from the Assembly's Committee) not only

to meet all their present expenditure, but also to enable them to

enlarge the sphere of their operations and the number of their agents.

Surely, when the openings are so great and the opportunities of doing
good so rapidly extending, the friends of the Association will not allow

the work to be hindered by want of the necessary funds.
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Conclusion.

Such, then, is a summary of the work carried on by our Church for

Jewish females. The Committee desire to thank God for the good
that is being done. At the same time, they feel that it is far short of

what should and might be done if the Church were sufficiently alive

to the importance of the work of the Association. By it the future,

as well as the present, mothers of Israel are brought under Christian

influence ; and who that knows what influence a mother has, will

deny that this is a mighty power for good % It is represented to the

Committee from various quarters, that now to have a house-to-house

visitation, similar to the Zenana Mission in India, would be most use-

ful ; but this new field of usefulness cannot be entered on without
increased funds, and these would be forthcoming if the Church would
consider the claims that the chosen people of God have upon Chris-

tians. Why have we contributions from so few of the parishes of

Scotland? Could not each send even a small sum to show their

interest in this branch of Christian missions % We hail the increase

of interest in other missions ; but why is the Jewish Mission still in

many quarters treated with cold indifference % The last command-
ment of our risen Saviour was very plain : '"Preach the Gospel to

every creature, beginning at Jerusalem^
We desire to prosecute our work, resting on the sure promises of

God's own Word, and believing that, as in the past He fulfilled them
by means, so He will in the future ; and while we labour, to pray that

the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will bless our endeavours to

bring about the time when Jew and Gentile shall unite in acknow-
ledging Jesus to be the Saviour, the Lamb of God that died to take

away the sin of the world.

Articles useful for the different Stations.

Wai-rn clothing. Materials to make up. All kinds of work materials. Wool-
work and crochet patterns. Little things for prizes. Books for a lending library.

The boxes are made up in October.
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ABSTEACT OF ACCOUNTS,

For Year to 31sf December 1879.

CHARGE.

I. Funds on hand at 31st December 1878, per last Account, £1142 3 10

II. Income of the Scheme for the Year 1879

—

1. Collections and Contributions

—

From Churches and Chapels, . . £3336 16

A''o(e.—From 252 Churches no Contributions
have been received.

From Associations

—

Lay Association, . . £5 10

Glasgow Ladies' As.sociation,

for Girls' School at Alex-
andria, . . . 72 9 11

Other Associations, . 35 2

113 1

From Individuals, 175 12 4

£3625 8 5

2. Legacies, 1602 3 5

3. Consular Grant for Alexandria for 1878, . 196 17 4

4. Sums received from Alexandria, being balance

of suras raised there, 118 13 6

£5543 2 8

Add interest allowed on Bank Account, . 9 16 5

Total Income, 5552 19 1

Sum of the Charge, . . £6695 2 11
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DISCHARGE.

I. Expenditure during 1879

—

1. Payments on Account of Missions

—

(1.) Salonica

—

Salary to Rev. Peter Crosbie, £350
Do. to Aristides at Monastir, ..... 70
School and General Expenses connected with the

Mission, including Grant of £100 to Ladies' Asso-
ciation to meet Expenses of Girls' School, . . 181 7

(2.) Smyrna

—

Salary to Rev. D. B. Spence, for one
quarter, after which he removed to

Constantinople, . . . . £100
Do. to Rev. AVm. Charteris (formerly at

Alexandria), i'or three quarters,

Do. and allowance to Mr Spiith,

Do. to Mr Kynegos,
Do. to Mr Philippo,

School and General Expenses con
nected with Mission, .

(3.) Alexandria

—

Salary to Rev. Dr Yule,
Do. to ]\Ir Druinmond, .

Do. to Rev. Wni. Charteris, for

quarter (after which he removed to

Smyrna), ....
Do. and allowance to Miss Clare,

School and General Expenses con
nected with Mission, .

(4.) Constantinople

—

Salary to Rev. James Christie, . £400
Do. and allowance to Rev. D. B. Spence

(formerly at Smyrna), for three quar-
ters, ....

Do. to Bochor Segura,

Do. to Israel Melitz,

Do. to Miss Tucker,
Do. to Jacob Darom,
School and General Expenses con

nected with the Mission,
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Brought forward, £4252 5 3

(5.) Beyrout

—

Salary to Rev. W. F. Scott, . . £350
Do. to Mr W. Staiger, ... 240
Do. to Mrs Salt, .... 80

School and General Expenses con-

nected with Mission, . . . 299 3 4

969 3 4

15

£5236 8 7

65 2 11

127 15

(6. ) Sum paid Rev. John Bluraenreich for Mission Work
among the Jews in Edinburgh, Leith, and Glasgow,

2. Premiums of Insurance on the lives of Missionaries, in so

far as paid by the Committee, . . . . .

3. Travelling Expenses of Missionaries,.....
4. Exj^ense of distributing ' Missionary Record '

—

1. Share of Accounts to Messrs Black-
wood & Sons for ' Records ' sent to

Ministers and others at home, . . £24 1 6

2. Accounts to do. for ' Records ' sent to

Missionaries, . . . . . 1 11 I04

5. Printing, Advertising, &c.

—

1. Report to General Assembly, includ-

ing copies for annual volume of Re-

ports, and proportion of expense of

binding and distributing vulunie, . £25 9 10

2. Expense of printing and despatching
Annual Collection Notices,

3. General Expenses, ....
6. Share of Expenses of Schemes Office

—

1. Salaries of Collector, Clerk, and Officer,

2. Taxes, Coals, Gas, &c.,

3. Books, Printing, and Stationery,

4. Postages and Incidents,

7. Miscellaneous and Incidental Expenses,

8. Expenses of Management

—

1. Salary to Secretary and Treasurer, . £80
2. Auditor and Accountant's fee for year

1878 17 9 4

9. Sum transferred to Beyrout Building Fund, being amount
of Subscriptions received on account thereof, and in-

cluded in Income, .......

25 13 41

41 12

4 1
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Extract Delivermiee of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland on the foregoing Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-second day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

"Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being
met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee for

the Conversion of the Jews, which was given in and read by the Rev.
Henry Wallis Smith, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to :

—

The General Assembly approve of and adopt this Report, and record
their thanks to the Committee and their agents.

The General Assembly have heard with deep interest and much
thankfulness of the great encouragement which their missionaries have
received, especially at Smyrna, in their efforts to preach the Gospel to

Spanish Jews, and of the success of their schools.

The General Assembly strongly appeal to the members of the Church
for increased contributions to enable the Committee to maintain and
strengthen their various agencies, and for more earnest prayer that

God would bless their missionaries and pour down His Holy Spirit on
His ancient people.

The General Assembly recognise the importance and hopefulness of

the work carried on among Jewish women and girls, and the strong
claim which the Ladies' Association for the Christian Education of

Jewish Females has on the sympathy and support of the ministers and
members of our Church.
The General Assembly have heard with much regret of the resigna-

tion of the Rev. Dr Yule, and they record their sense of the good work
which he has done at Alexandria during his twenty-two years' residence

there.

The General Assembly appoint the ministers and elders recom-
mended in the Report of the Joint-Committee as the Committee on
this Scheme for next year—Rev. Henry Wallis Smith to be Convener.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assemhly of
the Church of Scotland by

JOHX TULLOCH, CL Eccl. Scot.
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE,

1879-80.
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The ministers in the PRESBYTERY of EDINBURGH.

The MINISTERS in the PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW.

Rev. Thomas Bartt, Kirkcolm.
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Dr J. M'Leod, Morven.
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,, Robert Milne, Perth.

The Very Rev. Principal PiRlE, Aber-
deen.

Rev. Dr George Ritchie, Edinburgh.
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,, Robert Stephen, Renfrew.

,, Dr Stevenson, Dairy.

„ Thomas Underwood, Kirkpatrick-
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Anstruther, Sir Robert, of Balcas-
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Black, A. D. M., Esq., W.S.
Butter, Archibald, Esq. of Faskally.

Blackwood, Wm., Esq., Banker, Peebles.

Brown, A. J. Dennistoun, Esq., Bal-

loch Castle.

Cook, John, Esq., W.S., 11 Great King
Street, Edinburgh.

Craig, Robert, Esq., Craigesk.

Dalrymple, Charles. Esq. of Hailes.

Douglas, Alex. Sholto, Esq., W.S.
Fergusson, Right Hon. Sir James, of

Kilkerran, Bart.

Forbes, Dan., Esq., Writer, Glasgow.
Grant, Sir George Macpherson, of

Ballindalloch, Bart., M.P.
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Banff.

Hay, Right Hon. Sir John, Bart, of
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Hill, Crawford, Esq., Sheriff-Substi-

tute, Dingwall.
Houldsworth, James, Esq. of Coltness,

36 Queen's Gate, London, S.W.
Howatson, Charles, Esq. ofDornel.
Johnston, J.ames, of Alva.

Kirkland, Major-General, of Wester
Fordel.

Mackenzie, Sir Alex. Muir, Bart, of

Delvine.

Maclagan, Dr Douglas, 28 Heriot Row.
M'Iver, Evander, Esq., Scourie.

Maxwell, Wellwood Herries, Esq.
of Munches.

MiLNE-HoME, David, Esq., LL.D., of

Wedderburn.
Mure, The Hon. Lord, 12 Ainslie Place,

Edinburgh.
Murray, Anthony, Esq. of Crieff, W.S.,

141 George Street.

Paton, Robert, Esq., W.S., Selkirk.

Philip, R. W., Esq., Writer, Arbroath.
PoLWARTH, Right Hon. Lord.
Rhind, David, Esq., Architect, Len-

denlee. Trinity Road.
Robertson, Andrew, Esq., M.D., of

Hopewell.
Robertson, John, Esq., Old Blair.

Seafield, The Right Hon. the Earl of.

Selkirk, The Right Hon. the Earl of.

Simpson, Alex., Esq., Advocate, Aber-
deen.

Stewart, Mark, M.P.
Stewart, R. S. H. Johnston, Esq. of

Straiton.

Watson, Sir James, Glasgow.
Yeats, Wiluam, Esq. of Aquharuey.
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A7id the following, who are also Memlers of the

ACTING SUB-COMMITTEE.

Alison, Rev. John, Westfield, South
Lauder Road.

Black, Rev. P. Cameron, Old Monk-
land.

Black, Rev. W. M., Anwoth.
CAESAR, Rev. Wm., D.D., Tranent.
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Scott, Rev. John, Camelon.
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Stevenson, Rev. R. H., D.D., 9 Oxford

Ten-ace.

Story, Rev. R. H., D.D., Rosneath.
Thomson, Rev. Robert, Rothesay.
TULLOCH, Principal, D.D. , St Andrews.
Tulloch, Rev. W. W., 15 Knowe Ter-

race, Pollokshields.

Watson, Rev. Archd., D.D., Dundee.
Williamson, Rev. Alex., 32 Blacket

Place.

Baird, Sir James G., Bart., Inch House.
Baillie, Hon. Major, Dryburgh Abbey.
Baillie, Sir William, of Polkemmet,

Bart.

Baillie, John M., Esq., C.A., 15 North-
umberland Street.

Baxter, Edmund, Esq., 9 Rutland Sq.
Campbell, James A., Esq., LL.D., of

Stracathro, M.P.
Christie, John, Esq. of Cowden, 19

Buckingham Terrace.

Darling, James S., Esq., W.S., 64
Northumberland Street.

Elliot, J. T. S., Esq., yr. of Wolflee.

Gibson, Thomas, 18 Palmerston Place.

Hand ySIDE, W., Esq., 11 Claremont
Crescent.

Hog, T. a., Esq. of Newliston.

Hope, James, Esq., D.K.S., 119 Princes
Street.

Inglis, Thomas, Esq., Knightsridge,
Uphall.

Innes, Charles, Esq., Inverness.

King, James, Esq. of Levernholm.
Kinloch, Sir Alexander, Bart, of Gil-

merton.
Lee, The Hon. Lord, 26 Charlotte Sq.
Lindsay, William, Esq., Hermitage

Hill, Leiih.

Lothian, Maurice, Esq., 54 Queen
Street.

Mackintosh, Wm., Esq., Advocate, 15

Heriot Row.
Menzies, Wm. John, Esq., W.S., 22

Hill Street.

Murray, T. G., Esq., W.S., 11 Ran-
dolph Crescent {Convener).

NiVEN, Alex. T., Esq., C.A., 53 George
Street.

Pearson, Charles J., Esq., Advocate,
18 India Street.

Pbingle, Alex., Esq. of Whytbank.
Seton, George, Esq., Advocate, St

Bonnet's, Greenhill Gardens.
Smith, David, Esq., W.S., Eton Ter.

Smollett, Alex., Esq. of BonhilL
Stevenson, David, Esq., C.E., 45 Mel-

ville Street.

SwiNTON, A. Campbell, Esq. of Kim-
merghame.
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CONVENER'S COMMITTEE.

Baxtkr, Edmund, Esq., W.S., 9 Rutland Square.

Chakteris, Rev. Professor, D.D., 4 Greeiihill Gardens.

Gibson, Thomas, 18 Palmerston Place.

Mknzies, W. J., Esq., W.S., 22 Hill Street.

Smith, David, Ksq., W.S., Eton Terrace.

Williamson, Rev. Alex., 32 Blacket Place.

Murray, T. G., Esq., W.S. {Convener).

Phin, Rev. K. M., D.D. (Vice-Convener).

Convener—THOMAS GRAHAM MURRAY, Esq., W.S., 22 Queen Street.

Vice-Convener—Rev. K. M. PHIN, D.D., 22 Queen Street.

Treasurer and Secretary—GEORGE BAILLIE WILSON, 22 Queen Street.

DISTRICT COMMITTEES.

n.{

Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale.
M Merse and Teviotdale.

Convener—Rev. Norman Macleod, St Stephen's, Edinburgh.
Vice-Convener— 'Re'^. James Farquharson, Selkirk.

Synod op Dumfries.
,1 Galloway.

Convener—Re.-^. D. Ogilvy Ramsay, Closebum, ThornhiU.
Vice-Convener—liew . William M. Black, Anwoth.

III. Synod of Glasgow and Ayr.

A Presbyteries of Glasgow, Hamilton, Lanark, and Dumbarton.
Convener—'R.Qy. J. Elder Cumming, D.D., 9 Granby Terrace

Glasgow.
Vice-Convener—James King, Esq. of Levernholm.

B Remaining Presbyteries.
Convener—Rev. John Rankine, D.D., Sorn, Mauchline.
Vice-Convener— Rev. Ales. M'Laren, Houston, Johnstone.

y^^ ( Synod of Argyll.

\ ri Glenelg.
Convene)-—Rev. Robert Thomson, Rothesay.
Vice-Convener—Rev. R. Morison, Kintail.

^^ ( Synod op Perth and Stirling,
^ •

I „ Fife.
Convener—Rev. James Rankin, D.D., Muthill.

Vice-Convener—Rev. Walter Irvine, Kilcon(|uhar.

/Synod of Aberdeen.
I Convener—Rev. GEORGE Hutchison, D.D., Banchory-Ternan,
I Aberdeen.

VI.

,

,1 Angus and Mearns.

I

Joint-Conveners—R^y. Charles Chree, D.D., Lintrathen ; Rev.
I Archibald Watson, D.D., Dundee; James A. Campbell,
\^ Esq. of Stracathro, M. P.

{Synod of Ross.
„ Moray.
,. Sutherland and Caithness.
,1 Orkney.
,, SHETL-AND.

dmvener—Rev. James Sellar, D.D., Aberlour.
Vice-Convenerfor Inverness and Ross—Charles Innes, Esq.

Vice-Convenerfor Orkney and Shetland— Rev. David Johnston,
Harray.
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K E P E T.

The Endowment Committee have to report to the General As-

sembly the endowment and erection of ten new parishes during

the year ending ] 5th April 1880

—

videlicet

:
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II. Ferryhill, Presbytery of Aberdeen.—In June 18G7

Holburn was disjoined from the parish of Old INIadiar, and

erected into a parish. The increasing population of Holburn has

now rendered it desirable to have it subdivided, and a new parish

formed from it. Accordingly the new parish of Ferryhill is en-

tirely taken from the quoad sacra parish of Holburn, both being

thus taken from the civil parish of Old Machar. The popula-

tion of Holburn, which, at the date of its erection, was about

8000, has increased to upwards of 14,000, and the district now

taken from it will disjoin from Holburn about 5000 of that num-

ber, on an area of only one mile long by half a mile broad. The

church, which is a new one, has replaced an iron church in which

the congregation was gathered. It is seated for 650, of which

325 seats are let. The communion-roll numbers 233.

III. Eosemount, Presbytery of Aberdeen.— This parish,

like those of Holburn and Ferryhill just described, is also taken

from Old Machar. The population of Old Machar, exclusive of

Holburn and Ferryhill, was upwards of 13,000, of which 7000 are

now pucluded in Eosemount. The church has just been erected,

and is seated for 718. It is only a year since it was opened, and

already 600 sittings are let, and there is a communion-roll of 320.

IV. KiLRY, Presbytery of Meigle.—The district now erected

into the parish of Kilry was taken from the three parishes of

Glenisla, Lintrathen, and Alyth. It occupies an isolated position

at a great distance from any of these parish churches, and not

easily accessible, from the mountainous character of the district

and from difficult roads. The population is about 500, of whom

nearly the whole belong to the Church of Scotland. The church,

which has just been erected, is seated for 220. All the sittings

are let. A suitable manse has also been erected—forming part of

the endowment—an addition very necessary in a district such as

the above.

V. St Vincent, Presbytery of Glasgow.—This parish is

one of those taken from the crowded Barony parish of Glasgow.

The application for erection was made so long ago as 1876 ; but
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proceedings were delayed by a question of title raised in the Court

of Session. The result of an action of declarator in that Court

was that the title was sustained, and the erection of the parish

has now been carried out. The population of the district attached

to the church was, in 1876, about 8700, and for their accommo-

dation a church has been erected at an expense of about £7000.

It is seated for 800, and is well filled.

VI. LinWOOD, Pkesbytery of Paisley.—This parish is taken

chiefly from Kilbarchan, and partly from the Abbey parish of

Paisley. The new parish contains about 2750 inhabitants.

The church was built about eighteen years since, and is seated

for 450, 269 sittings being let, and there being a communion-

roll of 266.

VII. St George's-in-the-West, Presbytery of Aberdeen.

—This parish is taken entirely from the West parish of Aberdeen.

That parish contained about 13,000 inhabitants, and St George's

includes 5000 of these. A new church has just been erected at

an expense of about £4000, and seated for 696. At the date of

the application, the church having just been opened, the seats had

not been let, nor the communion dispensed ; but the attendance

was already very good.

VIII. South Church, Dalziel, Presbytery of Hamilton.

— In 1874 a new parish church for Dalziel was built on a site in

the town of Motherwell. It formed part of the arrangement, that

on Mr Hamilton of Dalziel paying £1000 towards the cost of the

church, the site of the old church, with the underground minerals,

should be conveyed to him. The new church was accordingly

built, and accepted by the Presbytery as in place of the old

church, by their Minute of Nov. 5, 1874. The Presbytery then

proposed to Mr Hamilton that, instead of taking down the old

church, it should be reacquired by them so as to be used as an

additional place of worship by the large and rapidly-increasing

population of the parish. This proposal was agreed to, and a

price of £493, 10s., being at the rate of 15s. for each sitting, was

fixed, which Mr Hamilton liberally handed over as a further con-
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tribution towards the cost of the new church. Accordingly the

old parish church, ever since it was disused as such, has been

regularly occupied as a chapel of ease in connection with the

Church of Scotland, and has been found to be of much advantage

to the inhabitants of the district now attached to it. The new

parish is taken entirely from that of Dalziel, and has a population

of about 4000. The church is seated for 658, with a congrega-

tion of about 600, and a communion-roll of 481.

IX. John Knox's Church, Pkesbytery of Aberdeen.—
This church was built upwards of forty years since in the parish

of Greyfriars', Aberdeen ; and the district attached to it, now

erected into a parish, was taken from the Greyfriars', and the Old

West and Machar parishes. The population of the new parish is

about 5000, the church being seated for 1050. The communion-

roll numbers 860.

Two new parishes in Aberdeen were reported in 1877, and

with the four just detailed, show a large addition to the Church

in that city. Though many have contributed both in labour and

money to bring about this result, no one who knows the cir-

cumstances needs to be told that the first proposal of the move-

ment for Church Extension in Aberdeen originated with the

Rev. Henry Cowan, B.D., then of the West Church, now of

Eubislaw parish, and that the chief burden of the work, which

has resulted in its successful completion, has been borne by him

with rare self-denial and patience. It also owes not a little to

the wise counsel of Mr Whitelaw, and the generous help of Mr
James Baird, offered through Mr Cowan at an early stage. As
usual in all cases where endowment is wisely promoted, the

effect of these efforts has been to strengthen the Church of Scot-

land in Aberdeen by increasing her efficiency ; the old parishes

being in a more vigorous state than before, while the new churches

are attended by large and liberal congregations.

X. Freuchie, Presbytery of Cupar Fife.—This parish is

taken entirely from that of Falkland, of which it formed an out-

lying portion. It contains about 1200 inhabitants. The church

is seated for 400, of which 265 are let or allocated.
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The population of these ten new parishes amounts to 41,550.

The total number of sittings in the ten churches is 6093.

This report brings up the number of parishes erected and

endowed since the commencement of the Endowment Scheme to

293—the number of parliamentary churches erected into parishes

being 40 additional. These numbers include 42 of the addi-

tional 100 parishes proposed by Dr Smith, and approved by the

General Assembly of 1876.

There are now twenty cases in which grants have been promised

but not paid : a list of these is given in the Appendix. All of

them are not ready for immediate endowment, but the proceed-

ings in connection with eight of that number are already in

court ; and it is known that a number of the others have com-

pleted their local subscriptions, and are ready to proceed if they

could be assured that the Committee were in a position to make

good the grant promised.

Under the plan proposed for the endowment of an additional

100 churches agreed to by the General Assembly in 1876, it was

arranged that an effort should be made to raise a special fund of

£100,000 applicable to this purpose, to be supplemented by the

church-door collections and ordinary sources of income. It was

reported to last year's Assembly that these special subscriptions

were, as at May 1879, £42,600. They amount now to £43,349.

This cannot be said to be at all a satisfactory result. It per-

haps is only the fulfilment of the statement made in last year's

Report, that the time of monetary depression would tell more on

the receipts of this year than it did on the previous one, from

the accounts having closed at a period when that depression could

scarcely be said to have touched the income as then reported.

Church-door collections, however, as distinguished from special

contributions, have not materially suffered.

The amount received from the various sources of income for

the past three years has been as follows :

—

Church- door collections and associations, .

Do. do.

Do. do.

Special subscriptions to general Endowment fund.

Do. do.

Do. do.

1877, .



344 ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE.

Legacies, 1877, £327 18 9
Do. 1878, 1595 5 4

Do. 1879, 3057 4

Thus making the revenue of the Scheme from these sources

—

For year ending 31st December 1877, . . . £17,745 19 8

1878, . . . 18,463 13 1

1879, . . . 14,581 3 1

From the above figures it will be noticed that the large defi-

ciency in the past year's income arises from the sum contributed

under the head of special subscriptions. During the past year

many of these which had been promised for a limited number of

years had expired, and it is painfully noticeable that the new spe-

cial subscriptions of the year, which should have kept up the aver-

age, have been very few and small in amount. The Committee

point this out, and trust that the exertions of district conveners,

and the liberality of friends to the Church of Scotland, will make

it their pleasant duty another year to give a more favourable

report of funds subscribed.

The number of non-contributing parishes Avas, in 1878, 198,

and was this year reported by the auditor at 186. From these

there must be deducted, in the first instance, seventeen, in which,

although there have been no parochial collections in 1879, there

have been special subscriptions, in some cases of large amount,

and they have consequently been struck out from the list. The

Committee, however, consider it very desirable that, even in

parishes where there are special subscriptions, an opportunity

should also be afforded for every parishioner subscribing, either

by church-door collection or by collecting-cards. The special

subscriptions, large in amount, and valuable in other respects

as they undoubtedly are, must not be allowed to interfere with

the ordinary mode of receiving the offerings of the people.

Further deductions fall to be made on account of vacancies and

other causes, and some explanatory detail will be found in Ap-

pendix No. IV.

The Abstract of Accounts appended shows a debt due by the

Committee of £20,000. It is to be explained that this arises

from the purchase of feu-duties, which are in the possession of the

Committee unappropriated, and that the debt, therefore, is more
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than met by a corresponding asset, and, under the arrangements

made, there is no loss to the fund. As the feu-duties are gradu-

ally used for endowment, the debt will be paid off; and since the

accounts were closed £3000 has been paid.

The attention of the Committee has lately been drawn to some

irregularities connected with the accounts of churches, arising

from the managers not attending to the strict disposal of their

funds, in terms of the directions of the constitution of the par-

ticular church ; and they have also reason to believe that, in some

cases, the accounts are not yearly made up and audited as required

by the constitution of the Church. The Committee would desire,

therefore, to call the attention of Presbyteries to their duty in

respect of these Church accounts. Prior to 1 ST-i the ordinary

clause in the deed of constitution of a church and parish quoad

sacra would be as follows :

—

" Lastly, That the trustees hereby nominated, other than the trus-

tees ex officio, and their foresaids, shall exhibit annually to the Presby-
tery of the bounds—on a day to be fixed by them, of which fourteen
days' notice shall be given by circular addressed to them by the clerk

of the trustees, failing whom, by the clerk of the kirk-session, to the

parties contributing to and securing the said endowment, and others,

or to such persons as they shall appoint, that they may attend for their

interest—an account of all sums received, and payments made, under
the trusts herein created, along with the vouchers thereof, and such
account shall be considered by the said Presbytery at such meeting,
special care being taken that no expenditure be sanctioned which is

not strictly in terms of this constitution ; and after such audit, the
said accounts shall be attested by the Moderator or Clerk of the Pres-

bytery, and such attestation shall be held sufficient evidence of the
accuracy of such account, and shall fix the balance due thereon."

Betwixt 1874" and 1876 these terms might sometimes be varied,

and might partake more of the form in use since the General

Assembly of 1876, which is as follows :

—

" Seventeerith, That the Committee of Management shall exhibit an-

nually to the Presbytery of the bounds—on a day to be fixed by the
latter, of which fourteen days' notice shall be given by circular addressed
by the Clerk and Treasurer of said Committee, failing whom, by the
Session-Clerk, to the said trustees other than those ex officiis and their

foresaids, or to such persons as they shall appoint, that they may attend
for their interests—an account of all sums received and payments made
under the trusts hereby created, along with the vouchers thereof, and
said account shall be considered by the Presbytery at such meeting,
special care being taken that no expenditure be sanctioned which is not
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strictly in terms of this constitution ; and after such audit the said

accounts shall be attested by the Moderator or Clerk of the Presbytery,

and such attestation shall be held sufficient evidence of the accuracy cf

such account, and shall fix the balance due thereon."

The terms of the clause may slightly differ in some cases from

the forms given above, though not, it is believed, in many ; but

the exact terms of the clause in each case will be ascertained on

reference to the constitution as contained in the Presbytery re-

cords. The Committee hope that, having called the attention of

Presbyteries to this matter, they will in future give directions for

the accounts of the quoad sacra parishes being yearly laid before

them, and thus see that the conditions of the constitution have

been duly attended to.

The Committee have also had under consideration a matter of

great importance in reference to the future position of the various

parishes erected and endowed—viz., the proper custody of the

writs connected with the Churches, Manses, and Endowment. The

theory on which the proceedings are carried out is, that the titles

of the churches and manses should be deposited at the Teind

Office, and the titles of the endowments be left in the possession

of the Church—provision being made under certain regulations

for their being got up if otherwise required, on their being re-

corded in terms of regulations which need not be here detailed.

The teind clerk lately appointed, who has showm great interest in

the proper arrangement of everything connected with the new-

parishes, and has published an interesting volume in regard to

the erection of parishes and feuing of glebes, has stated that the

titles of some of the churches are not in the Teind Office, and the

Committee are aware that in some cases the titles of the portion

of the endowment which has been provided from private sources,

and not invested in feu-duties supplied by the Committee, have

not been sent into the Church Offices. The Committee would

therefore suggest that the General Assembly should strengthen

their hands in reference to this matter, by giving an instruction

to the Committee to take all requisite steps for having the titles

of churches and manses of the new parishes deposited in the Teind

Office, and the titles of the whole of the endowments deposited in

the Church Offices, 22 Queen Street.
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which still lies before the Church—in providing parochial organ-

isation and endowment for the populous districts still in need

of such. The members of the Church of Scotland hold firmly the

belief that the parochial system, adapted to the changing cir-

cumstances of our population, is the most efl&cient method by

which religion can be carried into the homes of the poor, and

that so to carry it, is the legitimate and bounden duty of a Na-

tional Church—as she claims herself to be. But this faith, too,

must be that which shows itself by works, which is willing to

make sacrifices if need be to do so. The threatenings of the foes

of the Church are too loud, too widely spread, to be unheard or

ignored ; though their ranks are increased by the adhesion of

many who only partially agree with those who are prepared to go

all lengths, let us be true to ourselves and to our principles.

Let us stand shoulder to shoulder in the defence of our old Church

of Scotland, by proving that, although old, she has still in her

veins the vigour of youth, that she clings not only to the memories

of the past, but has an open eye—yes, and an open hand—to the

wants of an increasing population. Let the nation see and feel

that the Church of Scotland still calmly presses on in the midst

of tumult to fulfil her proper function of leaving no part of the

land unsupplied with parish endowment where men are massed

thickly together, or are so isolated, as in either case to be precluded

from their share of parochial and religious privileges. This is

the aim and work of your Endowment Scheme. It enters into

no controversy ; it hurls back no notes of defiance ; it only asks

the members of the Church to be true to her and to themselves,

—to do their duty as it lies clear before them.

In name and hy appoi7itmcnt of the Committee,

T. G. MUERAY, Convener.
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APPENDIX No. I.

ABSTEACT OF ACCOUNTS for the Year to 31st

December 1879.

CHARGE.

I. Income received on account of the General Scheme for the year 1879—
1. Collections and Contributions

—

From Churches and Chapels, .... £4946 IS 1

Note.—From 186 Cliurches no contribu-
tions have been I'eceived.

From Associations

—

Lay Association, . . . £36
Other Associations, . . . 7 11

From Individuals,

Legacies,

43 1

166 10
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Brought over, £41,435 4 5;^

VI. Balance due by the Scheme at 31st December 1879

—

1. Temporary loans to the Committee applied towards the
purchase of Portobello Feu-duties, . £4407

2. Balance due to British Lineu Co. Bank
on Portobello Feu-duties purchase ad-
vance Account, . . . . 20,593

£25,000
Less balance due by British Linen Co. Bank

on Account current, . £1130 6 11

Do. due by Treasurer, . 211 5 Oj
Arrears of Feu-duties, . 723 2

2064 13 11.1
'- 22,935 6 0.^

Sum of the CHARGE, . £64,370 10 6

DISCHAEGE.

I. Balance due by the Scheme at 31st December 1878,

per last Abstract

—

Amount, £118 11 10^

II. Investments in purchase of feu -duties and ground

annuals, including expenses

—

Amount, 41,167 11 6

III. Payment on account of money grant from Central

Fund-
Amount, 650

IV. Subscriptions, &c., transferred or repaid

—

Amount, ....... 1171 12 1

V. Interest paid

—

Amount paid during 1879, . . . £369 14 8

Less interest received, . . . 43 1 10
326 12 10

VI. Travellmg Expenses of District Conveners to Meetings

of Acting Committee, and outlay on behalf of the

Scheme

—

Amount, . . . . . . • 23 11

VII. Expense of distributing ' Missionary Kecord '

—

Amount, 24 1 4

Carryover, £43,487 7^
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VIII. Printing, Advertising, and Stationery-

Brought over, £43,487 7A

1. Printing Report to General Assembly, including copies for

volume of Reports, and proportion of expense of binding

volume, ..... £16 17 1

2. Expense of printing and despatching annual
Collection Notices, . . . . 38 16

3. General printing, advertising, and stationery, 28 18 4

IX. Share of Expense of Schemes' Office

—

1. Salaries of Collector, Clerk, and Officer,

2. Taxes, Coals, Gas, &c.,

3. Books, Printing', and Stationery, .

4. Postages and Incidents,

X. Postages and Incidental Expenses

—

Amount, ....
XL Expenses of Management

—

1. Salaries—

•

1. To Secretary and Treasurer,

2. To Clerks,

2. Expenses incurred to Law Agent,
3. Auditor and Accountant's Fee,

£48 16 4
15 11 9
5 15 4

4 16 7

£150
204 3
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APPENDIX No. II.

List op Parishes Erected and Endowed, and quoad omnia

Parishes Erected since 1847 to 15Tn May 1880.
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APPENDIX No. III.

List op Churches, in the order in which they stand on the

Committee's Eoll, to which Grants have been promised but

not paid—
at 15th may 1880.

Name of Cliurch to
which Grant Voted.
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APPENDIX IV^

NON- CONTRIBUTING PAUiSHE?i.

In the General Assembly Act last year appointing GoUectiuns, there

is the following direction :

—

"Further, the General A.sseiiibly instruct the several Conuiiittees for which
Collections have Ikh'U appointed, to hring n[) to next tieneral Asseuihly a list of

the several parishes from which no Collections or parochial contrihutions have
been received, in order that next Cenernl Assembly may, if it see lit, adopt such
means as to its wisdom may appear suitable for dealing with any Ministers who
may disobey the General Assembly by refusing to give their people an oppor-
tunity of complying with the injunction of the Supreme Court of the Church."

The Convener, in obedience to this instruction, has laid on the table

a list of non-contributing parishes, but previous to making this u]j he
sent a circular to each of these parishes, stating that any explanations
wished to be given would be added to the list, and where any has been
sent in this has been done.

From the re[iorted list of non-contribuling iiiirishes, . . . 186
Deduct, as explained in the Kejiort, parishes in which s[)ccial subscriii-

tions have been made, , . . . . .17
Leaving, . 169

Whereof—
Parishes in which Collections made, but not remitted till after

clo.se of 1879, ...... 26

Leaving of parishes that a[)[iearcd to have made no Collection, . . 143

As the result of the answers to the circular to parishes
above referred to, the following details are now given :

—
Collections made, but not yet remitted, ... 5
Vacant hi 1879, ...... lo
Collections made, but aiiplied for itressing local claims. .

:',

Do. made for local purposes coiniected with endowment,
enlargement, or repairs, stated as reason for non-
collection lor General 1^'und, . . . lit

Absence or illness of minister given as reason for non-
collection, ...... 5

Stormy weather on day <if collection, do., do., . .

'

.i

Depression of trade and poverty of congregation, . 9

— 54

Numlier from whicli ud answer or reason for not collecting re-

ceived, ....... s;»

_
But the Convener is aware that from this number a further deduc-

tion falls to be made on account of vacancies, in addition to those
already reported, and new parishes which are in the midst of, or just
emerging from the efforts needed for, their endowment and first start.

2 E
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Extract Deliverance hy the General Assembly of tlie Church of
Scotland on the forego'nm Reijort.

At Edinburr?h, the Twenty-sixth day of May Eighteen
hundred and eighty :

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Report of tlie Endowment
Committee, which was given in and read by Mr Murray, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to, that,

—

The General Assembly record their high satisfaction with the dili-

gence and success of the Committee during the year, and reappoint the

Committee—Mr T. G. Murray to be Convener, Kev. Dr Phin Vice-

Convener,—with all the usual powers.

The General Assembly record their thanks to the District Conveners,

and also to the Synod Conveners, for their services in the cause of the

Scheme. The General Assembly feel that much of the continued pros-

perity of the Scheme depends upon their exertions, and that, notwith-

standing the depressed state of the cduntrj^, the meetings which have

been held under their auspices have been the means, by the blessing of

God, of diffusing information, awakening interest, and securing support

for the Scheme.
The General Assembly rejoice that, through the favour of Almighty

God on the labours of the Committee in the ])ast, the Church of Scot-

land has had added 293 to the number of her endowed parishes by
subscriptions of her members, aided by those who are friendly to her

efforts. There are still chapels in various districts of the country

which ought to be endowed and erected into parishes ; and of these, 20

are on the list of the Endowment Committee, awaiting the grants

which, in the present exhausted state of the funds, it is unable to give.

The General Assembly hopefully anticipate that, with a revival of

the prosperity of the country, indications of which are visible, renewed

and successful efforts will be made bj^ their faithful ministers, elders,

and people to prosecute the great Avork in which the Endowment Com-
mittee is engaged ; and they earnestly entreat them to do what in

them lies to promote the prosperity of a Scheme which is so essential

to the usefulness of the National Church.

The General Assembly recommend Presbyteries to attend to the

production of the accounts of new parishes, as mentioned in the Report

;

and also to instruct the Committee to take all necessary stei)S for the

due preservation of titles and papers connected with the parishes, also

as mentioned in the Report.

The Convener further reported,—That the Endowment Committee,

in conjunction with the Procurator and Principal and Depute Clerks,

had revised, adjusted, and approved of constitutions for the following

chapels,—viz., 1, St Columba's, Oban ; 2, Freuchie ; 3, Lochee ; and 4,

Banton : and he now specially reported these constitutions to the
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General Assembly, in order that the same may be inserted in the

Records of the Church, and regular extracts thereof given in common
form.

The General Assembly approve of the Report, and instruct in terms
of it.

The Convener further reported,—That there were several churches

for which endowments have been provided, or are in progress, the

constitutions of which it may be necessary to prepare, alter, or re-

model before the meeting of next General Assembly, with a view
to proceedings for having them erected by the Court of Teinds into

churches quoad sacra; and he craved the Assembly to remit to the

Committee on the Endowment of Chapels of Ease, in conjunction

with the Procurator, and the Principal or Depute Clerk, or either of

them, to prepare, alter, or remodel, adjust, and approve of the consti-

tutions of these churches, in conformity with the model deed ap-

proved of by the Assembly, and in conformity with the requirements

of the Act of Parliament 7 and 8 Vict. c. 44 ; and on such constitu-

tions being so prepared and adjusted, to authorise the Principal,

whom failing, the Depute Clerk of Assembly, to give certified copies

thereof of the dates of which they were approved, provided always
that such constitutions have been previously sanctioned and approved
of by the Presbyteries of the respective bounds, and that these con-

stitutions shall be specially reported to next General Assembly, so

that they may be inserted in the Records of the Church, and regular

extracts thereof given out in common form.

The General Assembly agreed to remit and authorise as craved.

The names of the Rev. R. Home, Slamannan, and Thomas Inglis,

Esq., were added to the Committee.

Extracted from the Records of the General Asseml>ly of the

Church of Scotkmd by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Ecd. Scot.
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COMMITTEE EOR YEAR 1880-81.

Very Rev. Priucipal Tulloch, St An-

drews.

Very Rev. Principal PiRiE, Aberdeen.

Rev. Professor Milligan, Aberdeen.

Professor Christie, Aberdeen.

Dr Cook, Borgue.

Dr Hutchison, Bancliory-Ternan.

Dr MacRae, Hawick.

Dr Williamson, Collessie.

Dr Clouston, Sandwick.

Dr Rankin, Mutliill.

R. F. Fisher, Flisk.

J. Menzies, Fodderty.

R. Milne, Towie.

Thos. Barty, Kirkcolni.

J. M'Laren, Larbert.

J. Gillespie, Mouswald.

D. Ogilvie-Ramsat, Closebum.

J. Cesar, Panbride.

Arch. Fleming, Perth.

Robert Blair, Glasgow.

Sir William Baillie, Bart, of Pol-

kemmet.

(With a Representative

A. Campbell Swinton, Esq., LL.D.,

Kimmerghame.

David Smith, Esq., Edinburgh.

Adam Paterson, Esq., LL.D., Glasgow.

James Johnstone, Esq. of Alva.

William Cooper, Esq. of Failford.

John M'Culloch, Esq., Edinburgh.

Sheriff Barclay, Perth.

Sheriff Steele, Dumbarton.

Sheriff Rhind, Newton-Stewart.

James A. Campbell, Esq. of Stracathro,

M.P.

Alexander Simpson, Esq. , Aberdeen.

Wm. J. Menzies, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh.

Edmund Baxter, Esq., W.S., Edin-

burgh.

Thos. A. Hog, Esq. of Newliston.

Philip Oliphant, Esq., Anstruther.

Wm. Yeats, Esq. of Auquharney.

Daniel Forbes, Esq., Glasgow.

James Graham, Esq., Glasgow.

W. H. MiNNOCH, Esq., Glasgow.

Chas. F. Higginbotham, Esq., Glasgow.

from each Presbytery.)

Rev. THOS. BARTY, Kirkcolm, Stranraer, Convener.

ALEXANDER SLOAN, C.A., 140 Hope Street, Glasgow, Secretary.
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E E P E T.

Your Committee have received the Fourteenth Annual Eeport

of the Association for Augmenting the Smaller Livings of the

Clergy, which they have the pleasure of transmitting to your

Venerable House. It is satisfactory to find, that notwithstanding

the adverse circumstances of the past year, the Association is

able to intimate an increase in the amount of the Divisible

Fund. This fact encourages the belief that the claims of this

important scheme are being more widely acknowledged, and

that with the return of commercial prosperity there will be a

much more rapid increase in the Small Livings Fund.

At the same time, your Committee cannot too strongly press

upon the attention of the General Assembly, and of the Church

at large, the fact, that in order to bring up to the very moderate

figure of £200 all the Livings which are below that simi, the

amount to be distributed must be nearly £4000 per annum
more than it has yet been.

The total amount distributed in 1879 was £7915, 3s. lid.,

and was divided amongst 302 parishes. This was made up of

(1) Interest of Capital in hands of Association
; (2) Annual

Subscriptions paid to Association
; (3) General Collection (of

1878) enjoined by the General Assembly, and amounting to

£3128, 17s. These sums were treated as a common fund, and

distributed jointly by the General Committee of the Association

and a Sub-Committee of the General Assembly's Committee.
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There took part in the distribution about an equal number of

each Committee, and this important and difficult work was

satisfactorily accomplished.

The general collection of 1879 has realised £3184, 4s. Od.

;

and your Committee have the pleasure of acknowledging the

receipt of legacies to the amount of £505. This latter sum has

been invested, since the close of the accounts, in the purchase

of feu-duties, yielding the sum of £22, 18s. Id. per annum.

Your Committee have thought it well to treat as capital all

legacies which they may receive, and they venture to express

the hope that this source of income, of which they now report

the first fruits, may prove a large and growing one.

It will thus appear that your Committee, as well as the

Association, are in possession of an income somewhat larger

than that of last year ; and although the increase is but sliglit,

and far short of wdiat is urgently needed, yet, in present circum-

stances, your Committee feel thankful that the sum available

for distribution in July 1880 will not be less than the amount

distributed last year.

Your Committee have been considering the propriety of

endeavouring, by public meetings and otherwise, to disseminate

information and to stimulate liberality, as they feel assured

that much could in this way be done to draw the attention and

secure the sympathy of the Church in general to the very im-

portant work in which, in common with the Association, they

are engaged. With the view of bringing this proposal under

the notice of Presbyteries, and eliciting such suggestions as they

might be pleased to offer, a circular was, in November 1879,

addressed by the Convener to the members of your Committee

who represent the various Presbyteries, and in cases where no

representative members have yet been appointed, to the Presby-

tery clerks. Along with each circular was sent a note of (1)

The number of Small Livings within the bounds of the Presby-

tery receiving grants
; (2) The total amount thus received by

the Presbytery during the past year
; (3) The total amount con-

tributed by the Presbytery for the same period. A proposal to

publish annually a list of those parishes which receive grants

is at present under the consideration of your Committee and
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the Association. Your Committee beg to direct attention to

the Abstract of Grants which is appended to this Eeport.

Not many replies have been sent to the above-mentioned

circular, but judging from those which have been received, it is

the general opinion, with which your Committee agree, that the

time is not favourable for carrying out the proposal therein

referred to. Your Committee, however, wish, with the approval

of your Venerable House, to take the earliest fitting opportunity

of initiating a fresh agitation in behalf of the Small Livings

Scheme.

Your Committee finding it necessary to appoint a Secretary,

have been fortunate in securing the services of Mr Alexander

Sloan, C.A., the Secretary of the Association.

It is with great regret that your Committee have to state that

there were 278 parishes and 147 chapels from which during

last year the Small Livings Fund obtained no assistance, and

many more whose contributions were exceedingly meagre.

Your Committee cannot believe that those who, having it in

their power to give, have as yet given so sparingly or not at all,

intend altogether to repudiate the claims which this scheme has

upon their liberality, and to refuse to do their part towards

securing an adequate maintenance for the ministers of the

Church. This would be to neglect a plain and sacred duty, the

neglect of which in present circumstances is fraught with

serious danger. Your Committee therefore hope that a further

appeal addressed by your Venerable House to the members and

friends of the Church of Scotland will not be made in vain, and

that your Committee will yet, at an early day, be privileged to

announce that no parish minister in Scotland has less than

£200 a-year.

In terms of the deliverance of the General Assembly of ] 879,

your Committee have appointed the following Sub-Committee

to co-operate with the Association in the distribution of grants,

viz. :

—

Eev. Dr Cook ; Eev. Professor Milligan ; Eev. Dr Honey

;

Eev. Messrs M'Laren, Larbert ; Ogilvy-Eamsay, Closeburn

;

H. G. Graham, Nenthorn ; J. Sinclair, Ayr ; J. Scott, Camelon

;

Alex. Young, Westerkirk ; Thos. Brown, Collace ; Andrew Kelly,
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Alva ; D. Thomson, Forgan ; J. Gillau, Alford ; E. Smith, Raf-

ford ; J. S. Miller, Thurso ; J. M'Donald, Glenelg ; T. Young,

Ellon ; J. Murray, Kilmalcolm ; E. Blair, St Columba, Glasgow

;

J. Barclay, Edinburgh ; and Thos. Barty, Kirkcolm, Convener

;

Daniel Forbes, Esq. ; John M'Culloch, Esq. ; and John Eobert-

son, Esq.

In name and hy cqijoointment of the Committee,

THO. BAETY, Convener.

Edinburgh, lUh May 1880.
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APPENDIX I.

I.

ABSTRACT ACCOUNT.
For Year ended 2>\st December 1879.

CHARGE.
I. Funds in Bank, as at close of Year ended ^\st December 1878, £2936 15 9

II. Income, as per ' Record' for May 1880

—

1. General Collection (1879 and part of 1878), £3323 4 6

2. Sabbath-schools, . . . . 1 15 4

3. Donations, . . . . 51 6 8

4. Legacies, ..... 505

£3881 6 6

Add Bank Interest, . . . 23 4

3904 10 6

Sum of the Charge, £6841 6 3

DISCHARGE.
I. Sum given in Grants to augment Small Livings by Sub-Com-

mittee of General Assembly's Committee, in conjunction luith

Committee of Association, .... £3128 17

II. Expensesfor Year—
Share of Expenses of Schemes' Office (2 quarters), £34

Do. Missionary Record, . 24 1 4
Printing Pew Notices, &c., . . . 61 14 8

Auditor, . . . . . 10 10

Sundries, per Convener, . . . 2 10 6

£132 16 6

Deduct Amount incurred before 30th April

1879, paid by Smaller Livings Associa-
tion, . . . . . 70 9

62 15 9

Carry forward, . £3191 12 9
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Brought forward,

III. Funds in British Linen Bank on 22>d January
1880, hcinrj the day on which the Accountsfor
1879 were closed, .... £3712 9 3

Deduct Sum due to the Smaller Livings

Association for Expenses paid by them,

but since reimbursed, . . . 62 15 9

£3191 12 9

3649 13 6

Sum of the Dischakge, £6841 6 3

Glasgow, 2Zth May 1880.—The above Abstract is prepared and submitted
by me.

ALEXANDER SLOAN, C.A.,
Secretary to the Committee.

IL

ABSTRACT OF
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ABSTRACT OF GRAl^TS—cotitinucd.
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APPENDIX 11.

EEPOET BY CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSOCIATION
FOR AUGMENTING THE SMALLER LIVINGS OF
THE CLERGY.—May 1880.

The Committee beg to submit to the Association the Fourteenth

Annual Report.

The Report of last year having shown that the Divisible Fund at

30th April 1879 fell somewhat short of the previous year's, it was
resolved at the annual meeting, on the motion of the Rev. Thomas
Barty of Kirkcolm, seconded by Mr Walter Paterson, " That this

meeting pledges itself, by every endeavour, to make up before next

distribution in July the deficiency in tlie Divisible Fund, in order

that it may not be necessary to reduce or withdraw any grant

formerly given, and that the Joint-Committee for distribution may
be able to entertain new applications." As the result of the appeal

made in accordance with that resolution, the sum of £180, 16s. was
contributed, which, with ordinary contributions which came in

after the close of the accounts, enabled the Joint-Committee to

make up the sum for distribution to an amount slightly exceeding

that of the previous year.

In July last the Committee of the Association, in conjunction

with the Sub-Committee of the General Assembly's Committee on

Small Livings, distributed grants to the number of 302 to the

gross amount, including local contributions, of £7915, 3s. lid., in

addition to which supplements were given by heritors and con-

gregations, in so far as reported through the Association, to the

amount of £362, Os. 6d. (as per last annual Report), making the

total sum of augmentation for the year £8277, 4s. 5d.

The distribution was made on the plan described in previous

Reports.* The General Fund was divided into shares of £8 each,

* See note at the end of this Report.
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and grants were made, ranging fi'om one to five shares, as

follows :

—

53 grants of 1 share.

126 ,, 2 shares.

82 , 3 „
28 „ 4 „
1 „ 5 „

The Local Fund money [i.e., money contributed from the indi-

vidual parish) was added in each case. In twelve cases the contri-

bution to Local Fund was returned without any share from the

General Fund.

An abstract of the distribution made in July last will be found

in the Appendix.

The Committee have now made eleven distributions of free

annual revenue—the eleventh being made in conjunction with the

General Assembly's Committee as above stated, as follows, viz. :

—

Aug. 1869, 139 grants, amounting (including local contributions) to £1844 14

,,1870,163 „ „ 2575

July 1871, 180 „ „ 2915

„ 1872,223 „ „ 3735

„ 1873,216 „ „ 4230

„ 1874,260 „ „ 4835

„ 1875,267 „ „ 5240

„ 1876,266 „ „ 5215

„ 1877,279 „ „ 5556

„ 1878,305 ,, „ 7851 6 10

„ 1879,302 „ „ 7915 3 11

This year the contributions received by the Association have

been—for the Capital Fund, £625, 15s. 6d. (including a small

legacy of £32, 13s.), and for the Annual Fund, £3428, 7s. 5d.

The General Assembly having now given to the Augmentation

of the Smaller Livings a place among the objects for which collec-

tions are ordered throughout the Church, and having at the same

time intrusted to their own Committee on this subject—as in the

case of the other Church schemes—the disposal of the sum so col-

lected, the amount of the general collection for 1879 is still in the

hands of the Assembly's Committee, and, consequently, does not

appear in the present accounts of the Association. The two Com-

mittees, however (of the Assembly and of the Association), having

acted together last year, as arranged, in the distribution of the

funds at their disposal, found it convenient to conjoin their funds

and distribute them as one through the Treasurers of the Associa-

tion. In order to meet the grants thus made, the amount of the

general collection for 1878 was transferred to the Association, and

it therefore appears in the accounts now submitted.

The interest from Capital Fund during the year has amounted
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to £2175, 17s. 9d. Adding tins to the Annual Fund, and deduct-

ing the year's expenses, direct payments by heritors, &c., there is

left a Divisible Fund for this year, on the part of the Association,

of £4761, 19s. Id.

The sum realised by the Assembly's Committee from the general

collection, &c., and available for distribution, after deducting ex-

penses, is estimated to amount to £3100, or thereby, which, when
added to the Association's Divisible Fund as above, makes a total

sum for distribution by the' Joint-Committee (of Assembly and As-

sociation) of £7861, 19s. Id., or £355, 2s. lid. more than at the

close of the accounts last year.

That joint Divisible Fund will consist of—General Fund £5432,

19s., or thereby ; and Local Fund, £2429, Os. Id., or thereby.

While it is matter of thankfulness that the Divisible Fund is

greater this year than it has ever been before, we cannot but regret

that the progress has not been more rapid, and that we are still so

far short of our original mark. We have especially to regret that

our Capital Fund increases so slowly. It stands at present at

£51,573, lis.—not one-half of the amount we aim at. The ac-

companying statement of accounts shows how the capital is

invested.

The Committee have again to commend the Aiigmentation of

the Smaller Livings of the Clergy to the sympathy and the liberal

support of the members and friends of the Church of Scotland.

It is not the only work requiring to be done, but it is one of the

most important. It is needed for the removal of an injustice to

ministers and an injury to the Church. It is a work which the

Church is well able to accomplish, without interference with her

other efforts, if only it receives the thoughtful attention of con-

gregations and church members.

A. CAMPBELL SWINTON,
Convener.

Edinburgh, I9th May 1880.

JAS. ALEX. CAMPBELL,
Vice-Convener.

NOTE.

The following is the plan of distribution referred to in the

Report :

—

" The amount of the Divisible Fund shall be stated in two sums,

—viz.. General Fund and Local Fund.
" The General Fund shall consist of the Income from the Capital
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Fund, after deducting expenses, and of all contributions to the

Annual Fund not destined to particular Livings.

" The Local Fund shall consist of contributions towards the

Augmentation of particular Livings. The contributions from a

Smaller Living parish, which are not otherwise destined by the

donors, shall be regarded as intended for the benefit of that parish.

'' The Committee shall, upon a consideration of the circum-

stances of each case, divide the Smaller Livings into three or more

classes, according to their view of their claims on the General

Fund. A Living of Class L (having least claim on the General

Fund) will receive one share ; one of Class II. two shares ; one of

Class III. three shares, and so on, of the General Fund.
" The grant to a Smaller Living will therefore consist of (1) what

has been received for it of Local Fund ; and (2) its portion, accord-

ing to its classification, of the General Fund.
" In this way the grants will in future consist not of round sums

as hitherto, but of the exact amounts received from the parishes,

jylus what is allowed to them from the General Fund.
" The classification of the Smaller Livings shall be revised every

year."

ABSTKACT OF DISTRIBUTION, July 1879.
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A BSTR ACT
ACCOUNT, CHAEGE and DISCHAEGE, of the Intromis-

sions of the Treasurers of the Church of Scotland

Association for Augmenting the Smaller Livings of

the Clergy,

For Year ended 30th April 1880.

CHARGE.

I.—FUSDS AT CLOSE OF LAST ACCOUNT—

1. Investments, .... £49,712 6 4

2. Interest then in suspense, . . . 976 17 7

3. Income-Tax to be recovered, . . . 1 13

4. Cash

—

(1.) In Royal Bank, . . £4,659 12 11

(2. ) In Treasurer's hands, . 23 9
4,682 13 8

£55,373 10 7

II.—General Collection fob 1878—

Amount received from General Assembly's Committee in July

1879, to meet Grants then made by Joint-Committee, . 3,128 17

III. Special Fund—
Amount raised in 1879 to make up deficiency in Annual Fund, ISO 16

IV. Capital Fund—
1. Donations to General Fund, . . . £347 14 6

2. Donations for Special Parishes, . . 245 S

3. Legacy received, .... 32 13
625 15 6

V. Annual Fund—
Subscriptions and Donations, ..... 3,428 7 5

VI.—Interest and Dividends—

1 . Amount received during year, £2295 3 5

Less amount in suspense, vide

supra, . . . &76 17 7

£1318 5 10

Less amount paid to Parishes

on Special Contributions, . 85 4 3

Falling due at Whitsunday, . . . 942 16 2

£1-233 1 7

2,175 17 9

Sum of the CHARGE, . . £64,913 4 3
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DISCHARGE.
I. Distribution—

1. Distributed in July 1879, in conjunction with the General
Assembl}''s Committee, 302 Grants,

.

. £7,915 3 11
2. Direct payments by Heritors and Congrega-

tions in anticipation of Distribution, 1880, . 324 19 6

£8,240 3 5

II.—Expense of Management—
1. Salary of Secretary and Treasurer, . . £200
2. Printing, . . . . . 82 17 6
3. Stationery and Incidents, . . . 3 11
4. Stamps, Telegrams, Carriage of Parcels, and

Bank Exchanges, . . . . 23 11
5. Travelling Expenses

—

(1.) Of Secretary, . . £12 6

(2.) Of Synodical Conveners to

Distribution Meeting, . 10 15 1

6. Expenses of Annual Meeting of 1879, .

7. Do. Sundry Local Committees,

III. Funds at Close—
1. Investments

—

(1.) Caledonian Railway Company

—

{a) Loans on Mortgage bearing 4 per cent
interest, viz. :

—

No. 2/2301, payable May 15, 1880, £1000

11 17
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Brought forward, . £17,700 £8,577 14 2

(3.) North British Railway Co.—
£4.500 Consolidated 4 per ceut Preference

Stock, No. 2, . . . . 4,353 15 6

(4.) Ground Annuals secured over sundry Sub-
jects in Glasgow, cost £28,619 18 5

Do. Special lor West Kirk, Perth, 548 15

Do. do. St Paul's, Perth, 1,052 2 5
30,220 15 10

£52,274 11 4

2. Interest in Suspense

—

Interest on Investments due at Whitsunday
current, not yet received— see Charge,
Branch VI., Section 2, . . . 942 16 2

3. Income-Tax to be recovered, . . . 46 3 3

4. Cash—
(1. ) In Royal Bank of Scotland

—

Deposit' Receipts, . . £2560
Current Account, . . 510

£3070
(2.) In hands of Treasurer, . 1 19 4

3,071 19 4
56,335 10 1

Sum of the DISCHARGE, . . £64,913 4 3

(Equal to Charge.)
"

E.E. Glasgow, Uth May 1880.

WILLIAM AULD, ) Honorary
ARCHD. ROBERTSON, \ Treasurers.

ALEXANDER SLOAN, C.A., Treasv/rer.

[Balance
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Deliverance bf/ the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland on the

foregoing Iiejyort of the Committee.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-eighth day of Maj', Eighteen
hundred and eighty,

—

"Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being
met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on
Small Livings, which was given in and read by Mr Barty, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

—

" The General Assembly approve of the Report of the Committee on
Small Livings,—reappoint the Committee, with power to add to their

number, Mr Barty, Convener.
" The General Assembly, entertaining a high sense of the importance

to the best interests of the Church of the Scheme which the Committee,
in conjunction with the Association, are prosecuting, have learned with
satisfaction that there is no falling off in the funds available for dis-

tribution in July next.
" The General Assembly, however, regret that the Committee have

not been able to report more rapid progress in the attainment of the
end in view, and they again most earnestly commend the work of the

Committee and the Association to the liberal support of the friends

and members of the Church.
"The General Assembly instruct the Committee to use all suitable

means in their power to press upon public attention the strong claims

which this Scheme has upon all who wish well to the National Church."

Extractedfrom the Records of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Ecd. Scot.
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REPORT.

The Committee have to report that, in terms of the instructions

of last General Assembly, a constitution for the Fund was framed,

and vigorous steps were taken to collect money to enable them to

commence operations. In this they have experienced considerable

difficulty, owing to the continued depression in trade and com-

merce, and the stagnation in agricultural affairs, from which

causes many members and friends of the Church have been

prevented from contributing at all, and others have been unable

to give so much as in other circumstances they would have been

disposed to do. At the same time, the Committee have grate-

fully to acknowledge the assistance alforded to them in many
quarters ; and they are glad to be able to report that, whereas at

the date of last General Assembly the whole contributions to the

Fund had amounted to a little over £110, its financial position is

now as follows :

—

*Amount subscribed by way of donations, some of which are

payable by instalments, .... ^1944 2

Amount of annual subscriptions, . . . 104 2

The sum in hand at the present time is £1622, 13s. 5d., the

greater part of which is invested at 4 jDer cent, and for the cur-

rent year an income of £140 (derived from revenue of capital and

annual subscriptions) may be expected. This is arrived at after

estimating the annual subscriptions at three -fourths of their

nominal value, and without taking into account what may be de-

* See Appendix III.
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rived from further annual subscriptions, and the revenue from

new donations.

Amongst other steps taken by the Committee to endeavour to

raise money, it may be mentioned that a circular-letter, with

relative papers, was sent to each minister of the Church, with a

request that he would bring the claims of the Fund under the

notice of any members of his parish or congregation likely to

take an interest in it. This had the effect of bringing in a few

contributions, but not so many as were expected. The Committee

would fain hope, however, that the appeal then made by them

may yet yield further fruit. Without wishing to appear in-

vidious in mentionin-g particular contributions, the Committee

desire to refer to three, the receipt of which afforded them

peculiar satisfaction. The first of these was an anonymous con-

tribution of £200 from a gentleman who called upon the Con-

vener and expressed his hearty good wishes for the Fund ; the

second was also an anonymous contribution of £100 sent by a

lady; the third was a contribution of £200 from the Eev. Mr
Stoddart, of jNIadderty, given on the occasion of his jubilee, and

accompanied with his fervent wishes for the success of the Com-

mittee's labours.

In terms of the Scheme of Constitution, as based upon the

Eeport approved by last General Assembly, the Fuud has been

divided into two distinct branches—the one applicable to cases

Avhere a complete severance between the minister and the parish

is to take place ; the other applicable to cases where the minister

is to retain his connection with the parish, and to have an as-

sistant or an assistant and successor,—and the contributions

obtained have been invited upon that footing, and set apart as

the contributors may have indicated. Where no allocation has

been made by the contributors, the Committee, as recommended

by the General Assembly, have divided such unallocated sums

cqualhj betwixt the two branches of the Fund. So far as can be

judged by the contributions already received, the first of these

branches is the more popular, the contributions to it being in

the proportion of about two-thirds to one-third to the second

branch.

It is proper, however, that the Committee should draw the



EEPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AGED AND INFIEM MINISTERS. 385

attention of the General Assembly to a modification which they

think should be made upon the Scheme of Constitution. The

Scheme, as has been stated, was based upon the Report of the

Committee, which was given in on 27th May 1879 by the former

Convener, and which was then approved by the General Assembly.

In that Eeport it is stated :
" The Committee find that there is a

marked division of opinion in the Church as to what ought to be

the characteristics of tlie new scheme. A large number of those

interested in it think that a fund should be raised to enable Aged

and Infirm Ministers to employ assistants. Others regard this

as undesirable, and recommend an effort to procure such an

amount of money as, with local supplements, would furnish

suitable retiring allowances for aged and infirm ministers, and

permit their successors at once to enjoy all the fruits of the

benefices. The Committee despair of being able to reconcile the

advocates of these opposite suggestions, and they respectfully

recommend to the General Assembly to make the scheme such as

would meet the wishes of both parties." It seems clear from

this, that what may be termed the " complete severance " branch

of the Scheme implies not only the removal of the minister from

the parish, and his withdrawal from the management of its

affairs, but also the surrender by him of his entire interest in the

emoluments of the benefice. Such a result, however desirable, will

not, it is feared, be often achieved ; and to enable them to deal with

such cases, the Committee would require to have at their disposal

a much larger fund than they are Hkely to possess for many years.

But it is hoped and believed that in many cases the minister

would be willing to remove from the parish, and to hand over to

an assistant and successor the whole management of its spiritual

aft'airs, provided he was allowed to retain some interest in the

emoluments of the benefice ; and the Committee venture to sug-

gest that such cases should be included in what is called the

" complete severance " branch. In that event, the leading dis-

tinction between the two branches would be the minister's

removal from the parish, and his giving up all charge of its

spiritual affairs, as distinguished from his remaining in the parish,

though with an assistant or assistant and successor. Under the

former branch, there would be nothing to prevent the minister
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entirely surrendering his interest in the emoluments, as well as

removing from the parish and resigning all charge of its spiritual

aftairs, in which case a larger grant would probably have to be

made to him from the Fund ; but this would no longer be a sine

qud 71011 of the first branch of the Fund. The Committee have

reason to believe that such a modification of the Scheme of Con-

stitution would be agreeable to those who have already subscribed,

as well as to others who intend to subscribe, to the Fund,

The Committee have received several applications for assistance

from the Fund. Hitherto, however, it has been impossible to

entertain these, as, until a certain amount of money had been

collected, it was not in their power to make any grants. But

they think that the time has now arrived when at least two

grants may be made ; and the Committee are prepared to con-

sider the applications already received, along with any others

that may now be sent to them, with the view of selecting two

to be placed upon the Fund. The Committee trust that this will

meet with the approval of the General Assembly. They are

glad to be able to see their way thus to make a beginning to

the practical working of the Fund, as tliey believe that this may
be the means of inducing fresh contributions ; and it will be a

great satisfaction to them if, before long, they are able to increase

the number of these grants.

Copies of the Scheme of Constitution of the Fund, and of the

queries proposed to be put to applicants, and a list of contribu-

tions already intimated, are annexed hereto.

The Committee beg respectfully to suggest to the General

Assembly that a general collection in aid of the Fund should be

authorised to be made throughout the Church during the cur-

rent year. Such a collection would not only yield a substantial

addition to the means at the Committee's disposal, but it would

also tend to create a more widespread interest in the objects of

the Fund, and thereby conduce to its permanent success.

In conclusion, the Committee would very strongly urge the

claims of the Fund upon the liberality of the members and office-

bearers of the Church. They have already adverted to the ob-

stacles with which they have been met in their efforts to raise

money. As the clouds which have for some time hung over the
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industries of the country are being gradually dispelled, and better

times in trade, in manufactures, and in agriculture are, it is hoped,

likely soon to arrive, they trust that the claims of the Fund under

their charge will not be overlooked. To make the Scheme a suc-

cess, a large Capital Fund is indispensably necessary. The similar

fund in the Free Church amounts to not less than £100,000, and

that in the United Presbyterian Church to upwards of £36,000.

No doubt these Funds have been largely supplemented by legacies

and bequests ; and it is hoped in time that the Fund under your

Committee's charge will in like manner be augmented from simi-

lar sources. But for the present they must look almost entirely

to donations and annual subscriptions for enabling them to in-

crease their means of usefulness. The importance of such a

Fund to the success, and even the vitality, of a Church is un-

questioned ; and your Committee cannot believe that the mem-
bers of the National Church will be behind their Dissentinjr

brethren in supporting a Scheme which appeals so strongly at

once to their sympathies and their reason. Several cases have

been brought under the notice of the Committee, where what

are at present comparatively barren places in the Church might,

with the timely aid of such a Fund, be made fully-equipped and

active centres of " Christian Life and Work." Surely the means

to attain such a desirable result will not be withheld

!

In name and by a2Jpointment of the Committee,

Ja. STORMONTH darling, Convener.



588 REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS.

APPENDIX I.

SCHEME OF CONSTITUTION of the Aged and Infirm

Ministers' Fund of the Church of Scotland.

The Committee have already decided, with the approval of the General
Assembly, that the fund shall consist of two distinct branches,—the

one applicable to cases where a complete severance between the min-
ister and the parish is to take place—the other applicable to cases

where the minister is to retain his connection with the parish, and
have either an assistant or an assistant and successor ; and it is pro-

posed to issue subscription schedules, so framed that subscribers may
indicate (if they think fit to do so) to which of these branches they
desire their subscriptions to be applied. In the case of subscriptions

unappropriated by the subscribers, the General Assembly recommended
that these should be divided equally betwixt the two branches of the

fund.

It is thought that an annual revenue of not less than J4000 to £5000
will ultimately be required, but this may not be for some years. The
Committee accordingly aim at raising a capital sum of £100,000 ; but
until this amount be reached, a considerable part of the revenue must
be looked for from annual subscriptions. For a few years the expend-
iture is not likely to exceed from £1000 to £2000 a-year, and this will

give time and opportunity for the funds to accumulate.

Each branch of the fund will be subdivided into capital and revenue.

All legacies and all donations, whether payable in one sum or by
instalments, shall be capitalised ; and all annual subscriptions shall be
regarded as annual revenue. The surplus annual revenue, after meet-
ing all charges, shall be accumulated with the capital until the fund
shall reach the amount of £50,000.

At present there are 50 parishes in Scotland where the ministers

have either wholly or partially retired, and where assistants and suc-

cessors have been appointed. The following table shows how long the

respective ministers of these parishes have been ordained :

—

50 years and upwards, ..... 6

40 years and under 50,

30 "
„ „ 40,

20 „ „ 30,

10 „ „ 20,

Under 10 years, .

12

21

6

2

3

50

In 1863 the number of assistants and successors in the Church of

Scotland was only 22, so that the number has largely increased during
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the last 16 years. The number of mere assistants in the Church is

believed to be upwards of 150 ; but in about 90 cases their appoint-

ment does not arise from either age or infirmity on the part of the

ministers.

The following table shows the number of parishes already having or

obtaining assistants and successors during the six years from 1872 to

1878; and it gives a tolerably fair estimate of the probable annual

demand upon the fund in respect of such appointments in future

years :

—

Year.
Number of Assistants and
Successors appointed.

Number of deaths of
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bounds recommending the case to the favourable consideration

of the Committee.
6. When the payments to the beneficiaries on the fund exhaust the

annual revenue, the consideration of new applications shall be
suspended until the fund, either by being increased in amount,
or from the demise of some of the then beneficiaries, is in a

position to admit new claims.

Clearly, however, the first thing to be done is to get money: and with

til is view it is proposed that a statement or appeal should be prepared

for circulation, which should in the first instance be sent to a select

number of laymen, well known for their attachment to the Church and
for their liberality ; and after a sufficient number of donations and
subscriptions have been received, that this statement, with a specimen
list of donations and subscriptions, and with the relative schedules,

should be circulated throughout the Church. The schedules will be
framed so as to enable the subscribers to say (if they like) which branch
of the fund they desire to support, and also to indicate whether their

contributions are intended as donations, payable in one or more instal-

ments, or as annual subscriptions. All sums received shall be deposited

in bank until they have reached an amount sufficient for investment, or

for application to the purposes of the fund, when the Committee will

determine as to their appropriation or investment. The Committee
will hereafter determine in whose name or names the permanent in-

vestments of the fund will be taken. It is thought that a copy of the

"statement," when prepared, may with advantage be inserted in the
' Missionary Record.'

Ja. Stormonth Darling,
Convener.

Edinburgh, Qth August 1879.
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APPENDIX IL

CHUECH OF SCOTLAND'S AGED AND INFIEM
MINISTERS' FUND.

First Branch.—Applicable to cases where a complete severaxce

between the Minister and the Parish is to take place

—

subject

to modification in special ciixumstances.

Schedule of Information furnished in support of Application

for a Grant to enable the Rev. to retire

from the Parish of , Presbytery of

1. Date of birth of applicant.
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Second Branch.— Applicable to cases where the Minister is to

RETAIN his connection with the Parisli, and have either an

Assistant, or Assistant and Successor.

Schedule of Information furnished in support of A2')pHcaiion for

a Grant to aid in ohtainimg an Assistant, or Assistant and Successor, to

the Rev , Minister of the Parish of

, Presbytery of

1. Date of birth of applicant.

2. Date of Ordination.

3. Date of settlement in present Charire.

4. Cause of the services of an Assistant

or Assistant and Successor being required.

5. If the applicant is suffering from any
disease, state the nature of it ; and whether
chronic or temporary 1

N.B.— Certificates by two medical men must
be produced with the scliedule.

6. Do the Kirk-session and the Presby-
tery concur in this application 1

N.B.—Minutes must be produced with the
scliedule.

7. What are the emoluments of the

Parish 1

1. Stipend.

2. Annual value of manse and glebe,

per valuation roll.

3. Other sources of income, if any,
belonginff to the benefice.

8. Present condition of the Parish and
Congregation.

1. Population of Parish.

2. Ordinary attendance at Church.
3. ^Number of Communicants on roll.

9. What provisions are to be made lo-

cally for the applicant and the Assistant
or Assistant and Successor?

10. What arrangement is to be made as

regards the Manse and Glebe ?

Signature of Applicant,

Place and Date,
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APPENDIX III.

LIST OF DONATIONS and ANNUAL SUBSCEIPTIONS
INTIMATED SINCE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1879.
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List of Donations, &c.—contimied.
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List of Donations, &c.—continued.
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APPENDIX IV.

ABSTRACT of ACCOUNTS to 31st Decejiber 1879.

CAPITAL FUND.

Donations received prior to last General Assembly,

Donations received from last General Assembly to

close of accounts for 1879, .

1st Branch.

£31 13

2d Branch.

£81 13

864 9 3 323 17 9

Amount of the Capital as at 31st December 1879, . £896 2 3 £405 10 9

ANNUAL OR ANNUITY FUND.
1st Branch.

Annual subscriptions received to close of accounts

for 1879, £60 15 6

Interest received on Account Current, and Deposits, 4 4 8

Deduct

—

Expenses of printin.c;; Eeport and ob-

taining Extract Deliverances for

1877 and 1878, .
._

£5 10
Expenses of printing Constitution

and Appeals, and despatch of do.,

and postages, . . . 41 9 5

Applicable to each branch thus

—

1st branch, . £34 9 7

2d branch, . 12 10

£46 10 5

£46 10 5

34 9 7

2d Branch.

£14 5 6

2 17 2

£65 2 £17 2 8

12 10

Balance at the credit of the Annual Fund at 31st

December 1879, subject to expenses of manage-

ment not yet charged, .... £30 10 £5 1 10

GEOEGE MURRAY, Auditor.

Edinburgh, 11th Maij 1880,
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Extract Deliverance of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

on tlie foregoing Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-fourth day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty, Session Five,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on
Aged and Infirm Ministers, which was given in and read by Mr
Stormonth Darling, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

—

That the General Assembly approve of the Report, and record their

satisfaction that, owing to the diligence and success of the Committee
during the past year, notwithstanding the exceptional circumstances of

the times, they are enabled to commence operations with the Fund.
The General Assembly also record their thanks to the members and

friends of the Church who have so liberally responded to the Com-
mittee's appeals.

The General Assembly approve of the Scheme of Constitution framed

by the Committee in accordance with the instructions of last General

Assembly, and which is appended to their Report ; but resolve, in

terms of the recommendation of the Committee, that the First Branch,

known as the Complete Severance Branch of the Fund, while retain-

ing its distinctive character as applicable to cases of complete resigna-

tion, shall also apply, as regards its anniial revenue, to cases where,

owing to local circumstances or otherwise, it may appear to be desir-

able to allow the minister to retain a portion of the emoluments of the

parish, although his retirement from all management of its spiritual

affairs shall be as complete as if a total severance had occurred. The
Second Branch to remain for all ordinary cases of Assistants, and
Assistants and Successors.

The General Assembly most earnestly commend this Fund to the

support and liberality of the laymen of the Church ; and in order to

increase the Fund, and to bring its claims more generally under the

notice of the members of the Church, they authorise a collection in aid

of the funds on a day during the year now current, to be suggested by
the Joint-Committee on the Schemes.

The General Assembly reappoint the Committee,—Mr James Stor-

month Darling, Convener,—with power to add to their number.

Extractedfrom the Records of the Genercd Assemhl// of the

Churcli of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.

2 1
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K E P R T.

The Commifctec in their Eeport last year informed the General

Assembly that they had met the previously unpaid balance of

the claims of 1 878, but tliat the funds then on hand were only

suUicient to meet the one-half of the claims of 1879. They

pointed out that this arose from the collection for the fund not

being made in the majority of the parishes of the Church (the

collecting parishes for 1878 being only 495 in number), and

they left the matter in the hands of the General Assembly, with

a reiteration of their opinion that the honour of the Church was

involved in the payment of these claims.

The General Assembly, in their deliverance on this lieport,

' expressed their deep regret that so many parishes have made no
' collection for this important object, and especially enjoin every

• Minister to give his congregation an opportunity of contribut-

' ing.' By separate Act of Assembly, the General Assembly

enjoined a collection to be made in aid of the funds of the

Committee on the second Sunday of last October, and another on

the second Sunday of July next.

The Committee regret to state that the General Assembly's

injunctions have been only partially obeyed. The Church

collections received by the Committee for the 31st December

last are only from 530 parishes, being but a slight increase upon

the number of the preceding year.

The Committee, according to their usual practice, proceeded in

January last, after they had received the Hevenue of 1879, to

review their financial position. An abstract of the accounts

brought up to 31st December 1879 is appended, and from this

it will be found that the balance in the hands of the Committee

at that date amounted to . . . £1272 9 8

The claims exigible in 1880, after careful exami-

nation, were estimated at , . ' . 2280
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To meet even the one-half of these clahns woukl

require . . . . . £1140

And as a sum falls to be added in respect of

deductions under £25 when the stipend is con-

sequently very small in amount and payment

is made in full, this brought up the amount to 1300

being a little above the sum in hand.

The Committee's Minute of January 10 last accordingly bears :

—

' The Committee, therefore, reluctantly came to the conclusion

' that they were unable to pay any part of the arrear of 1879, and
' that for 1880 they could only in the meantime pay one-half,

' on the same principle as fixed by their Minute of February (i,

' 1878, to wit, that in repayment of deductions made applicable

' to crop 1879, and deducted in 1880, where the compensation

' deducted by the Patron in the course of the whole year is £25
' or less, repayment should be made in full. That where the

' compensation deducted for the whole year is over £25, but

' under £50, the sum of £25 shall be repaid, and that where the

' compeusation deducted is over £50, half of the amount should

' be repaid.

The Committee desire again to bring under the notice of the

General Assembly the propriety—they might almost say the

necessity—of the General Assembly taking some decisive step

to overcome the extraordinary apathy and unreasonable aversion

shown by Ministers of the Church in reference to collections for

this object. The Committee desire to recall to mind what passed

on the subject of Compensation as shown in the Assembly

Records. On reference to the printed abridgement of the Pro-

ceedings of the General Assembly of 1874, when the Patronage

I'ill then before Parliament was under consideration of the

Assembly, the following is the Minute of Procedure :

—

' Gompcnsatimi to Patrons.

' 27. It was moved by I)r Wallace, seconded by Dr Cook

—

That the General Assembly caimot acquiesce in any legisla-

tion by which compensation to private patrons shall be made
a burden on benefices ; and that all expressions in the Act

of such tendency be deleted.
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' Auotlicr motion was made and seconded :—As the clause

' referred to in the Bill is in reality merely a security for the

' compensation when it becomes due, that the instruction be

' not given.

' There being two motions before the House a vote was called

' for, and it was agreed that the state of the vote should be

' first or second motion ; and the vote being taken by the

' doors, the tellers reported that there had voted—1st motion,

' H9 ; 2d motion 127 : whereupon the second motion became
' the judgment of the House.' (Abridgement, 1874, p. 73.)

The Committee stated in last year's Eeport that the Duke of

Abercorn had relinquished his claim for compensation for the

two vacancies in the Abbey Parish of Paisley, and they have

the pleasure of stating that during the past year Lord Wharn-

clifFe has not claimed the compensation due for the first year for

Eassie and Nevay.

In name and by appointment of the Committee,

T. G. MUEEAY, Cunvencr.
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AnsTiiACT OF THE Accounts of the Patronage Compensation

Committee of the Church of Scotland.

From the Slst December 1878 to olst December 1879.

Charge.

1. Funds on hand at olst December 1878, per

last Abstract,

2. Income during 1879 :

—

1. Parochial Collections, . £12G9 4 9

2. Contributions from IHantyre

Mission East Africa, . . 10
3. Subscriptions and Donations

from individuals, . . 47 18 G

4. Bank interest, . . . 7 13 3

£1651 1 5

£1325 16 11

Add sum raised at Innerleithen

and paid to Eev. W. Menzies

and by him transmitted to Com-
mittee as a payment towards his

Compensation, . . , 42 U

Sum of the Charge,

1367 16 11

£3018 18 4

Discharge.

1. Compensation paid :-

Amvoth,
Ariigask,

Balfron,

Bedrule,
Bracadale,
Bressay,
Cavers, .

Clackmannan
Dalton, .

Drunioak,

Dnnse, .

Duthill,

.

Firth and
Stennes,

Rev. Wni. M. Black, .

Rev. Robert K. Moncriufl',

Rev. Alex. Slessor,

Rev. .J. Stevenson,
Rev. John M'Leau,
Rev. .James Kidd,

.

Rev. G. B. S. Watson, .

Rev. A. J. Robertson, .

Rev. Robert Donaldson,
Rev. George J. Sim;

iRev. Robt. Stewart and Rev
Wm. Menzies in succession

Rev. James Bain, .

("Rev. David Thomson and
< Rev. D. W. Gair, his

(. assistant and successor, .

Compensation
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Foulilell,

Gluiidg,

Hoy, &c.,

Inuerleitlit'ii,

.

Kirkpatrick-
Fk'iuing, .

Lauder, .

Leslie, Gariocli,

Leslie, Kirk-
caldy,

Leocliel

Cu.sbiiie,

Maryciilter,

Aberdeen, .

Meldruiii,

Menmuir,
Moniniail,

Old Cumnock,
Oldlianistocks,

Orphir, .

Prenmay,

Salton, ;

S. Ronaldsliay,
Udny, .

Walls and
Flotta,

Incumbent.

Rev. Wni. Caniiibcll,

Mev. James M'Uouald, .

Rev. John L. Brown, .

( Kev. Wm. Meuzies and Rev.

\ J as. Boyd in succession, .

Rev. David Graham.
Adam B. 8. Watson

"

and Rev. Thos. Martin in

succession.

Rev. John Ru.^sell,

iiev. u;

( Rev. .

< and
I. succ

Rev. Andrew Russell, .

Rev. George H. Grassick,

Rev. tJeorge Duncan, .

Rev. J. W. Leith,

Rev. James L. Thomson,
Rev. D. L. Adams,
Rev. J. S. Robertson, .

Rev. W. M. Hutton, .

Rev. Willian; Caskey, .

( Rev. John Wilson and Rev.

I John ytewart in succession.

Rev. T. N. Drummoud,
Rev. James S. W. Irvine,

Rev. Alexander Sp.euce,

Rev. James Russell,

Comi)CMsatioii
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Bruuglit forward, £10 10 £171b

Auditor's fee for auditing Gene-

ral Collector's book and tabulat-

ing collections for puljlication

in Missionary Record, . . o 5

Auditor's fee for auditing Trea-

surer's account and framing

state thereof, . . . .330
xVllowance to Hoiiorary Treasury

for clerks, ....
I'ostages and incidental expenses,

Sum of the Discharge,

The sum of the Charge is as on page 6,

The sum of the Discharge is as above,

Balance of Funds at 31st Dec. 1879,

Composed of

—

Balance in British Linen Com-

pany Bank, . . . £

Less Balance due to Mr
Menzies.

Ediiiburcjh, ISth May 1880.—I liave examined the accounts of

the Secretary for the Patronage Compensation Committee of the

Church of Scotland for year to 31st December 1879, and have

found the same correct, closing with a balance of One thousand

three hundred and six pounds, one shilling and ninepence

(£1306, Is. 9d.) in Bank, and a balance of Thirty-three pounds,

twelve shillings and one penny (£33), 12s. Id.) due to the

Treasurer.

I liave prepared therefrom the foregoing Abstract.

GEOILGE MUBBAY, Auditor.

7 10

3 16
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Exlrad DelioGrauce oftlic General Asaeiiihly oftlie Church of

Scotland 011 the forej/oin;/ Re^wrt.

At Edinburgli, the twenty-eighth day of May, Eighteen

hundred and eighty.

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted, inter alia, the General Assembly called for the

Ileport of the Committee on Patronage Compensation, which was given

in and read by Mr T. G. Murray, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to

—

The General Assembly receive the Report ; record their thanks to the

Committee. Further, the General Assembly express their deep regret

that there are yet so many parishes which have not made collections

for this important object, and specially enjoin every Minister to give

his congregation an opportunity of contributing. Reappoint the

Committee,—Mr Murray, Convener.

Extracted from the Records of the General A>;-se7nlilf/ of

the CJinrcIi of Srotland, hij

JOHN TULLOCH,
Ol. Krrl. Srnf.

2l
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GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR YEAR 1879-80.

Very Rev. Priucipal Tullouii, D.D.,

St Andrews.

Very Rev. Principal Pirie, D.D., Aber-

deen.

Rev. Professor Traill, Aberdeen.

Professor Milligan, Aberdeen.

Professor Dick.son, Glasgow.

Professor Lee, Glasgow.

Dr K. M. Phin, Edinburgh.

Dr Robert Stevenson, Edinburgh.

Dr Sellar, Aberlour.

Dr J. Elder Gumming, Glasgow.

Dr Struthers, Prestonpans.

Dr J. C. Lees, Edinburgh.

Dr Mackenzie, Urquhart.

Dr Story, Roseneath.

Dr Charters, Edinburgh.

Dr Duff, Elgin.

Dr Scott, Edinburgh.

Dr Clark, Kilmally.

Norman M'Leod, Edinburgh.

Robert Blair, Glasgow.

W. Forsyth, Abernethy.

D. Cameron, Dunoon.

John M'Leod, Govan.

J. Murray, Calton, Glasgow.

E. M'Millan, Loth.

J. C. RussEL, Campbeltown.

J. M'Gilchrist, Kilarrow.

Duncan Steavart, Ekdu.

Rev. Colin Camtbell, Kilninver.

J. M'Naughton, Dores.

Evan Ross, Ardersier.

J. M'Gregor, Knockbaiu.

D. Stewart, Kilniuir Easter.

D. Cameron, Kilmonivaig.

A. Martin, Snizort.

F. L. Robertson, Glasgow.

James Eraser, Blair Athole.

Roderick Morison, Kintail.

K. Mackenzie, Kingussie.

J. D. Grant, West Calder.

T. B. W. NiVEN, PoUokshields.

W.W. Tulloch, Glasgow.

R. M'Dougall, Resolis.

G. M'DoNALD, Invergordon.

Sir Alexander Kinloch of Gilmer-

ton.

J. A. Campbell, Escj. , Stracathro, M. P.

Colin Mackenzie, Esq., W.S.

J. MuNRo Mackenzie, Esq. of Calgariy.

W. J. Menzies, Esq., W.S.

Colin Hay, Esq. , Adbeg House.

David Lochart, Esq., Edinburgh.

Colin G. Macrae, Esq., W.S.

Maurice Lothian, Esq. of St Catherines.

A. T. NiVEN, Esq., C.A.

Edmund Baxter, Esq., W.S.

Charle.s Innes, Esq., Inverness.

William Mackintosh, Esq., Advocate.

Very Rev. Principal Tulloch, D. D. , Convener.

Rev. J. Elder Cumming, D.D., and J. Munro Mackenzie, Esq., Vicc-Convcncrs.

Colin G. Macrae, Esq., W.S., 57 Castle Street, Sccrdary.
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REPORT.

The duties assigned to your Committee have increased consider-

ably during the past year. In the earlier period of its existence

the efforts of the Committee were chiefly directed towards ascer-

taining, by means of deputations, in what ways they could with

most success advance the interests of religion and promote the

welfare of the Church in the Highlands. The result of careful

inquiries, and personal observation, has been to show that among

the best methods of attaining these objects are the following, viz. :

—

1. The Eepair of Parliamentary Churches and Manses

;

2. Providing Summer Services in populous centres, and in

other localities where assistance is required by the

Parish Ministers

;

3. Affording assistance to Aged and Infirm Ministers in

special cases ; and,

4. Generally to quicken an interest in the work of the

Church, and to strengthen the hands of ministers who
have in some instances to contend with peculiar diffi-

culties.

1. Repair of Paiiiamentary Churches cmd Manses.

It will be remembered that no sufficient legal provision is

made for the maintenance of these fabrics, which are often

situated in the poorest districts. The consequence has been that

in some cases the buildings have fallen into a state of dilapida-

tion, which is scarcely creditable to the Church, and which may
be much improved by a very little outlay.

In allowing grants for these repairs, the Committee have

endeavoured to meet every case of real necessity which was
brought under their notice, but have at the same time always

sought as far as possible to secure the co-operation of those for
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whose benefit tlie repairs are effected by oljtaining in each ease sup-

plementary local contriliiitions. The grants have only l)een made

after the most careful inquiry in regard to the state of the

fabrics, and have been expended under the direct supervision of

the Committee, or of some one acting for them.

The following are the cases in which aid was given :

—

Parish.
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mittee accordingly instructed their deputies to preach or address

week-day meetings under sanction of the Presbyteries or parish

ministers, and specially to communicate information in regard to

the schemes of the Church.

3. Aged and Infirm Ministers.

Grants were allowed in the following cases to provide assistants

:

—(l)In the parish of Farr in Sutherlandshire, where the minister

is of very advanced age, and has been for two years entirely

disabled from conducting the ordinary services. (2) In the

parish of Kildalton in Islay, where the minister has been for

some time laid aside by severe illness, which it is hoped may not

be permanent, though it in the meantime renders him unfit for

his duties. (3) In the case of Alness in Eoss-shire, where the

allowance received by the present assistant and successor is

inadequate for his subsistence ; and (4) in the parish of Walls in

Shetland, where the incumbent is of advanced age, and the duties

unusually severe, in consequence of the parish being composed of

several islands. In every one of these cases the ministers and

people have expressed warmly their gratitude for the assistance

rendered them.

4. Services for the ensninc/ Summer.

Your Committee have made arrangements for supplying

Students, Missionaries, and Licentiates in a large number of

places where, owing to their distance from the parish church

and other causes, it is important that services should be con-

ducted. Among these may be mentioned Bonawe, Dulnan,

Portnahaven, Strome, Harris, Lochranza, Ford, Farr, &c. In

making these arrangements they have had to encounter the same

ditliculties as in former years arising from the scarcity of Gaelic-

speaking Divinity students. Happily there are some indications

that a larger number of the youth of the Highlands than formerly

are beginning to direct their attention to the ministry as a

profession, and these have been much aided by the eftbrts

of the Ladies' Highland Bursary Association and bursaries

offered by the Christian Knowledge Society. It is strongly felt

that a little timely assistance might encourage many young men
to continue to study for the Church who at present are naturally

drawn towards more remunerative employments.
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The Committee have allowed a grant towards the expense of

printing a Supplement in Gaelic to the " Christian Life and Work "

Magazine. This Supplement has already reached a monthly

circulation of 2200, and it is conducted by the Eev. Dr Clark of

Kilmallie, the Kev. Norman Macleod, and the Eev. E. Blair,

who are all members of your Committee.

5. FuTids.

An abstract of the accounts to 31st December last is appended

to this Eeport. The balance with which it closes will be required

to meet the outlays for which the Committee are at present

liable, including the expenses necessary for providing the summer

services above alluded to. Your Committee have attempted to

retain in their hands as much of the proceeds of the last collec-

tion as may be sufficient to meet the outlays of the coming year.

It has been thought advisalile to secure in this way a fund upon

which to draw without incurring debt, as they are not possessed

of any capital fund out of which they may meet requirements

in advance.

In conclusion, your Committee beg to state with reference to

the powers given them under the deliverance of last Assembly,

that they have conferred with the Presbyteries of Lorn, Aber-

nethy, and Lochcarron in regard to cases of difficulty occurring

within the bounds of these PresV^yteries, and they are satisfied

that there exists a sincere desire on the part of these Presbyteries

to deal with each of the cases referred to in so far as circum-

stances will permit.

In name of Committee,

JOHN TULLOCH, Convener.
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£898
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Brought forward, £40 2 6 £436 19 7

Postages, Stationery,

and Incidents, . 9 6 7

£49
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KjirdcfDpllri'raiii-f nftlic (Tciipral A--<!<i'itil>lii of the ('liurdi of

Ht'ofI(iii(J on il)P foro(j(tinij Report

.

At Edinburgh, the twenty-scvcntli dny of iNTiiy, Eighteen

hundred and eighty.

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

being met and constituted, lidpr aUa, the General Assembly called for

tlie lieport of the Committee on Deputations to the Highlands, which

was given in and read by Principal Tulloch, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to

—

The General Assembly having received the Eeport of their Com-

mittee on the Highlands, approve of the same, record their thanks to

tlie Committee for their services, and reappoint them for another year,

Principal Tulloch to be Convener.

Tlie Assembly commend the objects selected by the Committee for

special attention during the past year, believing them to be eminently

deserving of support, and desire the Committee to continue to keep

these objects before them in the coming year.

More particularly, the Assembly are glad to learn that something has

already been done towards improving the fabrics of Parliamentary

Churches and Manses. While approving of aid being given in all

cases of real necessity, they would enjoin the Committee to exercise

care in bestowing grants for repairs, and to bear in mind that such

grants should be allowed only where neither the obligations of heritors,

nor the funds obtainable from private sources are adequate.

The Assembly learn with satisfaction that the result of recent depu-

tations has been to bring out more clearly the best methods of supplying

the wa)its, and helping to meet the difficulties to which some parts of

the Highlands are exposed ; and they desire to thank the Lay Associa-

tion for the liberal donation of £100, given by them towards payment

of expenses of deputies, without wliich this branch of the Committee's

duties could not have been so successfully discharged. At the same

time the Assembly, while sensible of the advantages derived from the

visits of former deputies, would for the future rath(!r impress on i\\v

(Jommittee the importance of providing religious services in places

where a deticienc}' in the supply of ordinances exists, and more

especially of affording any assistance in their power to Ministers of

Highland Parishes duiin;'; Communion seasons.

2n
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Ill c.uiiclusifiii, the .Vs.sciulily would enjoin their Cuniniitlee to

I'lideiivour hy every means within their reach, to aUbril support ami

assistance to iNIinisters and Presbyteries in the Highlands, wluj are

called to deal with peculiar or pressing difficulties, and to use the funds

at their disixisal, so as most eli'ectnally to maintain and encourage the

religious life of the Church in Highland districts.

Extriirted from tlie Recordu of the. (Jeiwral Af^einlihi a/

the C/t iirch of Scotland, by

JOHN TULLOCH,
67. Ecd. Scut.

.\|-.ii.i. Axi) (dju'any. kdimukch.
OdVl-.UNlll.M no. IK AM> LAW rUJMKl;,* l-4iK sCdTLAXU.
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Extract Deliverance of the General Assembly of the Cliurch of Scotland

on the following Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-fifth day of May One thousand

eight hundred and eighty,-

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted, inter alia,—
The General Assembly called for the Keport of the Committee on

Psalmody and Hymns, which was given in by Mr A. T. Niven, Joint-

Convener, who concluded by moving,

—

The General Assembly approve of the Report and of the diligence of

the Committee, to whom they record their thanks.

The Assembly continue to be much interested in the improvement

of Psalmody, and rejoice that, through the exertions of the Committee

and otherwise, this result is gradually being attained.

The Assembly are specially gratified to find that the work of the

Committee with respect to the improvement in the qualification of

Precentors has been so successful, and that the system of inspection

which some years ago was inaugurated has proved so beneficial.

The Assembly hope, notwithstanding the grants in connection with

inspection have been meantime discontinued, in consequence of the

Committee's funds being insufficient for this expenditure, that the

ministers, kirk-sessions, and others interested in Psalmody improve-

ment, may, nevertheless, continue to avail themselves of this important

means still provided for its promotion.

The Assembly reappoint the Committee, with the usual powers,

—

Dr Boyd and Mr Niven, Joint-Conveners, and instruct them to carry

on their operations as they may see to be expedient, in terms of the

directions and authorisation of previous General Assemblies.

The motion was seconded and agreed to.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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GENERAL COMMITTEE, 1880-81.

Rev. Wm. Robertson, D.D., Edin-
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A. K. H. Boyd, D.D., St Andrews,
Joint-Convener.
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E E P E T.

Your Committee have to submit their Eeport for the past year

under circumstances financially less favourable than formerly

;

though they are glad to know that their work has continued to

produce the best results. It will be matter for deep regret if,

through inadequate revenue, their operations in future shall be

permanently curtailed, and the influence which they have been

able to exert should thus be dissipated. This, however, is more

than a contingency ; and it is right that the Church, through the

General Assembly, should be made fully aware of the fact ; leav-

ing it to the Assembly to take such steps in the circumstances as

in their wisdom they may see to be expedient or necessary.

The following statement of sales of the Committee's publica-

tions during the year shows that these have been maintained

at a satisfactory average. As regards the ' Hymnal,' it will be

seen that the number, with and without music, sold during the

year has been 63,649, making 879,650 or thereby since it was

first issued, and that the total number of the Committee's pub-

lications sold during the year has been 74,225, exclusive of the

' Children's Hymnal,' of which the number sold has been 33,541,

including 662 copies of the Harmonised Edition.

Copies of Anthem-Book, . . . . ] ,632

Note— Since this pulilication was first issued 7526 copies have been sold.

Copies of Prose Psalter, . . . . 801
Niitc.—Sinee this publication was first issued 4S76 copies have been sold.

Copies of Psalms, Paraphrases, and Hymnal (with music), 7,635

„ ,, „ (music only), 508

„ Psalms and Paraphrases (with music),

„ „ _ „
_

(music only),

„ Hymnal (with music), . . . 1,965

„ (words only), . . . 61,684

74,225
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The amount of royalty derived from the sale of the Committee's

publications during the past year was £387, 13s. 8d., being

about £29 less than the previous year. The proportion of royalty

for the year, payable to the Finance Committee, in terms of the

Deliverance of General Assembly of 1878, was £129, 6s., reduc-

ing this source of revenue to £258, 7s. 8d. The amount of volun-

tary collections, &c., received on behalf of the Committee's funds,

in response to an appeal which it was considered right to send

to the ministers of the Church, was, as will be seen from the

accounts, under £20.

Your Committee have to report that 60 * applications for

grants were lodged in 1879, but that in consequence of the small

sura at their disposal for application in this way, they were

compelled to decrease the amount of grants awarded. For the

year 1878, the amount of grants awarded to 52 Precentors

was £332. For the year now reported on, 60 precentors derived

only £122.

A list of the grants vv'ill be found in Appendix No. V., along

with the marks obtained by the precentors on the occasions of

the Inspector's visits respectively.

As it became apparent (in view of the Committee's income

from royalty on publications being largely diminished, and as

the revenue could not be increased from any other source) that

it would be impossible to continue the system of awarding

grants to precentors as heretofore, a conference was held in

February 1880 with the ministers of those parishes which during

past years have been deriving benefit from the funds. As result

of this conference it was resolved^ that while the grants hitherto

offered must meantime be withheld, it was most desirable that

the system of congregational visitation by the Committee's In-

spector (which all present testified to have produced the greatest

benefit) should be continued, and, as far as possible, extended.

Accordingly, an opportunity of applying for inspection has been

afforded to all congregations throughout the Church ; and this

irrespective of whether the precentor holds the Committee's dip-

loma or not, the only condition being, as hitherto, that the Com-

* Fifty-six mentioned in last Report, 4 subsequently lodged.
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mittee's publications are exclusively used by congregations visited.

The number of applications which have been received from con-

gregations desiring inspection, irrespective of grants, is 28 ; but

more may be expected to apply before the list for 1880 is

closed.

The following table exhibits the results of examination of can-

didates for the Committee's diploma during the past year as

regards, 1st, those whose examinations were incomplete at the

beginning of the year; and 2d, 13 candidates who came for-

ward during the year, viz. :

—

Holders of Diploma Second Class, whose examinations for the

Diploma First Class were incomplete at 31st December

1878 ; number of these as mentioned in last Report,

Of whom :

Passed, ..... 2

" Probationers " whose examinations incomplete at 31st Decem-

ber 1878 ; number of these as mentioned in last Report, 14

Of whom :

Passed, taking Diploma First Class . 1

Do., do., Second Class, . 9

Examinations not yet completed, . 4

11.

Holders of Diploma Second Class, but whose examination for

First Class, under Requirements 7 and 8, were incomplete

at 31st December last, ..... 2

Passed " Probationers ; " examinations under Requirements 7

and 8, incomplete at 31st December last, ... 7

Passed " Probationer," but whose examination was subsequently

completed, taking Diploma Second Class, ... 1

Failed, (of whom 1, holding Diploma Second Class, came up for

examination First Class, and was unsuccessful,) . . 3

Total, 13
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A list of " Probationers," &c., above referred to, will be found

in Appendix No. VI.

The usual Reports by the Committee's Inspectors form Appen-

dices VIL, VIII., and IX. These will be found most interesting,

and it is believed that, if attentively perused, they will prove prac-

tically useful in promoting Psalmody improvement.

The Committee's expenditure for the past year amounted to

£486, 13s. 9d., which is about £144 less than the amount esti-

mated in last Eeport. This, however, is mainly to be attributed

to the large decrease on grants awarded, which has already been

referred to. As the revenue for the year was only £290, the

Committee, in meeting even their reduced expenditure, were

obliged to encroach upon the balance in hand at the beginning

of the year. On the whole, the Committee closed the accounts

for 1879 with a balance of about £46 at their credit. As they

cannot depend upon a larger future income from royalty than

£250 (after settling with the Finance Committee), while their

ordinary expenditure amounts to about £140, it will be seen that

the funds available for carrying on the work of inspection, &c.,

are now very small. At the same time, the Committee can refer

to the result of the experiment of the last few years, in stating

confidently that the money during that time spent has been pro-

fitably expended. They expect, from the sum still remaining

at disposal, to be able to defray the expense of the In.spector's

visits to the congregations desiring to take advantage of the

arrangements for inspection : at least so long as the number of

inspections desired is limited, as for a time— in consequence

of the absence of grants following on inspection— they are

likely to be.

Though your Committee have been much hampered through

the diminution of their funds, and have consequently been obliged

to curtail their operations to a considerable extent, they have

continued to receive gratifying proof that their efforts in the

direction of Psalmody improvement have met with much appre-

ciation and success. They have therefore every confidence in

again requesting the Assembly to reappoint them with authority

for carrying on the work intrusted to them, in the manner and to
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the extent which experience may prove to be most expedient. If

the Assembly should be of opinion that increased funds should be

placed at their disposal, the Committee will be able to expend

these most advantageously ; but if otherwise, they will do their

utmost to apply their small income so as to secure the best results

which the sum will produce.

In name and hy appointment of the Committee,

ALEX. T. NIVEN, C.A., Joint-Convener.

2p
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APPENDIX No. I.

COPY OF THE COMMITTEE'S DIPLOMA.

CD!)urc!j flf Scotlanb.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY AND HYMNS.

PRECENTOR'S DIPLOMA.
I hereby certify that has been examined, and found

competent, in respect of musical knowledge and skill, for the duties of

a Precentor.

Registered, No. Class,

Edinburgh, 188

Result of examination of Mr

Convener.

Date,

The various degrees of merit are described as follows—viz. : Bad, ;

Fair, Nos. up to 10 ; Good, Nos. up to 20 ; Very Good, Nos. up to 30.

The highest number obtainable without honours is 240. At least tivo-thirds

of this Jiumber (160) must be obtained to secure the Diploma Second Class ;

and at least seven-eightJis (210) /or First Class.
Numbers
obtained.

I. Adaptation of Tunes to Words.
II. Singing at Sight.

III. Knowledge of Music.
IV. Ear Cultivation.
V. Quality of Voice.

VI. Style of Delivery.
VII. Ability to Lead.
VIII. Ability to Teach.

Total,

Examiners.

Messrs
and

Convener.

> Professional.

Chairman.

Note 1.—A fee of 21s. must be lodged by intending Candidates before

examination.
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Note 2.—The Committee have instituted a Diploma—First Class "with
honours," and another, First Class " with advanced honours." Pre-

centors who wish to take either of the two higher grades of Diploma,
are required to subject themselves to an examination, which will be
more or less severe, according as they may desire to obtain the Diploma
"with honours" or "with advanced honours." For the former 120
marks required ; for the latter 240 ; in addition to the full marks
attainable without honours, being 240.

Note 3.—Candidates for the Precentor's Diploma are requested to

observe that the tests for requirements 7 and 8 are now applied as

follows : If 140 marks are obtained at the half-yearly examination apart

from these two requirements, the Candidate is passed as a " Proba-
tioner." If, on a subsequent visit by an Inspector, he is found entitled

to a fair number of marks for requirements 7 and 8, he will obtain the
Diploma, but not otherwise. If he fails for the time, and desires that

his classes and congregation be visited in following years, with a view
to his then passing, he must undertake to pay the expense attending,

should he then fail.

Special arrangements, as circumstances prove to be expedient, will be
made for behoof of Candidates not holding office as Precentors, for

testing their abilities under requirements Nos. 7 and 8.
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APPENDIX No. II.

COPY OF SCHEDULE TO BE FILLED UP ON BEHALF
OF CONGREGATIONS DESIRING INSPECTION, 1880.

No. , 1880.

ffl^l^urc]^ of ScotlantJ,

COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY AND HYMNS.

SCHEDULE WITH REFERENCE TO INSPECTION OF CONGREGATIONS.

To he filled iq) andforwarded to A. T. Niven, Esq., C.A., Edinburgh, Joint-Con-

vener of the Committee, not later than 1st May 1880.

1. Name of Parish Church or Chapel.

2. Name and Address of Precentor.

3. Date, No., and Class of Diploma, if held. If "Probationer,"

state place and date of examination.

4. Number of sittings in Church.
5. Approximate number of Congregation.

6. Approximate number of Congregation attending (1) Congrega-

tional Classes, (2) Choir Meetings, and (3) Classes for Sabbath-scholars

and others. How many such Classes? How long continued annually?

Specify fully in detail.

7. Is the ' Church of Scotland Psalm and Hymn Tunfe-Book ' the ordi-

nary Tune-Book in congregational use to the exclusion of all others 1

Are numbers of Tunes displayed, or intimated by minister, having
reference to this work 1

8. Produce list setting forth the numbers (Church of Scotland Psalm
and Hymn Tune-Book) of the Tunes sung at Public Worship upon each

of twelve consecutive Sabbaths of last year—giving dates and references

to the words for which the Tunes may have been selected.

N.B.—Precentors are required to produce, along with the usual

schedules, lists setting forth the numbers (Church of Scotland

Psalm and Hymn Tune-Book) of the Tunes sung at Public

Worship upon each of twelve consecutive Sabbaths of the year

preceding the application for inspection—the dates being given,

and references to the words for which the Tunes may have
been selected. Precentors appointed subsequently to 1st

October will be required to produce lists as above, applicable

to all the Sabbaths betwixt the date of their appointment
and 1st January following. This has been found necessary,

to afford a more effectual test than can be supplied by the

adaptations on the single occasion of the Inspector's visit.
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State time about which Inspection would be most convenient.

As far as possible the wishes of those locally interested will re-

ceive effect in this matter.

Signature of Precentor,

Counter-Signature of Minister,

The Inspector will verify the answers to the first nine questions as

above, and will reply as to the following for the information of the

Committee by affixing marks implying value against the subjects re-

spectively. To do so satisfactorily, he will find it necessary to be
present in Church on a Sunday, and probably to examine the Con-
gregational Classes on a week-day. Marks to be, for bad, ; for fair,

numbers up to 10 j for good, numbers up to 20 ; for very good, num-
bers up to 30.

1. Adaptation
2. Fulness of Voice in Congregation
3. Balancing of parts

4. Accentuation
5. Intonation

6. Expression

7. General result

Any remarks of Inspector to be added here.

Signature of Inspector,

1880.
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APPENDIX No. III.

COURSE OF STUDY FOR PRECENTORS RECOMMENDED
IN CONNECTION WITH THE DIPLOMA EXAMINA-

TIONS.

OLD NOTATION.

N.B.—The Eight Heads corresjwnd icith the requirements of tlie Diploma.

I.

—

Adaptation.

1. The art of scanning, and apportioning appropriate musical Measures
to Verse.

2. Emotional character of Tunes.

3. Emotional character of Psalms and Hymns used in the Church of

Scotland.

4. Historical and special associations of Words and Music.

5. On the whole, proper adaptations for Words given.

II.

—

Sight-Singing.

Singing at Sight in conjunction with words—tunes corresponding in

difficulty to those found in the ' Church of Scotland Psalm and
Hymn Tune-Book.'

III.

—

Musical Knowledge.

Elementary.

1. Construction of Scales, Major.

2. Construction of Scales, Minor.

3. Key Signatures of Major Scales.

4. Key Signatures of Minor Scales.

5. Time Signatures.

6. Construction of Measures.

Intervals.

Diatonic and Chromatic, including the several varieties of the second,

third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh.
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Harmomj.

1. Common Chords and their Inversions.

2. Chords of the 7th and their Inversions.

3. The Chord of the 4th on the Dominant and its Inversions.

4. Chords of the Diminished 7th and their Inversions.

Modulation.

1. Modulating into the Relative Minor or Relative Major of the Prin-

cipal Key.
2. Modulating into the Dominant and Sub-Dominant of the Principal

Key.
3. Modulating into the Relative Minors or Relative Majors of the Do-

minant and Sub-Dominant of the Principal Key.
4. To distinguish Transitory from Extended Modulation.

Simple Chromatic Chords.

To distinguish Chromatic Chords from Chords of Modulation.

IV.

—

Ear Cultivation.

To be able to note a simple melody correctly on hearing the same sung
or played not oftener than three times.

V.

—

Voice.

1. Management of the Breath.

2. Production of Tone.

3. Mode of Attack.

4. The knowledge of Blending, and proper use of the various Registers.

5. Mode of producing the clear quality.

6. Mode of producing the sombre quality.

VI.

—

Style of Delivery.

1. Correct Pronunciation.

2. Correct Accentuation.

3. Correct Phrasing.

4. Mode of producing the Tone.

5. Skilful and tasteful use of the various degrees of Tone force or

loudness.

6. Phrasing of Melodies by breathing.

7. Phrasing of Melodies by varying the force.

8. Correct use of the clear and sombre qualities of voice, according to

the sentiment of the words.

VII.

—

Ability to Lead.

Leading a Congregation.

1. Pitching the Tunes to suit the voice of the Congregation.

2. Proper accentuation of the different parts of the Measure.

3. Proper accentuation of the words.
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4. The use of the clear and sombre qualities of the voice, as a mode of

expression.

5. Rate of movement to suit size of Congregation.

6. Mode of Attack.

7. How to maintain the Pitch.

8. Expression.

Conducting a Choir and Congregation.

1. Pitching of key tones
;
giving the Choir the key ; mode of beating

time
;
proper control of the Choir.

2. Control of the Choir in conjunction with Congregation.

3. Mode of conducting a Choir so as to produce the expression desired

by the Conductor.

VIII.

—

Ability to Teach.

Elementary Classes.

1. The elements of Sight-singing in Time.

2. The elements of Sight-singing in Tune.

3. The elements of Rhythm.
4. Elementary instruction in Voice-cultivation.

5. Classification of Voices.

(). Elementary instruction in Ear-cultivation.

7. Elementary instruction in Expression.

Choir Training.

1. Blending of voices.

2. Phrasing of music.

3. Phrasing of words.

4. Readiness in detecting and correcting wrong notes in the bass and
inner parts.

.5. Special treatment of Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Bass voices.

Booksfor Study.

Callcott's Grammar of Music, - price 2s. 6d.

Curwen's Standard Course, - „ 3s.

Curwen's How to observe Harmony, „ 2s.

Curwen's Guide of Staff Notation, ,,
Os. 6d.

Morell's English Grammar, - „ 2s.

Stormonth's Dictionary of English

Inflected Words, - - „ 7s. 6d.
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APPENDIX No. IV.

COUESE OF STUDY FOR PRECENTORS RECOMMENDED
IN CONNECTION WITH THE DIPLOMA EXAMINA-
TIONS.

TONIC SOL-FA METHOD.

N.B.— The Eight Heads corrcspo7id with the requirements of the Diploma.

I.

—

Adaptation.

1. The art of scanning, and apportioning appropriate musical measures
to verse.

2. Emotional character of Tunes.
3. Emotional character of Psalms and Hymns used in the Church of

Scotland.

4. Historical and special associations of Words and Music.

5. On the whole, proper adaptations to words given.

II.

—

Sight-Singing.

Singing at Sight in conjunction with words—tunes corresponding in

difficulty to those found in the ' Church of Scotland Psalm and
Hymn Tune-Book.'

III.

—

Musical Knowledge.

Elementary.

1. Key relationship.

2. Mental effects of tones in key.

3. Structure of the Common Scale.

4. Structure of the Minor Mode and its changeable tones.

5. Accents, Pulse, Measures.
6. Rhythmic division of time and time names.

Intervals—Parsing.

1. The Common Intervals.

2. The Parsing of Melody.

2 Q a
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Harmony.

1. Tonic, Dominant, and Sub-Dominant Cliords of the Major Mode.
2. Tonic, Dominant, and Sub-Dominant Chords of the Minor Mode.
3. The Chords of the Super-Tonic, Sub-Mediant, and Leading tone of

the Major Mode.
4. The Chords of the Super-Tonic, Sub-Mediant, and Leading tone of

the Minor Mode.
5. The full-pulse Dissonances most commonly used with the preceding

Chords.

6. The principal Cadences in both Modes.

Modulation and Transition.

1. Transition of the first Sharp remove.
2. Transition of the first Flat remove.
3. Distinguish between Cadence, passing and extended Transition.

4. Modulation to the Relative Major or Relative Minor.
5. Transitional Modulation of one Sharp and one Flat remove.

6. Distinguish between Chromatic and Transitional resolution of

Chords.

lY.—Ex\R Cultivation.

To be able to note a simple melody correctly on hearing the same sung
or played not oftener than three times.

V.

—

Voice.

1. Management of the Breath.

2. Production of Tone.
3. Mode of Attack.

4. The knowledge of Blending, and proper use of the various Registers.

5. Mode of producing the clear quality.

6. Mode of producing the sombre quality.

VI.

—

Style of Delivery.

1. Correct Pronunciation.

2. Correct Accentuation.

3. Correct Phrasing.

4. Mode of producing the Tone.

5. Skilful and tasteful use of the various degrees of Tone force or

loudness.

6. Phrasing of Melodies by breathing.

7. Phrasing of Melodies by varying the force.

S. Correct use of the clear and sombre qualities of voice, according to

the sentiment of the words.

VIL

—

Ability to Lead.

Leading a Congreijation.

1. Pitching the tunes to suit the voice of the Congregation.
2. Proper accentuation of the different parts of the Measure.
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3. Proper accentuation of the words.
4. The use of the clear and sombre qualities of the voice, as a mode of

expression,

5. Rate of movement to suit size of Congregation.
6. Mode of Attack.

7. How to maintain the Pitch.

8. Expression.

Conducting a Choir and Congregation.

1. Pitching of key-tones
;
giving the Choir the key ; mode of beating

time
;
proper control of the Choir.

2. Control of the Choir in conjunction with Congregation.

3. Mode of conducting a Choir so as to produce the expression desired

by the Conductor.

VIII.

—

Ability to Teach.

1. Describe the Six Steps of the Tonic Sol-Fa method of teaching Tun«
and Time.

2. Point from memory on the Modulator one or more Tunes containing

Transition.

3. Show the use of the Hand Signs in teaching Tune.
4. Elementary instruction in voice cultivation.

5. Classification of voices.

6. Elementary instruction in ear cultivation.

7. Elementary instruction in expression.

Clioir Training.

1. Blending of voices.

2. Phrasing of music.

3. Phrasing of words.
4. Readiness in detecting and correcting wrong notes in the bass and

inner parts.

5. Special treatment of Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Bass voices.

Books for Study.

Callcott's Grammar, . , price 2s. 6d.

Curwen's Standard Course, . „ 3s.

Curwen's How to observe Harmony, „ 2s.

Curwen's Staff Notation, . » <^s. 6d.

Morell's English Grammar, . „ 2s.

Stormonth's Dictionary of English
Inflected Words, . . „ 7s. 6d.
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APPENDIX No. V.

NAMES OF PRECENTOKS WHO RECEIVED GRANTS
FOR 1879.

James F. Ogilvie, St Peter's, Glasgow,

John P. Kinghorn, Uddingston,
J. B. Thom, Johnstone,

Robert S. Brough, St Columba's, Glasgow,
George Wilson, Gorbals, Glasgow, .

William Anderson, Middle Church, Perth,

J. O. Sinclair, High Kirk, Edinburgh,
Charles Henderson, Canongate, Edinburgh,
John Hobkirk, Douglas,

William Patrick, Innerleithen,

James T. Sharpe, Robertson Memorial, Edinburgh,
David Gillespie, St Michael's, Dumfries,
William Houston, Clarkston,

Andrew Brotherton, Kilwinning,

James S. Walker, Craig,

James Caie, Elder St. Chapel, Edinburgh,
John Rough, junior, Neilston,

A. B. Chalmers, Kirkcaldy, .

Andrew Reid, Ellon, .

W. Shirlaw, Lasswade,
James M'Arthur, Stewarton,

.

David Nelson, Freuchie,

Angus Sutherland, Denny, .

John Venters, Tranent,

William Ashton, St John's, Edinburgh,
.John Telfer, Grahamston,
Thomas Lindsay, Campsie, .

William Holmes, Beith,

George Crawford, Ardrossan,

William Paterson, Cambuslang
Adam H. Galbraith, East Kilbride, .

John C. Grieve, Lady Tester's, Edinburgh,
James Paul, Nairn, .

John M'Donald, Dumbarton,
William Ewing, Peebles,

Hector Alexander, Mauchline,

A. D. Inglis, Kelvinhaugh, Glasgow,

Marks.

182
162
157
155
155
153
153
147
147
145
145
142.5

142

141

141
140
140

139.5

139
139
137.5

137
137
136.5

135
135
134
133
132.5

132.5

130
130
130
129.5

128.5

128
128
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Henry Dunn Smith, Inveraray,

Thomas Young, jSIayfield, Edinburgh,
Alexander Faulds, Tillicoultry,

David Barclay, Carluke,

H. O. Grieve, Kirkliston,

Gavin Pettigrew, St Vincent's, Glasgow,
John Foster, Kinclaven,

David Hunter, St Paul's, Perth,

George Welsh, Oyne, Insch, .

Daniel Patterson, Campbeltown,
J. O. Murdoch, Polmont,
Kenneth M'Pherson, Largs, .

Robert Cowan, Bathgate,

John Riddell, Hopehill, Glasgow,
Robert Watson, Lauder,

John F. M'Callum, Dunbar, .

Robert Hamilton, Tolbooth, Edinburgh,
Alexander Johnston, Galashiels,

James Gregg, Minnigaff,

R. W. Brown, Fraserburgh, .

William Thomson, Queen's Park, Edinburgh
William Dowell, Forfar,

Charles M'Gregor, Keith,

127
126
125
122
121

121
120
120
120
117.5

113.5

112
110
105
105
103
102
97
95
92
84
73
66
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APPENDIX No. VI.

NAMES OF PRECENTORS and Others (l) to whom the Diploma
HAS BEENT GRANTED

; (2) PREVIOUSLY HOLDING DiPLOMA, SeCOND
Class, whose Examination for Diploma First Class incom-
plete

; (3) who have passed as " Probationers," during 1879.

I.

—

Precentors, &c., whose Examination Complete, and to
whom Diploma Granted.

Class of
Diploma.

David Barclay, Mount Stewart, Carluke, .... First

George Crawford, Dockhead Street, Saltcoats, . . . First

Thomas Gibb, Leslie, Fifeshire, First

Note.—These three previously held the Diploma Second Class

Hector Alexander, Clelland Park, Maucliline,

William Ashton, 20 Gayfield Square, Edinburgh,
James Caie, 11 Lothian Street, Edinburgh,
John Foster, Kinclaven, Stanley, by Perth,

John Hay, Wilson Place, Mauchline,
John Johnstone, 71 Trongate, Peterhead, .

David Nelson, 2 Eden Valley Row, Freucliie,

William Thomson, 13 Royal Park Terrace, Edinburgh,
John Venters, Church Street, Tranent,
James S. Walker, 12 Commerce Street, Montrose,

Second
Second
Second
Second
Second
Second
Second
Second
Second
Second

IL

—

Holders of Diploma Second Class whose Examination for

First Class incomplete at 31st December.

James Caie, 11 Lothian Street, Edinburgh.
William Houston, Caldervale, Airdrie.

III.

—

Probationers
; Examinations under Requirements 7 and 8

incomplete at 31st December.

Robert Allan, Church Street, Irvine.

John Conner, 143 Norfolk Street, Glasgow.
Robert Guthrie, Swinton.
John M'Cormack, 131 London Street, Glasgow.
William Russell, Kinross.

Allen Walker, Tweedvale Cottages, Walkerburn.
Robert Walker, 22 Carnegie Street, Edinburgh.
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APPENDIX, No. VII.

REPORT BY Mr W. M. MILLER, Glasgow, with Reference
TO Congregational Psalmody.

5 Shaftesbdrt Terrace, Glasgow,
2Qih April 1880.

A. T. NiVEN, Esq., C.A.

Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in laying before you my General
Report on Psalmody for the year 1879.

During the year I visited forty-eight churches, and in each case fur-

nished the Committee with a special report on the singing of the choir

and congregation as heard on the day I visited the church.

Of the whole number, twelve were visited and reported on for the

first time. Concerning the twelve, I can speak only of the present con-

dition of the Psalmody. But it is otherwise with the others ; for, by
comparing the notes of the visit made in 1879 with the notes of the
visit made in 1878, I am able to speak positively as to whether satis-

factory progress has been made.
Taking the twelve churches visited for the first time, and comparing

them with each other, the first position is held by the parish churches
of Ardrossan, Dumfries, Freuchie, and Mauchline. In these churches
the whole service of praise was remarkably good. The tunes were well

selected ; the people joined generally and heartily with the choir ; the
body of tone was full ; and more than the average amount of contralto,

tenor, and bass was heard in the general congregation.

In the parish churches of Craig, Nairn, Peebles, Tranent, Elder
Street, Edinburgh, and St John's, Edinburgh, the singing was good.

In Kinclaven church it was only fair in comparison with the others,

but good in the circumstances—there being a new conductor, a choir

newly formed, and a rural and widely-scattered congregation.

Only in one church, with a small congregation, led by a harmonium
and a choir, did I hear singing that could be best described as wretch-

edly poor and unsatisfactory.

Taking the remaining thirty-six churches by themselves, and com-
paring the reports for last year with the reports for the year before,

ten churches have made marked progress in fulness of voice and better

balance of parts. Six churches show a slight improvement in one
particular, and five in another. In eleven churches the Psalmody was
very much in the condition I found it in 1878.

At the time I visited the churches at Grahamston, Polmont, and
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Inveraray, the weather and other things were exceptionally unfavourable

for both the choirs and the congregations ; consequently the service in

these churches was not up to its usual standard of excellence.

In one of the largest and most important of the churches visited, the

singing is getting worse instead of better. Nothing can be more mis-

leading to a large congregation than a precentor, as here, singing

snatches of the melody, bits of contralto, a line or so of bass, and a

cadential phrase of tenor. Confusing as this mode of leading must
be to the mass of the congregation, the precentor's style of singing

slurred tones is not less offensive to the educated portion. In slurred

passages all the notes are sung staccato ; consequently lines of eight

syllables are constantly altered into lines of nine, ten, eleven, and even

twelve syllables.

For example, I give the tune Mariner's Hymn, and a verse of the

106th Hymn, as sung :

—

Je - sus, Thou-oii ah - art all com - i>ah - as - sion,

i
^ez=]-t

:^=^: :^ :^

s
Pure un bou - oun - ded love Thou art

;

iT^=^- li^=^
:^=^: :?2:

Vis - zi - it us with Tliy - eye sal - va tion.

g e=p:fc= :e=P
-Jzz

Jt=w ^-
'JC21^ 1 y~

Eh - en - ta - er ay - ev - ry - aye trem - bling heart.

The above passage, written as sung, is so ridiculous and absurd, that

I feel it my duty to disclaim intention of treating sacred words in an

unbecoming manner. The disclaimer seems necessary.

Though the phrasing of words is not what it ought to be in our

choirs and congregations, the above sample is unique in its way—in this

view it is given—and it is not to be taken as a fair specimen of what
may be heard in most churches.

Progress Made.

The following table of marks, given in 1878 and in 1879 for fulness

of voice and for balance of parts, will give some idea of the progress

made by ten churches in two important elements of good congrega-

tional singing.

Out of a possible number of 30 marks

—
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In 1S78. In 1S79.
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ing on their skill, take no trouble to commit the pieces they are in
the habit of singing to memory. No matter how often a tune is sung,
no effort is made to learn it so as to be able to sing it without the
book ; consequently, with such persons, singing is never more than
the mere mechanical exercise of reading notes.

In a number of the choirs the singing, although excellent in some
respects, was spoiled by slovenly articulation and want of attention to
accentuation. This may have been, to some extent, the result of de-

fective education, but in niost cases it was due to the bass and inner
parts not being thoroughly mastered by the singers.

Apart altogether from the question of sight-singing, which ought to
be the foundation of all training in vocal music, the choirs differed

much in regard to numbers, distribution of voices, style, and general
efficiency.

Some choirs excelled in one particular and some in another. Some
had a bold, vigorous style, admirably adapted for leading large con-
gregations ; whilst others, particularly the paid choirs, aimed more at

what may be appropriately called " legitimate choir singing," as differ-

ing from congregational.

It is not out of place to remind conductors that if they really

wish to have good congregational singing they must, in the meantime,
avoid striving for effects which can only be had from small bodies of

specially trained singers

In the special reports notice was taken of everything in the choir

that tended in any way to hinder the people joining freely and intelli-

gently in the service.

The most striking feature in the choirs was the marked differences in

the number and distribution of the voices.

The numbers ranged from 6 to 44, and no two choirs had the same
distribution of the voices. I think it is advisable to give the following

[Table
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TABLE SHOwixG the Number and Classification of Voices

IN Forty-three Choirs.

I. Voluntary Choirs.
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The figures in the foregoing table are only for one day, and ought not

to be taken as determining the strength and constitution of any choir

for the whole year. At the same time, they clearly indicate that, on

the whole, the parts are very imperfectly balanced.

Fortunately in most churches the tenor and bass parts are more or

less strengthened by the general congregation.

Children's Choirs,

I am glad to be able to report that a number of precentors are giving

some attention to the training of the Sunday-school children, in some

places leading to the formation of children's choirs. The chief draw-

back at present is the want of a suitable tune-book, arranged in two

and three part harmony.
In most cases the conductors are forced to use books outside of those

issued by the Psalmody Committee.
In Denny parish church the children perform a most important part

in the evening service. Immediately after the sermon a hymn is sung

by the choir and congregation. Directly the hymn is finished, a verse-

anthem is sung by the children. The piece I heard was in three-part

harmony, and the notes were not only correctly but charmingly sung.

Three years ago I recommended precentors to set about the forming

of such choirs. Since then a number have been formed, and are justi-

fying their existence by services rendered in church and school.

I trust the example given by the parish of Denny will be followed

by others, and that ministers and conductors generally will realise the

importance of training the young to become sweet singers in Israel.

Instrumental Music.

Whatever arguments may be brought forward for or against the use

of instrumental music in church, there can be no questioning the fact

of its increasing.

Personally I am in favour of instrumental music in church, and

what follows of my views will therefore not be misunderstood.

I heard nine instruments in all—viz., one organ and eight harmoniums.

The organ accompaniments were magnificently played. The^ com-

binations were very beautiful, and the organist paid every attention to

the expression given by the choir. I cannot give such unqualified

praise to the playing of the harmoniums.
In one or two churches the playing was good. In two cases the

instrument was thumped like a piano, and the combinations used were

simply hideous. In more than one case the playing was so bad that

it was impossible to tell what tune was being played. If instruments

are used in churches, steps should be taken to have them properly

played.

In one church I am certain the singing of both choir and people was

spoiled by the incapacity of the accompanyist.

I find that there is a widespread but misleading notion regarding in-

strumental music in churches. Many say that it improves the singing

of the congregation. This is true only of congregations capable of

singing without it, but it is not true of non-singing congregations. In

such cases, a good organ well played may cover defects of omission and

commission, but it can never remove them.
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Precentor's Work.

In former reports I had occasion to speak of a large amount of work
done at choir rehearsals and in congregational classes having no direct

bearing on the Psalmody.
I must again draw the attention of the Committee to the subject,

and ask them to consider whether anything can be done to make the

results of well-taught congregational classes more in keeping with the

object for which these classes are professedly formed.

A splendidly-sung service of sacred song at an evening concert, and
an indifferent rendering of the Sabbath service by the same choir,

indicate that the end—namely, the improvement of the Psalmody

—

has been lost sight of in the means taken to secure it.

Precentors have found out that choirs and classes attend better at

rehearsals, and take greater interest in the work when some special

piece is being studied with a view to public performance.

The pieces selected are generally Bible stories—such as " David,"
" Daniel," " Moses," " The Great Teacher," &c., set to simple music.

Unfortunately the music is not the music sung in our churches, and
hence the time given to the getting up of such pieces is thrown away
so far as the Sabbath service of song is concerned.

It may be said that the skill acquired by the singers in learning such

pieces as I have referred to, must in some way influence the singing

of the congregation. Undoubtedly it does, but not always for the

better. The singers, whilst acquiring skill, are also acquiring a taste

for music outside of, and altogether beyond, the music sung in our
churches.

But we cannot get over the fact that, in the meantime, Bible stories

set to music are popular with choirs and classes, and the question for

the Committee to consider is

—

Can Bible stories be made to help on the improvement of congrega-

tional singing 1

Knowing what is wanted, it appears to me that the right thing to do
is to meet the demand by issuing a series of Bible stories, set to music,

taken out of the Committee's own publications. By so doing all the

music taught in classes using the series would be available for the

Sabbath service.

NoN-WoRKiNG Precentors.

Whilst a large number of precentors carry on congregational classes

of some kind or another, there are many that do nothing whatever
beyond the training and conducting of their choirs

;
yet these men,

because they hold the diploma, have their churches visited annually,

and in proportion to the favourable character of the report on the con-

gregational singing—towards the improvement of which they have done
nothing—they participate in the " grants" made by the Committee.
More difference ought to be made between precentors doing nothing,

and precentors doing all they can, to carry out the schemes for the

promotion of which the grants were instituted.

I respectfully request the Committee to consider whether it would
not be an improvement on the present system, that all precentors par-

ticipating in grants should be required to teach a given number of
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Psalm and Hymn tunes to a congregational class of adults, or Sabbath-
school children, as one of the particulars to be specially reported on.

In anticipation of some such scheme being adopted, I have gone
carefully over the Tune-book, and arranged all the tunes in one or
other of six classes.

The tunes are so classified that in each class the teacher will have
only one thing to explain, and the pupils but one difficulty at a time
to overcome.

In each class the pieces are so numerous that, if the teacher but keep
to his subject, the pupils are sure to master one thing before they are
called on to practise another.

By this scheme of tune-teaching, any precentor who is able to read
the notes over, although he has little skill in teaching, comparatively,
will be able, in the course of two or three sessions, to take his class

through the whole of the Tune-book.
I have already placed the scheme in your hands ; and should the

Committee think of embodying it in the General Report, its publica-
tion will prove a boon to many precentors.*

There are generally more ways than one to attain a result, and there
is room for argument as to which is best ; but, in my experience, the
most direct, the least expensive, the most pleasant, and practically the
most instructive, is the one I have suggested.—I am, &,c.,

W. M. Miller.

* It will probably be produced separately at a small charge.



450 COMMITTEE ON TSALMODY AND HYMNS.

APPENDIX No. VIII.

EEPOPtT BY Mr JAMES SNEDDON, Edinburgh, with

Eeference to Congregational Psalmody.

13 Gladstonk Terrace, Edinburgh,
23c^ Fehruary 1880.

A. T. Niven, Esq.

Dear Sir,—During 1879 I visited, and reported on the Psalmody of,

seven congregations. The Psalmody in three of these churches deserves

to be classed as very good, two as good, and two as fair. In that which
I considered best, which may be called No. 1, the leader is a man of

some position and general culture, possessing at the same time a con-

siderable amount of tact and musical ability. The congregation is large

and influential ; the well-trained choir has in its membership represen-

tatives from all classes of the community, while a strong force of trained

singers are scattered through the church. These, with appropriate words
and music (for which ample provision has been made), seem to be the

conditions most favourable for a proper " Service of Praise."

In the congregation which stands second on my list (No. 2) the

enthusiasm is quite as great, and the training as good ; but the popu-

lation is thinner and of a more shifty character, so that the results of

good work done are not so apparent. In the interest which, personally,

and through his family, the minister manifests in all that concerns

church song, an example is set, worthy of all imitation.

In No. 3 the materials (if I may so speak) are quite as good, but love

of the work does not seem so general nor so great. The members of the

choir, including the leader, evidently belong entirely to the respectable

working class. It is to their credit, and is an evidence how much, of

recent years, a knowledge of music has spread among the masses, that

the choir singing is of a high character. The old and beautiful tune
" Dundee " is seldom to be heard better, or more expressively sung

than it was on the day of my visit. There is plenty of " voice " in this

congregation, but little or no part-singing outside of the choir. Phras-

ing and pronunciation also stand greatly in need of improvement.

In Nos. 4 and 5, classed as " good," the means to make the Psalmody
better are at hand. In the best of the two, increasing interest and
marked improvement were observable, when compared with what I

saw and heard in 1878. The choir seat had been raised, and, I think,

enlarged : consequently the " lead " was better. Intonation was,

in this church, wonderfully well sustained : as many as ten stanzas
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being sung without flattening, though there was no instrumental

accompaniment. The sound from the congregation, however, did not at

all represent the numbers present, and the music books outside of the

choir seat were few in number. To the other congregation (No 5)

these latter remarks apply even more forcibly, for it is larger and not
so scattered ; so that better things might reasonably be expected. Nor
did the choir singing seem to me so good as it could easily be made.
Of those churches classed as "fair" it maybe said that in one nearly

all the singing was done by the choir, in the other by the congregation.

The habit of the first of these is greatly to be deprecated ; with regard

to the other no fault can be found, provided a sufficient amount of

training has gone before ; of this, I am sorry to say, there was no
evidence.

Of the various heads under which marks are given, " Adaptation
"

still stands highest. Considering the facilities now at hand for good
Adaptation, it would be strange were it otherwise. Intonation comes
next, though it is a long way behind, and the discrepancies between
one congregation and another are much greater. " Balance of parts

"

and " Accentuation " come next, and are nearly equal. "Fulness of

voice " (pretty far down) is next, and " Expression " lowest of all.

It has sometimes occurred to me that fulness of voice in the congre-

gation has not hitherto had that value attached to it, that, considering

its importance, it ought to have. If a leader has only a choir to train

and conduct, all the requisites of good part-singing may be brought to

a high pitch with comparative ease, and so a good "general result"
may be obtained. It is when the constituents of church song are con-

sidered in connection with the grand essential— the congregational
voice— that difficulties arise, to the overcoming of which alone any
great merit can be attached. Leaders and Kirk-Sessions should, I

think, aim more and more at getting all the people to sing well and
skilfully.

Congregations seem gradually to be getting better acquainted with
the music provided for their use. As a proof of this it may be men-
tioned that in each of these seven churches an entirely different set of

tunes were heard. Among these were four minor tunes— viz., " St
Bride," "St Cross," "Felix," and "Dundee." Some of the others, as

"Eegent," "Triumph," "Pergamos," &c., are comparatively new, but
well fitted to take a permanent place in our church music. Great care

should, however, be taken in introducing new tunes. In those churches
where opportunities of having united rehearsal are few, it would, I

think, be well to introduce them very sparingly ; and a tune once
introduced should be frequently sung at first, so that the congregation

may have the opportunity of becoming acquainted with it. In such
churches the number of tunes that can be kept in " full song " is not
large. I heard only one chant, and two anthems, so that neither of

these seem to have taken such general hold as might, perhaps, have
been expected. One precentor complained of sameness in the common
measure tunes provided ; but I found that this gentleman could see

no beauty in "French," " Stroudwater," "St Thomas" and the like.

These tunes can well afford to wait till our friend can appreciate

them.

2 Qc
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The best Psalmody tliat, in these visits, I have heard, is still marred
to a considerable extent by want of attention to phrasing and pronun-
ciation. In one place, indeed, mi;ch ??e/s-directed attention has been
given to the last-mentioned item, and it has become stilted and un-
natural. Thus for "note" we had " naut," "tone" was " taun," while
"the "was always "thee." Want of attention is still, however, the
rule, and so "luck" could sometimes be heard where "look" was
printed. Several glaring examples of bad phrasing came under my
notice. The following is a specimen

—

" Thou hast bow'd the—dying head,
Thou the blood of—life lias shed,,
Thou hast filled a—mortal hier

—

Jesus, Son of—Mary, hear."

A pretty rapid rate of speed now seems general. In very few
cases, however, is the rate taken when starting a tune maintained to

the close. In some, the entrance of the voice of the congregation
serves to keep back the speed. In others, where the choir is strong
enough to take the people along, the time gets gradually quicker. Any
large body, once started, is difficult to control. Even in choirs, few
tunes are sung that could stand the test of a metronome. In Psalmody
(unless for special effects) a steady rate should as far as possible be
maintained ; and by cultivating a sense of time in himself, a leader
may do much to guide and direct it in others. This department,
therefore, belongs in a peculiar manner to the conductor. In one
church I was sorry to observe that choir and congregation had been
taught to double the length of the last three notes when concluding a
Psalm or Hymn, whether the words would admit of such treatment or

not. This, in my opinion, is a very bad rrde. It belongs almost
entirely to the theatre, and even there is known as "clap -trap."

Mendelssohn, one of the greatest of modern composers and conductors,
altogether condemned the practice, and called it sheer affectation.

In two of the churches the Sabbath-school had, at the time of my
visit, been given up for the season. In the others, work was in full

swing, the precentors evidently taking a lively interest in the musical
department. In all, the singing was general, sweet, and tuneful, but
only in two was there any attempt at part-singing. Church of Scotland
books were used throughout.—1 am, kc,

James Sneddon.
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APPENDIX No. IX.

REPORT BY Mr WILLIAM LITSTER, Aberdeen, with
Reference to Congregational Psalmody.

Aberdeen, ISth October 1879.
A. T. NiVEN, Esq., C.A.

Dear Sir,—I have now the pleasure of offering a few general re-

marks on the state of the Psalmody in the churches lately visited, and
upon which I have reported individually.

It is gratifying to find the post of precentor occupied in all cases by
men fully competent for, and deeply interested in, their work. But it

is much to be regretted that their efforts do not always meet with the

support they deserve. There is a general complaint on this score, and
it is difficult to see how progress is ever to be attained unless the

people interest themselves more. The efforts of your Committee are

all calculated to achieve great results ; but they presuppose that the
people will fall in with and support their schemes. If they do not,

then it matters little what qualifications the leader may possess, what
interest the minister may take, what books, what methods are in use.

Progress in this matter, as in all others, needs individual effort and
self-sacrifice ; and if our congregations are really in earnest about it

they must be prepared to make the needful endeavours after it.

Under the heading "Fulness of Voice" the degree of attainment is

in no case high, and in some cases, alas ! very low. In some cases it

would be more correct to describe this heading as "Absence of Voice,"

for there was little more than a dull murmur. In the separate reports

I have, in one or two cases, pointed out grounds for expecting an im-
provement by next visit. Meantime, I would point out that in all

cases the singing is worst in the morning service, and this notwith-

standing that the number of worshippers generally exceeds that of the

afternoon or evening by three to one. It may be that amongst this

larger number there is a body of country people whose opportunities

of improving themselves in musical practice are rare. But it arises

largely from the fact that people are never in proper condition for sing-

ing heartily on Sunday forenoon. Having had little previous exercise,

and having in many cases hurried to church shortly after the morning
repast, they are more in need of rest than fit for vocal effort. It thus

happens that it is always after sermon ere anything like heartiness is

reached. In the afternoon or evening one notices the difference—the
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]>eople at once settle down to the exercises, the first tune is as well
sung as the last, and altogether there is an absence of the stiffness

which characterises the morning's singing.

The subject of " Expression " receives a good deal of attention,

although it is confined in all cases but one to the choir. I trust I shall

not be misunderstood when I say that the use of expression is in many
cases a direct hindrance to the development of Fulness of Voice. In
cases where the body of tone is thin and weak the choir is its only
mainstay. In such cases where the choir attempts any departure from
its normal force, the people at once feel a want of a proper lead, and
they stop singing altogether ; or if not, they fall into a slower rate

of speed from which they cannot again be dragged. In a case where
the singing is all a dull level (but not artistic) piano expression in this

direction can go no further. I would therefore say, get good, honest,

hearty singing first, then introduce expression as the volume of tone
will bear it. Meanwhile accent, rhythm, and clear utterance of the
words can be studied ; and as elements in the general result, they are

quite as important as light and shade.

In several churches I found Anthems in use. These were sung by
the choir while the offerings of the people were being collected. Where
the anthem selected is within the capabilities of the choir, it may, no
doubt, be a means of edification, but where it is not it is apt to turn
away the thoughts of the worshippers from the subject of the anthem
to the question whether the choir will get through it without a

mishap.*
In other churches the time of collecting the offerings was occupied

by the choir in singing over some new tune about to be brought into

use. After being thus sung for several days, this tune would be used
in the regular service, and the people having been already made in

some degree familiar with it, would join in it even on its first intro-

duction into the service.*

Sunday-school singing is generally carefully attended to by the pre-

centors of the churches. It is well that it is so, for it needs some such
agency to keep hold of children from the time they leave school till

they are of age for adult classes. Singing in some form is taught in

many day schools ; but even if children are well taught there they will

lose it soon unless kept in practice. Precentors ought therefore to

follow up whatever day-school work is done in their district. Our
boys and girls of to-day are the staple of our choirs five years hence,
and time spent in fostering their talents and their taste is a prudent
investment of a precentor's time.—Yours, &c.,

Wm. Litstek.

* Surely these practices are not to be commended.—A. T. X.
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APPENDIX No. X.

ABSTEACT of the Intromissions of the Joint-Conveneh

of the Committee of the General Assembly on Psalmody

AND Hymns.

From olst Deccmhcr 1878 to dlst December 1879

CHARGE.

I. Balances due to and by tlie Committee at 31st December

lo/o—VIZ.: j^Aoc 11 R
Balance in Commercial Bank, . . ."

o i A
^^^^ ^* "^

Do. due by Messrs ]>lackwood, . _ • £lr2 3 10

Less proportion thereof due to Finance

Committee,.... ^4 2 2 „q , «

£524 16 2

I^educt

:

Balance due to Joint-Convener, . . £282

Fees received from 3 Precentors who had

not been examined at 31st December

1878, .... 1 10
283 12 7

' £241 3 7

II. Royalty receivable during year—viz.

:

1 On ' Scottish Hynmal,' for year to 31st December

1879, ^25S 12 1

Deduct : Half thereof payable to Fin-

ance Comnuttee in terms of General

Assembly's Deliverance of 25th

May 1878, . • • 129 60
i

2. On do. with Music for year to 31st

December 1879, .

3. On Combined Book for do.,

4. On Music for Psalms and Hymns for do.,

5. On Psalter for do., .

6. On Anthem Book for do., . . -- - „_o t

III. Examination Fee.s received, . • • • 13 13

IV. Collections, &c., received, . • • • 1/1-8

V. Inteuest on Bank Account for year to 1st November 1879, 2 6__4

Sum oe the Chauge, £533 3 3

Equalling the Discharge as on page 457.

£129 6
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DISCHARGE.

I. Extra Discount allowed to Purchasers of the Committee's Publications,
under the "Reduced Price Arraiif^ement,"— viz.,

On Sales by Messrs Nelson, for half-year to 30th June
1879, . . . . , . £2 10

Note.~T\iQ arrangement for supply of the Committee's pul>-
licatioiis at reduced rate was discontinued in Feljruary ISTii.

II. Expenses connected with Examination of Candidates for

tlie Diploma—viz.

:

1. Fees to Examiners, . . . £13 13
2. Travelling Expenses incurred by Ex-

aminers, . . . . 3 10

17 3

III. Grants to Precentors holding the Diploma, and
relative expenses of reporting on Congregational
Psalmody—viz.

:

1. Grants to Precentors, . . £1-22

2. Fees for Pieports on Congregational
Psalmody, . ." . 12G

3. Travelling Expenses, &c., . . 51 6

IV. Miscellaneous Payments—viz.:

1. Accounts for Printing, Stationery, and
Advertising, &c., . , . £108 12

2. Members' Travelling and other Expenses, 5 8

3. Expenses in connection with Precentors'

classes, . . . . 5 5

4. Half Fees returned to successful candi-

dates who had been examined pre-

vious to the fee being increased to

21s., .... 25
5. General Assembly's Deliverance,

6. Auditor's Fee, for Accounts for year to

31st December 1878,

7. Allowance to .Joint-Convener to cover

outlav for Clerks to 31st December
1879,' ....

8. Outlay bj' Joint - Convener for Post-

ages, &c., ....

12

2

42

2 4

2

299 6

168 9 r,

V. Balances due to and ey the Committee as at 31st
December 1879— viz.:

Balance in Commercial Bank, . . £162 10 3

Do. due by Messrs Blackwood, £146 9 5

Less : Proportion due to Fin-

ance Committee, . . 70 18 4
-

—

- 75 11 1

£238 1 4

Carry forwnrd, £238 1 4 £4S6 13 9
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Brouglit forward, £238 1 4 £486 13 9
Dnduct

:

Balance due to Mr Niven, *£191 1 10
Examination Fee on hand, 10

191 11 10

' This Balance arises on Payments of Grants to Precentors, &c.,
entered in Account, though made subsequent to close of Accounts ; the
drafts for payment thereof not being lield as drawn from Bank till the
year now current, ISSO.

46 9 6

Sum of the Discharge, £533
Eqiialling the Charge as on page 455.

Mr A TT ' ^""'^^"'>' ISSO.-I have examined the foregoing Account of the Intromissions ofMr AT. Niven, C.A., as Joint-Convener to the General Assembly's Committee on Psalmody
an.l Hyinns for year lh,9: assuming as before the accuracy of the rates of Knyalty paid

Z^^L^ I r'\ ^
i^^''*" *^°-\'P'^

the Account to be correctly stated and sufficiently vouchedand instructed; it closes with a balance of One hundred and ninety-one pounds one shil-

Account.
^^''"'' ^*^^^' ^'' ^°'^"^' '^''' ^° ^^' ^''"°' '"''J"'* ^" *''" explanation noted on the

GEORGE MURRAY, Auditor.



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THE COMMITTEE.

I.—EDITIONS WITH TUNES.

A 1. PSALMS AND PARAPHRASES. Minion Type, with Tunes, cut-

leaved, published at Is. tid.

Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at Is. 6d.

. TUNES ALONE of the above in Common Notation, jniblished at Sd.

Do. Sol-fa Notation, published at 8d.

, PSALMS, PARAPHRASES, AND SCOTTISH HYMNAL — in One
Volume. Minion Type, cut-leaved, pulilished at 3s.

Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at 3s.

PSALMS, PARAPHRASES, AND SCOTTISH HYMNAL — in One
Volume. Longprimer Type, cut-leaved, published at 5s.

, TUNES ALONE of the above in Common Notation, published at. Is. 6d.

Do. Sol-fa Notation, published at Is. 6d.

PROSE PSALTER, AND SELECTED PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE,
Pointed for Clianting. Minion Tj'pe, cut-leaved, published at 2s. 6d.

Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at 2s. 6d.

THE BOOK OF ANTHEMS. Crown 8vo, published at 4s. 6d.

Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at 4s. 6d.

THE BOOK OP ANTHEMS, PROSE AND METRICAL. Being the first

Part of above, jiublished at 2s. 6d.

Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at 2s. 6d.

THE SCOTTISH HYMNAL. Minion type, cut -leaved, with a Fixed
Tune to each Hymn, published at Is. 6d.

Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at Is. 6d.

THE SCOTTISH HYMNAL. Longprimer Type, with Fi.xed Tune for

each Hymn, whole page, published at 3s. 6d.

H 1. THE CHILDREN'S HYMNAL. Nonpareil Type, with Tunes, published
at l^d.

HH 1. Do. Music in Sol-fa Notation, published at lid.

H 2. Do. With Tunes arranged for four voices, published at Is. 6d.

II.—WORDS ONLY.

F 6. THE SCOTTISH HYMNAL, without Music. Large Type, bound in cloth,

red edges, publislied at Is. 6d.

F 7. THE SCOTTISH HYMNAL, withoiit Music. Bourgeois Type, cloth, red
edges, published at Is.

F 8. THE SCOTTISH HYMNAL, without Music. Minion Type, limp clotli,

I^ublislied at 6d.

F 9. THE SCOTTISH HYMNAL, without Music. Nonpareil Type, in paper
cover, published at 2d.

I 1. THE CHILDREN'S HYMNAL. In paper cover, published at Id.

AA 1.
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K E P E T.

The instructions given by the General Assembly of 1879 to your

Committee as to their work for the next year were contained in

the following portions of the Deliverance on their lieport :

—

" The Assembly receive with satisfaction the testimony in the Report
to the good, results accruing from deputations sent to various parts of
the country under the supervision of the Committee, renew their autho-
rity to them to arrange for such deputations in the coming year, and
recommend to ministers and presbyteries to take advantage of the
opportunities thus offered of promoting the spiritual interests of those
under their care.

*' The General Assembly are glad to learn that the new parish maga-
zine, 'Life and Work,' has been received with so much favour, commend
it to the people of Scotland, and especially to the ministers, kirk-ses-

sions, and members of the Church of Scotland, as a means of using the
great powers of the printing-press in connection with ordinary Church
organisations for the promotion of the great ends for which the Church
of Christ is instituted ; and further, the General Assembly learn with
satisfaction that the Magazine has been localised by means of supple-

ments in a large number of parishes.
" The General Assembly direct the Committee to continue their pre-

paration of a digest of past Reports, with the view of its being com-
pleted before the meeting of next Assembly."

The following portion of the Deliverance on the Home jNIission

Committee's Eeport also contained an instruction to the Christian

Life and Work Committee :

—

" The General Assembly have received with much interest the infor-

mation furnished by the sub-Committee of the Home Mission on the

encouragement of young men to undertake the ofSce of the ministry,

and the recommendations with which that Report concludes. The
General Assembly remit all the matters thus brought up to the Chris-
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tian Life and Work Committee, with instructions to endeavour to give
practical effect to the information and recommendations now submit-
ted, and to report to next General Assembly."

Your Committee have now to submit the following Report of

what has been done in obedience to these instructions :

—

DEPUTATIONS.

This branch of your Committee's operations continues to extend

in influence and importance. The object of deputations, as has

frequently been explained, is the promotion of Christian Life and

Work in co-operation with such parish ministers as have asked

the Committee personally, or through their Presbyteries, to assist

them in this way. Last year the number of deputations was

greater than in any previous year. Happily the funds available

were considerably augmented by a grant of £100, generously

made to the Committee by the Lay Association for this purpose
;

and they have thus been enabled to place the services of deputies

more freely than before at the disposal of Presbyteries and

ministers in various parts of the country. They have also received

as formerly a grant from the Royal Bounty for work among the

Highlanders.

As in former years, Gaelic services were conducted at Wick,

Fraserburgh, and Peterhead for the benefit of the Highland fisher-

men, who congregate at these stations in large numbers during the

fishing season. The deputies were the Rev. Messrs MacDougall of

Resells ; Robertson of Kilmorack; Black of Kilmory; J. Macgregor

of Lismore ; D. MacFadyen of Laggan ; Maclachlan of Tain ; Mac-

rae of Clyne ; and Mackay of Tongue. The services were much
appreciated by the fishermen ; and the deputies concur in think-

ing that it is on many grounds desirable that this work should

be continued. Your Committee are indebted to the ministers of

the parishes visited for much valuable support and sympathy.

Barra was visited by the Rev, T. Young of Ellon, who con-

ducted services for several weeks, chiefly among East Coast

fishermen, who are resident on the island for a part of every

year.
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" The importance of this work, both ecclesiasticallyand evangelically,"

says Mr Young in an interesting report, "is so great in my eyes that

I should strongly recommend its regular and vigorous continuance.

The moral etfect tells greatly in favour of the Church even in the eye

of strangers, and many of the fishermen are her children who are most

worthy of her considerate attention. Moreover, the visits of faithful

ministers from the mainland are not without their encouraging and
stimulating influence on Highland ministers, who often feel isolated

and forgotten."

At the request of the Presbytery of Caithness^ a deputation

consistino; of the Kev. Messrs Coullie of Pencaitland, Irvine

Eobertson of Clackmannan, and Duncan Campbell of Grahamston,

visited that district.

" Again and again," says one of the deputies, " I was told that

ministers and people found themselves greatly encouraged by the

visits of your deputation, and the hope was earnestly expressed that

your Committee would continue to send them ; and I must say the

heartiness both of ministers and people in the reception of your depu-

ties was most pleasant."

The other deputies express themselves in similar terms,

acknowledging in the warmest manner their deep sense of the

kindness which they received at the hands of ministers and

people, and their conviction that much good was effected, by the

blessing of God.

Thurso was visited by the Eev. George Wilson of Cramond

;

Tain, and surrounding district, by Eev. Messrs J. M. Mitchell and

H. Cowan of Aberdeen ; Chanonry, by Eev. Messrs James Dewar

of Arrochar, J. C. Eussell of Campbeltown, and Paton of Penpont

;

Dingwall, by Dr Charteris ; Montrose^ by Dr Eankin of Mu thill,

and Eev. Mr Buchanan of Langholm ; Brechin, by Eev. J. M'Mur-

trie, and Mr T. J. Wilson ; Stranraer, by Eev. Messrs T. Marjori-

banks of Prestonkirk, and Charles Grant of Dundee. It may be

mentioned that the deputies to Stranraer, as in the case of

Caithness, were received by the Preshytery, with whom they con-

ferred, and under whose advice the necessary arrangements

were made. Wigtown district was visited by the Eev. Messrs

Paton of Dumfries and Bruce of Banff; and Whithorn by the

Eev. Dr Lees.

Not a few of the deputies allude to the good they have them-
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selves received from refreshing intercourse with brethren with

whom they were brought into contact.

" The gain," says one, " is not wholly on one side ; and whilst those

amongst whom I have gone have invariably expressed their gratitude

for the fraternal interchange, no less readily do I express mine at the

cordial welcome."

All the deputies would appear to have carried out the general

suggestions of the Committee, as set forth in the Eeport for 1878.

" We specially tried," says one of the deputies to Wigtown, " to make
all connected with the Church of Scotland feel that we were there to

express the sympathy of the whole Church with each of its ministers

and congregations—sought to encourage more life, purity, and zeal,

and to indicate how our present Church organisation was calculated to

foster and direct them in the faithful service of Christ."

Another deputy, who visited a northern district, and who has

had considerable experience in work of this nature, says :

—

" In all my preaching and intercourse with ministers and elders, I

endeavoured to keep the following principles in view

—

" 1st, To preach on subjects calculated to quicken spiritual life, and
to strengthen men and women therein for Christ.

" 2d, To avoid, as far as possible, offending prejudice, either in the

form of the service or in the substance of the teaching, being specially

careful to avoid anything like rebuke for small congregations, or for

slight tokens of a prosperous Church.
'' 3d, To avoid praising the Church of Scotland to the depreciation of

Dissenting denominations, always speaking of her simply as a strong

branch of the Church of Christ, and referring to the good works and
spiritual prosperity of other branches of the Christian Church.

"4th, To be careful to show that the end of my visit was not an

authoritative investigation into the condition of the churches visited,

but that I bore a message of sympathy and goodwill and cheer from
the South, where the Church of Scotland is strong, to the North, where
she is struggling in weakness with great difficulties."

Your Committee would only add tliat, so long as the work of

deputations is carried on in the spirit above indicated, it cannot

fail to be a powerful means of gladdening and cheering the hearts

both of ministers and of people. The impression produced by the

detailed Reports which have been received is that much may be

done by zealous and prudent deputies to promote the best interests

both of the Church and of religion, especially in outlying districts

of the country, where ministers are to some extent deprived of

many of the helps and encouragements which exist in other

quarters.
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE, 'LIFE AND WORK.'

Last year your Committee were able to report that this period-

ical had been set agoing, and as its circulation appears now to

be established, it may so far be allowed to speak for itself

A year ago the monthly circulation stood at 72,000 ; it is now
82,000. This increase is especially gratifying, as at first copies

of the Magazine were, in many cases, ordered in anticipation of

their being sold ; whereas now the exact extent of the demand

has been ascertained, and the circulation is free and natural.

The number of parishes and chapel districts in which the Maga-

zine is taken on the minister's order is 647, being 27 more than

last year, and there are others which it reaches through book-

sellers,—but how many in this latter case the Committee cannot

ascertain exactly.

The local supplements continue to be a valuable channel of

parochial communication. As this idea was comparatively novel,

and was differently utilised by different ministers, the Committee

made a selection from the supplements, exhibiting as far as pos-

sible distinct features, and, with consent of the ministers who
prepared or edited them, circulated those selected among the

ministers of the Church. Another use which has recently been

made of the local supplements, is to insert in the Magazine

itself anything specially interesting or useful which may appear

in them.

Your Committee had the Magazine for 1879 bound up as a

volume, and advertised for sale. It was afterwards favourably

noticed in the principal Edinburgh, Glasgow, and j)rovincial

newspapers.

Your Committee, in conducting the Magazine, have been

assisted by a large correspondence with the ministers of the

Church. Their letters have been read and considered at the

monthly meetings of the sub-Committee appointed to examine

each number before it is issued.

The Magazine accounts were made up as at 30th September last,

that having been found to be the most suitable period of the
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year for closing. A summary of them is annexed. There appear

in it the receipt of £433, 13s. 6d. as advertising revenue, and the

payment of £177, 16s. on account of literary contributions.

The Committee's responsibilities have been greatly lightened

by the way in which the accounts have been met. There is hardly

any balance unrecovered on account of the first two quarters.

It has not as yet, however, been safe to calculate on any avail-

able margin of profit. The Committee have no capital to answer

any losses sustained, and a sub-Committee on Finance reported it

as therefore advisable to retain in hand a sum equal to two

months' expenses. Such a sum is not yet in hand.

Two new features have still to be mentioned. The one is

a supplement in Gaelic, conducted by a sub-Committee, con-

sisting of the Eev. Dr Clerk of Kilmallie ; Eev. Mr Blair of

Glasgow; and Rev. Norman Macleod of Edinburgh. The

monthly circulation is 2200, and many letters have been re-

ceived expressing satisfaction with the contents of the sup-

plement, and with this special effort to introduce the Magazine

into the Highlands. The other new feature is a supplement

for Soldiers and Sailors, the first number of which will, it is

expected, be issued during the sitting of the Assembly. The

idea has been pressed by officers connected with her Majesty's

services, and the editing of the new supplement has been remitted

to the Rev. Mr Paton of Dumfries, who was formerly an army

chaplain, assisted by the Rev. Mr Weir of Dumfries, and the

Rev. Mr Wilson of New Abbey. The Committee, of course,

cannot yet report any circulation. They can only trust that it

will be such as will justify their attempt to bring the Magazine

fairly within the reach of Scottish soldiers and sailors. They may

be allowed to add that, while they have undertaken to set these

two supplements agoing, they are unable to bear the expense of

carrying them on. Each of them will cost £50 annually—per-

haps more; and for this the Committee are depending on the

liberality of those interested in the special classes of readers for

whom the supplements are intended. It is hoped that subscrip-

tions sufficient to meet the expense referred to will be sent to

the Committee.
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DIGEST OF rOEMER EEPOETS.

This work has been completed, so far as regards the information

and the more valuable suggestions contained in previous Eeports.

But your Committee feel the necessity of submitting the whole

Digest to careful revision ; and considerable modification may be

required before the Digest can become, as suggested in last year's

Eeport, a Manual of Parochial Work. The Committee trust that,

if the Assembly should be pleased to leave this matter in their

hands, they will be able to present a satisfactory compilation

next year.

EEMIT FEOM THE GENEEAL ASSEMBLY OF 1879,

EESPECTING THE EnCOUEAGEMENT OF YoUNG MeN TO

UNDERTAKE THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY.

A narrative of the manner in which this subject came to be

remitted to the Christian Life and Work Committee is contained

in the letter which they addressed to all ministers of the Church

in March last :

—

" The Home Mission Committee of the Church of Scotland

reported to the last General Assembly, as the result of queries

issued by them to all the ministers of the Church, regarding the

encouragement of young men to undertake the office of the min-

istry, that they had heard of fifty promising lads, from twelve to

eighteen years of age, who were desirous, if they but had the

means, of qualifying themselves to enter the Universities, mainly

with a view to be ministers. They had also received the names

of thirty-one students in arts, intending to study for the ministry,

the greater number of whom were represented as likely to require

more or less assistance. In a ' Supplementary Eeport by the

Home Mission Sub-Committee ' it was stated ' that bursaries

{including grammar-school ones) exist throughout the country of

the annual value of about £794 '—of which, however, ' only about

£412 appear to be restricted to students studying for the Church

of Scotland.'
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" Taking into considercation the whole information received, the

Home Mission Committee recommended

—

" * 1. That the consideration of the claims of the Christian ministry

be pressed, both public^ and privately, on the members of the

Church when making choice of a profession for their sons, and that

both ministers and parents should, in the exercise of a wise discre-

tion, be encouraged to invite to this momentous subject the atten-

tion of such young men as, from natural ability, scholarship, and,

above all, personal piety, seem likely to become serviceable ministers

of the Gospel.
" ' 2. That, in the present state of education in the public schools

of the country, and especially in the Highlands and Islands, means
should be used for the establishment of grammar-school bursaries,

in order that those obstacles may be removed, which prevent the

abler lads of the poorer classes from reaching the Universities ade-

quately equipped for the successful pursuit of their studies.

" ' 3. That information as to all bursaries at present attainable be

extracted from University Calendars, and all other sources, and

circulated among the ministers of the Church.
"

' 4. That all Church of Scotland bursaries be administered on

one system of examination by a representative body, the examina-

tions to take place simultaneously at the various local centres.

" ' 5. That very special inquiry be made as to the scholarship and

character of the fifty lads who are represented as ready to enter the

Universities with a view to the ministry.'

" The General Assembly remitted ' all the matters thus brought

up to the Christian Life and Work Committee, with instructions

to endeavour to give practical effect to the information and re-

commendations now submitted, and to report to next General

Assembly.' "

Your Committee accordingly, after careful consideration,

framed the letter above referred to, bearing chiefly upon the

encouragement of properly qualified young men, in all ranks of

society, to undertake the ofiice of the ministry, and with a special

appeal to families of the upper classes to turn the thoughts of

their sons to this subject. The letter was so written as to be

suitable for being placed by ministers in the hands of parents or

guardians and young men. A very evident response to such an

appeal is hardly to be looked for— at least so soon after it has

been made ; but the Committee will be glad to report to the

Assembly of a future year any results of which they may learn.
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In regard to grammar-school bursaries—that is, bursaries for

the maintenance of boys attending the " secondary " schools of

towns—the Committee, in the letter referred to, intimated their

opinion that these are even more needed than bursaries for

students at college ; that their number should be increased

;

and that, so far as the funds may be administered from a centre,

that centre should be the Home Mission Committee.

In regard to college bursaries, the Committee were able, on in-

formation kindly furnished to them by the Professors of Divinity,

to make the following statement :—
" In Edinburgh University, there are upwards of £1100 drawn

every year by students of divinity, or by those who, while

students of divinity, gained a divinity scholarship continuing for

a year or two after they leave the Hall. It is not, indeed, con-

fined in every case to the Church of Scotland ; but all students of

the Church are eligible for every one of the bursaries, and, as a

matter of fact, very few others compete for them. In the

University of Glasgow there are bursaries and scholarships,

confined to students of divinity, to the amount of £1096 an-

nually ; and other bursaries, for which divinity students are

eligible, to the amount of £484 annually ; in addition to which,

there are scholarships which may be held in the Faculty of

Divinity, as well as in other Faculties, to a much larger amount.

In Aberdeen there appear to be bursaries and scholarships to the

amount of at least £813 : and in St Andrews to the amount of

£380."

The Committee were unanimous in opinion that college as

well as school bursaries, if administered by a Committee of the

Church, should be in the hands of the Home Mission Committee.

They felt, however, that this is a question which it is for the

Assembly to decide.

With regard to the fifty young men who were represented as

ready to enter the Universities with a view to the ministry,

and into whose scholarship and character the Assembly was

pleased to instruct this Committee to make very special inquiry,

it appeared, as a year had elapsed since the Home Mission Com-

mittee obtained their information, that the instruction of the

Assembly would be best carried out by requesting all ministers
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acquainted with young men who, if assisted pecuniarily, wouhl

study for the ministry of the Clmrch of Scotland, to furnish the

Committee (not for publication) with their names and addresses,

and with information as to their age and social position, char-

acter, present stage of study, and the amount of help needed.

The Committee have now in their possession, in a tabulated

form, the desired information regarding 47 young men; and it

is impossible to read the statements of the ministers who have

furnished this information without coming to the conclusion that

some at least of them would be a real gain to the Church and

to religion if assisted to become ministers. About one-third of

the whole number have been at College, and of the remaining

two-thirds almost all have studied Latin, and the greater number

have some knowledge of Greek.

Your Committee respectfully submit the foregoing Eeport of

their past year's labours, leaving it to the Assembly to instruct

them, if they are to be reappointed, as to any action to be taken

with reference to the matters reported on, or any others the Assem-

bly may remit to them. In all that they have done in past years

they have had no other desire than to be helpful to Christ's cause,

through the organisation of the National Church, and in strict

accordance with the instructions of the General Assembly. They

trust that they have been the means of bringing together, and

laying on the table of the Assembly, valuable information and

suggestions from the ministers and presbyteries of the Church of

Scotland. They would respectfully express the hope that work

of this kind will not readily cease, or be regarded as accom-

plished, but will be continued with such modifications as the

circumstances of the Church and the country may require. They

may also be allowed, in closing their Eeport, to point out one

direction in which it has been suggested that their work might

be further prosecuted. There are at present many Young Men's

Associations in connection with the Church of Scotland, most of

them in large city parishes ; but the field does not extend beyond

the particular parish in each case. A central Society, designed

for the improvement of young men, with branches throughout

the country, presided over by the parish minister, and perhaps
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including the Associations already in existence, would, it is

thought, be a much more powerful means of good. It is obvious,

however, that such a Society could only be formed after commu-

nication with the ministers of the Church, and if the Assembly

see fit to authorise the Committee to correspond with them, and

the result appear to warrant further progress, the Association

might be established.

^ote.—Interesting confirmation of the value attached by Christians

of other communions to such queries as those which the Committee
have been authorised to issue, reaches them from time to time. To
mention only the most public among recent instances, the lately ap-

pointed Bishop of Lichfield (Dr Maclagan), has addressed to the in-

cumbents of his diocese " articles of inquiry," many of which are the

same as the queries of this Committee, in regard to Bible-classes,

communicants' classes, methods of retaining the young under religious

instruction, attendance on ordinances, intemperance, family prayer, and
the means of interesting the parishioners in Foreign Missions.

Deliverance of the General Assemhly on the foregoing Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-second day of May, One thousand

eight hundred and eighty,

—

The which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted, inter alia,—
The Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Christian

Life and Work, which was given in and read by Mr M'Murtrie, in

place of Dr Charteris, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to :

—

The General Assembly receive the Report, thank the Committee,

and reappoint them,

—

The Rev. Professor Charteris, D.D., Convener; the Rev. John
M'Murtrie and the Right Hon. Lord Polwarth, Vice-Conveners,—with

instructions to continue their labours, and power to add to their

number.
The Assembly are glad to learn that so many deputations have been

sent to various parts of the country under the supervision of the Com-
mittee, and to receive the testimony given in the Report as to the

benefits thence accruing. They learn with pleasure that a donation of

£100 from the Lay Association has admitted of much more being done

in this field than in former years. They authorise the Committee to

arrange for similar deputations during the coming year ; and recom-

mend to Ministers and Presbyteries to take advantage of the oppor-

tunity thus offered.

The Assembly are glad to hear of the increasing circulation and satis-
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factory position of the magazine ' Life and Work ;
' and to learn that

so many ministers find it beneficial to localise the magazine. They are

also glad to hear of the new Gaelic Supplement, and the Supplement
for Soldiers and Sailors ; and trust that these two supplements will gain

a large circulation among the readers for whom they are respectively

and specially adapted.

The Assembly direct the Committee to continue their preparation of

a Digest of past Reports, and to submit to next Assembly the Manual
proposed by them.

The General Assembly authorise the Committee to correspond with,

the ministers of the Church with reference to the proposed Young
Men's Association, and to establish such an Association if found prac-

ticable.

The General Assembly approve of the diligence of the Committee in

inquiring into the matters remitted to them last year in connection with

the Home Mission Committee's Eeport, and in advocating the claims

of the ministry. They trust that, as one result of the Committee's

appeal, an increasing number of young men from the upper ranks of

society may be led to give themselves to the ministry of the Church.

They would also be gratified to see grammar-school bursaries increased

through the liberality of friends of the Church; and they would ap-

prove of this Committee, if furnished with funds from any source,

assisting young men, in carefully-selected cases, to study for the

ministry.

And further, with the view of eliciting fuller information on this

and other closely-allied subjects, they instruct the Committee to send
down to Kirk-Sessions through Presbyteries the following query :

—

QUERY.

How can the efficiency of the Church be promoted in relation to the

following points 1—
(1.) Increasing the number, without lowering the qualifications, of

competent candidates for the ministry and the mission-field.

(2.) Developing and utilising, within the constitution of the Church,
the special gifts of ministers—such as aptitude for organisa-

tion, or power of effective address on Missionary, Evangelistic,

Temperance, or other kindred subjects.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of tJie

Church of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI Eccl. Scot
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APPENDIX.

I. ABSTEACT op the TREASUEEE'S ACCOUNTS for the

Year commencing 1st May 1879 and ending 30th April

1880.

CHARGE.
To Balance in Bank at close of last Year's Account,

II Subscriptions received to this date,

II Interest on Bank Account to oOtli Aj^ril 1880,

Sum of Charge,

£2-2 16 7
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II. SUMMARY OF THE MAGAZINE ACCOUNTS for the

PERIOD FROM IST JANUARY TO 30tH SEPTEMBER 1879.

REVENUE.
Copies sold :—664,229 at lOd. per dozen,

Less Publisher's commission tliereon at 10 jier cent,

And charges for books per agreement,

Copies in stock :—5157, will realise 9d. per dozen,

Revenue from advertising,

£230 12 8

1 13 5

Total Revenuk,

£2306 7 1

232 6
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REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS,

1879-80.

The General Assembly's Committee on Sabbath Schools now
present their Thirtieth Annual Eeport, showing the result of

this year's inquiry within all the Synods of the Church. The

state of every School within the various Presbyteries will be

hereafter published ; this it is not possible to accomplish before

the meeting of the General Assembly, as many of the returns

from Presbyteries, and even from Parishes, are not received

until a few days before the time at which it is necessary to close

the Report, in order that even an abstract may be submitted to

the House. This is a difficulty with which the Convener has

annually to contend, and for which there does not seem to be

any effectual remedy. It is gratifying to be able to state that

this year's Report, though still in some points not entirely

satisfactory, is nevertheless the best and most complete which tlie

Committee have ever been able to submit for the consideration

of the General Assembly. For the first time every Presbytery

is represented; some of those too long conspicuous by their

absence have this year responded to the inquiries addressed to

them. Still, notwithstanding every exertion on the part of those

who prepare the materials for this statement, there are 5G

non-reporting Parishes and 34 without tfchools. "i he number

of such parishes seems, however, to be gradually diminishing

;

but that 90 should be tabulated in this Report as remaining

silent, or as having no Sunday Schools, indicates only too

clearly how much still remains to be done. The most consider-

able increase this year is witliiu the bounds of the t'^ynod of

Lothian and Tweeddale, and next in order is the ^ynod of Aber-

deen and the Synod of Glasgow. In Glasgow and Ayr the

number of Schools reported has diminished, but the attendance

has risen from 67,486 to 69,969. It will be observed that in

another Synod, Dumfries, there is also a decrease in the number

of Schools, with an increase in the number of scholars. In

two Synods only, Ross and Shetland, is there a decrease in

attendance. This is accounted for in the case of Shetland by
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the fact, that no Convener for Sabbath Schools now appears to

be appointed in terms of the directions of the General Assembly ;

returns from Presbyteries being sent direct to the Convener of the

Assembly's Committee. It is desirable that the Synod of Shet-

land would return to their former practice, under which the

returns were more satisfactory than at present.

From the General Abstract at page 10 it will be observed

that tliis year there are 62 additional schools, witli an increase

of children in attendance of 12,599. In no year since this

inquiry was instituted, has so great an addition been recorded,

it may be referred to as a proof of the growing acceptance of

the system, and the vitality and development of the Church.

The Committee have also pleasure in pointing out that under

all the heads of inquiry there is an increase more or less

marked. They particularly call attention to the large increase

of numbers attending adult classes. Last year 38,797 were set

down; this year the number is 44,5.57; increase, 5760. Total

increase in number of Scholars 18,359. A considerable portion

of this addition is due to the new query of this year, which

has brought into view the interesting fact that there are many

Classes attended by Senior Scholars taught by Elders and

others not Ministers. It would be difficult to over-estimate

the value of such classes, while it may be affirmed with confi-

dence, that all Christian Ministers would be the first to hail

with cordial satisfaction their greater increase and development.

This year we are reminded that the greatest triumphs in the

religious instruction of the neglected young were not achieved by

Ministers. A hundred years ago the Sabbath School system was

originated in England by Mr Robert Itaikes of Gloucester, and

next month the centenary of the system will be kept in London.

All denominations will then meet on common ground, and after

so long an experience will unite in testifying to the value of the

system, and describing how much it has done to manifest the

glory and advance the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Mr Eaikes had

no other call to the benevolent enterprise which he originated

and so long maintained than his profound sense of his responsi-

bility to God, and an earnest desire to instruct the ignorant and

care for those whose lives had been one long neglect. If our

eyes were fully opened to our responsibilities, if we saw the wide

fields of usefulness which invite us on every side, we would hear

far more of classes taught by Elders and others not Ministers,
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and that column in your Committee's Report would exhibit re-

sults which would fill us all with still greater joy and thankful-

ness. The circumstances of these times, moreover, are such as

to give rise to grave anxiety. The Christian education of the

young in our Public Schools is no longer cared for as in times

past. If not prohibited, it is notoriously placed at such a dis-

advantage that the temptation is great either to neglect it alto-

gether or to impart it in a careless and indifferent way. To meet

and counteract a growing evil we need to collect and organise all

our resources, and it is specially desirable to enlist in the cause of

religious education a far larger proportion of the educated mem-
bers of society. In this direction a beginning has evidently

been made, but it is only a beginning. Would that we could

call into action the undeveloped resources which surround us,

and persuade many of those not yet interested to engage in a

work which carries its own reward with it.

For many years the Committee have devoted much attention

to the formation of Sabbath School Libraries. Within the

last fifteen years they have either originated or maintained 130

such Libraries, and in this direction have done, as the correspon-

dence of the Committee amply testifies, a great amount of good.

A fresh impulse has been communicated to many of the Schools,

and heads of families sharing in the privileges of their

children, have been led to recognise that the Church exercises

a watchful care over the religious education of the young.

No one, however, can look at tlie returns presented by the

present abstract without observing how much remains to

be done in the way of providing books, which the children

attending our schools might read with pleasure and profit.

Of our 1961 Schools, 565 are stated to be without Libraries
;

and while the Committee have this year established seven-

teen Libraries in different parishes and chapels, and have

expended in this way more than a half of their annual

income, in this direction the work goes on but slowly,

the field is obviously too extensive to be occupied by your Com-
mittee with the very limited resources at their command, and it

is time for the Church to take more vigorous action by establish-

ing a Society of its own somewhat similar in constitution to the

Religious Tract Society of London, so that books suitable for

the use of children might be obtained more leadily than at pre-

sent, and at a smaller expenditure of money.
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Your Committee liavc recently, by the death of Mr George

Gray, Minister of Eothes, been deprived of the services of one

of the most respected and most usefid Conveners of Synod.

From the first Mr Gray took a deep interest in Sabbath Schools,

and did much to promote their success within the bounds of

the Synod of Moray. His annual reports were always models

of accuracy and punctuality, while the valuable suggestions he

made, and his readiness at all times to co-operate with the

Committee, were of signal service, and are now gratefully ac-

knowledged. The Committee also regret to know that after

this year they are to be deprived of the valuable services of Mr
James Wilson, Minister at Aberdour, Convener for the Synod

of Aberdeen, who can no longer devote so much of his time as

formerly to the duties of his office. It is only necessary to con-

sult the Eeports from the Synod of Al)erdeen during sevei'al

years past, to be convinced of the increasing prosperity of the

Sabbath Schools within the bounds. Much of this development

has been due to the labours of Mr Wilson and the Conveners

of Presbyteries associated with him in the work.

The sum collected this year in the various Sabbath Schools

for Missionary purposes amounts to £2126 2s 9^d, A few

years ago the sum reported was little more than ^9400, but this

column has been annually increasing, till, as reported this year,

it has risen to upwards of £2000 ; and while this is a distinct •

gain to the Church, the value of such contributions is enhanced

by the belief that a love for Missions, and a disposition to give

liberally for their support, is growing in the minds of the young

and rising generation, and it is reasonable to hope that the fruits

of this early training will appear many days hence and bring in a

rich harvest. While making these observations it is only right

to point out that the increase in the contributions for Missionary

purposes is this year the smallest which has been reported for

some time, and is in special contrast with the sum tabulated

in last Eeport ; then the increase was £146 ISs 0|d, this year it

is limited to £10 9s 5|d. The most considerable falling off is

within the Synod of Angus and Mearns. It is to be hoped that

another year will witness a much more marked increase in the

amount collected in our various Schools for Missionary

purposes. £20l0 seems a considerable sum, but distribute it

over our 247,729 sch - ars and teachers and it at once becomes

'Apparent how little as yet been accomplished, and how much
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more might be expected from this great Christian Association.

Threepence per annum from each of our teachers and scholar

woukl yiekl £3096 12s 3d ; sixpence per annum would give

£6193 4s 6d. Is it too much for us in all our Schools to aim at

the larger sum ?

In the Report presented to the General Assembly of 1 876 an

account was given of the origin and progress of the Sunday

School system in Scotland, and as this year is to be observed as

the centenary of the same system in England, a very brief state-

ment of the origin and progress of the system in the sister

country may not be regarded as out of place. It is only giving

honour to whom honour is due to connect the origin of Sunday

Schools in England with the name of Mr Eobert Kaikcs, who
was born in the city of Gloucester on the 14tb day of September

1735. His father, a man of enterprise and intelligence, was the

founder and proprietor of the Gloucester Journal, nmi\\ in order

of time among provincial papers, and in size at the date of its

first publication scarcely larger than a sheet of foolscap. Great

as was its ultimate success, the Gloucester Journal was not estab-

lished without a hard struggle, and one of its greatest difficulties

was occasioned by an encounter with the House of Commons.
At the beginning of the eighteenth century Parliamentary re-

porting was strictly prohibited, and for having the temerity to

publish certain proceedings in the House of Commons, the

proprietor of the Gloucester Journal was brought to the bar

of the House, where on his knees he received a rebuke from

Mr Speaker, and was ordered to be discharged out of custody,

paying his fees. The columns of the journal bear ample evi-

dence that its proprietor was a philanthropist as well as a

man of business. Wherever a good cause was to be advocated,

or an abuse exposed, it was never silent. Charitable objects

were often aided by the publication of their claims and the

gratuitous advertisement of their subscription lists, and, most

notable of all, to this paper belongs the distinctio of having

directed attention to the deplorable condition of the prisons of

England, and the miseries inflicted on those so unhappy as to

be shut up in them. This was long before John Howard com-

menced his labours, and it is not impossible that he may have

derived the idea of his memorable enterprise from the columns

of the Gloucester Journal. It was to the ownership of this

paper that Mr Eobert Eaikes succeeded on his father's death in
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September, 1757. At the age of two-and-twenty he became its

sole editor and proprietor, and succeeded also to the manage-

ment of a general printing and publishing establishment, and it

was soon seen that he inherited, not only his father's business

talents, but a double portion of his benevolent and charitable

spirit. It has been truly said that the Sunday School system

in England originated in Gloucester gaols. It was while visit-

ing these horrible retreats, in their former condition a disgrace

to any nation, that Mr Raikes learned not only pity for

the miserable, but the direct connection between ignorance and

crime, and became convinced how vain it was to contend

with the consequence without doing something to remove

the cause. To improve the condition of the prisoners

in Gloucester gaols Mr Eaikes laboured patiently and

unostentatiously for years, and was earnest in their behalf,

both through the channel of his newspaper and by personal

application to his friends. Here is one extract from the

Gloucester Journal which at once indicates the depth of its

proprietor's sympathies, and contains the germ of those principles

which he afterwards carried out into action in another field.

After stating that in one week sixty-six persons had been com-

mitted to Gloucester Castle, a decayed and dilapidated building

which served as a county gaol, and lamenting that the prison

was so full that all the gaoler's stock of fetters was exhausted,

and the smiths hard at work casting new ones, he continues,

*' The ships about to sail for Botany Bay will carry about one

thousand miserable creatures who might have lived perhaps

happily in this country had they been early taught good prin-

ciples, and to avoid the danger of associating with those who

make sobriety and industry objects of ridicule." There can be

little doubt that the labours of Mr Raikes were the direct

sequence of his philanthropic work in Gloucester gaols. He
had often had occasion to observe the profound ignorance in

which the great majority of the prisoners had been suffered to

grow up to maturity, in an utter contempt of wholesome

restraints, and a professed disregard of all the sacred duties of

religion ; and he was led to reflect how great would be the

benefit if any method could be devised for improving the young

and rising generation around him, by laying them under proper

restraints and instilling some good principles into their minds.

The immediate circumstances which suggested to his mind the
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iustitutioa of Sunday Schools, as one means of contending

against vice by removing ignorance, have been detailed by Mr
Raikes himself He says in a letter dated June 5th, 1785,

" The utility of an establishment of this sort was first suggested

by a group of miserable little wretches whom I observed one

day in the street where many people employed in the pin manu-

factory reside. I asked an inhabitant whether these children

belonged to that part of the town, and lamented their misery

and idleness. ' Ah, Sir,' said the woman to whom I was speak-

ing, ' could you take a view of this part of the town on a Sun-

day you would be shocked indeed; for then the street is filled with

a multitude of these wretches, who, released that day from employ-

ment, spend their time in noise and riot, cursing and swearing

in a manner so horrid as to convey to any serious mind an -idea

of hell rather than any other place.' " It was this conversation

which determined Mr Raikes to do something to prevent such

a deplorable profanation of the Lord's Day, and at the same

time promote the reformation of the young delinquents them-

selves. Having found four persons who had been accustomed

to instruct children in reading, he engaged them to teach such

children as he should send to them to read the Scriptures and

the Catechism of the Church, and with the aid of the clergyman

of the parish, the Rev. Thomas Stocks, who entered fully into

his views, the city of Gloucester soon began to wear a very

different aspect on the Lord's Day. " Instead of noise and

riot, all was tranquillity and peace ; instead of quarrelling and

fighting as heretofore, there was concord and harmony ; the

children gradually imbibed principles of honesty and truth, of

modesty and humility ; instead of loitering about the streets in

a state of indolence as painful to the observer as to themselves,

they were now seen in decent regularity frequenting places of

public worship, evidently much happier than in their former

state of irreligious idleness." Much of this great change was

due to the personal superintendence and unwearied attention of

Mr Raikes himself. It was his custom every Sunday morning

to inquire minutely into the conduct of the children, and by the

judicious distribution of praise or blame, and the bestowal of

little rewards, to promote the great work of reformation which

he had so happily begun. Such was the origin and the first

fruits of the Sunday School system in England. Let us now

for a moment glance at its 'progress.
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After his plan liad been in operation for al )Out three years,

Mr Kaikes, in a letter to a friend, thus records his sense of the

good done :

—
'' The numbers who have learned to read and say

their Catechism is so great that I am astonished at it. Upon
the Sunday afternoon the teachers take their scholars to church,

a place into which neither they nor their ancestors ever entered

with a view to the glory of God ; but what is yet more extra-

ordinary, within this month these little ragamuffins have in

great numbers taken it into their heads to frequent the early

morning prayers, which are held every morning in the Cathe-

dral at seven o'clock. I am generally at church, and after service

they all come round me to make their bow, and, if any animosi-

ties have arisen, to make their complaint The suc-

cess which has attended my scheme has induced one or two of

my friends to adopt the plan, and set up Sunday Schools in

other parts of the city ; and now a whole parish has taken up the

object, so that I flatter myself in time the good effects will be-

come so conspicuous as to be generally adopted." This expec-

tation Mr Raikes lived to see realised. The knowledge of the

system originated in the year 1780 was, through the medium of

newspapers and magazines, speedily communicated to the public,

inquiries poured in on him from various quarter,s,'and so rapidly

did the system spread that before Mr Eaikes' death he had the

happiness of seeing his benevolent scheme everywhere adopted.

It met with the marked approval of the heads of both Church

and State, and even the celebrated political economist Dr Adam
Smith commended it as a plan than which none "promised to

effect a change of manners with equal ease and simplicity since

the days of the Apostles." Many interesting anecdotes are related

of Mr Raikes when he had retired from active business,

'
' When that which should accompany old age,

As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends,"

were his. One day nearly thirty years after the establishment

of Mr Raikes' first school there came to visit him in his retire-

ment a young Quaker named Joseph Lancaster, to whose

energetic efforts was due the formation of the Association

afterwards known as the " British and Foreign School Society,"

for giving week day instruction to the children of the poor.

Many were Lancaster's inquiries as to the origin of Sunday

Schools. At last, after answering his questions, Mr Raikes

led his visitor through the thoroughfares of Gloucester to the
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spot in a back street wliere the first school was held. " Pause

here," said the old man ; then uncovering his head and closing

his eyes he stood for a moment in silent prayer. Then turning

to his visitor he said, " This is the spot on which I stood when
I saw the destitution of the children and the desecration of the

Sabbath by the inhabitants of the city. As I asked, ' Can
nothing be done ?' a voice answered, ' Try.' I did try, and see

what God hath wrought. I can never pass by the spot where the

word ' Try' came so powerfidly to my mind without lifting up
my hands and heart to heaven in gratitude to God for having

put such a thought into my heart." Well might there be in-

scribed over his grave when he died peacefally full of years and

lionours, " When the ear heard me then it blessed me ; and when

t;:e eye saw me it gave witness to me ; because I delivered the

poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to

help him. The blessing of him that was ready to perish came
upon me ; and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy (Job

xxix. 11, 12, 13)." Many centenaries have been kept among us,

the centenary of a mighty musician, of a great poet, and a

renowned preacher, but not one more worthy than this which

will soon be kept in the sister country in memory of Kobert

Eaikes, the originator of the Sunday School system in England
;

he has long since gone to his reward, and heard the greeting,

" weU done, good and faithful servant," but his memory is still

fresh and beautiful, it remains to stimulate us in our labours,

and to help us to believe that God will bless them. Let us not

then be weary in well doing, since we know that in due season

we shall reap if we faint not.

The Convener cannot conclude without tendering his heart-

felt thanks to all Conveners of Synods and Presbyteries, who

have aided him in his labours ; nothing has been wanting on

their part to make this Eeport complete and satisfactory.

J. G. YOUNG, Convener.

MoNiFiETH Manse,
17tli May, 1880.

Note.—In addition to what has been said above, the Committee have
much pleasure in stating that when this Report was submitted to

the General Assembly it was proposed to send a copy of it to every

Sabbath School Teacher. The means of doing so were furnished by
a subscription among the lay members of the House, and thei

generous kindness is hereby gratefully acknowledged.
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When the above Eeport was given in and read to the Vener-

able The General Assembly, the following deliverance was

moved, seconded, and unanimously adopted :

—

" At Edinburgh, the 21st day of May, 1880 :

" Which day the General Assembly of tlie Church of Scotland

being met and constituted, inter alia,

" The Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Sab-

bath Schools, which was given in and read by Dr Young, Con-

vener,

" The Assembly approve of the Report, and recoi'd their thanks to

the Committee and Convener, and to the large number of Sabbath

School Teachers (17,376) engaged in this department of the work of

the Church,

" The Assembly renew in all its parts their former directions to

Presbyteries and Synods as to the appointment of Sabbath School

Committees within the bounds, commend their diligence hitherto,

and at the same time repeat their injunctions to the Parishes

which have not answered the inquiries addressed to them to be

more diligent in future in furnishing information.

" The Assembly having had brought under their notice in the Re-

port that this year the centenary of the institution of Sabbath

Schools in England will be celebrated, express their sympathy with

an occasion so interesting, and authorise their Committee on Sab-

bath Schools, if they shall see cause, to appoint a deputation of their

number to attend the centenary meetings to be held next month in

London.

" Finally, the Assembly feeling deeply the importance of attend-

ing diligently and carefully to the Christian education of the young,

commend the whole subject to the watchful care and supervision of

the subordinate Courts of the Church,

'^ Reappoint their Committee on Sabbath Schools, Dr Young to be

Convener.

" Extracted from the Records of the Genei-al Assembly of the

Church of Scotland, by
" JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Ecd. Scot."



STATISTICS
SHEWING

THE RETURNS
FROM THE

VARIOUS PRESBYTERIES AND SYNODS
DQRING THE PAST YEAR.

The fiist column gives the number of Schools ; the second, the Scholars on the Roll ; the
third, theaverao;e attendance of Scholars ; the fourth and fifth, the number of Teachers, Male
and Female ; the sixth, the nixmher of Sabbrttli School Libraries ; the seventh and eighth,

the number who attend Adult Classes for Keiigious Instruction ; the ninth, the amount col-

lected for Missions ; and the tenth. Contributions.

I. SYNOD OP LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALE.
Rev. H. M. M'GiLL, North Esk, Convener.

1 . Presbytery of Edinburgh.

Rev. John Young Scott, Buccleuch Church, Convener.
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II. SYNOD OF MERSE AND TEVIOTDALE.

Rev. M. H. Graham, Maxton, Convener.

8. Presbytery of Dtmse.

Rev. George Cook, B.D,, Longformacu?, Convener.

493
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11. Presbytery of Jedburgh

Kev. John Stevekson, M.A., Bedrule, Convener.

Teachers.
Attend, at

Adult Classes.

Parishes.
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III. SYNOD OF DUMPHIES.

Rev. David Landale, Applegarlh, Convener.

14. Presbytery of Lochmaben.

Rev. William Brodie, E.D., Kirkpatrick-Juxta, Convener.

Parislies.

Applegarth & Sibbaldbie 2
Daltoii, . . . 1

Dryfesdale, . 1

Hutton and Corrie, 2

Johnstone, . . 1

Kirkmicliael & Garvell, 3

Kirkpatrick-Jiixta, 2
Lochmaben, . . 1

Moffat, . , 1

Moiiswald, . . 1

St Mungo, . . 1

Tundergarth, . . 1

Wamphray, . 1
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Parishes.

Kirkpati-ick-Flcming,

xVIiaaieVjie, .

Ivutlnvell,
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IV. SYNOD OP GALLOWAY.

Rev. John Colvin, Kirkmabieck, by Creetowr, Convener.

19. Presbytery of Stranraer.

Rev. John M'Guffie, Stramaer, Conveuer.
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J aiishe ;.

Balmaghie,
Borgue,
Buittie,

Oarspbairn,

Castle Douglas,
Corsock,
Crossmichael, .

Dairy, .

Girthon, .

Kells, .

Kelton, .

Kirkcudbright,
Parton, .

Rerrick,

Tonglaud,
rwynholm, .
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Teachers.

Parishes.

Monkton,
Muirkirk,
Newton-on-Ayr,
Ochiltree,

Patna,

Quivox, St,

Kiccarton, .

Sorn,

Stair, .

Straiton,

Symington,
Tarbolton,

Annhaiik,
Troon,

Wailacetown,

-S tt;

<<

3
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Teachers.

^b
Pari.she^.
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VI. SYNOD OP ARGYLL.
Rev. Neil M'Michael, Craignish, Convener.

30. Presbytery of Inveraray.

Rev. Neil M'Michael, Convener.
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Parishes.

Jura, .

Killarrow, .

Kilchoman,
Kildalton,

Colonsay,
Oa.

Kilmeny,
Portnahaven,

33. Presbytenj of Isla and Jura.

Eev. John M'Gilchrist, Killarrow, Convener.

2 a
d O

Teachers.

<< s (2

Attend, at
Adult Classes.

OR O

£ s. d.

5 127
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VII. SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIRLING.

Eev. John Wilson, M.A., Methven, Convener.

36. Presbytery of Dunheld.

Kev. Thos. Rutherford, B.D., Dunkeld, Convener.



REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. 509



510 REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Teachers.
Attend, at

Adult Classes.

Parishes.

<< S •5-1
a j5So

£ s. d.

Carronshore,
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43. Fresbytenj of Kinross.

Rev. Wii. Peters, M.A., Kinross, Convener.



512 llEPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Parishes.

Falkland,
Freuchic,

Flisk,

Kettle, .

Kilinany,

Logic,

Monimail,
MooDzie,
Newburgb,
Springfield,

Strathmiglo,
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52. Presbytery of Fordoun.

Rev. John Brown, Bervie, Convener.
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54. Presbytery of Kincardine-0'Neil.

Kev. Andrew Ritchie, M.A., Coull, Convener.

Teachers.
Attend, at

Adult Classes.

:~ sc-s

Parishes.

« S C-i 0:3

Aboyne,
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59. Freshytery of Turriff.

Rev. A. J. Milne, LL.D., Fyvie, Convener.
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Parishes.

Grange, .

Huntly,
Keith, .

Marnoch,
Mortlach,
Newmill,
Ehynie,
Hothiemay, .

Teachers.

53 W)-3

Attend, at
Adult Classes.

o

1
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65. Presbytery of Elgin.

Rev. James Mackie, D.D., Alves, Convener.

Attend, at
Teacher?. Auult Classes.

:a ct";

Parishes.
.-, S in «

<< 2 (il €3

Alves,
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69. Presbi/tery of Dingwall.

E.ev. John W. Tolmie, M.A., Contin, Convener.
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72. Presbytery of Tongue.

Rev, T, Mackat, B.D., Tongue, Convener.

Attend, at
Teachers. Adult Classes.

w^

Parishes.
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75. Presbytery of Ahertarff.

Rev. Alexander J. Macquabrie, Dancansburgh, Convener.

Teachers.
Attend, at

Adult Classes.

Parishes.

£ s.

Ballachulish and Coran
of Ardgour,

Boleskine & AbertarfF,

Fort Aiigustus,

Diincanshnrgb,
Glengarry, .

Kilmallie,

Kilmonivaig,
Laggan,
Urqiiharfc & Glenmor

30

None.
None.
1 22
1 116
2 38
1 17
No Return.
None.
1 80

Glenmorriston, [riston] No Return.

A Parish Library open to Children,

15

91

30
14

35

76. Presbytery of Skye.

Rev. John Haggart, Locbcarron, Convener.

Bracadale, .
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XV. SYNOD OF ORKNEY,

Rev. William Spaek, Kirkwall, Convener.

79. Presbytery of Kirkwall.

Rev. AViLLlAM Spark, Kirkwall, Convener.
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XVI. SYNOD OF SHETLAND.
Rev, James K. Sdtherland, M.A., Nortbmaven, Convener.

82. Presbytery of Lerivick.

Eev. &. E. Saundeks, M.A., Lerwicki Convener.

Teachers.
Attend at

Adult Classes.

Parishes.

Bressay,

Dunrossness,
Lerwick,
Quarff,

Sandwick,
Tingwall,

o
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Dr.

1879-80.

Contributions for 1878-79, per
Report of 1879, page 64, . £63 ] 6

Balance from ditto, per ditto, 131 10 11
Interest, . . . . 2 8 9

£197 1 2

Cr.

By Accounts for Priutin
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REPORT.

The Committee on Indian Cluirches have much satisfaction in

submitting a favourable Eeport to the General Assembly for

the past year. No casualty by deatli or sickness has, during the

year, been reported to your Committee ; and the vacancies

noted or contemj)lated in last year's Eeport have been filled up.

Consequent on the retirement from the Indian service of the

Eev. James Williamson, on his being elected minister of the

Dean Church, the Eev. Alexander Ferrier, M.A., was confirmed

as Assistant-Chaplain on the Church of Scotland's Indian staff.

In a communication to the Convener from the Eev. G. G.

Gillan, Senior Chaplain, Calcutta, your Committee learn that Mr
Terrier is at present stationed at Peshawur, a large military

station on the frontier, and he embraces in his field of duty other

small contiguous stations. Should Mr Ferrier's services be

required in the course of military operations in Afghanistan, he

is in a position to render them speedily available.

Mr Gillan states that Mr Ferrier is doing very good work,

especially in connection with a large base hospital for the sick

and wounded.

The Eev. Mr Manson continues on duty with the 92d High-

landers in Afghanistan; and it having been represented to Mr
Gillan that the 92d and 72d are not likely to be much separated

for some time, Mr Manson will, as far as possible, do duty for

both regiments. The accompanying extract is from a letter

received by the Convener from Mr Manscm, dated Cabul, 5th
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April 1880 :
—" This force is ncnv a very large one, and with the

72d, 92d, and the Presbyterians in the other corps and batteries,

I have quite an enormous charge to look after, I had to wait a

little before being able to secure a building for voluntary Sunday

and week-day services, but this difficulty soon cleared up, and all

departments of work now go on vigorously, as if we were in

Indian cantonments. . . . There was much urgent work to l)e

done among the wounded and dying in December last."

Consequent on the above arrangements, the Eev. James JoUie,

whose efficient services with the 72d Highlanders were noticed

in last Eeport, has returned to Madras Presidency, and is now

officiating at Bangalore, the Rev. William Forrest Archibald

having been transferred to Secunderabad.

It is with deep regret that your Committee have to report the

sudden death, in April last, of tlie Ptev. J. M'Alister Thomson,

whose arrival in Scotland, on furlough, after completing seventeen

years' service in India, was noticed in last Report.

Mr Thomson had been unanimously elected assistant and

successor to the minister at Burntisland, and had applied for

permission to retire from the Indian service on his full pension.

A few days after his induction, and whilst conducting public

worship in the parish church, Mr Thomson became suddenly

unwell, and died in course of the same evening.

Shortly after the occurrence of this sad event, a vacancy on

the Bencjal ecclesiastical staff of the Church of Scotland was

intimated to the Convener, with a request that the name of a

gentleman qualified to fill the vacancy should be forwarded, in

order to be submitted to the Secretary of State for India. The

name of the Rev. John Taylor, B.D., assistant at Lamlash,

Arran, was submitted for Lord Cranbrook's approval, and on

Saturday, 24th ult, the Convener received notice from the India

Office of Mr Taylor's nomination. They hope that Mr Taylor's

appointment, and his ordination and induction by the Presby-

tery of Edinburgh, will follow in due time, and that he will

proceed to Calcutta in course of the summer. They trust that

Mr Taylor may enjoy health and comfort in the important sphere

to which he has been appointed, and wish him God-speed in his

interestinu' labours.
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Your Committee report that the Kev. Alexander Walker, senior

Chaplain, Madras, is still on furlough. With that exception, and

the Calcutta vacancy in process of being supplied, your Com-

mittee believe that all the members of the present staff of Church

of Scotland Chaplains in India are doing duty at the various im-

portant stations which have been assigned to them. At several

stations where, your Committee regret to state, no provision is made

for the regular supply of ordinances by Government Chaplains, the

Church of Scotland continues to be indebted to the kind, efficient,

but necessarily only occasional, services of missionaries belonging

to her own communion, as well as to other Churches. To all these

gentlemen the cordial thanks of the General Assembly are due
;

whilst the Assembly cannot but deeply regret the necessity for

the Church having recourse to their brotherly offices, in the midst

of their own proper duties, in order to supply religious privileges

to many who look to her for these in a far distant land.

The stations of Meerut, North-West Provinces, and Mhow,
Bombay Presidency, continue under the efficient ministry of the

Rev. James Henderson, M.A., and the Rev. John Morrison, both

connected with the Colonial Mission. The cordial thanks of the

Assembly are due for this timely aid in circumstances where the

absence of a minister of the Church of Scotland would otherwise

be deeply felt.

Your Committee would earnestly solicit the attention of the

younger ministers of the Church to the concluding remarks of

their Report for 1879.

There can hardly be a more interesting and important field of

ministerial usefulness than that in which the Chaplains of our

Church labour in India ; whilst the appointments they hold are

coupled with many advantages overbalancing the drawbacks

that may be conceived to be connected with them, but which

seem to act with a repellant power on the minds of aspirants to

ecclesiastical preferment.

The terms and emoluments of the Chaplain service in India

have been frequently laid before the Church by your Committee,

in their annual reports, and through other channels.

On appointment, the Assistant-Chaplain receives a free passage

to India. His rank in the service dates from the sailing of the
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vessel in whicli he takes his passage, and his service dates from

his arrival. On reporting his arrival in India, he at once

enters on a salary of lis.500 per mensem. Should his duties be

assigned at one of the Presidency scats, an additional monthly

sum for house rent is allowed. As the Chaplains' duties lie very

much with British regiments and members of the civil and

military services in India, as a rule they are stationed in the

healthier localities ; and are entitled to one month in six of

privilege leave, which may accumulate to three months, if not

demanded, affording opportunity for an extensive excursion, even

to England

!

After ten years' service, or on promotion, the Assistant-Chaplain

becomes Chaplain, with Es.800 per mensem, with an additional

staff allowance on becoming Senior Chaplain. After seventeen

years' service in India, and three years, which may be used as

furlough, in course of his service, tlie Chaplain retires on a

pension of £365 per annum.

Provision is also made, through the several funds established hj

Government, for widows and children. Such advantages cannot

be found in any other sphere of ministerial duty connected with

the Church of Scotland. Taken together with the important and

interesting nature of the duties associated with them, tliey form

inducements to enter the Indian ecclesiastical service, that young

men may well seriously consider.

In name and by authority of the Committee,

G. COOK, D.D , Conrcncr.
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Extmct Ddicernncc of tin: General Assenthlj/ of the Church of

Seot/'Oid oil the forefjointj llrjiort.

At Edinbiiiyli, the twenty-tiftli clay of May, Eighteen

hundred and eighty.

Which day the General Assembly uf the Church of Scotland

l)eing met and constituted, inter cilia, the General Assembly
called for the lieport of the Conmiittee on Indian Churches,

which was given in and read by Dr Cook, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to

—

The General Assembly approve of the Eeport ; reappoint the

Committee, with powers as before.

The Asseniljly learn with satisfaction the efficient state of the

Ecclesiastical Staff in India, and rejoice that our countrymen
now engaged in active military operations in Affghanistan enjoy

the benefit of regular religious ordinances ; and that the spiritual

wants of the sick and wounded in hospital are provided for.

The Assembly, whilst lamenting the inefficiency of the Indian

branch of the Church fully to meet the recpiirements of Her
Majesty's Tresbyterian subjects serving in India, renew their

grateful acknowledgments to the Missionaries of our own and
other branches of the Church of Christ in India, and to all who
are deeply interested in aiding them, as far as other duties

permit, in affording the lienefits of religious ordinances to many
stations that would otherwise be deprived of such blessings.

The Assembly record their profound sympathy with the family

of their late esteemed Chaplain, Mr Macalister Thomson, who
was suddenly removed by death on the threshold of a n,evv

sphere of important ministerial labour on which, after his long

and faithful services in India, he had entered.

The General Assembly thank l)r Cook, the Convener, for the

long and important services which he has rendt^'ed iu connection

with this Committee.
The General Assembly instruct the Ami}- and Navy Chaplains

Committee to defray the expenses necessarily incurred in the

management of the Indian Churches Committee.

E.etracted from the llecords of the Gemral Asscmhhi of

the Church of Scotland, hy

JOHN TULLOCH,
CJ. Eccl. Scot.
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E E P E T.

The year which the Eeport now submitted in some measure

reviews has not been, on the Continent any more than in Great

Britain, one of marked spiritual movement. There are few

striking features to present, few tales of remarkable aggressive

work to record. But it must not, therefore, be inferred that no

progress has been made, that the ReformedChurches with which

a friendly correspondence is maintained have not been prose-

cuting their mission with vigour and success. The statements

which follow prove that there is much in the retrospect of the

twelve months to inspire with thankfulness.

In France, the agencies conducted outside, although in full

sympathy with, the National Eeformed Church, not only keep

the ground they have won, but are enlarging the sphere of their

labour. Nearly ten years have passed since Mr M'All began

his work in Paris. What is the position of that work to-day ?

Let the Rev. Mr Dodds, Mr M'All's colleague, answer. Writ-

ing three months ago, he says :

—

" In many ways the work has been deepening in Paris during the

past year. We have in all 120 meetings during the week. These con-

sist of meetings for adults, for young people and children ; Bible-

classes, mothers' meetings, &c. The people in many of even the most
abandoned districts of Paris begin to show an increasing attachment to

their rhmion. A bond of lasting value is thus formed between the

missionary and his hearers ; and we have sought recently to strengthen
it by adding Bible-classes, in which evangelical pastors of neighbour-

ing parishes may gain a lasting influence over the hearers, and thus
finally add them to their churches.
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" We have been enabled, during the past year, to do a little for the
many villages around Paris, where the Gospel has never been heard,
and where the Bible is an unknown book. In one small village where
an effort was made, the result has been the continuation of the work in
the shape of a regular service on Sunday and a Sunday-school. This
might be done in almost all the hamlets and larger villages which sur-

round the capital.
" Our Mission consists of 32 stations, 23 of which are in Paris, 3 in

Bordeaux, and 2 in Boulogne-sur-Mer. The entire cost of the Mission
is a little over £5000 per annum. When one reflects that every inciden-
tal expense is reckoned in this, and that the heavy rents of the stations,

as w^ell as the stipends of those who receive a salary for their services

are comprised, it will be seen that the cost is not great. With in-

creased resources, much more might be done. The people are not only
well disposed, but eager to hear the truth."

The extracts from Mr Dodds' letter thus given prove that the

interest of the people of France in Christian truth, referred to

in last year's Eeport, has not subsided. Another evidence of

this is supplied by the results of the visit paid to France by the

Eev. Dr Somerville. That venerable minister of Christ—who
four years ago resigned the active duties of his Glasgow pastor-

ate that he might devote himself to the office of an evangelist,

and, at a period of life when most men crave rest, undertook

new and arduous toils in a spirit of truly catholic zeal—visited

France for the purpose of ministering to the English-speaking

people there resident. He was induced, however, to extend his

labours to the French ; and although unable to preach to the

people in their own tongue, by means of interpreters he ad-

dressed thousands in Paris and the provinces. The places of

meeting were casinos, theatres, skating-rinks, &c. ; and never had

such assemblies been known in France as those which gathered

to hear the Gospel preached by him. The remarkable thing

is, that there was never the slightest disturbance of order : that

those who came to the meetings ready to stir up strife never

found an opportunity of doing so. All controversy was avoided
;

and Dr Somerville's mission has shown not only that there is

intense desire for spiritual instruction in the hearts of multi-

tudes in France, but that the Gospel can be proclaimed without

hindrance, if only matters of strife are shunned, and the Gospel

is preached in its simplicity and fulness.

The Central Society of the National Church has received the
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grant, now for many years accorded, of £200. The Assembly

will be interested in the statement of M. Lorriaux, the agent of

the Society, whose advocacy of its cause at last Assembly will

be gratefully remembered.

When we consider the present religious condition of France, the

words of the Lord, in Isaiah Ixiii. 4, come up to our minds and hearts :

" The year of my redeemed is come." God makes this fact manifest

to us, in the first place, in emancipating us from all restrictive legisla-

tion. In the month of January three laws were prepared or voted

by the Chambre, and soon will be passed by the Senate. These three

laws might be called the tripod of our religious liberty.

1. In the future, to hold meetings or conferences in any locality a

declaration will be sufficient, instead of an authorisation which is re-

quired by the actual law.

2. The same modification of the law is applicable to regular religious

meetings.

3. The Article of the Concordat which put it in the hands of the

priest to consecrate the cemeteries is abrogated and repealed. This
is most important, for until now the priests consecrated the burial-

grounds and then obliged the Protestants to be buried in the spot

left apart for criminals and suicides. Nobody can say how much
misery and humiliation that situation brought upon our Protestant

people.

God shows us this year is an accepted time for our people in inclin-

ing the hearts of many, and amongst them some of the most influential

minds, to accept the Gospel of Christ.

A few days ago, Jules Favre, who was born in the Catholic Savoy,
died. For the last few years he had concentrated his soul upon reli-

gious meditation and study. He sat regularly in our Reformed
Churches in Paris and Versailles. He had married a Protestant and
pious woman, and before dying he declared that he had become a
member of the Pteformed Church, and that nobody but his friend the

pastor of Versailles would speak at his funeral service.

The members of the Government, the senators, the deputies, the
members of the Institut, were present at the service, which took place

in the Protestant Church of Versailles. They heard a faithful affirma-

tion of our great Gospel doctrines, and M. Ferry and other members of

the Cabinet were so deeply moved that they could not refrain from
tears.

An immense impression was produced on the audience. M. Allen,

the Maitre de Vordre des avocats, who is a clerical man, said to M. Passa :

" Monsieur le Pasteur, Jules Favre was right in leaving to you the care

of presiding over this sad ceremony. Nobody could have done it with
more earnestness and effectiveness."

Throughout the whole country minds are stirred by this event,

which meets with the approbation of a great many.
To that important fact I add this significant declaration of the

president of one of our courts in Paris. Speaking to a member of

our Committee, the General de Chabaud le Tour, he said :
" You are
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happy, sir, to belong to a religion whicli your conscience and heart

allow you to practise."

If we consider the working class, "we are struck with the large num-
bers that come to the M'AII meetings, and with the earnest attention

with which they listen to the addresses which are delivered to them.
The M'AU work has been adopted by the different Protestant

Churches of Paris. Bible-classes have been organised in each meeting
place, and many join the Church after attending the classes for some
time.

Look also at the movements which spring up in every direction, and
by which several thousands of people are actually breaking up their

connection with Rome and asking to join our Protestant Churches.

At St Just (department de I'Oise) between six and seven hundred
Roman Catliolics attend the Protestant conferences, which are held

regularly in the old Catholic church. They offer to contribute to the

erection of a chapel. A gentleman of the locality offered 500 francs

(£20) for that object. The Societe Centrale will adopt this station if

God sends us the necessary funds.

At St Gemnie, a smaller place, about seventy people are earnestly

attending the Protestant services, which are held in a barn which has

been appropriated for that use. The Societe Centrale has adopted this

station.

In Brittany a new field is open to us : we want to enter into it.

At Bersillies, near Maubeuge, a movement has taken place, of which
the ' National,' a free-thinking Paris paper, says :

" Le 29th Decembre
dernier on vit arriver au simple Protestant de Maubeuge une vingtaine

de personnes : hommes, femmes, et enfants. C'etait une deputation de
la commune de Bersillies, le maire en tete, qui venait prier M. Poulain

le pasteur Protestant (M. Poulain is one of our agents) d'aller les evan-

geliser chez eux. Le ministre evangelique les accueillit tres-cordiale-

ment, leur donnant rendezvous au dimanche suivant. Le culte a eu
bien provisairement a la mairie en attendant qu'en soit autorise a le

faire dans I'eglise abandonnee."

We are in presence of such movements in every one of our stations
;

and new movements will spring up if the present ones are attended to.

Our Society, which has established Protestant worship in a great

many thermal stations in France, is asked to do the same whei'e it has

not yet been undertaken. An immense spiritual good is done by such
ministrations.

We are asked to open new Protestant schools. The legislation which
will give a Idique character to our national education, will make it

necessary for us to have in many places Protestant institutions. This
will be a great blow to Roman iniiuence, which will thus be banished
from every Government school.

We are asked to found a new Ecole Preparatoire de Theologie in the

south of France, on the model of the prosperous one we have in Paris.

Many of our young men are desirous of entering the ministry ; but
some of those who live in the south are kept away from it because

Paris is too far and too expensive ; we meet that difficulty by estab-

lishing an Ecole Preparatoire at Tournois (Ardeche). But it will be
expensive.

In resume, and to speak in figures, it is necessary for us to have
£400 more than last year to meet the above demands.
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The Committee are sure that the General Assembly will

hail with satisfaction the assurance of good work being done

contained in M. Lorriaux's Report. Few societies are more

efficiently and economically administered than the Central

Society—the home mission of the National Church. Through

its operation, and the operation of the Evangelical Society of

France, with other agencies, the fact is to be recorded—and it

is a very remarkable one—that during 1879 evangelistic meet-

ings have been begun in more than twenty towns in France.

Is not this an encouragement—is it not an invitation—to help

a work so interesting and so hopeful as the religious enlighten-

ment of France ?

With regard to Italy, the Committee have to express their

deep regret that Signor Prochet, the indefatigable President of

the Evangelisation Commission of the Waldensian Church, was

prevented, by sickness, from visiting Scotland in the early

period of this year. He arrived in London in January, but

symptoms of a serious nature having shown themselves, he was

ordered to return without delay and seek a complete rest from

mental labour. " I had come," he wrote, " for a long campaign,

as the wants are great and the years bad. But I had no sooner

begun, than my nervous system, which I thought quite above

these frailties, suddenly gave way. I am to be sent to a secluded

part of Italy, where no letter is to come for at least four weeks.

Before I go, and in order that I may have a tranquil mind, I

want to know if I can count on the usual help." The Com-
mittee had voted the annual sum of £200, and they were able

to relieve the anxieties of Signor Prochet, whose complete restor-

ation to health all friends of Italian Missions must desire.

The Eeport of the Evangelisation Commission is hopeful in

its strain. It represents the whole peninsula as, more or less,

comprehended in its operations. It speaks with warmth of

gratitude of the progress of the Gospel in many parts, espe-

cially in Sicily. It says that still it is the day of small things,

but God's blessing is not withheld from the work carried on in

its 89 churches, 32 stations, and 78 occasionally visited places.

Says the Pteport

—
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" We have always been able to close our annual record with a hymn
of praise ; this year we have reason both to open and close with such.

From the depressed state of affairs in many countries, we had felt con-

strained to issue a circular to our agents, announcing the possibility

either of a curtailment of operations or of a reduction of salaries ; but
not only have we been spared both painful alternatives, but have also

been enabled to purchase a handsome little church for the congregation

at Verona ; church and school-premises at Grudizzolo ; and to set aside

more than 10,000 lire for buildings elsewhere. At Rome and Palermo
we have places of worship in course of preparation, and we are nego-

tiating for the purchase of churches at Milan and at Naples. These are

certainly wonderful things that the Lord has done for us ; but as God
works by means of men, we ought, while we render all the jjraise and
glory to Him, not to forget the gratitude due to the brethren of other

lands and other Churches, who have sustained us in our time of

difficulty."

The Church of Scotland has always evinced a lively interest

in the ancient Waldensian Church. The Assembly, therefore,

will be pleased to learn that the movement, originated two

years ago by Dr Eobertson, of New Greyfriars', Edinburgh, and

set before last Assembly in eloquent terms by a deputation from

the General Presbyterian Council, towards supplementing the

wholly inadequate incomes of the Waldensian pastors, has

made some progress during the past year. Of the £12,000

which it was contemplated to raise, upwards of £4000 have

been subscribed; and considering the scarcity of money for

some time, the result is encouraging. It is earnestly hoped

that before the parting of the General Presbyterian Council

next autumn, the whole sum contemplated will be realised.

The Conimittee watch with sympathy all Christian work in

Italy. They regret that, in presence of the Papacy, there should

be sometimes the appearance of disunion among Protestants.

But, for the most part, all engaged in the same labour, although

serving under different organisations, work in charity. The

Free Italian Church is active ; the Wesleyans and Baptists

also are active. An interesting work has been carried on for

the last three years, chiefly in Sicily, by two ex-priests of the

Church of Eome, who, working independently of all denomina-

tions, believe that they have thus the means of teaching

Eomanists who might be repelled from the agents of a Pro-

testant Church.
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The Committee, unable to assist with pecuniary grants other

societies than those previously mentioned, have observed with

satisfaction some tokens of increased vitality in Continental

Churches. More particularly, they have pleasure in calling

the attention of the Assembly to the first ordinary general

Synod of the nine older provinces of the German empire, which

met at Berlin on the 9th October last. It met in obedience to

a summons of the Emperor through the Ober Kirchenrath, and

its proceedings were discussed with a keenness of criticism

which showed the importance attached to it in the public mind.

One of the most important subjects considered was the re-

ligious state of the city of Berlin. It was stated that of the

million of population in the city, 850,000 are Protestant. " In

London," said Dr Stocker, the Court preacher, "there are 2500

persons for each church ; in New York about 2000. Here, in one

large section of the city, there are only 24 pastors to 600,000

souls. And the result of this state of things we have before us

in the gigantic increase of social democracy in Berlin which

seeks to dissolve all human and all divine order, and contemns

the ordinances of baptism and of marriage." A general Church

collection was ordered in support of this mission. The As-

sembly will welcome the token afforded by this meeting of

Synod of new energy in the old and ever- to-be-honoured

Eeformed Church of Germany.

The last General Assembly instructed the Committee "to take

such steps as shall insure the progress of arrangements for the

General Presbyterian Council to be held in Philadelphia during

the autumn of 1880, and to be ready with a list of delegates

from the Church of Scotland to be submitted to next General

Assembly."

The Committee have now to report that, in obedience to this

instruction, they communicated with the ministers and elders

who represented the Church at the last meeting of the General

Council, and with other ministers and elders, with the view of

presenting such a list of delegates as might command the con-

fidence of the Assembly. They regret that they cannot submit

names sufficient to cover the proportion in the membership of

2z
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the Council to which the Church is entitled—viz., twenty-six.

The declinatures of nomination have considerably exceeded

the acceptances ; and it is especially to be regretted that the

greater number of the elders applied to have engagements at

home incompatible with the duty of attending the Council.

The Committee, however, have satisfaction in placing before the

Assembly the names of the following ministers and elders who
have intimated their willingness to serve the Church—viz., Pro-

fessor Flint, D.D., LL.D. ; Eev. AVilliam Robertson, D.D., New
Greyfriars', Edinburgh ; William Henry Gray, D.D., Liberton

;

J. Marshall Lang, D.D., Glasgow ; James Dodds, D.D., Glas-

gow ; Henry AV. Smith, Kirknewton ; Charles M. Grant, B.D.,

Dundee ; Professor Mitchell, D.D., St Andrews ; Professor

Charteris, D.D., Edinburgh; Professor Lee, D.D., Glasgow;

Alex. T. Niven, Esq., C.A. The Assembly will be gratified to

learn that Professors Elint, Mitchell, and Charteris have ex-

pressed their readiness to read papers in the Council.

The Committee ask leave to complete, if possible, the number
of delegates, to grant the requisite authorisation to the delegates

in name of the Church, and generally to take such action as

may be deemed advisable towards an efficient representation

in the Council. The General Assembly will remember that, in

terms of the constitution of the Council, there can be no inter-

ference with the principles of the Churches in the alliance, or

with their external and internal relations ; and the Committee

are assured that the Assembly will unite in the prayer that,

respecting this condition of union, the proceedings of the Coun-

cil may be inspired by the spirit of love and power and of a

sound mind, and that its result may be the furtherance of true

religion, and the promotion of charity and mutual esteem among

all the Churches and communities represented.

The Committee have received as the fruit of the collection

appointed by the General Assembly on the l-lth September of

last year, contributions from 351 parishes and churches, making

a sum of £880, 14s. Id. With this sum they have been able to re-

new the grants made on previous years to Continental Churches,

and to defray the other expenses of the year, while the debt
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standing against tliem has been reduced from £639, Os. 6d.

to £231, 12s. 4d. Contributions from non-contributing parishes

—even although the sums were small—would enable them to

realise an amount sufficient, in some measure, for the duty of

the ensuing year. May they appeal to the sympathy and cor-

dial support of the Church ? May they hope that the clergy

will commend their work to those to whom they minister ? The
Church of Scotland claiming the privileges cannot divest herself

of the responsibilities of her position in the great family of

Reformed Churches.

In name and hj ajjpointment of the Committee,

JOHN MARSHALL LANG, D.D.,

Convener,
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STATE of the Intromissions of the Secretary to the Com-

mittee of Assembly on Correspondence with Foreign

Churches.

From olst December 1878 to olst December 1879.

CHARGE.
I. General Collections, Donations, &c., received through General

Collector, . . . . , . ^ . . £880 14 1

II. Balances due by, less due to, Committee at 31st December 1879—

Balance due former Sub -Committee on Summer
Stations, ...... £250

Grants to Central Protestant, Soc. and Waldensian
Mission Board, unpaid at 31st December, . 400

Note.—Since paid.

Balance due Secretary, . . . . 13 2 3

£663 2 3
Less balance due by Bank, . . . 431 9 11

231 12 4

Sum of the Charge, . £1112 6 5

DISCHARGE.
I. Balances due by, less due to. Committee at 31st December 1878

—

Balance due former Sub-Committee on Summer Stations, . £2,'')0

Grants to Foreign Churches, &c. , . . . . 450
Balance due Secretary, . . . . . . 52 8 1

£752 8 1

Less balance due by Bank, .... 113 7 7

£639 6

II. Grants to Foreign Churches, viz. :
—

1. Annual Grant by Committee to Central Protestant Society
of France, for year 1879, . . . £200

2. Annual Grant to Mission Board of Waldensian
Church, for year 1879, . . . 200

400

III. Interest on Bank Account for year to 31st October 1879, . 9 16 4

Carry forward, £1048 16 10
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Brought forward,
IV. Miscellaneous Paymknts, viz. :—

1. Account to Messrs Blackwood & Sons for Printing Report,
and proportion of charge for binding Vohime, £9 12 9

2. Expenses in connection with Collection, viz. :
—

1. Account to Messrs Blackwood for printing
Pew-Bills, . . . £26 17 6

2. Outlay by them for Postages
and Carriages of do.

,

. 12 13 4

3. Fee to Mr G. B. Wilson for

taking charge of Collection, 6 6
4. Fee to Clerk for addressing

Collection Notices, . . 10 6

5. Cost of sheets of printed Ad-
dresses of Ministers repaid
Mr Wilson, . . . 110

47 8 4

£1048 16 10

3. Auditors' Fees, vix. :

—

1. Fee for Audit of Accounts, 1878, £110
2. Fee for Auditing Collector's

Books for 1878, and tabulat-

ing Contributions, &c., . 3 3

Deduct Fee for auditing Col-

lector's books for 1877,
ch.arged in last Accounts
in error.

£4 4

2 2

Extract of General Assembly's Deliverance,

Account to George Robli for printing Circular,

Account to A. Ritchie & iSon for jirinting

Notices of Meetings, Post-cards,

Account to Robertson & Scott for advertising
Meetings, .....

Outlay by Secretary for Travelling Expenses,
Postages, and Incidents during the period of

this Account, .....

2
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Extract Deliverance of the General Assemhlij of the Church of
Scotland on the foregoing Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-fifth day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty. Session Seven,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on
Correspondence with Foreign Churches, which was given in by Dr
Lang, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

—

The General Assembly receive the Report, and reappoint the Com-
mittee, with the usual powers—Dr Marshall Lang, Convener.

The General Assembly, deeply interested in the welfare of every

branch of reformed Christendom, receive with satisfaction the informa-

tion contained in the Report as to the progress of several churches

on the Continent of Europe.
They welcome more particularly the assurances of the continued

zeal and increasing usefulness of the societies to which the Church of

Scotland has for many years contributed—viz.. The Central Society of

the National Reformed Church of France and the Evangelisation Com-
mission of the Waldensian Church in Italy.

They instruct the Committee to express, in suitable ways, the

friendly feeling of the Church towards these and other Protestant

Churches.

The General Assembly are pleased to learn that some advance has

been made in raising a fund of ^'12,000 towards supplementing the

inadequate stipends of the pastors of the original parishes of the Wal-
densian Church, and they commend the effort in this direction to the

liberality of the members of the Church.

With regard to the ensuing meeting of the General Presbyterian

CJouncil at Philadelphia, United States of America, the General Assem-
bly approve of the nominations of the Committee ; but in respect that

the full proportion of delegates from the Church of Scotland is not

covered by these nominations, they authorise the Committee to com-

plete this proportion ; and further, to grant the requisite authorisation

to the delegates in name of the Church, and generally to take such

action as may be deemed advisable towards an efficient representation

in the Council.

The General Assembly regret that a response to the appeal of the

Committee on September of last year is reported from only three

hundred and fifty parishes (350). They call on the parishes which
have not contributed to do so ; and they earnestly trust that thus and
otherwise the Committee will be provided with funds sufficient for the

promotion of the objects intrusted to their care.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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REPORT.

The Committee regret to report that the Statistics for the year

1879 shew a large decrease as compared with the amount re-

ported for the past two or three years. Last year, they were

enabled to announce that, notwithstanding commercial depres-

sion, there had been an increase on the amount returned for

1878 ; but it cannot be surprising that some falling off in the

Church's contributions has now occurred. The Committee have

to state that the sum total of the collections, contributions, and

legacies—including the amount derived from seat rents—for

the year 1879 is £330,252, 13s. 4d., being a decrease of

£52,082, 4s. 7d., as compared Avith 1878, and £43,402, 16s. as

compared with 1877. The item which mainly accounts for this

declension is that of Church and Manse building and repairs.

In 1878 the sum under this head was £66,491, while that for

1879 is only £28,921. This shoAvs a smaller amount for Church

and Manse building purposes than that of any year since the

Committee was appointed. There is also a considerable de-

crease in the contributions to the Schemes, but this is more

than accounted for by the fact that in 1878 an extraordinary

collection was made for Church Extension, and several excep-

tionally large donations were received from a friend of the

Church, now deceased. In nearly all other respects, the returns

for 1879 compare favourably with those for previous years.

Reports have been received from 1351 out of the 1390
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churches, chapels, and mission stations within the bounds of

the Church, to which application was made by the Committee.*
This is the largest number which the Committee have ever

procured, and they hope that this circumstance may be re-

garded as a proof of increased interest in their enquiry. As
in former years, it was only after repeated application that

many of the returns were obtained, and several were not

made until the local parties had been communicated with a

third or fourth time.

64 Presbyteries have sent returns from every parish and
chapel within their bounds. This number is seven beyond
that of the previous year. The following are the 64 Presby-

teries :

—

Linlithgow.
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ing the information desired. They are well aware that, in some
instances, the making up of the abstract involves a very large

sacrifice of time on the part of the clerk or other member of
Presbytery who performs the duty.

Last year the Committee felt it necessary to point out that

few returns had been received from the Presbyteries of Mull
and AbertariF and none from that of Uist. This year they have
pleasure in acknowledging that the Abertarff' return is all but
complete, that from the Presbytery of Mull 13 schedules have
been received, and that four churches in the Presbytery of Uist
have made returns.

In the exercise of the discretionary powers committed to

them by the Assembly, the Committee have disallowed and
excluded any items in parochial returns which, in their

opinion, could not properly be classed among the objects com-
prehended in this Report. The Committee have, as in former
years, excluded interest of invested funds, rents, &c.—a large

sum.

In the subjoined Table they, as formerly, include the whole
amounts received by the General Collector for the Schemes of
the Church, as well as the contributions received by Associations

connected with the Church (so far as the same are ascertainable),

instead of the total sums for these purposes reported in the
Returns made to the Committee.
They havefurther to explain that, in the details now subjoined,

the collections in Sabbath Schools, for Missions, &c., are not
entered separately, but are included under the objects for which
these collections were made—these objects being (with very few
exceptions) the various Schemes of theChurch and the education
of Indian and Jewish females, &c. There is already a Com-
mittee of the Church wdiich collects full statistics regarding
Sabbath Schools, and the amounts collected in them for Mis-
sions, so that it is unnecessary for this Committee to make a

point of reporting such collections under a separate and dis-

tinct head.

The Committee again show the summation of the returns

exclusive of seat rents—giving also the addition inclusive of

these, for the sake of comparison with previous Reports.

The following Table gives the Returns for last year under
the various heads of inquiry. The Returns for 1878 are also

given for the sake of comparison.
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1. OrdinaryChurch-door Collections,

including Collections at Com- 1879. 1878.

munions, , , £68,077 1 7 £69,607 16 10

2. Parish or Local Mission, . 18,006 4 9 17,108 8

3. Week-day and Sabbath Schools,

exclusive of School Rate, . 9,828 9 4 8,386 8 1

4. Church or Manse Building or Re-

pairs, or Church Extension

(other than by Home Mission

Collection),exclusive of Heritors'

Assessment, . . . 28,921 5 4 66,491 10 4

6. Missionary Schemes of the Church, 25,876 7 9 38,420 7

6. Legacies for the Schemes of the

Church, . . . 14,560 14 4 14,353 2 3

7. Endowment of Chapels (otlier than

by Collection for the general

funds ofEndowment Scheme) :

—

(1) Towards New Scheme, . 6,307 9 7 11,411 6

(2) Towards Local Eunds, . 25,113 9 8 17,358 1 7

8. Augmentation of Smaller Livings :

(1) Collections for Augmentation
of Smaller Livings of the Clergy, 3,376 6 6 3,114 17

(2) Subscriptions to Association

for Augmenting Smaller Livings, 4,234 18 11 3,379 3 7

10. Supplement of Stipend, not con-

tributed through the Association

for Augmenting Smaller Livings, 11,116 8 9,221 7 9

11. Other objects recommended by
the General Assembly, viz. :

Patronage Compensation, Con-

tinental and Foreign Churches,

Highlands and Islands, Aged and
Infirm Ministers, &c., . . 5,630 5 4 2,398 8 1

12. Associations for Female Education

in India, Education of Jewish
Females, &c., . . . 3,369 18 7 3,598 3 9

13. Other objects connected with

Church and Charitable Work
(including Collections for In-

firmaries, the Poor, &c.), and
Legacies therefor, . . 49,728 1 61,384 6 6

£274,212 12 5 £326,233 1 3

Seat Rents (reported from 443
Churches), . . . 56,040 Oil 56,101 16 8

£330,252 13 4 £332,33417 11
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A Statement, showing the total amount reported from each
parish or chapel, together with the sums contributed by kirk-

sessions towards the Committee's expenses, will be published

in the Missionary Record for September.
The Committee acknowledge with thanks the response made

to their appeal for subscriptions towards the expenses of their

inquiry. The small contibutions made by kirk-sessions go a

long way towards meeting the Committee's expenses ; and if

such contributions Avere made universally, subscriptions from
individuals might be dispensed with.

In name of the Comriiittee,

JAS. ALEX. CAMPBELL, Convener.
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ABSTRACT of RETURNS made to the Committee.

PRESBYTERIES.

Edinburgh, -
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SYNODS-Continued.

Perth & Stirling,

Fife,

Angus & Mearns,
Aberdeen,
Moray,
Ross,

Sutherland & Caithness,

Glenelg,

Orkney,
Shetland, -

Brought forward, .^199,945
14,527
10,150

26,057
24,611

6,197

1,055

1,234
1132
803

734

9 4
4 8
6 7
14 8
16 4
7 3

4 5

3 4
13 3
II 10

2 5

Total reported by Returns, ;i^2S6,449 14 i

The difference between the above sum and the sum given in

the Committee's Report arises from the latter inchiding the
luhole amounts (1) of legacies, collections, and donations, &c.,

received during the past year by the General Collector for the
Schemes of the Church

; (2) of subscriptions paid during the
same period for the endowment of chapels ; and (3) of subscrip-

tious and legacies received by the treasurers of the Associations

for Augmenting the Smaller Livings of the Clergy, for Female
Education in India, and for Education of Jewish Females. The
sum given above includes only the amounts reported to this

Committee by the 1351 Churches and Stations from which
returns were received.

ABSTRACT of RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE for Year

ending 11th November 1879.

Expenditure.

By Accounts for Printing Reports,

Schedules, and Circulars, &c.,

and for Stationery, . ;^^^ 11 10

12 18 6

Keceipts.

To Balance from last year

due by the Treasurer, ;i^55 18

,, Amount of Subscriptions

by individuals,

,, Do. from Kirk-Sessions

or Parishes, .

;^i6o I II

Postages,

Amount of outlays (for

Postage, &c.,) incurred

by Presbytery Clerks,

and repaid them, . 611

Miscellaneous expenditure, o 19

Salary to Secretary and
Treasurer, . . 50 o

Balance due
Treasurer,

by the

56

£i€>o

3b
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LIST OF CHUKCHES, CHAPELS, AND STATIONS, FEOM

WHICH NO KETUENS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.

JV.B.—Chapels and Stations arc printed in Italics.

Presbytery of Edinburgh—St Luke's, Edinburgh ; St John's, Leith
;

Portohello Mission.

Presbytery of Dunse—Bunkle.

Presbytery of Chirnside—Hounclwood.

Presbytery of Paisley—Neilston.

Presbytery of Hajiiltox—East Strathaven.

Presbytery of Lanark—Leadhills ; Kirl-jfcldhank.

Presbytery of Inverary— South Knapdale,

Presbytery of Dunoon—Kirn ; Kilbride.

Presbytery of Kintyrb—Skipness ; Southend.

Presbytery of Islay and Jura—Kilmeny ; Oa ; Portnahavcn.

Presbytery of Lorn—jNIuckairn ; St Colnniha, Oban.

Presbytery of Mull—lona ; INIorven ; Tyree.

Presbytery of Dunblane-—Kijipcn.

Presbytery of Tongue—Farr ; Kinlochbervie.

Presbytery of Lochcarron—Poolewe.

Presbytery of Abertarff—L^rquhart.

Presbytery of Skye—Bracadale ; Sleat ; Snizort ; Stenscholl.

Presbytery of Uist—Harris ; Carinish ; South LUst ; Benbecula.

Presbytery of Lewis— Cross ; Lochs.

Presbytery of North Isles—Cross ; Rousay.
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EXTRACT DELIVERANCE of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the CHURCH OF SCOTLAND on the FOREGOING
REPORT.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-eighth day of May, One Thousand
Eight Hundred and Eighty,

Whicli day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being-

met and constituted, inter alia, the Assembly called for the Report of

the Committee on Christian Liberality, which was given in and read

by Dr Campbell, Convener.

Tlie Assembly had transmitted through their Committee on Over-

tures an Overture on the same subject, and Dr Grant was heard in its

support.

After reasoning, it Avas moved, seconded, and agreed to, that the

following motion containing an additional clause on the duty of

Christian giAang, proposed by Dr Grant, be the deliverance of the

Assembly.

The General Assembly approve of the Eeport, tliank the Convener
and the Committee, and re-appoint them.

The Assembly regret that tlie contributions of the Church have been
considerably less in amount than for some years past, but are gratified

to observe that the diminution arises mainly in connection with
Church and Manse building,—a department of work, which, in view
of the severe monetary distress which has for some time prevailed,

may reasonably await more prosperous times.

The Assembly learn with satisfaction that this year the number of

returns is nnich greater than it has ever been ; and believing that every
parish will next year aid in the inquiry, they instruct the Committee
to procure full information as to collections and contributions (including

legacies) for religious, charitable, and educational purposes, in con-

nection with the Church of Scotland, and exhort Presbyteries to

co-operate with the Committee in obtaining returns from all parishes,

chapels, and stations within their bounds.

The Assembly further appoints the following Committee,—The
Moderator, Dr Jamieson, Dr Milligan, Dr Pirie, the Eev. Mr Macleod
(Edinburgh), Dr Grant, Dr James A. Campbell, and Sir James Gardiner

Baird, to j^repare a short Pastoral Letter setting forth tlie obligations

resting upon all the members of the Church conscientiously to give,

according to their means, for the advancement of Christ's cause and
kingdom, and the spirit in whicli offerings should be given. The As-
sembly further enjoin that a copy of the said Pastoral Letter be sent to

all ministers of the Church, and that it be read from all pulpits on the

Sabbath preceding that appointed for the first general collection.

Extracted from the Eecords of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland, by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI Ecd. Scot.
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EEPORT.

The Trustees have this year to report to the General Assembly

the resignation of their Clerk, Mr li. Maxwell Inglis, W.S., who

had held the office since 20th December 1827.

At a stated meeting of the Trustees, held on 25th November

last, Dr Gray read the following letter :

—

"To THE Trustees of the Widows' Fund of the

Church and Universities of Scotland.

"8 North St David Street, Edinburgh,
2Uh November 1879.

" Gentlemen,—At my advanced time of life it is only natural that

I should desire to be relieved from taking so active a part in my
profession as formerly.

" I have accordingly resolved to retire from the office of your

clerk.

" I may mention that I have held the office of clerk to your Fund
for more than half a century, during which long period I have met
with much kindness and courtesy from the Trustees, and I trust

that I have discharged my duties to your satisfaction.

" I will be happy to continue to discharge the duties of my office

till my successor is appointed, and at all times to do everything

in my power to jDromote the interest of the Fund.—I am. Gentle-

men, your most obedient Servant,

"H. Maxwell Inglis."

Dr Gray stated that the Collector's Committee had had an

opportunity of conversing with JMr Inglis on the subject of his

letter, and had come to the conclusion that his mind was quite

made up as to the course he ought to take, and that, there-

fore, it would be needless to appoint a Committee to confer

o D
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with biin on the subject. He accordingly moved that the

resignation be accepted, which was agreed to. The Trustees at

the same time resolved to put on record their grateful sense of

the obligations under which Mr Inglis has laid the Trust, by his

long and faithful services on its behalf, during a period of fifty-

two years,—his vigilant watchfulness over its interest, and his

unfailing courtesy to all connected with it—as also their deep

sense of the loss which the Trustees will sustain by the with-

drawal of one whose high-toned principle and gentlemanly bear-

ing, in combination with his ability, business habits, long know-

ledge of its affairs, prudent management, and zeal for its interests,

have contributed so materially to the welfare of the Trust, and to

the pleasant conduct of its affairs. They desire also to assure

Mr Inglis that the best wishes of the Trustees follow him into

the retirement of private life, which they trust he may be spared

to enjoy for many years.

Thereafter the Trustees fixed the 23d day of December last

for the election of a new Clerk, and remitted to Mr Inglis to give

the necessary intimation of the meeting required by the Acts of

Parliament. The Trustees again met upon the said 23d day of

December last, and proceeded to the election of a clerk, when

Mr Harry Herbert Inglis, W.S., was chosen to fill that office.

Mr Inglis thereafter granted bond of caution with sufficient surety

for the due discharge of his office, in terms of the Acts of Parlia-

ment, and he has since discharged the duties thereof.

The Trustees have further to report that the Presbytery of

Mull, in their return for the year ending 22d November 1876,

set forth that the Rev. John Campbell, who was admitted to the

parish of lona on 11th May 1876, had not previously been a

minister of the Church of Scotland, and as such a contributor to

the Pund. The Trustees having understood that Mr Campbell

bad formerly been minister of Gairloch. and as such had been a

contributor, have called upon the Presbytery to send in a sup-

plementary report correcting this error, but this has not yet been

received.

The last General Assembly remitted to the Trustees " to con-

sider as to preparing every year a detailed statement of the re-
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ceipts and expenditure of the Fund, setting forth in the order of

their I'resbyteries the names of the whole contributors, with the

payments made by each during the year, and the arrears due by

each at the close of the accounts, as also the names of the annui-

tants, and the sum received by each : a copy of this statement to

be sent to each contributor." After careful consideration, the

Trustees beg to report to the General Assembly that the prepara-

tion of such a full and detailed statement as that referred to in

the remit is not necessary or expedient in the circumstances, and

that it would be attended with very considerable expense. By the

Acts of Parliament regulating the Fund, the Collector is personally

liable for the recovery of rates ; and in the case of contributors

who are not on the resigned list, is himself obliged to pay these

rates when due more than two years ; while in the case of those

on the resigned list, he is also liable for payment of the rates if

he has not taken every available step for their recovery. Further,

interest is regularly charged on all rates after the expiry of eleven

days from the term of Candlemas, when they are payable. The

Trustees are therefore of opinion that it is not necessary to pre-

jjare and publish a list of contributors whose rates are in arrear.

As to the annual publication of a detailed list of annuitants, with

the sum received by each, the Trustees have to state that the

amount to which an annuitant becomes entitled, is given in the

Eeport of the year in which her name is first placed on the list

;

and it seems unnecessary that this should be annually repeated

when the annuity is paid. The Trustees therefore beg to submit

to the General Assembly that, in their opinion, it does not seem

expedient to incur the great expense which would attend the

preparation of such a statement as is proposed in the remit. The

Trustees have further to state that every minister holding a

charge receives a copy of the report of the fund in the annual

volume of Eeports, and that every professor holding a chair

receives a copy from the office of the Fund ; and that in future

additional copies will be sent to contributors not holding charges

or chairs, so far as their addresses are known.
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The Trustees further report,—That from the Annual lleports

from Presbyteries and Universities respecting the 13Gth year of

the Fund, they did, on the 16th day of March last, prepare lists

of widows and children entitled to annuities on the 26th of this

month, and of children entitled to provisions on the 13th day of

August next ; and that, in terms of the Act of Parliament of

1814, they appoint the following additions to be made to each of

the widows' annuities, payable on the 26th May current :

—
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receiving annuities; five families, whose fatliers died without

leaving widows, entitled to provisions ; and that the sums due

to these annuitants and children are as follow :

—

1. Annuities payable to Widows :

—

To Widows previously on tlie Fund, .

To Widows who come upon the Fund for the first time,

Total Annuities to Widows,

£18,008

661

£18,669 Q

2. Annuities payable to seven families of Children under eighteen

years of age, in consequence of their Fathers having died

without leaving Widows, viz. :

—
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Brought forward, £18,754

3. Provisions of the first order to Children whose Fathers died

without leaving Widows :

—

d
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APPENDICES.

I. ABSTEACT STATES op the ACCOUNTS of JOHJ^

THOMSO^T MACLAGAI^, COLLECTOR op the MINIS-

TERS' WIDOWS' FUND, POR THE Year 1878-79,

CONSISTING OP

PACE

1. Abstract of the Collector's Intromissions, on account

of the Old Fund, for Year ending 31st October 1879, 582

2. Ditto, on account of the New Fund, for Year ending 22d

November 1879, ..... 586

3. Ditto, on account of the Supplementary Orphan Fund,

for Year ending ditto, . . . .588

II. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT as to OBLIGATIONS

imposed on contributors, &c., and op BENEFITS to

WIDOWS and children, . . .590

3 E
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APPENDIX ]S"o. L—(1.) ABSTRACT of the IJsTEOMISSIOXS of

OLD FU:N^D, For the Year

CHARGE.
I. Fund at 31st October 18 78, viz. :

1. Sums lent on Heritable Security, &c., .... £116,916 510
2. Arrears outstanding at 31st October 1878, viz. :

Arrears due by, or on account of. Contributors holdinpr, or who
died holding. Benefices or Chairs, . . £530 9 5

Arrears due by, or on account of. Contributors on
Resigned List, ..... 5,112 10 6

- 5,642 19 11
Balance due by the Collector at 31st October 1878, . . . 339 14 1

Thus—
In Bank, ...... £330 4 1

In hand, . . . . . . 9 10

Sum as above, £339 14 1

Deduct—
Sums due to W'idows and Children, being Annui-

ties and Provisions unpaid at 31st October
1878, £5,707 16 9

Income-tax (retained from Annuities) payable to
Government, less Income-tax deducted from
Interests, &c., received, . . . 191 3 1

£122,898 19 10

5,898 19 10

£117,000

I. Gross Produce of the 135th Year of the Fund, including In-
terest on Heritable Securities, &c., payable between 31st October
1878 and 31st October 1879, viz.:

1. Annual Rates, viz. :

Incurred by Contributors holding Benefices or
Chairs, ...... £6,550 8 6

Incurred by Contributors on Resigned List, . 1,005 12 9

£7,556 1 3
2. Ordinary and Extra Marriage Taxes, and Taxes out

of Vacancies and Anns, .... 606 9 9

3. Interest on Sums lent on Heritable Security, &c.,
and on Arrears of Rates and Taxes recovered, less
Bank uiterest, ..... 4,926 1 7

4. ]\liscellaueous Receipts . . . , 22 6 11

£13,110 19 6
To which add—Proportion of Annuities ordered
during this and preceding years, which proved
not payable in consequence of death or re-

marriage of the Annuitants, . . . 2,745 5 3

£15,856 4 9

Carried forward, £15,856 4 9 £117,000
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THE GENERAL COLLECTOR or RECEIVER, ox account of the

ending ^\st October 1879,

DISCHARGE.

Anntjities and Provisions ordered for the year, as reported to the

General Assembly, 1S79, Eeport, pat^e 16, .

Add : Annuity payable to Widow of the late Professor H. H. Pier-

son, late Music, Edinburjh, for year ending 26th May 1874, .

JVote.—The death of Professor Pierson was not reported to the

Trustees at the proper time, and this annuity was consequently

not included in the order for the year 1874.

£20,372

32

£20,404

II. Expenses of Management, viz. :

1. Salaries, viz. :

Proportion of Collector's Salary for year, chargeable against the

Old Fund, in terms of the Act of Parliament, . £155
Proportion of Salary to Clerk to Trustees, do., . 55

2. Proportion of Allowance for Incidental Outlay,

chargeable against the Old Fund, in terms of the

Act of Parliament, transferred to, and accounted
for, in Incidental Outlay Account,

3. Expense of Printing, &c.. Contributors' and Annui-
tants' Receipts, Certificates, &c., including stamps
for Beceipts, .....

4. Landlord's Taxes, Feu-duty, and Insurance on Ofiice,

No. 6 North St David Street,

5. Expenses incurred in connection with the recovery
of Arrears, ......

£210

100

17 16-10

6 7 1

25 4 11

III. Fund at 31st October 1879, viz. :

1. Sums lent on Heritable Security, &c., . £112,916 5 10
2. Arrears outstanding at 31st October 1879, viz. :

Arrears due by, or on account of,

Contributors holding, or who died
holding. Benefices or Chairs, . £534 14 2

Arrears due by, or on account of.

Contributors on Resigned List, . 5,266 10 11

5,801 5 1

402 13 3
Balance due by the Collector at 31st October 1879,

lodged in Bank, .....

359 8 10

£20,763 8 10

£119,120 4 2

Carried forward, £119,120 4 2 £20,763 8 10
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ABSTEACT of the INTEOMISSIONS op tiis GENEEAL

C'H.ARG'E—coyitinued. Whereof brought forward, £117,000

II. Gross Produce of the 1 35th year of the Fund

:

Brought forward, £15,856 4 9

III. Sum transferred from tlie New Fund, viz. ;

1. Proportion ofAnnuities ordered for the year, charge-
able against the New Fund, in terms of the Act of

Parliament, . . . . £4,553
2. Amount further received from the New

Fund, being the additional Sum ne-

cessary, after paying Annuities, kc,
to restore the Old Fund capital to

£117,000, in terms of the Act of Par-
liament, .... 354 4 1

- 4,907 4 1—== 20,763 8 10

£137,763 8 10

At Edinburgh, the twenty-fifth day of November, Eighteen hundred and seventy-

Widows and Children of the Ministers of the Church and Professors in the Universities of

General Collector or Receiver of the said Fund, with the particular vouchers relative

day of November, Eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, do find the same rightly stated, cal-

The said Trustees do therefore hereby discharge the said John Thomson Maclagan, and
ember current as appearing from said account, excepting the balance of Four hundred
Collector.
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COLLECTOE or RECEIVER (OLD YJJ^T))—contlm(ed.

T>lSCILARG^—contimied. Whereof brought forward, £20,763 8 10

III. Fund at 31st October 1879. Brought forward, £119,120 4 2

Deduct

—

Sums due to Widows and Children, being An-
nuities and Provisions unpaid at 31st October

1879, . . . £1,812 15 7

Income-tax (retained from Annui-
ties) payable to Government, less

Income-tax deducted from Inter-

ests, kc, received, . . 307 8 7

- 2,120 4 2

117,000

£137,763 8 10

nine, the Trustees of the Fund established by Acts of Parliament for a Provision to the

Scotland, having examined the foregoing account of the said John Thomson Maclagan,

thereto, from the first day of November, Eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, to the first

culated, and summed, and the particular items thereof sufficiently vouched and instructed,

his sureties, of all their Intromissions with the said Fund, preceding the first day of Nov-

and two pounds thirteen shillings and three pence, appearing therefrom to be due by the

(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN, Preset.
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(2.)—ABSTEACT of the INTEOMISSIONS of the GENEEAL
For the Year ending

CHARGE.

I. Fund at 22d November 1878, viz. :

1. Sums lent on Heritable Securities, &c.,.... £210,620 11 i.

2. Heritable Property, No. 6 North St David Street, belonging to the
Tnistees, purchased in 1834 for .... . 1,200

3. Arrears outstanding at 22d November 1878, viz.

:

1. Vacant Stipends, balances thereof, . £148 13 1

2. Contributions from Intrants, . . . 165 14 11
314 8

4. Income-tax paid to be recovered from Government, viz. : On
Interests and Vacant Stipends received,

5. Balance due by Collector, lodged in Bank,

Deduct

—

Supplementary Orphan Fund Capital held in loan.

II. Revenue for the j^ear, viz. :

1. Contributionsfromlntrants, payable 2d February 1879, £570
2. Amount of Vacant Stipends accrued during the year, 4,708 18
3. Interest on Sums lent on Heritable Security, &c.,

on Arrears of Contributions and Vacant Stipends
recovered, and Bank Interest, . £8,421 12 1

From which deduct — Interest on
Capital of the Supplementary Or-
phan Fund, held in Loan by this
Fund, . . . .

. 177 12

. 3,021 16
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COLLECTOR or RECEIVEE, on account of the :N^EW FUXD,

22d November 1879.

III.

DISCHARGE.
Taxes payable out of Vacant Stipends to the Old Fund,
Sum transferred to the Old Fund, viz. :

Proportion of Annuities for the year, payable by the New Fund,

in terms of the Act of Parliament, . . £4,553

Sum further payable to the Old Fund, being the

amount required to maintain its Capital at £117,000,

in terms of the Act of Parliament, . . 354 4 1

IV

Expenses of Management, viz.

:

1. ExpensesattendingtheCoUectionof Vacant Stipends, £104 12

2. Salaries, viz.

:

Salary to Collector and allowance for his Clerk,

for year ending 31st October 1S79, £450
Salary to the Clerk to the Trustees

for year ending Martinmas 1879, 200

From which deduct — Amount
charged against the Old Fund,
in terms of the Act of Parlia-

ment, as in preceding Account,

£650

210

3. Proportion of Allowance for Incidental Outlay,

chargeable against the New Fund, in terms

of the Act of Parliament, transferred to and
accounted for in Incidental Outlay Account,

440

25

Fund at 22d November 1879, viz. :

1. Sums lent on Heritable Securities, &c..

Heritable Property, No. 6 North St David Street,

belonging to the Trustees, purchased in 1834 for

Arrears outstanding at 22d November 1879, viz. :

1. Vacant Stipends, Balancesthereof, £567 4 2

2. Contributions from Intrants, . 182 3 8

£219,620 II 4

1,200

749 7 10

4. Income-tax paid, to be recovered from Govern-
ment, viz., on Interests and Vacant Stipends

received, ......
5. Balance due by Collector lodged in Bank,

Deduct-

258 15 11

. 1,586 1 7

£223,414 16 8

£139 10

4,907 4 1

569 12 3

£5,616 6 4

Supplementary Orphan Fund Capital held in loan, 2,964 15 7^ -^

220,450 1 1

£226,066 7

nine, the Trustees of the Fund established by Acts of Parliament for a Provision to the

Scotland, having examined the above account of the said John Thomson Maclagan,

thereto, from the twenty-second day of November, Eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, to

rightly stated, calculated, and summed, and the particular items thereof sufficiently

one shilling and sevenpence appears to be due by the Collector, which has been lodged

in loan by the said Fund, amounts to the sum of Two thousand nine hundred and sixty-

discharge the said John Thomson Maclagan and his sureties of all their intromission.s

from said account, excepting said balance due by him.

(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN, Preses.
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(3).—ABSTRACT of the INTEOMISSIONS of the

THE supple:sientaey

For the Year endiiKj

CHARGE
I. Fund at 22d November 1878, viz. :

Sum lent to the New Fund, . . . . . . £2,854 8 f)

Deduct : Amount due to two members of the family of the late-

llev. Lewis Rose, Tain, . . . . . . 33 6 8

NoU.—lhn above balance has been paid during the currency of this

account.

II. Kevenue for the Year, viz. :

Subscriptions and Donations received, . . £2i) 10 4

Interest on the Capital of this Fund, held in Loan
bv the New Fund, for year endintr 22d November
1879, 114 3 6

£2,821 1 y

143 13 111

£2.964 15 7

Edinhurgh, 25th Novemler 1879.

—
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aENEEAL COLLECTOE or EECEIVEE, on account of

ORPHAN EUND.

22(1 Novemler 1879.

DISCHARGE.
1. Fund at 22(1 November 1879, lent to the New Fund, . . £2,964 15 7

£2,964 15 7

Examined and found correct.

(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN, Prescs.
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APPENDIX No. II.—Statement Ptelative to the Duties and

Obliijations imposed on Contributors, &c., by the Statutes

regulating the Fund, and the benefits arising therefrom to

Widows and Children.

I. The Trustees of the Fund.

AH ministers holding benefices within the bounds of the Pres-

bytery of Edinburgh, along with the Principal and Professors hold-

ing offices in the University of Edinburgh, are appointed to be the

ordinary and stated trustees of the Fund.

It is, however, competent for every minister admitted to any
office in the Universities of St Andrews, Glasgow, and Aberdeen,

or to a benefice in any Presbytery seat (excepting Edinburgh),

to become a trustee upon his signifying his desire to that effect,

by a writing under his hand to the clerk of the trustees, within

twelve calendar months after his admission. Such ministers con-

tinue to be trustees so long as they hold said offices or benefices.

It is likewise in the power of every Presbytery annually to elect

one of their number to be a trustee for one year, commencing from

the first day of May yearly ; and it is competent for each of the

Universities of St Andrews, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, annually to

elect two of their number, not being ministers, to be trustees for

one year, commencing from the first day of May. Intimation of

such elections must be reported to the clerk of the tnistees.

The annual trustees elected by Presbyteries and Universities

may refuse to accept, or to act, provided such refusal be notified to

the respective Presbyteries or Universities at the time of election,

if the trustees-elect be present, or at the next meeting of the Pres-

bytery or University respectively, after the election shall come to

his or their knowledge.

The trustees are bound to attend four annual stated meetings,

to be held in Edinburgh on the third Tuesday in each of the

months of February, March, and May, and on the fourth Tuesday
of November, at one o'clock afternoon, under a penalty of 2s. 6d.

for absence from each meeting, unless they shall show sufficient

cause for such absence.

II. Duties Imposed upon Presbyteries and Universities.

Every Presbytery and University is required annually, after 22d
November, to make up and transmit to the trustees of the Fund
a Report, applicable to the year preceding that date, setting forth
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the admission of ministers or professors to benefices or offices,

and their respective ages—the marriages and deaths of contri-

butors—the changes that have occurred through translations,

resignations, or deprivations—vacancies in benefices and offices

—the names of widows and children becoming entitled to an-

nuities and provisions, and other facts bearing on the Fund. A
printed form of this Report, containing full instructions for filling

it up, is forwarded yearly to every presbytery and university by
the clerk to the trustees.

There is also an important duty laid on moderators of presby-

teries by the statute 54 Geo. III. cap. 169, in regard to vacant

stipends. By that statute it was declared that the Fund should

have right to all vacant stipends which were formerly applicable

by patrons to pious uses ; and it has been decided by the Court

of Session that parishes erected quoad sacra, under the provisions

of the Act 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 44, are parishes in the sense of the Cheync v.

Widows' Fund Acts, and that their vacant stipends belong to the Cook, 2wh

Fund. It is enacted by the 54th Geo. III. cap. 169, that when- '^'"''^ l^*^'^-

ever a vacant stipend occurs in any parish, the moderator of the

presbytery within whose bounds such parish is situated shall,

within three months, or, if the parish is situated in the Western

or Northern Isles, within six months after the terms of Whitsunday
or Michaelmas at which such vacant stipend becomes due, give

written intimation thereof to the collector of the Fund, and at same
time furnish him with a list of the heritors or others liable in payment

of the vacant stipend, and the amounts payable by them respectively

;

and he is also thereby directed to give ivritten notice to the several

heritors and others by whom the same is due, to pay it to the collector;

and it is declared that if the moderator shall fail to give such in-

timations, he and the other members of presbytery shall pay and

make good to the collector the whole of such vacant stipend at

their own expense.

Moderators and clerks of presbyteries are requested to keep in

view, in the case of a vacancy occurring through the death of a

minister, that if the minister dies between the terms of Whitsun-

day and Michaelmas, there can be no vacant stipend unless the

benefice be still vacant at Whitsunday following the death ; and

that if he dies between Michaelmas and Whitsunday, tliere will

be no vacant stipend unless the benefice be still vacant at the fol-

lowing Michaelmas. The half-year's stipend legally due at the

term of Whitsunday or Michaelmas occurring next immediately

after the death of a minister belongs to his representatives in

name of ann.

Clerks of presbyteries are also requested to note that, in the case

of translations, the date of the vacancy is not that of the intimation
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to the presbytery of the minister Laving received a presentation to

another parish, but the date of the presentee's induction into that

other parish.

III. Duties and Privileges of Contributors.

The parties entitled and bound to become contributors to the Fund
are all ministers jDossessed of benefices iu the Church of Scotland,

and all principals and professors in the Scottish universities. The
ministers of Government or Parliamentary churches, established

under the Act 1824, though possessed of permanent benefices, are

Grant v. not entitled or bound to be contributors. But when these churches

^ifij'f'
^"^^ erected by the Court of Teinds into parishes quoad sacra,

1S49.
' under the statute 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 44, all ministers inducted thereto,

after such erection, are entitled and bound to be contributors ; and
ministers of all other churches or parishes quoad sacra, erected

under the statute last referred to, are entitled and bound to be con-

tributors, provided the erection shall have taken place before their ad-

mission to their cures, hut not otherwise.

Assistants and successors become contributors only on their si:c-

ceeding to the full enjoyment of their respective benefices or offices.

A minister of a parish holding also a professorship is liable to

one rate only in respect of both offices.

When a minister or professor has been once admitted to a bene-
fice or office entitling or obliging him to become a contributor, he
is bound to continue a contributor for the remainder of his life,

although he should cease to hold a benefice or office.

lY. Annual Eates and other Payments.

There are four several annual rates to the Fund— viz., £3, 3s.,

19 Geo. £4, 14s. 6d., £6, 6s., and £7, 17s. 6d. It is enacted by the

^^^ k/^' statutes regulating the Fund, that every minister having a benefice

Geo. III. ^^ ^^^® Western and Northern Isles must signify his election of one
c. 169. or other of the above annual rates on or before 26th January that

shall first happen after he has had right to his benefice for one
year ; and every other minister, on or before the 26th of January,

after he has had right to his benefice for one half-year ; and every
professor in any of the universities, on or before the 26th of Jan-
uary, after he has held his office four calendar months ; and if any
minister or professor neglect to do so, by a writing under his hand,

delivered to the collector at his office in Edinburgh within the

Gordon v. period so specified, he shall be adjudged to have made his election

/j^
v'^?'^-^ of the annual rate of £4, 14s. 6d,, and shall be liable to pay the

j=;und,\Qth same during his life. The trustees have no power, after the ex-
Aov. 1836. piry of the stated period, to relax this provision in any way.
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The following is a form of the notification to be made by a

minister or professor of his election of annual rate, and it must be

written and signed by the minister or professor making it, and all

blanks should be filled up in writing at full length, and no figures

used :

—

" I admitted upon the

day of One thousand eight hundred and
years, Minister of in the

Presbytery of [or Professor of in the

University of ], do hereby, in terms of the statutes

regulating the I^und for a provision for the Widows and Children

of the Ministers of the Church, and Professors in the Universities,

of Scotland, give notice to the Trustees of said Fund that I make
choice of, and do subject myself to, the annual rate of

In witness whereof, I have written

and subscribed these presents, at

the day of One
thousand eight hundred and years."

(To he signed hy minister or professor.)

When the contributor has been an ordained assistant and suc-

cessor, the notification should run thus :

—

''I admitted upon the day
of assistant and successor

to Mr late minister of

in the Presbytery of and
who came to the full possession of the said benefice at the term of

One thousand eight hundred
and in consequence of the death of

the said Mr on the day of

preceding, do hereby, in terms of," &c. [as in preceding form)

.

Each contributor is liable for a rate or half rate, as it may be,

for each year or half-year during which he may have been entitled

to his benefice or office, or would have been entitled if he had
continued to hold the same. Stipends are held to be due for half-

years at the terms of Whitsunday and Michaelmas, and the rates

are imposed accordingly.

A half rate is exigible out of the an?!, or where no ann is competent,

from the heirs and executors of the deceased contributor, for the half-

year during which he died, and according to the rate to which he
was subject.

The annual rates are payable at Candlemas ybr the year ending at

Michaelmas preceding , and if not paid -wdthin eleven days thereafter
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—that is, on or before the 13th February—they bear interest at

the rate of 5 per cent, which the tnistees have no power to abate.

Each contributor is bound to pay £10 as contribution or entry-

money, in two equal instalments of £5 dach, along Avith the first

two payments of his annual rate.

A marriage-tax is exigible from every contributor who is mar-

ried at his admission to a benefice orofiice, or who marries there-

after. The tax is a sum equal to the contributor's annual rate,

and it is payable at the first term of Candlemas happening one full

year after the date of the marriage, or after the contributor's ad-

mission to a benefice or office, if he was previously married. The
payment of the tax must be repeated on each subsequent marriage,

excepting in the case of a contributor marrying the widow of a

former contributor.

Contributors wdio are forty years of age and upwards at their

admission, if then vxarried, or, being widowers, having a child or chil-

dren, are chai'geable with a tax equal to two and a half of the

annual rates to which they are respectively subject, and this over

and above the ordinary marriage-tax. The same tax is chargeable

upon such of this class of contributors as may marry after their

admission. It is payable by new entrants married, or widowers
with children, at the first term of Candlemas after the expiry of the

time limited for their choice of a rate, and by those marrying after

admission to a benefice or office, at the first Candlemas happening

one full year after the mamage. This additional marriage-tax

once paid, does not fall to be repeated on a subsequent marriage.

Interest is chargeable on contributions at entry, and on ordinary

and additional marriage-taxes in arrear, as in the case of annual

rates.

By the statutes regulating the Fund, it is enacted that the full

expenses which may be incurred by the collector, or his deputies,

in recovering annual rates and other payments from the debtors

therein, or out of their effects, through their default in not making
regular payment of the same when they fall due, shall be recovered

out of their respective estates without any taxation, abatement, or

mitigation, any law or practice to the contrary notwithstanding.

The statutes also declare, that the whole rates and payments
thereby established, "together with the interest thereof, shall be

privileged debts, and preferable to all other debts of the said minis-

ters, heads, principals, and masters, not only upon their benefices

and salaries respectively, but also upon their whole other personal

estate."
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V. Benefits accruing to Widows and Children.

1. Widows.—The annuities to widows are regulated by the

amount of the annual rates which were payable by their deceased

husbands, and are at present as follows :

—

If the annual rate be £3 3
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first order, and is payable on 13th August next following the 22J
November after the father's death. Tliese provisions never vary
in amount, any increase arising on the Fund being applied exclu-

sively towards the augmentation of annuities.

(2.) In the event of the widow of a contributor dying, or entering

into another mamage, whether with a contributor or not, before

having become entitled to an annuity for ten years, such of the

children of her former husband, if any, as may then he under 1 6 years

of age, are entitled to receive the difference between what she has
drawn and a sum equal to ten years of her annuity, and this pay-

ment to children is called a provision of the second order. If the

children are all above 16 years of age at the death or marriage of

the annuitant, nothing is payable to them.

The amount of this provision is calculated with reference to the

original annuities of £10, £15, £20, and £25, which were fixed by
the first Act of Parliament (1743) regulating the Fund, and not

to the present amount of the annuities ; so that if a widow who
is entitled to an annuity of the lowest class should marry or die

after becoming entitled to one year's anmaity, the provision payable

to the children under 16 years of age would be £90, and so on
proportionally, according to the class of annuity, and the number
of years the widow may have been upon the Fund. This provision

is payable on 13th August next following the 22d November after

the widow's marriage or death.

(3.) If a contributor dies leaving a widow, who survives him for so

short a time as not to become entitled to any annuity, a provision to the

children is payable, if one or more of them are under 16 years of age,

hut not otherwise; and the amount is £100, £150, £200, or £250, ac-

cording as the annual rate which was payable by the husband was

£3, 3s., £4, 14s. 6d., £6, 6s., or £7, 17s, 6d. It is due to those of

the family under 16 years of age only, and is payable at the same
terra as a provision of the first order would be payable.

(4.) In addition to the above provision of the first order, in the

case of a contributor dying a widower, leaving a child or children

under 18 years of age, such child or children are entitled to an

annuity of £12, £14, £15, or £17, according to the class of annual

rate to which the contributor was subject ; and this annuity will

fall to be increased by the same amount which may hereafter be

added to the annuities of widows. This annuity to children is

payable on 26th May annually, and commences to run from 26th

May or 22d November next ensuing the contributor's death. It is

due to the child or children under 18 years of age, and (if more

than one) share and share alike. When one child attains that age,

he or she ceases to have any right to the annuity, and the others

receive the whole sum among them, and so till all have attained

the age of 18 years.
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The provisions and annuities to cliiklren form no part of the de-

ceased parent's estate, and are not liable for his debts (other than

his debt to the Fund, which must, with interest thereon, be paid

out of the provisions and annuities), and are declared by the statutes

not to be arrestable.

In the event of children entitled to provisions or annuities being

under age, and having no tutors or curators, it is provided by the

statutes that payment shall be made to such person or persons as

shall be authorised for that purpose by an act of the presbytery or

university respectively of which the children's father was last a

member.

VI. Supplementary Orphan Fund.

The objects of this Fund were

—

first, To procure the means of

making the same provision for the children, though above 16 years

of age, of contributors leaving widows, who should never become
entitled to any annuity, to which such children would have been

entitled if no widow had been left; and after this object should have

been attained, secondly, To provide for the payment to all families,

where the widow shall draw annuity for less than ten years, of the

difference between what she may draw and ten years' annuity (com-

puted according to the original ainiuities of £10, £15, £20, and

£25), instead of such provisions being restricted to families one or

more members of which are under 16 years of age.

The Fund having reached the amount of capital (£2000) which

had been advised by actuaries to be sufficient to authorise its being

brought into operation as regarded \i% first object, it was determined

in 1857 to apply it to this extent ; wliile, at the same time, a con-

fident hope was expressed that there would be such a gradual accu-

mulation as, aided by further subscriptions, Avould ere long warrant

the bringing also into operation of the second object of the scheme.

This requires a capital of £10,000, and the call on the Church to

contribute towards the raising of this necessary capital has not

hitherto been responded to. The Fund was committed to the man-
agement, under the Assembty, of the trustees of the Widows' Fund,

and their collector, who agreed to act gratuitously. The funds

were given in loan to the tnistees on the understanding that they

should allow the same interest they should receive on their invest-

ments for the time being.

Only the children of contt^ibutors to the Widoivs' Fund can receive

benefit from the Supplementary Fund, and from these contributors a
subscription [not annually^ but once for cdl) of not less than £1, Is. is

requii-ed, as a condition of the scheme, in order to their children

participating in its benefits.

Since the Fund came into operation several provisions have been
paid ; at November last (1879) it amounted to £2964, 15s. 7d.

3r
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Extract Deliverance of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

on the foregoing Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-eighth day of May, One

thousand eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being

met and constituted, inter alia,—
The Assembly called for the Eeport of the Trustees of the Widows'

Pund, which was given in and read by Mr Maclagan, Collector.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

—

The General Assembly receive the Report, record their high ap-

preciation of the manner in which the duties of the Clerkship have

been performed, for the long period of fifty-two years, by Mr Harry

Maxwell Inglis, W.S., and approve of and confirm the election of Mr
Harry Herbert Inglis, W.S., as Clerk of the Fund.

The Assembly also record their thanks to the Collector for the care

he bestows on the management of the Fund.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assemhly of the

Church of Scotland hy

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.

PUINTED BY WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS.
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E E P E T.

Your Committee was appointed by last General Assembly under

the following Deliverance :

—

" The General Assembly approve of the Report, reappoint the

Committee, with power to add to their number, and instruct them

to watch over the interests of temperance in the Church.

" The General Assembly instruct the Committee to aid parish

ministers in the promotion of parochial temperance organisations
;

to put themselves in communication with the theological pro-

fessors, with the view of bringing the interests of temperance

before the divinity students of the Church ; to promote a scheme

which may assist parish ministers to impress the minds of the

young with the evils of intemperance ; and to collect and report

such information as may be useful to the Church in her efforts to

suppress the vice of drunkenness.

"The General Assembly enjoin ministers, on Sunday the 21st

day of December next, to m.ake the observance of temperance

the subject of their sermons, and to offer special prayer to Almighty

God in view of the great evils of intemperance."

I. —The Extent of the Vice of Intemperance.

Your Committee do not think it needful to present to the

Assembly fresh statistics showing the extent to which intem-

perance prevails in the country. In last year's Eeport they

gave detailed information from the Parliamentary Eeport of the
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Select Committee of the House of Lords, published in jMarch

1879. Since the issue of that Report, no other authoritative

document bearing on the condition of the whole country has been

published. It is, however, generally admitted that during the

past year there has been some improvement in the sobriety of

the community. The returns of the Board of Trade bring out a

decrease in the consumption of intoxicating liquor ; and from the

press, it is evident that there has been throughout the country

an appreciable decrease of scenes of riot and drunkenness. Your

Committee have learned with pleasure, from ministers in both

city and country parishes, that during the last New-Year holidays

there was a gratifying improvement in the sobriety of the people.

Your Committee, however, would point out that this improve-

ment may not be entirely owing to the elevation of public senti-

ment, but may arise to a large extent from the enforced sobriety

of hard times. Just as there was a very marked increase in the

drunkenness of the country during the very rapid rise of wages

seven or eight years ago, so the recent scarcity of work and lower-

ing of wages may to a certain extent account for the increase of

temperance during the past year. It is, howevei', hoped that the

deeper interest taken by all classes of the community in the pro-

motion of temperance, and the many-sided agencies that are en-

listed in the temperance cause, may prevent the relapse of the

community into the aggravated intemperance of prosperous times.

Your Committee would impress upon the General Assembly that

the most hopeful view of the country, in regard to intemperance,

implies a state of matters calling for the earnest and continued

effort of every minister and kirk-session of the Church to lessen

an evil that is so widely spread, and so ruinous in its conse-

quences.

II.

—

Means of Dealing with Intempeeance.

1. Legislation.

During the session of Parliament which ended in August last,

no fewer than fourteen measures were introduced, either by the

House of Lords or the House of Commons, dealing directly with

some phase of the temperance question. Of these measures, two
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passed into law,—the Sunday Closing Bill for Ireland, and the

Habitual Drunkards Bill. In regard to the influence of the Irish

Sunday Closing Bill, Dr Knox of Belfast writes, in the ' Catholic

Presbyterian :
'
" The public journals, friendly or hostile while the

struggle lasted, are of one heart and mind in eulogy. North and

south they speak of its influence in the warmest terms of congrat-

ulation and hope. Judges, magistrates, and ministers of religion

all speak as if the dawn of a brighter day were rising on the dear

country." The friends of this measure are so satisfied of its good

results, that they hope that, in a short time, the five great towns

in Ireland, at present exempted from its provisions, will be brought

under the Act. The Habitual Drunkards Bill received the Eoyal

assent in July last, and came into operation on the 1st of Janu-

ary. It is believed that under this Act great good will be accom-

plished among a sadly helpless class of the community. There

are already indications that the question of temperance will re-

ceive earnest consideration at the hands of the present Parliament.

2. The Press.

The question of temperance in all its phases is receiving an

increasing amount of attention from the press. What may
be called the literature of total abstinence seems to be rising

in dignity of discussion, and to be increasing in weight of

influence ; while the wider question of temperance is being

earnestly dealt with in books and magazines of the highest

order. The series of able articles on "The Alcohol Question"

which appeared lately in the ' Contemporary Review,' by some of

the most distinguished medical men in the country, have since

been collected and published in book form. There is of course

an inevitable variety of opinion in the essays ; but the medical

aspects of the subject are discussed with a fulness of statement

and a moderation of tone that have carried the question of temper-

ance in a very hopeful way into the circle of the educated and

thinking classes. Your Committee would also refer to the scien-

tific and popular publications of Dr Pdchardson of London. Dr
Eichardson pleads very strongly for total abstinence on medical

as well as social grounds, and his works are obtaining a very wide
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circulation in the country. The question of the action of alcohol

on the human system is not yet closed, either on the side of total

abstinence or temperance ; but the discussion has now a breadth

and an interest which will doubtless result in enlightenino- and

guiding the general community as to the great evil of drunken-

ness. The daily and weekly newspaper press is also bringing

light and moral force to bear on the settlement of this pressing

question.

3. Countcradinf) Agencies.

The establishment of temperance dining-clubs, temperance re-

freshment tents at fairs and markets, and concerts for the leisure

hours of working men, are increasing year by year. The success

of what are called " Temperance Coffee - Houses," or " British

Workmen's Public-Houses," has been most marked during the

past year. In nearly all the cities and large towns of Scotland,

and in many rural parishes, such institutions are found. There

are two kinds of such houses. The one is established on purely

commercial principles, having no direct connection with any

Church organisation. They are promoted by a joint - stock

company, and are found to yield a very fair percentage for

the money invested. The other kind of house combines temper-

ance work with evangelistic effort, prayer -meetings and Bible-

classes being regularly held in connection with the institution.

Your Committee are glad to report that both classes of houses

have a gratifying measure of success. The kind of house most

suitable for any particular district will depend upon the character

of the community to be reached by it. It is found generally that

in Scotland such houses succeed best when the working men have

a money interest in their success by the possession of shares or

other participation in the profits.

4. The Action of the Church.

Your Committee, in accordance with the instructions of last

General Assembly, issued a circular to all the ministers of the

Church, calling attention to the injunction of the Assembly to

make the observance of temperance the subject of their sermons,
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and to offer special prayer to Almighty God in view of the great

evils of intemperance, on Sunday, the 21st day of December.

Your Committee have reason to believe that this injunction was

faithfully obeyed, and they cannot doubt that good was done by

the special services. Your Committee also issued to all ministers

the following " suggestions as to forming and carrying on temper-

ance societies
: "

—

I. PAROCHIAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES FOR ADULTS.

1.—Where the Minister thinks that a Temperance Society will do

good, it is desirable to secure the sympathy and co-operation of the

Kirk-session, and it will give weight and influence to the Society

if its constitution and rules are approved of by the Kirk-session,

and entered in their minutes. This has already been done with

good effect in several parishes ; and the Kirk-session can guard

themselves by the power to withdraw if the Society is not carried

on to their satisfaction.

2. The general principle of the Church of Scotland Temperance
Association has been found to work well in parochial societies.

That Association consists of two sections : 1. A General Section,

including those who, without being personal abstainers, agree to

exert their influence to suppress intemperance ; 2. A Total Abstin-

ence Section, including those who, on personal or other grounds,

see it to be their duty to abstain from the use of intoxicants.

Where the Society is conducted in a Christian spirit, the two sec-

tions will agree in sympathy and effort.

3. When the Kirk-session agree as to the general principles of

the Society, a meeting of the congregation and parishioners should

be called, and the proposal to form a Temperance Society laid before

the meeting. To such a meeting this Committee will, if desired,

endeavour if possible to secure some one to aid the Minister and
Kirk-session. At such a meeting a fairly representative Committee
should be formed, to draw up the rules and regulations of the Society,

submit them for the approval of the Kirk-scssion, and report to a

future meeting of the congregation and parish.

4. In regard to such rules and regulations, they ought to be framed

in view of the special circumstances of the parish. The following

are suggestions which may bo helpful : 1. The aim of the Society

to be the suppression of intemperance. 2. Basis of operation to be

the union of the two sections in sympathy and effort. 3. The
office-bearers to be a President, a Secretary, Treasure!-, and a Com-
mittee of Management. 4. The meetings to be held at weekly,

fortnightly, or monthly intervals, as may be seen expedient for the
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particular parish. 5. The aim of the meetings to be the edification

and encouragement of the parishioners in Christian sobriety. 6. An
annual meeting to be held, at which a report should be submitted
and oflSce-bearers elected. 7. All meetings of the Society to be

opened and closed with prayer.

5. When members are to be admitted to the Society, notice of

their names and the section they propose to join should be in-

timated by one already a member of the Society at the meeting
previous to the one at which such an admission is to take place

;

and at the admission meeting the new member will be proposed
and seconded ; and it is well that the President should address, to

those who are being admitted under the respective sections, a word
of welcome and encouragement, and give them their cards of mem-
bership.

6. The card of those who join the Society under the General
Section may bear something like the following :

" I recognise it to

be my duty as a Christian to use my influence to suppress intem-

jierance, and having become a member of the General Section of

the Parochial TemiDerance Society, I hereby promise
that I shall endeavour to promote the objects which it has in view."

The card of those who join the Society under the Total Abstinence
Section may bear the following :

" I hereby agree to become a

member of the Total Abstinence Section of Parochial Tem-
perance Society, and I promise to abstain from intoxicating liquors

as a beverage so long as I continue a member." These declara-

tions are those suggested by the Church of Scotland Temperance
Association.

7. Monthly meetings of the Society are found, in the experience

of most parishes, to suit best. The nature of these meetings will

depend upon the character of the parish, but some general princi-

ples for the conducting of such meetings may be suggested : 1.

Good music ought to be an invariable element. 2. Suitable recita-

tions or readings may be useful. 3. It is desirable at every meet-
ing to have some address bearing directly on the interests of tem-

perance. 4. It is most important that everything sung, or recited,

or read, or spoken at such meetings, should be in spirit and tone

consistent with the Society's connection with the Christian Church.

8. It is well to make provision for the holding of special meet-
ings in connection with the Society when Fairs, Feeing Markets, or

other holidays occur. A Concert, or a Soiree, or a Temperance
Dinner, may keep the members of the Society and their friends

out of the way of temptation, and promote sobriety in the parish.

In city parishes, a parochial dinner on New Yeai-'s-day, under the

auspices of the Society, has been found productive of great good.

9. A most important part of the Society's work consists in
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looking after the members of the Society in their own homes.

This personal interest in individual members is absolutely neces-

sary in the case of those who may have been reclaimed by the

Society from intemperate habits, while such a personal oversight

will be an advantage to all. This work, in small parishes, may be

overtaken by the Committee of Management, under the guidance

of the Minister. In large parislies a Visiting Committee may be

required in addition to the Committee of Management. This work

of visitation may be efficiently aided through the ladies of the con-

ffreffation.

II. PAKOCIIIAL TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATIONS FOR THE YOUNG.

1. It is agreed on all hands that boys and girls from, say, 12

years of age till they are 18, require to be specially looked after in

order that they may be guided in healthy temperance liabits. The
Committee would encourage Ministers and Kirk-sessions earnestly

to direct their attention to this important work.

2. In small parishes there may be a j^ouths' branch affiliated to

the Adult Society, the business of which would be conducted at the

ordinary meetings of the Society ; but in large parishes it has been

found expedient to have a separate temperance organisation for the

young.

3. In forming such an organisation for the benefit of the young

between the above ages, it is needful to procure a Committee who
will devote themselves with enlightened zeal to the care of the

social habits of the young.

4. The bond of union in such a Society should be a card of mem-
bership, which might contain something like the following :

" I

hereby agree to become a member of the

Youths' Temperance Society, and I promise to abstain from the use

of intoxicating liquors and tobacco, and that I will endeavour to be

pure in my language and conduct as long as I am a member."

5. The important thing to aim at in the meetings of such a

Society is to interest the young people in things that tend to the

healthy development of their moral nature. They are, happily, not

yet personally under the influence of drunkenness, and therefore

more is needed for them than merely exposing the evils of that vice.

Truthfulness, honesty, purity of tlaought and speech, self-denial,

gentleness, perseverance, and Christian principle, ought to be

among the topics taught and discussed at the meetings. A Minis-

ter of the Church, with a long experience in successfully carrying

on all kinds of work among the young, has found that debates at

these meetings, conducted by the educated members of his congre-
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gation, combined with the l^est music he could procure, have done
great good.

6. In connection with such a Society there might be a Penny
Savings' Bank for the benefit of the members, football clubs and
cricket clubs for their out- door recreation, and special entertain-

ments and excursions at suitable seasons of the year.

7. When the members of the Youths' Society reach the age of

eighteen, they ought to have the opportunity of joining the Adult

Society. They will then be in a position to judge intelligently

whether it is their duty to join the General or the Total Abstinence

Section of that Society.

Your Committee have reason to believe that temperance

societies, on the basis of the above suggestions, have been

formed in many parishes of the Church. Some ministers find

it advisable to have only a total abstinence section, but in most

parishes the principle of the two sections is adopted. The advan-

tages of combining the two sections are—(1) The awakening of

an interest in the movement among all classes of the parishioners,

and the uniting of all in effort against the common evils of drunk-

enness
; (2) The institution and guidance of the parochial

society by the Ivirk-session. This is found to be exceedingly

difficult when total abstinence is the only bond of union. Your

Committee have received an intimation from several country

ministers to the effect that, while they sympathise with the

temperance movement, they do not see the good that would be

done by the formation of such a society in their parish, from the

happy circumstance that drunkenness is not a prevailing vice

in their neighbourhood. Your Committee, while rejoicing in

the fact that there are parishes in the Church almost free

from the vice that is so prevalent throughout the country,

would point out to the ministers of such parishes the fact

that young men and young women are constantly moving

from rural districts to centres of population, and that it is most

desirable that they should be fortified with knowledge and prin-

ciple against the temptations to which they will be exposed.

Ministers who have experience of city parishes deplore the fact

that so many young people from the rural districts fall into

intemperate habits from M-ant of timely instruction and warning

regarding the vice of drunkenness. Moreover, if this ground for
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temperance instruction in rural parishes did not exist, a union

in view of the condition of the country ((s a v:]iolc would be a

healthy witness against a great evil, and a help to enlighten and

elevate public sentiment.

III.

—

Suggestions fok the Future.

1. In view of the many-sidedness of this evil, and its special

phases in different parts of the country, your Committee suggest

that the General Assembly should recommend Kirk-sessions, Pres-

byteries, and Synods to have special conference over the subject at

least once a-year. This is already done in the inferior courts in

many parts of the country with good results. A recommenda-

tion of this by the General Assembly would doubtless greatly

increase the number of such conferences, and give them the

weight of the authority of the Church.

2. Your Committee would also suggest that they should be

authorised to form a temperance register for the Church. The

register to include—(1) Parochial societies; (2) The names of

ministers and elders who are members of such societies, with

the number of ordinary members attached to each. Such infor-

mation would not only be useful to the Church, but registration

would form an encouraging bond of union among the parochial

societies.

3. Your Committee would suggest that the question of bring-

ing the interest of temperance before the divinity students of the

Church should be again remitted to them. During the past

session of the Edinburgh Divinity Hall an interesting conference

was held with the students. It was found that many of them

were taking a prominent part in the University Temperance

Society, and it was suggested by the students that a separate

organisation for the theological faculty was not desirable. The

conference was adjourned to the beginning of next session, when

the Committee hoj)e to be able to hold conferences with the

students in the four divinity halls of the Church. Your Com-

mittee strongly approve of the students in the divinity halls

of the Church promoting temperance through the University

societies, and in their conferences with the students they desire
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to keep in view that the divinity halls of the Church of Scotland

are incorporated with the Scottish Universities.

4. Your Committee would also suggest that the General

Assembly should renew last year's injunction to ministers to

preach special temperance sermons on a Sunday at the close of

the year. Sunday, the 19th day of December, is suggested by

your Committee.

5. In conclusion, your Committee have to report that they have

co-operated in the promotion of temperance with organisations

apart from the Church of Scotland, as opportunity occurred.

They have been careful not to exceed their powers, and have

obeyed the instruction of the Assembly in avoiding matters of

" doubtful disputation." They desire in this spirit to continue

their work. They do not ask from the Assembly power to ap-

proacli the Legislature by petition or deputation, as they believe

that such action is more appropriate to the courts of the Church

than to a Committee of the Assembly ; and they also believe that

action taken by Churcli courts will have more weight with Par-

liament than the action of any committee. They believe that

the inferior courts of the Church, encouraged by the General

Assembly, will watch over legislative movements in the interests

of temperance, and be ready to approach Parliament in the in-

terest of the Church and the country. Your Committee consider

that their special work consists in aiding ministers to use the

power of truth and of practical organisation, which the Church

possesses in the preaching of the Gospel and in her parochial

system.

In name and ty appointment of the Committee,

GEOEGE WILSON, Convener.
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Extract Deliverance of tlie General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

on the foreijoing Report.

At Edinburgh, the Twenty-seventh day of May, One thousand
eight hundred and eighty,

—

Which day the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland being
met and constituted,

—

inter alia,

The General Assembly called for the Keport of the Committee on
Intemperance, which was given in and read by Mr Wilson, Convener.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to,

—

That the General Assembly api^rove of the Report, reappoint the

Committee, with power to add to their number, and instruct them to

watch over the interests of temperance in the Church.

The General Assembly recommend kirk-sessions, presbyteries, and
synods to set apart a time for prayer and conference on the subject of

Intemperance, with the view of devising measures suitable for the

promotion of temperance in their respective parishes and districts

;

and also with the view of transmitting to the General Assembly,
through this Committee, any information and suggestions which they

may consider interesting and useful to the Church.

The General Assembly authorise the Committee to form and keep a

register of the parochial temperance societies of the Church, and of

the names of ministers and elders who may wish to enrol themselves

in said register.

The General Assembly enjoin ministers to preach on the observance

of temperance on Sunday, the 19th day of December next, and specially

to warn their congregations against the temptations of the New Year
season.

The General Assembly respectfully receive the memorial of the

directors of the Edinburgh Band of Hope Union, and remit it to the

Committee.

Extractedfrom the Records of the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland by

JOHN TULLOCH, CI. Eccl. Scot.
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